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PREFACE 


JL  he  Firft  Volume  of  thefe  Anecdotes 
having  experienced  a  very  favourable  recep- 
tion, and  been  tranflated  into  feveral  foreign 
languages,  the  Editor  feels  himfelf  encouraged 
to  prefent  a  Second  Volume  to  the  Public. 

He  has  been  indebted  for  materials  in  this, 
as  in  the  forrrser  Volume,  chiefly  to  the  com- 
munications of  various  intelligent  Foreigners, 
feveral  of  whom  were  aftors  in  the  fcenes 
they  have  defcribed.  The  fafcinating  and 
almoft  romantic  article  refpe£ting  Louvet, 
and  the  no  lefs  interefting  and  tragical  one 
under  the  head  Lazare,  were  of  courfe  only 
to  be  fupplied  from  their  own  published  me- 
moirs :  the  Editor  conceives  he  Ihall  not  in- 
cur the  cenfure  of  any  reader,  for  having 
preferved  in  this  permanent  form,  two  fuch 
exceedingly  curious  document^ — The  truely 
able  and  original  article  refpe6Hng  Bris- 
sot  was  drawn  up  by  an  Englifli  Gentle- 
man  whofe  name  has  long  been  defcrvedly 
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refpe&ed  in  the  republic  of  letters,  and  who 
for  many  years  was  the  intimate  friend  and 
correfpondent  of  that  great  man. 

The  Jives  of  Brissg>t,  Condoj^cet,  Mi- 
rabejlu,  and  Louvet  are  given  in  the  pre- 
fent  Volume  although  their  names  occurred 
alfo  in  the  former  one  \  a  comparifon,  will 
however,  evince,  that  thefe  prime  articles 
have  in  this  fecond  Volume  been  compofed 
from  fources  at  once  new  and  valuable,  and 
that  there  does  not  exift  any  ufelefs  repetition. 

Notwithflanding  much  pains,  it  is  probable 
that  a  faftidious  critic  may  occafionally  de- 
tect in  fome  of  the  articles  an  exotic  idiom; 
the  candid  reader  will,  however,  confider, 
that  in  a  work  neceflarily  compofed  from  a 
variety  of  communications,  fome  inequalities 
in  the  flyle  would  be  unavoidable. 

In  refpe<?c  to  errors  in  dates,  or  in  points  of 
faft,  if  fuch  fhould  be  difcovered,  the  Editor 
will  thankfully  attend  to  any  corrections 
which  may  be  tranfmitted  to  him  ;  in  exte- 
nuation of  thefe,  as  well  as  the  other  fins  of 
the  whole  work,  he  can  on^y  obferve,  that  he 
has  been  adtuated  folely  by  an  ardent  love  of 
truth,  and  a  fincere  attachment  to  a  well- 
regulated  liberty. 

London,  Auguji  %%th,  1798. 
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E  have  only  to  obferve  on  the  prefent  volume, 
<c  that  it  is  generally  written  with  an  elegance  and 
"  vivacity  of  flyle  which  are  peculiarly  pleafing  ;  that 
<c  the  Anecdotes  are  mingled  with  many  judicious  and 
"  fenfible  reflections ;  that  the  politics  are  free,  but 
"  temperate  ;  that  the  eftimate  of  characters  is  appa- 
fc  rently  impartial  ;  and  that  it  abounds  with  the 
"  molt  interefting  and  entertaining  matter.  About  a 
"  hundred  and  thirty  characters  are  Iketched  in  this 
€<  popular  volume,  and  a  very  ufeful  chart  is  prefixed 
<c  of  the  profcriptions  of  parties  in  France  from  that 
€(  of  the  BrifTotines  in  June,  1793,  to  that  of  the 
fcf  Royalifls  in  September,  1797." 

Analytical  Review,  Nov,  1 797,  p.  469. 

"  This  vcy  amufing  collection  of  original  Anec- 
"  dotes  has  anticipated  by  its  fale  the  necefiity  of  our 
"  tardy  approbation  :  it  will  fuffice  if  we  felect  fome 
"  pafTages,  that  are  characteriflic  of  the  fpirit  of  the 
e<  work,  and  of  iuch  men  as  Are  likely  to  preferve  a 
"  perpetual  importance  after  tne  foam  of  the  Revolu- 
"  tion  fhall  have  fubfided." 

Monthly  Review y  Dec.  1 7gj,f>.  365. 

"  We  can  promife  to  our  readers,  whatever  their 
"  political  principles  may  be,  confiderable  amufement 
"  and  information  from  this  volume,  which  contains 
<c  anecdotes  of  above  one  hundred  and  thirty  of  the 
(<  moil  eminent  perfons  who  have  "ftrutted  and  fret- 
«  ted  their  day"  upon  the  g/and  theatre  of  French 
"  politics.  The  author  appears  to  have  taken  great 
"  pains  to  collect  materials  from  the  beft  fources.,> 
Critical  Review,  May,  1 7 98,/.  I2©« 


E  R  RATA. 

Ta^e.  line. 

19     28  For  them,  read  it. 

23  26  for  adherent,  -cad  adherents. 

24  23  dele  comma  after  the  word  feldom. 

25  31  dele  the  word  le, 

—  32  read  la  peine  la  plus  fevere. 
27     22  for  parts,  read  parties. 

40       9  for  indiilblable,  read  indiiToluble.  ^ 

46  15  for  aflemble,  read  afitmhlee. . 
53       5  for  Plebian,  read  Plebeian. 

78  24  for  par,  read  pas. 

85  25  for  decifion,  lead  divifion. 

86  6  for  facrified,  read  facrrficet!. 

—  N.  B.  Dele  the  two  laft  lines  in  the  life  of  Vilate,  and 
in  their  room  read.  "  He  preferved  his  life  for  a  con- 
fiderable  time  by  accusing  his  coadjutors,  but  was  execut- 
ed at  length  with  the  fanguinary  public  accufer,  the 
judges,  and  eleven  jurymen,  viz.  on  the  17th  of  Flo- 
real,  the  3d  year  of  the  Republic  (or  8th  of  May, 
J795>  of  our  calander)." 

104  16  for  earring,  read  carrying. 

106  13  after  the  word  ientence,  put  a  femicolon. 

lit  21  for  Bariere,  read  Bariere. 

121  24  for  athletetiok,  read  athletic. 

J43  27  for  2792,  read  1 79 1. 

j 68  18  for  parted,  read  we  fet  out. 

■    »—  19  for  toe  parted,  read  we  fet  ouU 

385  25  for  emply,  read  employ. 

233  20  after  the  word  accompanied,  read  tl]enu 

244  11  for  Lord  Kepple,  read  Lord  Keppel. 
254       8  for  vows,  read  prayers. 

265  24  for  whether,  read  whither. 

283  13  for  Clavieres,  read  Clavier  re. 

284  12  for  Clavieres,  read  Clavierre. 

354       1  for  8th  Frirctidor,  read  18th  Fruftidpr. 

362  17  for  Bumont,  read  Dumont. 

389  26  for  2d  Germinal,  read  12th  of  Germinal. 

399  29  for  Bariallon,  read  Baraillon. 

419  23  for  hydography,  read  hydrography. 

420  6   for  Puy  de  Drome,  read  Puy  de  Utme. 
440       5  for  perfh,  read  perim. 

443     17  for  opeate,  read  operate. 

454      9  f°r  evening  of  the  execution,  read  evening  before  the  exe- 
tion. 

DIRECTIONS  TO  THE  BINDER. 
The  Book  binder  will  ohferve,  that  there  will  be  a  final 
omijjion  of  the  page  <  from  175  to  182,  and  from  2  47  to  252. 
The  view  Jbould face  the  title,  and  the  map  page  oppojite  the 
Contents. 
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FRENCH  REPUBLIC. 


JEAN    PIERRE    BRISSOT, 

"TXT as  born  on  the  14th  of  January  1754,  at 
Chartres,  the  capital  of  the  territory  of  the 
Chartraine  and  Beauce^  now  included  in  the  depart- 
ment of  Eure.  His  father  was  a  traiteur^  fupplyirig 
individuals  or  families  with  dinners  at  their  own 
apartments,  and  acquired  considerable  wealth,  with 
an  unimpeached  character. 

After  receiving  a  good  education,  both  at  fchool 
and  at  college,  Briffot  was  fent  to  Paris  to  purfue 
his  preparatory  ftudies,  and  was  afterwards  placed 
with  an  avocat,  or  counfellor  in  parliament.  But 
taking  an  averficn  to  the  profeffion  of  the  law,  and 
applying  the  money  deftined  for  a  proficiency  in  it, 
to  the  ftudy  of  general  literature  ;  he  difobliged  his 
father,  who,  being  fuperftitious,  and  influenced  by 
his  eldeft  fon,  withdrew  his  ufual  fupplies. 

He  then  bore  the  name,  or  title  of  de  Ouarvilh, 
from  that  of  a  fmall  property  at  a  little  diftance  from 
Chartres,  which  had  been  deftined  for  him  by  his 
father.  He  afterwards  changed  it  into  de  Warvtlle^ 
by  fubftituting  the  Englifh  W 'for  the  Ou  !  from  an 
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early  partiality  to  England,  which  he  then  idolized  as 
the  land  of  liberty. 

It  was  probably  that  partiality  which  improved  a 
flight  acquaintance  into  an  intimacy  and  marriage 
with  Mademoifelle  Dupont,  who  was  employed  by 
Madame  Genlis,  as  reader  to  "the  princefs,  her  pupil. 
The  mother  of  Mademoifelle  Dupont,  kept  a  lodg- 
ing-houfe  at  Boulogne,  frequented  principally  by  the 
Englifh;  fome  of  whom  the  daughters  had  occa- 
sionally accompanied  into  England ;  they  had  thus 
acquired  a  knowledge  of  the  Englifli  language,  and 
an  acquaintance  with  feveral  intelligent  quakers. 

In  his  Englifh  enterprize,  Mr.  Burke,  with  a  dif- 
regard  to  truth,  which  would  difgrace  a  libeller  in 
the  garrets  of  Sjt.  Giles,  reprefents  him  as  employed 
by  the  government  and  the  police,  as  a  fpy  and  thief- 
taker  ;  and  accufes  him  with  having  been  a  pick- 
pocket ! 

BrifTot,  who  "was  not  without  failings,  had  none, 
which  could  impeach  the  moft  delicate  integrity.  He 
was  honeft  and  difinterefted  to  a  degree,  which,  to 
Burke,  hackneyed  in  the  paltry  intrigues  and  debafing 
hopes  of  fa&ious  parties,  muft  have  been  incredible. 

At  the  time^  he  became  united  to  Mifs  Dupont, 
inftead  of  availing  himfelf  of  her  intereft.  to  obtain 
fome  fituation  in  the  purlieus  of  the  court  or  the 
Palais  Royal,  he  detached  her  from  her  engagement, 
relied  on  his  literary  talents  for  their  future  fupport, 
and  determined  to  make  England  the  theatre  of  his 
utility  and  fame. 

He  was  then  printing  his  work,  De  la  Veriie, 
which,  though  ndt  mafterly  or  abounding  with  new 
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truths',  was  the  idol  of  his  heart,  and  the  bafis 
on  which  he  wifhed  to  reft  his  reputation,  if 
his  friends  had  exerted  a  fufficient  decree  of  com- 
plaUance  to  read  it.  He  had  alfo  commenced  an 
abridgment  of  treaties  on  "  Criminal  Law/'  but 
did  not  felecl  them  with  fufEcient  difcrimination. 

Thofe  productions,  which  in  the  manner  of  all 
young  authors,  he  confidered  as  a  future  fortune^  he 
carried  with  him  to  Boulogne,  in  his  way  to  Eng- 
land. 

There,  his  finances  failing,  and  feeing  no  great 
probability  of  afliftance  from  his  wife's  family,  he 
incautioufly  fell  into  a  fnare,  by  liftening  to  propo- 
fals  from  the  proprietors  and  managers  of  the  Courier 
J)e  la  Europe. 

That  connexion  did  not  long  continue,  from 
the  difcordant  principles  of  the  parties,  and  Brif~ 
fot,  having  warmed  his  imagination,  by  fome  con- 
ventions with  philofophers  and  quakers  in  England, 
conceived  and  commenced  one  of  thofe  benevolent 
extravagancies,    for  which   he   was  always-  diftin- 


guifhed. 


Almoft  unknown  in  any  part  of  the  world,  and 
particularly  in  England  ;  at  die  age  of  three  or 
four  and  twenty,  learning  the  elements  of  know- 
ledge, and  with  only  a  frnaU  fum  of  money  fur- 
nifhed  by  an  aflbciate  who  relied  on  his  talents  ; 
he  announced  in  1782,  a  plan  of  correspondence 
and  affbeiation  of  all  the  friends  of  literature  and 
liberty  throughout  Europe  ;    and  took   a  houfe  in 

Newman 
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Newman  Street,  where  the  central  committee  was 
to  hold  its  fittings  ! 

That  effort  making  no  impreffion  on  the  public, 
unlefs  it  occafioned  a  fmile  by  its  extravagance  ;  he 
commenced  a  periodical  work,  on  the  Literature, 
Arts,  and  Politics  of  England. 

In  fome  difficulties  attending  that  undertaking, 
he  availed  himfelf  of  the  acquaintance  of  the  Rev.. 
Mr.  Gardner^  vicar  of  Batterfea,  to  be  intro- 
duced to  David  Williams,  who  had  been  fome 
time  in  Mr.  Gardnor's  neighbourhood,  occupied 
by  peculiar  plans  or  experiments,  on  the  education 
of  youth. 

It  maybe  obferved,  in  the  firft  number  of  h'xsJnnales^ 
where  he  mentions  his  new  acquaitance,  Williams^ 
that  he  bids  adieu  to  his  former  creed,  from  Montef- 
quieu  and  Blackftone,and  avows  his  attachment  to  the 
principles  developed  in  Letters  on  Political  Liherty^ 
which  he  afterwards,  by  his  affiduities  with  Mirabeau 
and  Sieves,  rendered  in  a  great  degree,  the  principles 
of  the  firft  French  conftitution. 

A  flirted  by  an  expatriated  marquis  Pelleport,  he 
translated  that  pamphlet,  and  had  the  indifcretion  to 
permit  notes 'to  be  added  relating  to'  the  court  of 
France, 

De  Morande  feduced  his  affociate  into  France; 
and  Brijfot  happening  at  the  time  to  be  at  Boulogne 
on  a  fhort  vifit  to  his  mother-in-law,  they  were  both- 
conveyed  to  the  Baftille. 

His  family  in  England,  by  that  event,  was  plunged 
into  the  deepeft  difirefs.      The  perfon  who  had  em- 
barked' 
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barked  with  him  in  the  literary  undertaking,  and  had 
furnifhed  the  money,  took  poffeffion  of  the  houfe  and 
furniture  ;  groundlefs  and  malignant  imputations 
were  diffufed  refpedling  the  views  and  character  of 
Briffot;  and  the  authors  of  his  misfortunes,  who 
had  betrayed  him  into  the  hands  of  power,  joined 
the  general  clamour,  and,  as  ufual,  covered  their 
turpitude  with  the  manV  of  zeal  for  integrity  and 
honour. 

In  that'  fituation  a  few  perfons  only  were  at  the 
trouble  to  perceive  the  truth,  and  to  afford  fuccour 
and  confolation  to  the  family  of  Briffot. 

Madame  Briffot  (then  Madame  de  Warwille)  re- 
collecting the  former  patronage  of  the  houfe  of 
Orleans,  as  the  only  probable  refuge,  haftened  to 
France,  and  threw  herfelf  at  the  duke's  feet,  who 
interefted  himfelf  fo  effe&ually,  that  Briffot "  was 
admitted  to  the  ufual  trial  on  fuch  occafions,  which, 
confifted  merely  of  an  examination  by  the  officers 
of  ftate ;  and  was  difcharged  on  condition  he  fhould 
never  refide  in  England,  and  fhould  difcontinue  his 
Political  Review. 

The  duke  de  Orleans  who  cherifhed  the  difpofi- 
tions  then*  arifmg  in  France,  to  difcufs  and  cenfure  the 
meafures  of  government,  beheld  in  Briffot  an  inftru- 
ment  for  his  purpofe  ;  made  him  fecretary  in  his 
chancery,  placed  him  under  the  dire&ion  of  the  mar- 
quis Du  Creft,  his  chancellor,  and  brother  to  Ma- 
dame Genlis,  who  was  at  that  time,  the  heroine  of 
the  political  drama  at  the  Palais  Royal. 

Briffot 
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-iBrifTot  was,  for  fome  time,  fupremely  happy  in 
that  fituation.  He  had  an  income  far  beyond  his 
wants,  amounting  nearly  to  five  hundred  louis.  a 
year,  he  was  in  the  confidence  of  the  political  cabal 
which  then  exhibited  no  fymptoms  of  its  future 
atrocity,  and  within  the  limits  prefcribed  him,  he 
built  as  many  caftles  in  the  air  as  his  heart  de- 
fired.  But  all  limits  were  galling  chains  on  his 
imagination  ;  and  in  proportion  as  American-  events 
propagated  the  founds  of  freedom,  he  fickehed  for 
America,  as  the  only  land  of  liberty  and  happi- 
nefs. 

Brifibr,  though  wholly  deftitute  of  the  rich  and 
captivating  imagery  of  eloquence,  had  an  ardour 
and  vivacity  which  were  wonderfully  fedudtive ;  he 
had  alfo  in  every  thing  the  inimitable  air  of  the 
pureft  integrity;  he  therefore  eafily  prevailed  on  fe- 
veral  of  his  acquaintance  to  form  a  common  ftock, 
and  to  depute  him  to  America,  to  fix  on  a  diftrict, 
to  be  purchafed  by  the  fociety,  where  a  colony  of 
Frenchmen,  with  all  their  moral  and  focial  habits, 
were  to  be  organifed  into  a  repubiick,  on  the  ideas 
of  the  Britifn  Alfred,  as  illuftrated  to  him  by  his 
Englith,  mafter. 

His  travels  in  America,  are  known  from  his 
publications.  But  it  is.  not  equally  known  that,  in 
1788,  returning  through  England  fecretly,  on  ac- 
count of  his  engagements  with  his  own  government,, 
he  confulted  his  "oracle,"  as  he  called  him,  who 
told  Briffot  he  h^d  viewed  America  only  as  a  vtil- 

tor  y 
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tor;  that  it  might  be  feenby  the  conduct  of  Franklin 
and  others  that  the  ftate  of  fociety  there  would  not 
fait  a  cultivated  European;  that  Calonne  and  Nee- 
ker,  who  contended  for  power,  agreed  in  meafures 
which  infured  a  revolution  in  France ;  and  that 
France  would  foon  open  a  theatre  for  his  activity 
and  love  of  glory. 

He  inftantly  formed  the  determination  of  devoting 
his  talents  to  France,  which  he  ftrongly  exprefTed 
to  the  friend  *  who  accompanied  him  to  his  Men- 
tor, and  though  he  afterwards  frequently  differed 
with  that  Mentor,  he  adhered  to  his  refolution  to 
the  hour  cf  his  death. 

BriiTot  firft  carried  into  France  the  idea  of  orga- 
nising a  community,  by  forming  deputations,  and 
deputations  of  deputations,  to  produce  a  general 
will.  It  is  an  extenfion  and  improvement  of  the 
'plan  of  the  Britiih  Alfred. 

But  though  Europe  has  been  fickened  with  the 
words  organising  and  organization^  events  have  prov- 
ed, that  BriiTot  and  his  fucceffors,  in  the  formation 
of  feveral  French  conftitutions,  have  never  tho- 
roughly comprehended  the  ideas  of  Alfred,  or  the 
theory  derived  from  them  by  his  Englifh  inter- 
preter. 

The  novelty  of  thofe  ideas  in  France,  threw  a 
lufire  around  BrifTot,  which  his  abilities  and  know- 
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ledge  were  not  afterwards  able  to  fupport.  When 
the  approach  and  formation  of  the  ftates-genera] 
threw  off  the  reflraints  of  the  prefs,  he  was  diftin-* 
gui(hed  among  the  writers  who  drew  publicly  attcn- 
,  and  confulted  by  the  principal  leaders,  on  the 
principles  and  meafures  to  be  adopted;  and  when 
it  became  necefTary  to  render  Paris  active,  he  re-, 
duced  his  Engiifh  theory  to  pra&ice  \  it  was  orga- 
nized into  fe£tions  intimately  connected  and  formed 
into  a  regula'ed  power :  and  when  that  power  had 
forced  and  taken  the  Baftille,  the  keys  of  the  for- 
trefs  were  carried  in  triumph  to  his  lodgings. 

From  that  moment,  Briffot's  charader  aflumed  a 
new  form,  in  which  a  benevolent,  but  intoxicated 
ambition  took  the  lead.  On  the  removal  of  the 
Breton  club  from  Verfailles  to  the  Jacobin  monaftery 
at  Paris,  the  keys  of  the  Baftille  conveyed  him  to 
its  prefidency,  and  feeling  early  fymptoms  of  force 
in  that  aftonifhing  club,  he  perceived  it  to  be  the 
readied  inftrument  to  obtain  the  firft  honours  of  the 
revolution. 

Warned  from  England  of  obvious  dangers  from 
the  power  of  -that  club  and  its  affiliations,  he 
renounced  his  firft  and  beft  acquaintance,  by  a  long 
filence,  and  u fed  his  utmoft  efforts  by  his  news- 
paper, called  Patriot  Franfois,  and  by  pamphlets, 
to  exchange  individual  correfpondence,  for  that  of 
French  and  Engiifh  focieties.  Having  fome  ac- 
quaintance with  feveral  members  of  thofe  focieties, 
in  both  kingdoms,  he  acquired  great  influence  by 

that 
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that  manuocvre,  and  at  the  diffblution  of  the  ftates- 
general,  he  had  infured  his  election  into  the  legifla- 
tive  aflembly. 

In  that  aflembly,  BrifTot,  although  neither  an  ora- 
tor nor  a  ftatefman,  greatly  diftinguifhed  himfelf 
by  an  unceafmg  jealoufy  of  the  court,  by  the  in- 
troduction of  the  ftrongeft  provifions  in  behalf  o£ 
liberty,  from  the  Englifh  and  American  conftitutions, 
and  by  the  art  which  he  had  learned  from  his  unfuc- 
cefsful  enterprises,  of  drawing  around  him  men  of 
fuperiour  talents  and  knowledge.  He  thus  formed 
the  party  of  the  Girondifts,  confuting  of  the  deputies 
of  La  Gir.onde  ;  and  was  allowed  in  practical  meafures 
to  take  the  lead  of  Condorcet,  Guadet,  Roland,  Cla- 
viere,  Genfonne,  &c.  men  of  fuperiour  learning, 
knowledge,  and  talents.  In  that  fituation,  the 
£Ourt  afiailed  his  character  and  integrity  ;  and  the 
memoirs  of  M.  Bertrand  de  Molleville,  leave  the 
incautious  reader  in  doubt  concerning  his  integrity. 
But  if  M.  Bertrand  could  have  fixed  the  ftain  un- 
equivocally, he  would  afturedly  have  done  it.  There 
are  many  peifons  now  living,  of  at  leaft  equal  re- 
putation with  M. Bertrand,  who  knew,  that  during  the 
Ipirited  a«imadverfions  of  Briflot,  on  the  cabals  at 
court,  which  he  denominated  Auftrian  Corrtmittees^ 
a  hundred  thoufand  livres  were  tendered  as  the  price 
of  either  his  filence  or  his  friendfhip  ;  and  that 
Jiving  in  a  garret,  into  which  he  afcended  by  four 
flights  of  flairs,  and  having  a  wife  and  three  chil- 
dren, depending  on  his  ftipend  as  deputy,  and  the 
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trifling  produce  of  his  new.fpaper,  he  declined  the  offer 
without  noife  or  ofter.tation. 

While  the  probability  remained,  that  the  confti- 
tution  would  be  eftablifhed,  he  attempted  a  renewal 
of  his  former  comfpondence  in  England,  to  obtain 
information  on  the  adminiftration  of  our  laws  ;  and 
it  is  faid  he  procured  fome  hints  on  that  fu bj eft  from 
Mr.  Jcre?niab  Bentham.  But,  not  being  fully  fatis- 
fied,  he  endeavoured  to  recover  the  friendship  of  his 
former  counfellor,  and  fent  Pethion  to  bq  inftrucled 
in  the  general  forms  and  pradice  of  the  adminiftra- 
tion of  Englifb  jurifprudence. 

Pethion,  however,  thought  himfelf  above  the  ne- 
cefiity  of  taking  much  trouble.  He  received  written 
directions  refpe&ing  the  courts,  and  the  necefiary 
explanations  to  comprehend  the  nature  of  their 
inftitutions,  their  practice,  and  their  abufes.  He 
once  attended 'at  the  Old  Bailey,  and  fpent  the  reft 
of  his  time  at  the  meetings  of  the  revolution 
fociety. 

In  the  mean  time  Briflbt,  by  his  influence  in  the 
Jacobin  club^-was  making  rapid  acquifitions  of  poli- 
tical power.  So  deftitute  was  the  ruling  partv  of 
the  talents  of  ftateimen,  that  the  very  flight  know- 
ledge he  had  obtained  of  England,  Holland,  and 
America,  gave  him  the  principal  direction  of  the  di- 
plomatic and  military  committees  of  the  aflembly; 
and  when  the  club,  by  its  influence  in  the  legiflature, 
crufhed  the  King's  minifters  in  fucceflion,  Louis 
fent  to  Briflbt,  clefired  he  would  nominate  minifters 
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agreeable  to  the  fociety,  and  Roland,  Claviere,  Ser- 
van,  &c.  were  actually  nominated  by  him. 

The  means  of  introducing  Dumouriez  are  not 
known  to  the  writer  of  this  fketch;  but  it  was  an 
errour  fatal  to  the  revolution,  as  it  changed  its  na- 
ture and  character, 

Dumouriez,  who  had  more  of  the  good  and  evil 
talents  of  a  ftatefman  than  all  the  other  minifters,  and 
to  whom  Briffot  was  for  fome  time  a  complete  dupe, 
diverted  the  publick  mind  from  a  gradual  and  im- 
proving attention  to  national  inftitutions,  and  aroufed 
its  latent  but  habitual  paffion  for  wan 

Under  the  direction  of  Dumouriez,  Briffot  collected 
the  force  of  the  Girondifts,  who  inflamed  the  affem- 
bly  againft  the  emigrants  and  their  protectors,  and 
induced  an  immediate  declaration  of  war  againft 
Auftria.  By  that  meafure  the  great  object  of  the 
French  revolution,  the  eftabliftiment  of  a  juft  and 
equitable  c^nftitution,  was  loft,  or  fufpended,  and 
is  not  to  be  recovered,  probably,  by  the  prefent 
generation. 

The  military  character  controuling  and  obliterat- 
ing the  moral,  the  efforts  of  true  philofophy  became 
fecondary  and  occafional,  and  France  directed  her 
proceedings  by  the  fluctuating  fpirit  of  war, 

BriiTot  was  certainly  a  votary  of  true  Philofophy, 
whenever  he  heard  her  voice,  or  cleaily  underftood 
her  principles :  but  thofe  principles  were  not  familiar 
to  his  mind;,  they  were  not  always  of  his  own  ac- 
quifition  ;   and   the  fimphcity  and  integrity   of  his 
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heart  induced  him  to  confide  in  others  with  blind 
credulity. 

The  firft  fruits  of  the  war  were  the  atrocities  of 
the  2d  and  3d  of  September  1792,  which^  appalled 
the  fpirit  of  Briffot ;  for  though  he  retired  in  dif- 
guft  from  the  Jacobin  club,  he  did  not  demand  and 
procure  the  punifhment  of  the  authors  of  thofe  atro- 
cities, who  foon  improved  impunity  into  a  claim 
of  dominion.  Even  on  the  celebrated  10th  of  Au- 
guft  he  was  not  a  principal  ;  and  in  all  the  vigorous 
and  dreadful  movements  which  the  difpofition  to  war 
had  generated,.  Briffot  only  acquiefced  when  they 
feemed  to  favour  the  caufe  of  liberty. 

At  every  practicable  interval,  he  united  his  efforts 
with  thofe  of  the  Girondifts  to  form  the  public 
mind  into  a  difpofition  for  order  and  regulated  li- 
berty, and  to  d'evife  fuch  inftitutions  as  would  pro- 
mote thofe  ends:"  but  the  fong  of  War  had  deafened 
the  nation  to  all  other  founds,  and  his  remaining 
ftruggles  with  various  temporary  fucceffes  were  in  a 
tempeft  which  he  had  affifted  to  create,  and  which 
has  overturned  or  menaced  all  the  inftitutions  of 
Europe. 

In  the  fufpenfion  and  dethronement  of  the  King, 
and  in  the  proclamation  of  a  republic,  Briffot  affifted 
with  zeal  and  alacrity:  and  the  idea  of  a  Con- 
vention, paramount  to  all  legiflatutes,  was  firft 
given  by  him;  but  it  was  of  Englifh  importation; 
it  was  the  mycle-gemot  of  Alfred,  with  a  modern 
name;    it   was   the   Saxon    affembly,    which    tried 
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kings*,   and   approved   or  condemned   the  afls  of 
legislation. 

Hut  that  idea,  like  all  the  others  haftily  adopted 
in  France  at  the  time,  was  not  fully  underftood, 
and  the  Convention  became  a  defpot,  a  legislature, 
a  court  of  juftice,  a  magistrate  of  police, — a  many- 
headed  monfter,  which  nearly  defolated  the  country 
that  produced  it. 

In  the  two  general  obje£ts  of  the  Convention,  the 
trial  of  the  King,  and  the  eftablifhment  of  the  con- 
futation, Briflbt  was  active  and  zealous,  until  he 
perceived  the  Jaccb'ns,  led  by  Marat,  Robefpierre, 
&c.  were  trampling  on  all  forms  and  principles  of 
juftice,  had  declared  for  the  death  of  Louis,  whatever 
might  be  the  refult  of  enquiry  and  trial,  and  were 
prepared  to  transfer  the  defpotifm  of  a  military  go- 
vernment from  the  King  and  Nobles,  to  a  few  de- 
magogues fupported  by  an  armed  and  defperate 
populace. 

He  eagerly  fought  afliftance,  at  home  and  abroad, 
to  form  a  conftitution,  that  the  convention  might 
be  diffolved  ;  but  he  fought  it  too  late.  He  alfo 
wifhed  to  fave  the  King;  but  his  wifhes  were  too 
late. 

The  unneceflary  facrifice  of  Louis,  in  fpite  of  an 
intimidated  majority  of  the  jConvention,  difcouraged 
the  party  of  Briflbt,  and  heightened  the  horrible  au- 
dacity of  the  Jacobins;  who,  drawing  over  to  them 
Pache,  the  minifter  of  war,  embarrafled  the  Generals 

*  Vide  Letters  on   Political  Liberty,  printed  by  Evans  in  the 
Strand,  and  reprinted  by  Ridgway. 
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and  armies,  and,  by  difgufting  Dumouriez  into  per- 
fidy, and  mifleading  other  commanders  into  defeat, 
involved  the  ruling  party  in  deep  difgrace,  and 
conduced  its  leaders  to  the  fcaffbld. 

The  violences  preparatory  to  that  event  were  not 
coloured  with  the  ufual  pretenfions  of  juftice.  The 
Girondifts  held  the  fceptre  they  had  wrefted  from 
Louis,  with  trembling  hands;  furrounded  with  a 
national  guard  of  fifty  thoufand  men,  they  fhrunk 
at  the  howl  of  Marat  and  his  ragged  myrmidons; 
they  fuffered  the  Jacobins  to  fraternife  with  Bands 
of  banditti,  difcarded  fervants,  fmugglers,  &c.  who 
fought  bread  and  fhelter  in  Paris.  Crimes  were 
committed  in  progreffive  enormity,  as  experiments 
on  their  fears;  and  fufpicion  and  contempt  fucceeded 
the  refpeft  and  confidence  with  which  the  public 
had  regarded  their  talents  and  virtues. 

They  were  therefore  implicated  as  criminals  in 
all  the  misfortunes ^f  their  country;  and  Briffot,  as 
the  fuppofed  leader,  was  held  amenable  for  the  con- 
fequences  of  the  war  with  England,  for  the  defeats 
and  perfidies  of  Domouriez,  and  all  the  calamities  of 
France  during  the  adminiftration  of  the  minifters 
which  he  had  originally  appointed. 

It  is  not  necelTary,  at  this  time,  to  exonerate  the 
memory  of  Briflbt  fromvthefe  imputations. 

The  war  with  England  he  deemed  irnpofTible, 
until  the  conduft  of  the  Englifh  miniftry  rendered 
it  inevitable.  His  credulity  had  relied  on  the  decla- 
rations of  the  miffionaries  of  Englifh  focieties^  and  par- 
ticularly on  thofe  of  Thomas  Paine,  that  hoftilities 
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againft  the  French  revolution  would  produce  a  civil 
war.  He  pronounced  it  as  his  decided  opinion  that  the 
firft  body  of  Englifh  troops  directed  againft  France 
wouldbe  followed,  hoftilely,  by  fixty  thoufand  of  the 
revolutionifts  and  republicans  of  England. 

He  was,  as  ufual,  (tunned  when  the  event  ap- 
proached, with  an  unequivocal  charaiter  of  deter- 
mined hoftility,  fo  contrary  to  his  expectations. 
He  faw  in  it  the  prognoftics  of  the  fate  of  his 
party;  and  when  he  had  read  the  opinion  of  the 
committee,  on  which  the  Convention  declared  war 
by  acclamation,  his  hair  literally  flood  on  end,  and 
he  left  the  tribune  with  ftrong  fymptoms  of  defpon* 
dency  and  horrour. 

In  all  his  political  conduct,  no  juft  imputation  can 
be  laid  on  his  integrity.  His  errours  were  nume- 
rous, and  his  impetuofity  blameable  ;  but  his  inten- 
tions were  always  honeft  and  pure.  When  all  forms 
of  law,  government,  and  juftice  were  diffipated  by 
violence — when  the  Convention  furrendered  him  and 
his  aflbciates  to  an  armed  banditti,  his  behaviour  was 
calm  and  collected.  While  confined,  as  he  was  at 
firft,  to  his  own  houfe,  he  made  his  efcape,  and  had 
nearly  reached  Switzerland,  but  was  retaken  and 
committed  to  prifon. 

Though  his  imprifonment  was  clofe  and  fevere, 
and  attended  with  many  infulting  and  cruel  circum- 
ftances,  he  bore  them  with  the  temper  and  refolution 
of  innocence;  and  when  he  accompanied  one  and 
twenty  vi&ims  to  the  fcaffbld,  moil  of  them  his  dear 
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and  excellent  friends,  his  deportment  was  firm  and 
calm;  he  faw  fixteen  perifh  before  him;  and  in  a 
torrent  of  innocent  blood  he  fubmitted  to  his  cruel 
fate,  crying  out  with  his  laft  breath— u  May  the 
Republick  be  preferved  !  " 

Eriftbt  was  rather  fhort  in  ftature,  and  {looped  a 
little  in  the  (houlders.  He  was  flight  in  his  frame, 
but  tolerably  proportioned  ;  his  features,  particu- 
larly his  eyes,  were  lively  and  expreffive  of  talents 
and  good  nature. 

In  private  life  he  was  affe&ionate,  honourable, 
and  juft;  an  indulgent  hufband  and  father,  and  a  fin- 
cere  and  warm  friend. 

As  a  fcholar  and  a  man  of  knowledge,  he  was  not 
of  the  firft  order;  he  attempted  every  thing,  but 
was  not  a  deep  or  ccrreft  proficient  in  any  province 
©f  learning  or  fcience*. 

As  a  politician,  his  heart  was  better  directed  than 
his  head:  he  wanted  knowledge  of  mankind.  His 
reafon  was  therefore  milled  by  his  imagination;  and 
his  credulity  and  reliance  on  the  pretenfions  of  others 
rendered  him  totally  unfit  for  any  important  (hare 
in,  the  adminiftration  of  national  bufinefs. 

He  adopted  a  fyftem,  without  fufficient  examina*- 
tion;  and  when  it  failed,  his  remedy  was  to  adop,t 
another,  i^ftead  of  profoundly  penetrating,, the  cha- 
racter and  circumftances  of  his  country,  and  deriving 
a  practicable  and  effectual  fyftem  from  that  only  ufe- 
fill,  fource.  For  this  high  and  fublime  duty  he  cer- 
tainly poflefTed  not  the  necefTary  genius;  and  it 
I  '  proved 
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proved  to  France  a  real  misfortune;  for  he,  at  one 
time,  poflefled  both  the  power  and  the  inclination  to 
render  it  important  fervkes. 

From  the  diflblution  of  the  monarchy,  in  Auguft 
1792,  to  Jan.  19,  S793,  when  Louis  was  condemned, 
Briflbt  was,  in  efFefl,  King  of  France,  without  any 
of  the  great  talents  which  commonly  lead  to  fuch 
power,  or  direfl:  a  man  to  exsrcife  it,  either  to 
his  own  glory  or  to  the  general  advantage  of  his 
country. 

He  failed,  not  by  the  general  giddinefs  of  fudden 
elevation:  the  iron  fceptre,  which  the  revolution 
held  out  to  him,  he  had  not  the  heart  to  wield.  The 
Jacobins  perceived  his  fcrupks  and  his  timidity \  pre- 
cipitated him  from  his  elevation  ;  and  crufhed  France 
with  the  power  which  fhould  only  have  awed  her 
into  order,  peace,  and  liberty. 
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I  knew  Mr.  Haydyn  in  London,  he  was  then 
about  twenty-fix  years  of  age,  and  lived  in  an  ob- 
fcure  lodging  in  Newport-ftreet,  near  St.  Martin's- 
lane. 

He  was  a  Weftphalian  by  birth,  but  fpoke  Eng- 
lifli  admirably,  confidering  that  he  was  a  foreigner 
who  had  not  vifited  this  country  until  he  had  arrived 
at  man's  eftate. 

The  American  war  opened  an  ample  field  to  ad- 
venturers of  all  kinds,  and  Germany  poured  forth 
her  mercenary  fquadrons  at  the  bidding  of  the  Eng- 
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Jifh  government,  which  fquandered  the  wealth  of  the 
nation  in  order  to  enflave  its  colonies.  Haydyn 
ferved  with  the  foreign  troops,  rofe  to  the  rank  of 
Lieutenant*,  and  when  the  war  was  concluded,  he 
returned   to  Britain  on  half-pay. 

It  was  at  this  period  I  met  him,  and  the  firft 
time  I  faw  him  was  during  a  vifit  to  the  Baron  de 
Grothoufe,  who  then  refided  2t  Chefterfield-houfe. 
The  Baron  was  a  Hanoverian,  and  had  been  Aid- 
de-Camp  to  the  prefent  King  of  Great  Britain. 

Haydyn  and  he  came  from  different  parts  of  Ger- 
many, but  they  confidered  each  other  as  country- 
men, and  even  as  friends,  here.  They  were  fated, 
however,  to  embark  in  oppofite  fchemes  of  life,  to 
adopt  a  different  line  of  politicks,  and  even  to  fight 
againft  each  other. 

Haydyn,  afhamed  perhaps  of  having  ferved  againft, 
in  order  to  opprefs  the  Americans,  determined  to 
fupport  the  caufe  of  liberty  in  Holland.  He  ac- 
cordingly took  part  with  the  Dutch  againft  the 
Stadtholder.  The  conttft,  however,  proved  unfor- 
tunate, for  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick  at  the  head  of 
a  body  of  cbofen  troops  marched  to  the  confines  of 
the  Zuyde-r  Zee^  and  gave  law  to  the  Hollanders  by 
means  of  Pruffian  bayonets. 

The  Bron  de  Grothoufe,  who  was  a  Angular 
character,  ferved  in  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick's  army, 
and   acTally  attacked  and  carried  a  Dutch  fort,  by 


*  I  have  been  informed  that  he  entered  as  a  private,  a  circum- 
£ance  not  uncommon  for  men  of  reputable  families  in  Germany. 
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means  of  a  body  of  volunteer  cavalry.  The  moil 
furprifing  part  of  the  ftory  however  is  this ;  the 
Baron  a&ually  made  the  charge  on  foot,  and  kept 
up,  and  entered  with  the  horfe  *. 

On  that  occafion  Haydyn  was  obliged  to  yield  to 
fuperiour  fortune,  and  became  the  prifoner  of  his 
intimate  acquaintance  the  Baron  de  Grothoufe. 

France  about  this  time  opened  her  arms  to  the 
diftrefled  patriots  of  every  country.  She  was  about 
to  contend  for  liberty,  independence,  nay  even  for 
her  existence  as  a  nation ;  £he  confequently  felt  a 
congenial  fpirit  with  the  oppreffed  of  all  nations, 
and  became  particularly  interefled  in  behalf  of  the 
Dutch  emigrants. 

A  large  body  of  them  was  accordingly  levied  un^ 
der  the  name  of  the  Batavian  Legion,  and  it 
mufl  be  owned  that  they  have  ferved  the  republick 
with  great  and  uncommon  fidelity. 

Haydyn  was  one  of  the  moft  zealous  officers  in 
this  corps,  and  having  diftinguifhed  himfelf  repeat- 
edly, rofe  from  {rep  to  ftep,  until  he  obtained  one 
of  the  higheft  ranks  in  the  French  fervice. 

Along  with  the  Dutch  trocps  he  entered  Holland, 
fought  feveral  bloody  fkirmiflieS,  eroded  the  Waal 
on  the  ice,  during  a  winter  uncommonly  fevere, 
drove  out  the  adherent  of  the  Stadtholder,  and  Ba- 
tavia  once  more  afiumed  the  name  of  a  republick. 


*  I  heard  this  anecdote  of  my  old  friend  from  a  young  Prufiian 
officer,  who  was  prefent  on  the  occafion  and  witneiTed  the  ma- 
noeuvre. 

Haydyn 
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Haydyn  of  courfe  profited  by  the  good  fortune  of 
the  French  and  the  gallant  conduit  of  his  own  legion, 
for  he  is  now  a  Lieutenant-General,  although  he  is 
not  yet  40  years  of  age. 


BARBAROUX. 

Had  the  Girondijls  obliged  the  party  of  the  Moun~ 
tain  to  fuccumb,  and  thus  prevented  all  the  horrours 
that  enfued  after  their  own  fall,  this  young  man  would 
have  a£ted  a  very  confpicuous  part  under  the  repub- 
lican government.  But  he  was  matched  away  in 
the  prime  of  life,  and  we  have  fcarcely  any  thing  to 
record  concerning  him,  but  his  talents  and  his  mif- 
fortunes. 

Baibaroux  was  born  at  Marfeilles,  originally  a 
Greek  colony,  and  to  the  impetuous  fpirit  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  fouth  of  France,  he  feems  to  have 
added  that  zealous  attachment  to  the  caufe  of  liberty 
which  characlerifed  the  firft  founders  of  his  native 
city. 

Having  become  intimate  with  Roland,  in  1792, 
in  confequence  of  the  troubles  in  the  fouth,  he  fup- 
ported  his  .plans  of  government ;  but  out  of  a  cer- 
tain degree  of  delicacy,  he  vifited  him  but  feldom, 
after  the  latter  had  become  ^miniffer  of  the  home 
department,  for  he  was  accuftomed  to  obferve, 
c<  that  the  integrity  of  a  reprefentative  of  the  people, 
like  Csefar's  wife,  fhould  be  unfufpe£ted/' 

Barbaroux  had  great  influence  with  the  Marfel- 
Icis  in  Paris,  and  by  their  means  prote&ed  his  friend 

Roland, 
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Roland,  when  his  houfe  was  affailcd  by  a  mob,  in 
confequence  of  the  intrigues  of  the  Jacobins. 

As  a  deputy  for  the  department  of  Bouches-du- 
Rhone,  he  was  the  declared  enemy  of  the  Robefpier- 
rian  fa&ion,  and  on  the  5th  Oflober  1791,  when. 
the  accufation  againft  its  chief  was  got  rid  of,  by 
u  the  order  of  the  day,"  diverting  himfelf  of  the 
chara&er  of  a  reprefentative  of  the  people,  he  ap- 
peared at  the  bar  as  a  petitioner  and  accufer. 

Being  attached  to  a  democratical  form  of  govern- 
ment, he  was  alfo  the  open  foe  of  the  duke  of  Or- 
leans, and  repeatedly  denounced  him  as  a  man  aim- 
ing at  the  throne* 

When  the  aflembly  had  refolved  to  enquire  into 
the  mifcondu£l  of  the  king,  it  was  he  who  prefent- 
ed  the  catalogue  of  his  fuppofed  crimes.  "  On*  the 
trial  he  boafted  that  he  had  co-operated  in  the  down- 
fill  of  the  throne,  and  protefted  that  "  the  tyrant  was 
odious  to  him;"  but  notwithflanding  this  he  voted 
for  the  appeal  to  the  people  *.  % 


*  "Le  ferment  que  j'ai  prete  dans  Taffemblee  electorate  des 
touches  du -Rhone,  de  juger  a  mort  Louis  Capet,  n'exclut  pas  la 
fanctlon  do  peuple.:  je  vote  done  pour  cette  fan&ion,  parce  qu'il 
efl  terns  que.  le  peuple  des  84  departemens  exerce  fa*Souverainete, 
et  qu'il  ecrafe,  par  la  manifeftation  de  fa  volonte  fupreme,  une 
fa&ion  au  milieu  de'laquelle  je  vois  Philippe  d'Orlcans,  et  que  je 
denonce  a -la  republique,  en  me  vouant  avec  tranquHlite  aux  poig* 
card*  des  aftaftins. 

J'ajoute  que,  comme  dans  des  terns  orageux  Thomme  n'ef*  pas 
•fur  de  vivre  le  lendemain,  je  dois  a  moi-meme,  declarer,  que  le 
tyran  nrTeft  odieux  5  que  j  ai  fortement  coopere  a  le  renverfer  du 
trone,  et  que  je  prottoncerai  contre  Jui  la  peine  la  feplus  yere.  Je 
H&  :  QUI." 

I>  On 
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On  the  31ft  of  May,  1793,  Barbaroux  was  in- 
cluded among  the  profcribed  Briffotines,  and  arretted 
in  Paris,  but  he  found  means  to  efcape  vfrom  his 
keepers,  and  flying  to  Caen,  •affifted  Gorfas,  and  fe- 
veral  other  reprefentatives,  in  organizing  the  insur- 
gent departments  in  the  weft. 

Having  foon  difcovered,  however,  that  Wimpfen 
and  Puifaye,  wifhed  them  to  negociate  with  England, 
and  that  the  new  conftitution  was  accepted  even  by 
the  primary  afiemblies  of  the  infurgent  departments, 
Barbaroux,  Louvet,  Pethion,  Guadet,  &c.  repaired 
with  a  battalion  of  Bretons,  to  Do],  with  an  inten- 
tion of  reaching  Quimper,  and  procuring  a  paflage  to 
Bourdeaux,  which  ftill  defied  the  power  and  the 
threats  of  the  mountain. 

On  the  road  Barbaroux  was  feized  with  the  fmall- 
pox,  but  being  carefully  concealed  and  tenderly  nurf- 
ed,  h€  recovered  and  rejoined  his  companions  in  .the 
department  of  the  Gironde. 

They  foon learned,however,  that  Bourdeawxhadbeen 
fubdued  by  their  enemies,  and  that  all  their  friends  were 
either  arretted  or  driven  into  exile.  In  this  unhappy 
dilemma,  they  were  obliged  for  their  own  preserva- 
tion, to  betake  themfelves  to  inftant  flight,  and  after 
crofRng  the  Dordogne  in  a  ferryboat,  with  a  detach- 
ment of  cavalry  at  £heir  heels,  they  found  it  abfe- 
lirely  neceflary  to  divide,  in  order  to  efcape  the  pur- 
fuit  of  the  enemy. 

On   tiis  occafion,  Barbaroux  and  Valady  joined 
Louvet ;  the  former  was   to  pafs   for  a  profeflbr  of 
mineralogy,    in    which    fcience   he   was   eminently 
8  fkilful 
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ikrlful,  and  his  companions  for  two  merchants,  tra- 
velling along  with  him,  in  order  to  fpeculate  on  the 
mines  he  might  difcover  !  This  ftory,  however, 
on  reflection,  appearing  too  abfurd  to  acquire  any 
degree  of  credibility,  they  threw  themfelves  on  the 
humanity  of  a  conftitutional  prieft,  who  afforded 
them  fhelter  for  feveral  days. 

At  the  end  of  that  period  they  were  obliged  to 
take  refuge  in  a  hay-loft,  where,  being  expofed  to 
want,  and  continually  afraid  of  dete&ion,  Barbaroux 
refclved  to  put  an  end  to  his  life  ;  but  he  was  pre- 
vented by  one  of  his  friends,  who  by  recalling  the 
image  of  his  fond  and  venerable  mother,  faved  him 
from  defpair.. 

At  length  Louvet  determined  to  brave  all  dan* 
gers.,  and  repair   by  himfelf  to  the  capital  *.     On 

D  2  this, 


#  "Nous  touchions  ccpendant  a  Tepoque  critique.  .11  venoit 
de  luirc  k  jour  fatal,  le  jour  cPune  reparation  longue,  et  peut.e!.r* 
eternelle  entre  des  hommes  a  jamais  etroitement  lies  par  tout  c* 
que  Tainitie  tendre.  la  vertu  pure,  et  une  infortune  vraiment  faint* 
ont  de  plus  refpeftable.  Nous  fortions  de  notre  afyie  ;  nous  nous 
feparions  en  deux  parts,  qui  fe  fubdiviferoient  bientot. 

Barbaroux  qui,  depuis  Caen,  avoit  couru  prefque  toutes  les 
mernes  aventures  que  moi  ;  Barbaroux  defole  de  me  quitter  autant 
que  je  Tetoit  de  le  perdre,  pafToit  du  cote  de  Buzot  et  de  Pethion. 

Tous  trois  lis  alloient  a  quelques  Heues  de-la,  vers  la  mer,  cher- 
cher  un  afyle  incert'ain  5  avec  quelle  douleur  nous  nous  firnes  nos 
adieux  !  pauvre  Buzot,  il  emportolt  au  fond  du  coeur  des  cha- 
grins bien  amers,  que,  je  connoirTois  feul,  et  que  je  ne  dois 
jamais  reveler.  Mais  Pethion,  le  tranquille  Pethion,  comme  il 
etoit  deja  change  i  combien  le  calme  de  fon  ame,  &  la  ferenite  de  fa 
figure  s'etoit  alteres,  depuis  que  1'efclavage  de  fa  patrie  n'etoit  plus 

douteux, 
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this,  Barbaroux,  aflcciating  with  Buzot  and  Pethion, 
refolved  to  travel  towards  the  fea  coaft,  in  order  to 
obtain  fuftenance,  and  if  poflible  to  effe&  their  ef- 
eape. 

Their  adventures  from  this  moment  are  unknown. 
Certain  it  is,  however,  that  they  were  expofed  to 
frefh  calamities,  whence  Barbaroux  was  at  length 
extricated,  by  a  comparatively  merciful  death:  for 
having  been  feized,  he  was  carried  to  Bourdeaux,  and 
there  executed. 

Barbaroux  was  a  tall  young  man,  about  fix  feet 
French  meafure,  in  height.  His  perfon.and  his  mind 
were  equally  accomplifhed.  He  was  a  zealot  of 
liberty,  and  fo  firmly  was  he  attached  to  a  govern- 
ment by  a  commonwealth,  that  he  had  formed  the 
projeft,  in  cafe  the  north  of  France  fhouldbe  fub<» 
dued  by  the  combined  powers,  to  ere£i  the  fouth  into 
a  republick  ! 

duphoz, 

Was  originally  of  German  extra&ion,  and  being 
of  a  fanguine  temperament,  betook  himfelf  to  the 
profeificn  ofarms.     It  was  his  good  fortune  to  ferve 

douteux,  depuis  que  la  nouvelle  dertrnprifonnement  des  foixante-^ 
quinze  &  du  fupplice  de  ms  amis,  nous  etoit  parvenue.  Et  moa 
cher  Barbaroux,  comme  il  (uffroit !  Je  n'oublierai  point  fes  der- 
nieres  paroles  :  en  qutlques  lieux  que  tu  trouves  ma  mere,  taches  de 
lui  tcnir  lieu  de  Jen  fh  j  jt  te  promets  de  n" 'avoir  point  une  rejfource 
que  je  ne  partage  avec  ta  femme,  Ji  le  bafard  veut  fue  je  la  rencontre 

%uel$ues  Notices  four  PH'i/ioire  Par  J.  B.  Lowvet. 
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with  Buonaparte,  and  to  diftinguifh  himfelf  on  feve- 
ral  memorable  occafions.  Under  fuch  a  commander, 
this  was  a  fufficient  recommendation,  and  we  ac- 
cordingly find  him,  although  a  very  young  man,  ad- 
vancing rapidly  to  the  rank  of  general. 

No  fooner  was  the  vaunting  project  of  an  army 
of  England  conceived,  than  he  was  pointed  out,  on 
account  of  his  intrepidity  and  knowledge,  as  a  proper 
perfon  to  command  the  brigades  of  grenadiers.  The 
interval  between  his  nomination  and  the  period  of 
adtion,  was  confecrated  to  love. 

He' accordingly  repaired  to  Rome,  renewed  his 
addrefles  to  the  fitter  of  Madame  Buonaparte,  the 
wife  of  the  ambaflador  of  that  name,  and  was  on  the 
point  of  being  piarried  to  her,  an  early  day  having 
been  fixed  for  this  purpofe,  when  an  event  occurred 
that  changed  the  fate  of  Italy,  and  put  a  period  to  all 
his  own  fchemes  refpe£ting  both  war  and  matrimony. 

Early  in  1797,  a  fedition  toe*:  place,  and  was  quel- 
led at  Rome.  This  was  confidered  by  fome  as  an 
Italian  artifice^  in  order  to  give  vent  to  the  popular 
refentment,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  not  to  endanger  the 
ftate.  Another  cloud  being  likely  to  obfeure  the 
capitol  y  frefli  condu&ors  to  draw  off  the  ele&rick 
matter,  are  faid  to  have  been  found  in  the  perfons  of  a 
few  of  the  creatures  of  government.  The  experiment 
at  firft  appeared  to  promife  fuccefs,  but  it  has  oc- 
cafioned  the  fubverfion  not  only  of  the  metropolis,  but 
of  all  the  fecular  dominions  of  the  Holy  See. 

On-  the  9th  Nivofe,  which  anfwers  to  December 
29th  1797,  a  crowd  having  aflembled  before  the  hotel 

D  3       ,  gf 
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of  the  embafly  of  France,  the  people  were  requefted 
to  retire  by  the  fecretary  and  other  officers  of  the 
houfeholcL  A  detachment  of  the  Pope's  guards  fooa 
sifter  made  its  appearance,  and  even  occupied  the 
court-yard.  On  this,  the  mifiifter,  Buonaparte,  hav- 
ing clothed  himfelf  in  his  official  robe  and  fcarf, 
commanded  the  troops  to  retire,  and  threatened  them 
with  vengeance  if  they  did  not  refpe£t  "  the  palace 
of  the  republick.'>  Duphoz  accuftomed  to  a  military 
life,  in  which  he  had  braved  every  danger  with 
impunity,  rufhed  among  the  foldiery,  and  begged 
them  to  defift.  But  it  was  no  longer  the  brave 
Germans,  but  the  degenerate  Italians  that  he  had 
now  to  contend  with,  and  accordingly,  he  is  faid  to 
have  been  bafely  and  deliberately  aflaffinated. 

The  cruelty  of  the  Venetian  government  to  the 
French  troops  in  their  hofpitals,  afforded  a  pretext  to 
erafe  that  ftate  from  the  lift  of  independent  na- 
tions, and  the  tonduii  of  the  Roman  government 
gave  but  too  fair  an  opportunity  for  a  victorious  na- 
tion, to  alter  the  deftiny  of  Rome,  and  give  a  new 
mafter  to  a  city  that  once  fwayed  the  fceptre  of  the 
world  *. 


*  It  would  be  unfair  to  omit  that  the  popular  commotion  at 
Rome  has  been  attributed  to  the  arts  of  the  French  Ambafiador  :  it 
feems  more  likely,  however,  that  the  French  only  profited  by  fo  fa- 
vourable an  opportunity?  to  fatiate  their  love  of  dominion. 


GUIK- 
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GUINGUENE, 

Better  known  for  his  literary  than  his  legiflative 
talents,  is  one  of  the  many  men  of  letters  in  France 
who  have  diftinguifhed  themfelves  by  their  writings 
in  favour  of  liberty,  and  their  aitions  in  fupport  of 
the  revolution.  Like  them  too,  he  entertains  a  ve- 
neration, nearly  bordering  en  idolatry,  for  the  me- 
mory of  RoufTeau. 

"  Genius  is  avenged  !  "  he  exclaims,  "  the  French 
nation  has  vindicated  itfelf  in  the  face  of  Europe! 
it  has  decreed  a  ftatue  to  the  author  of  the  Social 
Contract,  and  enadied  that  his  widow  mail  be  main- 
tained at  the  expence  of  the  ftate.  This  recom- 
pence,  after  the  ancient  ftyle,  is  at  once  worthy  of 
a  people  to  whom  the  ancients  are  no  longer  a 
fource  of  envy,  fince  they  have  become  free;  and 
of  a  great  man  who  was  the  ohje£t  of  defpotick  per- 
fection, only  becaufe  he  endeavoured  to  recall  na- 
tions to  the  enjoyment  of  their  primeval  liberty. 

cc  I  offer  my  mite  of  incenfe  at  the  foot  of  his 
ftatue.  Shall  fcience,  of  which  he  hjis  b^en  fo  dif- 
^tinguifhed  an  ornament,  although  he  has  declaimed 
fo  much  againft  it — (hall  fcier.ce  be  mute  in  his 
praife,  after  a  revolution  fo  propitious  to  his  glory? 
Long  before  our  legislators  had  decreed  him  publick 
honours,  they  had  already  adopted  the  greater  part 
of  his  principles,  and  frequently  mentioned  his  name 
with  refpeft :  our  artifts  had  almofl:  exhausted  their 
induftry,  in  ere£ting  monuments  for  him  \  cur  pa- 

triotick 
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triotick  youth  had  carried  his  effigy  In  triumph 
around  the  ruins  of  that  Baftille  which,  but  for  his 
efforts,  perhaps  would  have  been  yet  ftanding ! 

"  This  is  not  the  only  homage  they  have  jjtaid  him. 
On  receiving  intelligence  of  the  event,  a  company 
of  young  men,  who  had  affociated  under  the  intereft- 
ing  title  of  Friends  to  the  Injirulior  of  Emilius^ 
unanimoufly  entered  into  the  following  refutations: 

"  i ft.  That  the  decree  of  the  national  afiembly 
be  perpetuated  on  a  column  of  marble.  And,  2dly, 
That  a  deputation  of  fix  youths  repair  to  Ermenon- 
ville,  in  the  ifle  of  Poplars,  the  refling-place  of  this 
man  of  tiuth  and  nature,  to  fix  the  engraved  de- 
cree at  the  entrance  of  his  maufoleum,  and  place 
a  bough  of  olive,  and  a  crbwn  of  laurel  on  his 
tomb  ! 9> 

Guinguene,  along  with  Marmontel,  fince  dead, 
and  Delille,  Ducis,  and  Fontaine,  has  been  appoint- 
ed a  profeflbr  of  Belles  Lett  res  in  les  E  coles  Centrales.. 
of  Paris,  The  way  they  were  chofen  muft  be  con- 
feffed  to  have  been  truly  novel  :  it  was  by  means  of 
a  jury,  wrho  fele£ted  them  from  the  other  candi- 
dates. 

Guinguene  is  well  aware  of  the  importance  of 
his  new  office  in  a  commonwealth,  and  there  is  little 
doubt  but  that  this  enlightened  inftru&or  will  en^ 
deavour  to  render  his  difciples  virtuous  and  able  ci- 
tizens. 


GENERAL 
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Oftend  of  courfe  participated  in  the  fate  of  the 
reft  of  Auftrian  Flanders,  and  yielded  to  the  arms  of 
France.  The  enemy  entered  the  country  in  every 
poflible  direction,  fome  by  land,  fome  by  water,  and  in 
the  courfe  of  a  fingle  night  a  little  army  arrived,  and 
difembarked  from  the  neighbouring  canals.  Its  ar- 
rival, indeed,  was  fo  fudden  and  unexpected,  that 
the  men  appeared  to  have  a&ually  dropped  from  th$ 
.clouds. — No  avant- couriers,  no  quar^r-mafters  ge- 
nerals—not a  fingle  officer  of  the  etat*  major  pre- 
ceded, to  announce  the  event,  procure  billets,  mark 
out  encampments,  or  provide  forage. 

There  were  neither  boats  nor  waggons  loaded 
with  provifions  to  accompany  ;  no  baggage  followed. 
The  officers  and  foldiers  carried  every  thing  along 
with  them,  literally  en  their  backs.  As  you  looked 
towards  the  rear,  you  beheld  knapfacks  no  larger 
than  thofe  employed  during  a  field-day  in  Hyde- 
park;  when  you  furveyed  the  front  rank,  you  could 
alone  difcover  preparations  for  a  march,  the  bayonets 
being  employed  as  fkewers  to  fupport  pieces  of  flefh 
and  loaves  of  bread,  which  were  ftuck  on  fantafti- 
cally,  and  exhibiting  the  idea  of  a  foreft  hung  with 
provifions,  feemed  to  bid  defiance  to  the  rapacity  of 
contraftors  ! 

Such  a  body  of  troops,  fo  cheerful,  yet  fo  fcant!ly 
fupplied,  appeared  as  if  determined  to  conquer. 

The  officers  and  men  joked  with  one  another;  all 
feeme.I  anarchy;  there  appeared  to  be  neither  order, 

dif- 
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difcipline,  fubordination,.  nor  gradation  of  ranks.  A 
captain,  who  had  the  word  Citoyen  conftantly  in  his 
mouth,  was  jocularly  told  to  be  filent  by  a  private, 
as  he  had  been  only,  a  procureury  and  not  an 
av&cat  *. 

That  very  night  a  tambour  (a  drummer)  was  feen 
playing  at  billiards  with  the  colonel  of  his  regiment, 
and  high  words  enfuing,  the  man  of  parchment 
obliged  his  commanding  officer  to  beat  a  retreat. 

*  At  length  the  hour  for  the  jacobin  club  arrived,. 
and  the  officers  and  foldiers  entered  pele-mele. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  fame  evening,  the  municipality 
was  fummoned  to  hold  a  seance^  by  the  commandant  of 
O-ftend.     It  was  an  important  period  5,  Louis  XVB 
was  a  pufoner,  and  his  fete  was  as  yet  undecided,— ~- 
It  was  accordingly  imagined  that  feme  intelligence^ 
connected  with -chat  event  was  about  to  be  difclofed, 
and  accordingly  the  hall  and  galleries  were  foon  filled.. 


*"■  Whoever  might  imagine  from  this,  that  fuch  manners  are  in-- 
competent  with  authority,  had  only  to  attend  a  French  parade  at 
that  period,  to  be  convinced  of  the  contrary.     The  badinage  un- 
doubtedly flew  from  right  to  left,  from  the  wings  to  ths  centre, 
from  the  rear  to  the  front  rank  j   but  no  fooner  was  the  word  of, 
command  given,  than  they  all.  drefl'ed  to  the  right,  and  each  battalion .. 
preferved  the  fthcleft  fijence.    In  action  it  is  otherwife  5  the  Ca  Ira 
and  the  Marjeillois  become  the  fas  de  charge,  and  in  this  they  imitate 
the  Greeks  rather  than  the  Romans,  for  the  veteran  legions  of  the 
tetter,  always  affected 'to  defpife  the  fhouts  employed  by  the  Bar- 
barians, when  they  joined  battle,  and  received  them  with  a  death-  - 
like  filence.     The  Greeks  on  the  contrary,  advanced  to'the  combat 
Cinging  hymns  to  liberty. 

Pagge, 
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Pogge,  formerly  a  markhal-ferrant  (in  plain 
Englifli  a  farrier)  and  who  had  rifen  to  his  prefent 
rank  by  his  lingular  intrepidity,  now  enters  with  an 
important  air,  fur  rounded  by  his  aides-des  camps^  and 
after  infilling  for  fome  time  on  the  multiplicity  of 
•  bufinefs  incident  to 'his  new  .office,  demands  a  fecre- 
tary;  for,  adds  he,  with  a  great  franknefs, — "  Jc  fuis 
un  boug — re — m — nt  bon  foldat^  rnais  mauvais  ecri- 
vcin!"  "  lama  d  ■  ■■  d  good  foldier,  but  a  bad 
penman ! M 
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The- name  of  this  great  man,  alike  dear  to  liberty 
and  the  fciences,  can  never  be  pronounced  without 
exciting  a  variety  of  melancholy  fenfations.  After 
-the  death  of  his  friends  and  preceptors,  Voltaire> 
Buffon,  D'Alembert,  &c.  who  (hone  like  fo  many 
jirilliant  ftars  in  the  galaxy  of  French  literature,  he 
vwas  confideied  as  the  chief  of  the  philofopher-s  of  his 
native  country.  His  character  threw  a  luftre  even 
en  the  revolution,  and  defied  the  (lander  of  thofe  who 
afTerted  that  great  -event  to  have  been  produced  and 
fupported  by  mean  and  fordid  minds;  but  his  death 
gratified  their  malice,  as  it  enabled  them  to  maintain 
that  neither  virtue,  nor  talents,  nor  patriotifm,  were 
f acred  from  the  furor  of  revolutionary  deftrudtion. 

M.  de  Caritat,  formerly  Marquis  de  Condorcet^ 
was  defcended  from  an  ancient  family*  He  had  ad- 
dicted himfelf  from  his  youth  to  ftudy;  and  as  men 

of 
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of  genius  generally  anticipate  the  age  in  which  they 
live,  the  conftitutional  monarchy  found  him  a  citizen 
already  devoted  to  the  caufe  of  freedom,A  and  at  the 
fell  of  the  throne,  the  pdople  in'him  beheld  a  zealous 
and  difinterefted  republican. 

Condorcet  was  the  fcholar  of  D'Alembert.  Under 
that  great  mafter,  who  predicted  his  future  celebrity, 
he  Applied  himfelf  to  mathematicks,  and  in  1767 
published  his  firft  work,  "  Efiai  d'Analyfe."  His 
fecond,  under  the  title  of  "  Recherches  fur  le  calcul 
integral/'  added  to  his  former  fame,  and  obtained  for 
him  the  reputation  of  a  mathematician  of  the  firft 
clafs.  The  fame  of  his  talents  at  length  attracted 
the  attention  of  government,  and  under  the  philofo- 
phical  adminiftration  of  M.  de  Turgot,  he  was  fe- 
lefled,  along  with  D'Alembert  and  BofTut,  to  aflift 
that  great  minifter  in  all  the  political  operations 
which  required  an  extenfive  knowledge  of  mathe- 
maticks. 

A  chafm  intervenes  in  his  literary  life,  between  the 
years  1775  and  1782,  during  which  he  publifhed 
nothing,  except  a  few  diflertations  inferted  in  the 
Tranfaftions  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences.,  He,  how- 
ever, was  not  idle;  for,  after  having  enfured  the  re- 
putation of  one  of  the  greateft  mathematicians  of  his 
age,  he  applied  himfelf  to  other  branches  of  fcience, 
and  efpecially  to  metaphyficks  and  politicks. 

The  firft  remarkable  publication  of  M.  Condorcet, 
after  thofe  we  have  already  enumerated,  was  the 
fpeech  pronounced  by  him  at  his  reception  into  the 
French  academy,  in  February  1782,  In  this  ela- 
borate   * 
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borate  produ&ion  he  exhibited  the  refult  of  that  in- 
eftimable  philofophy  which  he  had  imbibed  from  his 
friends  and  mailers,  and  prefented  a  complete  ana- 
lyfis  of  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  human  mind. 

"  Defcartes*,"  fays  he>  in  this  celebrated' produc- 
tion, "  n'avoit  revele  la  verite  qu'aux  fages.  Bacon, 
Mallebranche,  Grotius,  Boffuet,  Pafchal,  &c.  n'a- 
voient  prefente  jufqu'alcrs  que  des  idees  ct  des  prin- 
cipes  decoufus:  C'eft  dans  ce  fiecle  que  pour  la 
premiere  foiss  'eft  deyeloppe  le  fyfteme  general  des 
principes  de  nos  connoiflances  .  .  .  •  .  ..la  raifon  a 
etc  aux  prifesavic'  l'erreur  et  Fignorance,  mais  nous 
Pavons  vue  fortir  vietorieufe :  enfin  la  verite  a  vaincu, 


*  Defcartes   revealed   truth  to  the  wife  alone.    Bacon,  M, 
branche,  Grotius,  BofTuet,  Pafchal,  &c.  had,  until  then,  preferr- 
ed us  with  no'hing  but  crude  ideas  and  principles.    It  is  during 
our  own  age,  that  the  general  fyftem  of  principles  which  lead  to 
our  attainments,  has  been  for  the  firffc  time  developed. 

Reafon  was  at  war  with  errour  and  ignorance,  but  we  have  at 
length  beheld  her  return  victorious  f;om  the  combat:  in  &orr, 
truth  hath  conquered,  and  the  world  is  faved. 

We  now  behold  our  very  youth,  uniting  in  themfelves,  more  real 
knowledge  than—I  will  not  fay  the  greateft  men  of  antiquity—but 
*venthofe  of  the  17th  century,  could  have  acquired  by  long  con. 
tinued  labours. 

Directed  by  philofophy,  roan  in  a  mort  time  will  no  longer  have 
occafion  to  Men  to  any  thing  but  the  language  of  his  heart,  and  his 
reafon,  in  order  to  fulfil,  from  natural  inclination,  the  fame  duties 
which  now  occafion  fo  many  efforts  and  Sacrifices.  Man,  becomh  g 
in  fome  meafure  an  automaton,  under  the  empire  of  genius,  wUl 
praftise  the  greatest  virtues,  in  the  fame  manner  as  by  aid  of 
machines,  a  workman  can  now  produce  a  mailer-piece  of  ingcnuii  - , 
.without  exhibiting  any  degree  of  intelligence  or  addrefs. 
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et  le  monde  eft  fauve.    Nous  voyons  une  jeunefle 
reunifTant  plus  de  connoiflances  reelles  que  n'ont  pu 
en  acquerir,  par  de  longs  travaux,  les  plus  grands 
hommes,  je  ne  dis  pas  de  Pantiquite,  mais  meme  du 
dix-feplleme  fiecle  ......  Dirige  par  la  philofophie, 

1'homme  n'aura  befoin  que  d'ecouter  la  voix  de  fori 
coeur  et  de  faraifon,  pour  remplir,  par  un  penchant 
naturelyles  memes  devoirs  qui  lui  coutenr  aujourd'hui 
des  efforts  et  des  facrifices L'homme  au- 
tomate fous  l'empire  du  genie,  pratiquera  les  plus 
grandes  vertus,  comme  a  Paide  des  machines,  un 
ouvrier  execute  fans  intelligence  et  fans  adrefle  des 
chefs- d'oeuvres." 

While  D'Alembert  was  11  111  fecretary  to  the 
French  academy,  Condorcet  had  been  appointed  his 
fuccefibr,  and  when  that  illuftrious  philofopher 
happened  to  die,  in  the  year  1783,  he  fulfilled 
all  the  duties  of  that  office.  This  opened  a  new 
field  to  his  talents  ;  for  he  new  employed  his  pen  in 
writing  the  iloges  of  his  deceafed  colleagues. 

Everyone  knows  how  much  the  French  literati 
have  excelled  in  this  fpecies  of  biography,  and  it  is 
likewlfe  known  how  much  it  has  been  improved 
from  one  generation  to  another. 

Fontenelle,  Thomas,  D'Alembert,  had  furpaffed 
each  other  in  their  turn,  and  it  was  referved  for  the 
<*lory  of  Condorcet  to  excel  his  three  illuftrious  pre- 
decefTors,  by  uniting  the  eloquence  of  Thomas  with 
the  philofophy  of  D'Alembert,  His  firft  fpecimen, 
dedicated  to  the.  memory  cf  his  friend  and  preceptor, 

was 
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was  recited  before  the  academy,  in  the  year  1784; 
the  eulogium  of  the  celebrated  mathematician  Euler 
was  delivered  in  1785. 

Were  mathematicks  a  favourite  purfuit  with  the 
generality  of  readers,  we  fnould  enter  into  fome  de- 
tails relative  to  thefe  two  mafter-pieces  of  biogra-*- 
phy.  We  cannot  refrain,  however,  from  taking  no- 
tice of  two  fublime  paffagcs. 

;  M.  D'Alembert  was  a  bafiard.  and  elevated  in  the 
.foundling  hofpital  : 

"  What  is  that"  fays  his  biographer,  "  to  a  great 
man?  His  true  ancejfors  are  fhfe  zvho  have  preced- 
ed him  in  the  career  of  genius  \  his  poferity  are 
thofe  who  imitate  hi?n  f" 

Speaking  of  Euler,  the  author  of  many  important 
difcoveries  : 

u  This  is  the  man,"  fays  Condorcet,  "  zvho  has 
repaired  the  honour  of  the  continent,  zvhich  until  his 
time,  had  no  one  to  oppofe  to  Nevjton" 

The  fucccfs  obtained  in  this  new  line,  prompted 
Condorcet  to  pre  fen  t  the  publick  with  interefc- 
nig  lives  of  other  eminent  peifcns  of  his  own 
age,  and  in  the  year  1786,  he  publiihed  the  eloge  of 
the  famous  comptroller  general  Turgot,  in  two  fmal-I 
volumes  8vo.  This  work  is  not  fufficicntly  known- 
in  England,  although  it  muft  be  allowed  to  be  ^1 
fingufar  one  in  every  point  of  view,  for  it  exhibits 
theJife  of  an  amiable  and  philanthropick  financier* 
M.  de  Turgot  was  a  great  philofopher,  and  amhor 
of  many  metaphyseal  articles  in  the  encyclopedia. 
He  was  alfo  celebrated  in  Fiance  on  account  of  his: 

E  2  method 
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methodical  and  fyftematical  fpirit.  He  had  attempt* 
ed,  fays  Condorcet,  to  carry  into  execution  the 
advice  of  Lord  Bacon,  "  notiones  communes  penitus 
abolere,  atque  intelle&um  abrafum  et  aequum  ad 
particularia  de  integro  applieare,"  and  he  had  been 
(o  far  fuccefsful  in  attaining  this,  that  he  was  heard 
to  hy  more  than  once,  "  that  he  had  acquired  a 
fyftematical  range  of  thoughts,  conne&ed  with  each 
other  in  an  indiflbiable  chain,  from  which  it  was 
hardly  poiTible  for  him  to  detach  a  fingle  link  with- 
out endangering  the  whole." 

"  A  man  like  this,"  adds  Condorcet,  "  was  not 
welcome  at  the  court  of  Verfailks,  and  when  he 
dared  to  raft  into  the  den  of  thofe  monjlers  who  riot 
on.  the  French  finances,  he  was  devoured  by  them" 

Voltaire  who  was  an  admirer  of  Turgot,  and  who, 
on  vifiting  him  at  Paris,  ran  towards  him  in  a  kind 
of  ecftacy,  crying — "  laifJe%~moi  haifer  la  main  qui 
a  figne  ie.  faint  du  peuple  *j"  foon  after  his  difgrace 
coiifoled  him  with  a  beautiful  poem  entitled, "  Epitre 
a  un  homrne." 

No  man  was  more  worthy  of  fuch  a  biographer 
than  Vohaire  hirnfelf,  the  glory  of  the  French  lite- 
rature. Accordingly,  Condorcet  published  his  life  in 
the  year  1787. 

This  new  work  not  only  furpafled  all  the  preced- 
ing ones  of  the  fame  author,  but  every  other  of  the 
fame  kind,  in  either  ancient  or  modern  times ;  and 


*  "  Permit  me  to  kifs  the  hand  that  has  figned  the  falvation  of 

the  people.*' 

had 
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Rad  Voltaire  himfelf  been  alive,  he  would  have  felt 
that  even  his  celebrated  attempts  fell  fhort  of  his 
own  life.  Until  then  the  hiftory  of  Charles  the 
XII.  of  Sweden,  was  generally  thought  the  beft 
piece  of  biography  in  exiftence.  It  was  fo  no  more 
after  the  labours  of  Condorcet. 

The  work  in  queftion,  being  very  well  known  in. 
this  country,  it  would  be  unneceffary  to  trouble  the 
publick  with  any  particulars  concerning  it.  It 
may,  however,  be  remarked,,  that  it  exhibits  a 
finifhed  picture  of  the  improvements  of  the  prefent 
age,  for  the  exertions  of  Voltaire,  were  intimately 
conne&ed  with  the  general  progrefs  of  the  human 
mind,  during  the  18th  century  :  the  author,  indeed, 
fully  demonftrated  the  truth  of  the  motto  prefixed- 
By  him  from  the  tragedy  of  cc  Les  Druides :" 

"  I/exemple  d'un  grand  homme  eft  le  flambeau  facre, 
"  Qwe  le  cicl  bienfaifant,  dans  cette  nuit  profonde, 
"   Allume  quelquefois  pour  le  bonheur  du  monde  !'* 

After  having  written  the  life  of  the  immortal  Vol- 
taire, Condorcet  might  have  flopped  in  his  career, 
But  there  was  another  eminent  character  who  now 
folicited  and  deferved  his  attention. 

In  the  publick  fitting  of  the  academy  of  fciences^ 
on  the  13th  of  November,  1790,  he  recited  the  ettlo- 
gium  of  Franklin,  with  the  well  known  motto  : 
"  Eripuit  cselofulmen,  mox  fcaeptra  tyrannis  " 

This  publication,  however,  experienced  but  little 
Cuccefs.  It  was  allowed,  indeed,  to  be  worthy  a  fecre- 
tary  of  the  academy,  and  everyone  acknowledged 
that  Condorcet  had  given  a  concife  review  of  Dr; 

E  3.  Franklin?* 


42  CONDORCET. 

Franklin's  exertions  in  favour  of  philofophy,  of  man- 
kind, and  of  his  native  country.  But  it  was  remark- 
ed at  the  fame  ime,  that  the  ideas  were  not  always  ex- 
prefled  with  fufficient  neatnefs  of  ftyle,  an<J  elegance 
of  phrafeol  ogy. 

It  was  now  high  time  for  Condorcet  to  exhibit 
his  abilities  in  politicks.  He  accordingly  brought 
fjrth  a  new  edition  of  Smith's  inquiry  into  the 
cc  Wealth  of  Nations,"  to  which  he  added  his  own 
notes.  "  This,"  fays  he,  c<  which  the  Englifh  call 
the  firft  of  books,  obtained  in  France,  the  approba^ 
tron  of  a  fmall  number  of  adepts.  Smith  was  the 
teacher  of  a  myfterious  fcience,  whofe  improvements 
the  tyrants'  were  greatly  defirous  to  ftop,  for  they 
were  interefted  to  prevent  their  fubje£ts  from  found- 
ing the  depth  of  publick  economy.  Our  revolution 
has  placed  Smith  in  his  true  apogeum.  Political 
economy  is  now  an  eafy  fcience,  the  comforting  di- 
vinity of  the  devotees  of  liberty,  and  the  antidote  of 
that  deftruetive  art,  which  under  the  name  of  finance, 
formerly  overturned  the  foundations  of  publick  hap- 
pinefs,  and  undermined  the  facred  principles  of  equa- 


It  might  appear  aftonifhing,  notwithftanding  fo 
many  Angular  merits,  that  Condorcet  was  not  ap- 
pointed a  deputy  to  the  ftates-general,  if  we  did  not 
know,  that  but  few  were  elected  on  that  occafion, 
who  happened  to  be  either  in  the  fervice  -of  the 
court,  or  enjoyed  places  and  penflons  under  the  old 
.    vernment. 

But 
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But  while  the  flrft  edition  of  the  French  patriots 
performed  the  greateft  fervices  to  their  native  coun- 
try, in  the  national  aflembly,  Condorcet  dedicated 
his  pen  to  the  promotion  of  the  new  order  of  things, 
'and  in  confequence  of  his  zeal,  was  nominated  a 
reprefentative  in  the  fecond  legislature.  In  the  mean 
time  he  beftowed  all  his  leiuire  moments  on  the 
celebrated  work,  entitled,  "  La  Bibliotheque  de 
fhomme  Public"  This  publication  was  intended  as 
an  analyfis  of  all  the  political  writers  from  Xeno- 
phon  to  Raynal  ;  and  Condorcet,  in  addition  to  his 
own  labours,  had  invoked  the  afliitance  of  the  learned 
civilian  La  Croix,  M.  Peyflbnell,  formerly  conful 
in  the  Crimea,  author  of  the  Commerce  de  la  Mer- 
Noire,  &c.  and  other  eminent  men.  He  himfelf 
however,  was  the  chief  conductor  of  the  work,  in 
which  he  alfo  interfperfed  now  and  then,  fome  fhort 
effays,  and  differtations  of  his  own. 

After  the  Bibliotheque  de  Vhomme  Public^  he  pub* 
lifhed,  in  the  year  1791,  two  very  celebrated  me- 
moirs on  public!:  inftru£tion  ;  in  one  of  thefe  he- 
fupported  his  beloved  principle,  that  mankind  was 
perfe£tab!e  in  infinitum  y  in  the  other  he  pointed  out 
the  execution  of  this  plan  in  a  free  nation.  If  the 
prefent  mode  of  organizing  publick  fchools,  and  the 
national  inftitute  in  France,  fiiould  prove  beneficial 
to  the  republick,  it  ftands  indebted  for  both  to  the  fu* 
periour  mind  of  Condorcet.  It  was  he  who  was  the 
iirft  to  conceive  the  idea  of  the  four  diftinft  degrees 
of  inftru&ion: 

fiE  For 
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I  ft.  For  villages  5 

2d.  For  diftri&s  ; 

3d.  For  departments  ; 

And,  4th.  For  the  metropolis. 

It  is  likewife  owing  to  him,  that  the  project  of 
paying  all.  fchool-mafters  from  the  publick  treafuryy 
in  order  to  fave  them  from  the  humiliation  of  the 
individual  fees  of  their  pupils,  was  adopted. 

Soon  after  his  appointment  to  a  feat  in  the  fe- 
cond  legiflature,  Condorcet  became  the  Briareus. 
of  the  revolution.  It  is  impoffible  to  form  an  idea, 
much  lefs  to  give  an  enumeration  of  his  labours 
and  exertions.  A  fingle  day  fcarcely  occurred 
in  which  he  did,  not  fpeak  on  every  branch  of  ad- 
miniftration,  and  the  records  of  the  jacobin  club 
(then  uncontaminated  with  blood)  teftify  his  fre- 
quent motions  there.  Befides  this,  he  became  the 
chief  Sondu&or-  of  the  journal  entitled,  "  La  Chro~ 
nique  de  Paris*  -"  he  alfo  wrote  occafionally  in  the 

journal 


*  As  Franklin  in  America,  and  Briflfbt  and  Condorcet  in  France, 
are  prehaps  the  only  perfons  who  have  fucceeded  in  rendering  trie 
fituation  of  a  Journalift  refpeclable,  it  has  been  deemed  proper  to  tranf* 
c.ribean  article  written  by  the  laft  of  thefe  celebrated  men,  from  the 
Chron'tfue  de  Paris,  No.. 32 7,  as  a  fpecimen  of  his  flyle  and  manner. 

"  ASSEMBLEE  NATIONALE, 

Seance  du  22  Novembre. 

Presidence  de  M.  Vaublanc. 

.     Le  decret  de  TafTemblee  naticnale  fur  les  troubles  religleux,  a  fait 

jiaitre  une  grande  queftion.     On  demande  fi  les  pretres  papiftefc 

ixreteronVou  ne  pretejont  pas  ie  ferment  civiques.    Quelques  pr6- 

lats,. 
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journal  of  Briflbt,  called,  "Le  Patriote  Francois," 
in  the  tC  Annates  Patriotiques"  o£  Carra,  &c 

But 


lats,  quelques  abbes  commendatahes  efperent  encore  que  contre  la 
hi  nationale,  on  depouiilera  les  nouveaux  acquereurs  des  proprie- 
tes  qu'ils  ont  payees  a  un  prix  un  peu  plus  reel  que  celui  auquel 
cts  fuccefleurs  des  apotres  les  avoient  autrefois  achetets  des  dames 
=de  la  cour.  lis  pretendent,  en  confluence,  qu'on  ne  peut  en 
confcUnce.prj6ter.ce  ferment.  En  effet,  difsnt-ils,  la  conftitution 
rcnferme  la  liberte  des  opinions  religieufes  et  celle  des  cultes,  ct 
qui  eft  evidemment  contraire  aux  droits  du  Pape.  On  pourroit 
leur  ohferver  que  fuivant  ce  principe,  un  pretre  catholique  ne  peut 
jurer  en  confeience  que  le  maintien  des  confutations  ou  fa  reli- 
gion eft  dominance.  Or,  avouer  ce  principe,  e'eft  fe  declarer 
P.ehnemi  des  neuf-dixiemes  du  genre  humain.  On  pourroit  leur 
demander  auHi  s'ils  ont  tenu  ce  langage  dans  les  pays  ou  ite  ne  fe 
font  pas  trouvts  les  plus  forts,  et  fi  leur  ohffcination  a  y  perfifler 
tfannonce  pas  des  efperances  qui  doivent  juftifier  toutes  les  me- 
fures  qu'on  pcut  prendre  contre  eux.  En  effet,  fans  un  appui  fe- 
cret,  fans  une  confeience  qu'ils  ont  eu  Tart  de  feduire,  oferoient- 
ils  a/Bcher  des  maximes  que  le  cardinal'  de  Lorraine  eut  rougi  de 
profeflef  ?  Oferoient-ils  affeclerdes  pretentions  qui  auroient  revoke 
les  efprits  fuperftitieux  du  i4e.  fiecle?  Cependant,  comme  quelques 
pretres  font  affez  au  courant  des  opinions  du  fiecle  pour  ne  pas 
donner  dans  ce  piege,  ils  ont  imagine"  un  autre  fyfteme  :  ils  ont 
dit :  jurer  de  maintenir  la  conftitution,  c'efl  jurer  de  maintenir  les 
lois  reglementaires  emanees  des  pouvoirs  conititues.  Or,  plufieurs 
de  ces  lois  ble  flint  ia  confeience  facerdotale  ;  mais  comme  on  ne 
peut  refufer  la  promefle  de  maintenir  uneloi,  a  moins  de  fe  croire 
oblige  de  ne  pas  Texecuur,  il  refulte  de  cette  pretention,  qu'un 
rniniftre  de  Peglife  romaine  ne  peut  fe  croire  tenu  d'executer  les 
lois  d'un  pays  qui  ne  s'eft  pas  foumis  a  toutes  les  fantaifies  des 
pretres  de  cette  religion  ;  et  comme  apparemment  ils  ne  croyent 
pas  avoir  une  autre  morale  que  celle  des  hommes,  il  s'enfuit  q'u'au* 
cun  individu  ne  peut  fe  croire  oblige  d'obeir  a  la  constitution  da 
pays  qu'il  habite,  pour  peu  qui  fuivant  fes  opinions  particulieres; 

it 
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But  if  his   ardent  patriotifm  obtained  for  him 
the  higheft  reputation- among  the  friends  of  liberty* 

it 


il  fc  trouvc  dans  le  fyfteme  entier  des  lois  qui  font  obligatoires,. 
d'apres  cette  conftitution,  un  feul  article  contraire  au  droit  nature].. 
D'oii  il  refulceroit  evidemment  qu\aucan  hommc  ne  peut  s'engager 
dTobeir  aux  lois  dc  fon  pays,  car  jufqu'ici  ii  n'exiftc  aucun  fyfteme 
de  lois  dont,  aux  yeux  de  chaque  citoyen,  tous  les  articles  foient 
con  formes  a  la  regie  ctcrnelle  du  droit. 

Par  une  confluence  neceflaire  du  meme  principe,  il  n'y  a  de  lois 
legitimes  que  celles  qui  font  cohformes  a  la  volonte  des  pretres 
catholiques,  et  e'eft  un  defpotifme  abfolu  qp'ils  reclament  fous  le    I 
nom  de  liberte. 

On  voir  done  que  cette  morale,  facerdotale  meme  a  la  diflblution 
de  toute  fociete  politique  ;  et  il  favu  applaudir  a  la  fagefTe  de  l'af- 
femble  na'iionale,  qui  a  enfih  force  les  pretres  a  montrer  leur  fyf- 
teme d'immortalite  dans  toute  fa  turpitude,  qui,  la  premiere,  a 
eu  le  courage  de  leur  amcher  le  mafque  tout  entier.  lis  pourronj 
encore  tromper  queiques  princes  j  ils  pourront  les  entrainer  dans 
un  culte  ccmnv.m,  mais  ils  ne  feduiront  plus  les  nations.  Leur 
cenduite  en  France  eft  une  iecon  dont  tous  les  peuples  faurontea 
proflter.  On  les  verra  encore  s'introduire  myfterieufement  dans  le 
cabinet  de  queiques  rois,  leur  donner  des  confeJls  perftdes,  peut- 
etre  feire  couler  le  fang  humain  dont  ils  s'abreuvent  depuis  tant  de 
fiecles  3  ils  peuvent  nuire  encore,  mais  ils  ne  peuvent  plus  regner, 

Apres  la  iefture  du  proces,  on  a  annonce  a  FaiTemblee  que  le 
roi  avoit  nomine  MM.  Duverricr  et  Bertholio  pour  ajffifterau  tirage 
par  le  fort  des  juges  de  la  haute  cour  nationale.. 

Les  quatre,  dont  le  nom  eft  forti  de  Purne,  font  MM,  Creufet* 
Latouche,  du  departement  de  la  Vienne  j  Marquis,  du  departement 
de  la  Meufe;  Aldaret,  du  departement  de  l'Aude  5  Calmes,  du  de- 
partement de  la  Manche. 

Le  comite  diplomatique  a  fait  font  rapport  des  mefures  a  prendre 
relativsment  aux  rafTemblemens  des  francais  emigres,  M.  Coch, 
rapporteur,  a  obferve  que  ces  rafTemblemens  etoient  egalement 
contraires.  e.t  au  droit  des  gens  et  aux  loix  de  1' empire  germaniquc, 
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it  expofed  him  at  the  fame  time,  to    the  moft  ille- 

beral 


ct  que  Urol  devoit  requerir  a  la  fois  et  les  princes,  qui  au  mepris 
de  loix  de  leurpays,  auxquelks  Us  etoient  foumis  comme  ies  autre* 
citoyens,  ■fuffroient  cesrafTemblemens,  et  les  direcloires  des  cercles, 
qui  auroient  du  les  empecher>  et  la  diette  de  Ratis'bonne,  qui  au- 
roit  du  fe  fouvenir  qu'eile  doit  a  la  France  le  refte  d?independance 
dont  jouit  l'empire,  de  difliper  cette  horde  de  princes,  de  deferteurs, 
lie  banqueroutiers,  et  de  fauffaires,  qui  nuifllnt  plus  au  p?ys  qu'iis 
habitent  qu'a  celui  qu'ils  menacenc.  En  confequence,  il  a  propofe 
de  charger  le  -pouvoir  executif  de  faire,  ce  qu'en  lui  fuppofant,  je 
ne  dis  pas  de  bonnes  intentions,  mais,  un  refte  de  pudeur,  il  i'au- 
roit  du  executer  il  y  a  plus  de  fix  mois  5  mais^  on  afTure  que  M. 
de  Montmorin,  pour  reparer  cette  negligence,  eft  alie  en  Efpagne  . 
demander  pardon,  au  norn  de  la  nation  francaife,  de  fon  peu  de  poli- 
tefTe  pour  Its  rois,  et  prier  celui  d'Efpagne  de  vculoir  bien  la  toie- 
•rer  jufqu'a  ce  qu'elle  fe  foit  corrigee. 

On  a  annonce  que  M,  Wiinpfen,  qui  cornmande  a  Newbrifacji, 
p  ete  follicite  de  livrcr  fa  place  aux  princes  francais,  qui  lui  promet- 
toicnt  pour  recompenfe  un  partake  honorable  dans  le  produit  du 
pillaf  "  x  France,  et  une  part  dans  les  hoehets  feodaux  dont  ils 
ont  a/fet'3  d'avance  la  d.ftribution.  M.  de  Wimp  fen  a  envoye  a 
JVf.  de  Lukncr,  fori  general,  une  copie  de  ces  nobies  proportions* 
<et  de  fa  reponfe.  I/afTemblee  a  decrete  que  le  rniniftre  de  la  guerre 
lui  rendroit  compte  des  depletes  qu'il  a  du  recevoir  de  M.  Luknef, 
et  dont  par  discretion  fans  doute  ii  a  jufqu'ici  prive  i'aiTernblee. 

Un  adVniniftrateurde  diftrict  dans  le  departernent  du  Haut-Rhin, 
a  cru  que  fa  confeience  i'obligcoit  de  ceclarer  qu'il  ne  pouvoit  prendre  " 
aucune  part,  ni  a  lYxecution  des  loix  relatives  a  1'osganifation  du 
ekrge,  ni  a  la  vente  des  biens  ecclefiaitiques.  Le  direcloire  de  fori 
diftrict  croyoit  que  cette  declaration  feditieufe  meritoit  qu1il  fu: 
fufpendu  de  fes  fonclions,  mais  le  direcloire  du  departement  a  craiflt 
que  cette  fufpenfion,  contraire  aux  opinions  manifeftees,  il  y  a 
quelques  mois,  par  M.  DekfTart,  ne  fut  contrariee  parle  gpuverne- 
ment.  Ce  direcloire  s'eft  furcment  trompe  j  M.  DekfTart  fait  tve$- 
fcien  qu'un  foaclionnaire  public  n'a  pas  droit  de  dire  qu'il  n'execu* 

urn 
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beral  abufe  on  the  part  of  the  royalifh  and  aristo- 
crats *. 

In  June  1792,  he  apologifed  in  the  hall  of  the 
jacobins,  for  the  conduit  of  Pethion  and  the  people 
of  Paris,  who  had  repaired  to  theThuilleries  in  order 
to  prefent  the  red  cap  to  the  king.  On  this  occa- 
fion,  he  was  particularly  happy  in  the  following 
fentiment  :  "  Le  peuple  a  offert  au  roi   ]e  bonnet 


tera  que  telle  ou  telle  parti  de  la  loi.  II  eft  bien  eloigne  de  s'oppo- 
&r  a  la  vente  des  bicns  nationaux,  &  furement  en  a  donne  uric 
faiifle  interpretation  a  une  phrafe  de  co.mmis  qu'il  aura  fignee  par 
distraction.  Ce  qui  le  prouve  encore  d'advantage,  e'eft  que  le 
rneme  direftoire.de  diftrift  a  donne  connoiflance  a  rafiemblee  d'une 
lcttre  du  merae  miniflre  ou  il  demande  qu'on  )ui  rende  compte  <Je 
la  difpofition'des  efpiits  relativement  aux  pretres  non-fermentes, 
arm  qu'il  en  puifle  inflruire  le  roi,  qui  eft  tres-curieux  de  le  favoir. 
1,1  eft  evident  que  Ton  intention  etoit  d'ajouter,  que  e'etoit  aunt  afin 
de  pouvoir  en  rendre  compte  a  i'afTemb'ee  nationale  j  malheureufe- 
ment  Fon Secretaire  a  oublie  cette  phrafe  entntielle,  •  **i  a  nui 
beaucoup'a  la  confiance  que,  ians  cela,  fa  lettre  auroit^  jpiree, 
fans  dcute,  a  tous  les  direftoires  du  royaume.  11  feroit  a  defirer 
que  M.  DelerTart  changeat  de  fecretalre  }  car  nous  n'ofons  porter 
nos  vceux  jufqu'a  defirer  que  le  roi  change  de  miniftres. 

CONDORCET." 

*  An  emigrant,  who  calls  himfelf  Count  Tilly,  among  other  things 
equally  monftrous  and  abfurd,  accufed  him  with  the  murder  of  his 
-friend  and  benefactor,  the  amiable  Duke  de  la  Rochefoucault !  Now 
it  is  notorious  to  every  one  acquainted  with  the  events  of  the  revo- 
lution, that  his  death  was  connected  with  the  majjacre  of  September^ 
and  that  the  ruin  of  Condorcct,  Brifibt,  Genfonnet,  &c.  was  preci- 
pitated ou  account  of  the  virtuous  indignation  they  had  always  cx- 
pre  fled  again  ft  the  authors,  inftigators  and  abettors  of  that  atro- 
cious deed. 

t  ■'.•;;  ronge> 
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mige  j   'Marc    Aurele    nc    Tauroit    pas    de- 
<kugne  *." 

This  of  courfe  excited  the  hatred  of  the  enemies 
^f  liberty,  and  Mallet  du  Pan  did  not  blufti  to  af- 
fert,  "  that  while  the  mathematician  Condorcet,  in- 
ftigated  the  jacobin  club  to  call  aloud  for  the  fup- 
preffion  of  the  title  of  majejiy  ;  h?  himfelf  was  in- 
triguing for  his  own  appointment,  as  a  governour  to 
the  dauphin,  and  the  admiflion  of  his  wife  at  court, 
es  a  lady  of  honour  to  the  queen !" 

Condorcet  was  of  courfe  eleded  a  member  of  the 
national  convention,  and  he  exafledjdl  the  regards 
due  to  his  genius,  fo  long  as  reafon  fwayed  the  deli- 
berations of  that  body. 

During  the  imprifonment  of  the  king>  he  difplay- 
ed  a  degree  of  moderation  and  philanthrophy,  which 
true  philofophy  could  only  infpire.  He  was  one  of 
thofe  who  thought  that  the  unfortunate  monarch  {ne 
ponvoit  pas  etre  mis  en  caufe)  could  not  be  brought 
to  judgment,  and  when  he  faw  that  no  attention 
was  paid  to  this  pofition,  he  maintained,  that  the 
greateft  penalty  that  ought  to  be  inflicted  oa  him 
fliould  be  perpetual  banifhment  frona  the  territories 
of  the  repubfick. 

.  The  party  of  la  Gironde,  then  predominant  in 
the  convention,  were  confeious  of  the  fuperiour  abi- 
lities of  their  colleague,  and  they  accordingly  fuffered 
him  to  a£t  the  moft  important  part,  under  their  ad- 


*  The  people  have  offered  the  red  cap-to  the  king  :  Marcus  Au- 
reiki!  would  not  Uavt  difdaincd  its  acceptance. 

F  miniflra- 
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miniftration.     By  a  fliort  pamphlet  entitled—"  Re- 
flexions fur   la  Revolution  de  1788,  et  fur  celle  du 
10  aout,  1792,"  which  in  the  language\of  an  emi- 
nent jonrn&lift   of  that   day,  contained  "  a  concife 
view  of  the  thoughts  of  a  great  man,  who  commands 
attention  and  fixes  publick  opinion-"  Condorcet  de- 
monstrated, that  he  was  the  perfon  beft  calculated 
to     draw    up    the    new    republican    conftitution. 
He    actually    undertook    this     province,    and    die 
formula    prefented    by   him,   was    immediately   ac- 
cepted.    It  prefcribed  a  fingle  council   for  the  le- 
.giflature,  and  an  executive  of  fix  members,  each  of 
whom  was  to  be  a  minifter  of  ftate  for  his  own  de- 
partment. 

Truth,  however,  obliges  us  to  confefs,  that  this 
prejedt  was  not  well  received  by  the  generality  of 
the  people  in"  France,  and  it  is  probably  known  to 
our  readers,  that  it  ferved  as  a  pretence  for  the  de- 
fection of  Dumouriea,  who  plainly  told  Camus, 
Drouet,  and  the  other  deputies,  whom  he  had  the 
audacity  to  arreft,  that  this  republican  conftitution 
was  a  complication  of  abfurdities,  and  that  he  was 
at  a  lofs.  to  conceive  how  fuch  nonfenfe  could  have 
fallen  from  the  pen  of  Condorcet. 

Here  ends  the  political  career  of  this  great  man. 
No  fooner  had  the  animofities  between  the  Giron- 
difts  and  the  Mountaineers  taken  a  ferious  turn,  than 
he  inftantly  perceived  the  dangers  impending  on  his 
own  country,,  from  the  overgrown  influence  of 
the  fanfcnlotterie.  He  was  certainly  as  much  at- 
tached to  a  popular  government,  and  as  firmly 
5  devoted 
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devoted  to  democratical  principles,  as  any  one  iu 
the  convention;  but  he  thought  that  the  reins 
of  adminiftration  fhould  be  intruded  to  the  hands 
of  thofe  only,  who,  in  confequence  of  a  liberal 
education,  were  beft  entitled  to  the  publick  confi- 
dence. He  accordingly  (pent  the  fpring  of  1793, 
in  the  moft:  complete  inactivity,  and  was  heard  to 
fay  to  fome  citizens  of  his  acquaintance — «  I  am 
afraid,  my  dear -friends,  it  will  be  (hortly  faid  of  our 
revolution : 

"  Definet  in  pifcem  mulier  formofa  foperne." 
On  the  fatal  31ft  of  May,  Condorcet  was  not  ar- 
refted,  an  omiffion  arifing,  perhaps,  out  of  fome  re- 
mains of  refpeit   for  his   name  and  talents.     But 
he   loudly    protefted    againft     that   dreadful    event, 
wrote  an  addrefs  to  the  department  of  L'Aifne  on 
the  occafion,  aflerted  publickly,  that  there  was  no 
freedom  in  the  national  convention,  and  joined  the 
deputies,  known  in  the  annals  of  the  French  revo- 
lution, under  the  appellation  oi\Les ftgnat aires  dts 
frotejlations  du  2d  et  ^d  Juin)  thofe  who   figned 
the  protefts  of  the  2d  and   3d  of  June.      He  was 
at  laft  decreed  to   be  in  a  ftate  of  accufation,    and 
orders  were  iffued  to   commit  him  to  "prifon.     He 
was  fortunate  enough,  however,  to  effe£t  his  efcape, 
on  which  the  blood-thirfty   Mountaineers    did   not 
fcruple  to  declare   him  (hors  de   la  hi,),  an    ouu 

law. 

Every  perfon  of  the  lcaft  fenfibility  muft  fliudder  at 
the  ferocious  animofity  difplayed  by  Robefpierre  againft 
this   great  man,  and  at  the  illiberal  farcafms  which1 

F  2  he 
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he  uttered  againft  him  in  all  his  fubfequent  fpeechcs. 
11  Condorcet  •;"  faid  he,  «  eft  l'homme  qui  s'eft  Is 
plus  defhonore  dans  la  revplutibn.  Grayed  mathe- 
maticien  au  jugement  des  gens  de  lettres^  et  grand 
litterateur  au  jugement  des  geomctres,  il  n'etoit 
qu'un  confpirateur  timide,  lache,  meprife  de  tous 
Its  partis." 

The  various  places  in  which  Condorcet  was  fe- 
vered during  his  perfection,  were  fo  ftri&ly  con- 
cealed by  the  fidelity  of  his  friends,  that  it  was 
generally  believed  in  Paris,  and  indeed,  over  all 
France,  that  he  had  efcaped  into  Switzerland ;  and 
thqf  he  lived  there  in  obfcurity,  under  a  borrowed 
same.  Though  he  ceafed  to  exift  in  April  1794, 
it  was  not  before  the  month  of  January  1795,  that 
his  death  was  made  known  to  the  publick  by  his 
tffconfi  late  widow.  This  unfortunate  woman — (he 
fcerfelf  a  great  female  philofopher,  and  firmly  de* 
voted  to  the  revolution,  addrefled  a  letter  on  that  ■ 
mournful  occafion  to  the  convention,  giving  infor- 
mation of  her  hufiband's  demife,  and  claiming  his 
afhes  !  The  jepiftle  produced  confirmation  in  "the 
legiflative  body,  and  left  the  French  people  fhould 
conceive  a  dill  ike  to  the  revolution,  or  be  pufhed  to 


*  "  Condorcet  is  the  man  who  has  the  moft  di/honoured  himfelf 
in  the  courfe  of  the  prefent  revolution.  A  great  mathematician  among 
men  sf  letters,  and  *  great  man  of  letters  among  geometricians*  he  was 
•nly  a  weak  and  timid  confpirator,  defpifed  by  all  parties."*' 

It  will  be  immediately  recolle&sd,  that  the  moft  witty  part  of 
this  libel  is  a  poor  imitation  of  our  Johnfon's  remark  on  Chefterfield  ; 
u  That  he  was  a  wit  among  lords,  and  a  lord  among  wits.'* 

fame 
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fome  excefs  by  this  difaftrous  intelligence,  Rewbell, 
who  happened  to  be  prefident,  thought  that  itfhould- 
not  be  inferted  in  any  of  the  publick  papers. 

The  author  of  this  article,  who  happened  to  be  at 
that  time  in  Paris,  was  an  eye  witnefs  of  the  indig- 
nation exprefled  by  the  whole  nation,  at  the  lofs  of 
fo  great  a  man,  and  an  eminent  writer  did  not  fcruple 
to  fay,  "  that  the  French  revolution  ought  to  be 
condemned  to  eternal  execration,  even  if  it  had 
produced  no  other  calamity  than  the  death  of  Lavoi- 
fier  and  Condorcet  !"     Another  learned  man,  Mr. 

G e,    wrote   a   very  elegtmt   poem,    with   the 

motto : 

Quis  defiderio  fit  pudor  aut  modus 
Tarn  cari  capitis  - 

And  M.  L"       e  publifhed  a  fine  elegy  with  another 
motto : 

Ignofcenda  quidem,  fcirent  ft  ignofcere  manes* 

Condorcet  was  about  fifty-four  years  of  age.  In 
addition  to  bis  genius  and  learning,  he  alfo  poflefled 
a  great  fund  of  politenefs,  and  exhibited  a  certain- 
degree  of  elegance  in  his  manners,  which  rarely  ac- 
companies a  man  whofe  life  has  been  devoted  to 
ftudy  *. 

F  3  The 


#  A  finiiTied  portrait  of  him  was  found  in  the  port -folio  of 
a  learned  foreigner,  who  has  lived  in  France  ever  fince  the 
year  17S9.  • 

"  J'ai  remarque,"  fays  he,  <{  la  tournure  fimple,  mais  fupe- 
rkurc    u  cntieremcnt  exemp.te  lis    ce    qu'on  appeile  miferes, 

J^fprit 
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The  writer  of  this  remarked  while  in  .Paris, 
that  the  ci-devant  March ionefs  of  Condorcet  was 
entirely  deftitute  of  friends.  Being  imbued  witb 
republican  principles,  fhe  was  deferted  by  her  own 
relations,  and  defpifed  by  all  the  fafhionable  world. 
On  the  other  hand,  as  fhe  was  an  accornpliflied  wo- 
man, fhe  fcorned  to  converfe  with  perfons  who  had 
not  received  a  liberal  education,  previoufly  to  the 
'eftablifhment  of  the  republick:  thus,  (he  was  entirely 
cut  off  from  fociety. 

It  would  appear  from  a  fpeech  lately  delivered  by 
a  celebrated  leader  in  the  council  of  Five  Hundred, 
that  this  refpecftable  lady,  after  the  laft  infurre&ion 
of  the  1 8th  Fruftidor^  was  put  on  the  lift  of  the 
emigrants,  and  committed  to  prifon.  Tallien  ex- 
claimed loudly  againfl:  this  notorious  injuftice  ;  for  it 
was  a  well-known  fa&,  that  MadamS  Condorcet  had 
never  gone  beyond  the  gates  of  Paris,  during  the 
whole  courfe  of  the  revolution.  A  meflage  was  ac- 
cordingly fent  to  the  Directory  on.  the  fubjeft,  who, 
to  their  eternal  difgrace,  returned  an  evafive  anfwer. 
Every  man  of  feeling  is  therefore  anxious  to  know 
the  future  deftiny  of  a  female,  entitled  to  the  efteem 
and  fympathy  of  all  Europe. 


Tcfpnt  ferieux,  dtendu,  calculateur,  geometre,  inftrult  dans  tows 
Ies  genres  \  l'habitude  conftante  et  l'amour  des  details,  la  facilil* 
d'y  apporter  une  philofophie  faine,  des  vues  politiques  et  admi* 
fiiftratives,  une  connoiflTance  du  cceur  humain,  un  peu-  de  malig- 
nite  rrJme  dans  les  recits  de  M.jte  Condorcet.^ 


Before 
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Before  this  article  is  clofed,  it  may  not  be  amifs 
to  mention,  that  the  moft  illuftrious  part  of  Con- 
dorcet's  life  is  that,  perhaps,  in  which  he  was 
hunted  down  by  the  daggers  of  profcription,  and  the 
flill  more  cruel  formulae  of  judicial  affaffination.— 
While  forced  to  feek  fhelter  in  woods  and  caverns, 
although  deftitute  of  friends,  of  confolation,  and 
fometimes  even  of  food,  inftead  of  venting  execra- 
tions againft  his  unjuft  country,  his  whole  mind  was 
bent  on  a  project  beneficial  to  humanity,  and  every 
moment  occupied  for  the  advantage  of  pofterity.— • 
It  was  during  the  laft  folltary  hours  of  his  pre- 
carious exiftence,  and  while  condemned  to  feek  a 
frefh  afylum  every  night  from  the  malice  of  his  ene- 
mies, that  he  conceived  the  plan  of  his  pofthumous 
work,  entitled,  "  Efquifle  d?un  Tableau  Hiftoriqae 
des  Progres  de  l'Efprit  Humain,"  in  which,  confider- 
ing  man  under  three  diftinft  points  of  view,  he 
enquires,  imo^  What  he  has  been  ?  2^7,  What  he 
is  ?     And,  3/0,  What,  by  proper  culture,  he  may  be? 

After  contemplating  him  both  in  the  favage  and 
civilifed  ftate,  and  glancing  at  the  day  "  when  the 
fun  in  his  courfe  fhall  only  fhine  on  free  nations," 
he  concludes  thus : 

<c  And  how  admirably  calculated  is  this  view 
of  the  human  race,  emancipated  from  its  chains, 
releafed  alike  from  the  dominion  of  chance,  as  well 
as  from  that  of  the  enemies  of  its  progrefs,  and  ad- 
vancing with  a  firm,  an  undeviating  ftep  in  the  paths 
of  truth,  to  confole  the  philofopher  lamenting  the 

erroursj 
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errours,  the  flagrant  a&s  of  injuftice,  the  crimes  with 
which  the  earth  is  flill  polluted  ? 

"  It  is  the  contemplation  of  this  profpecft  that  re- 
wards him  for  all  his  efforts  to  affift  the  progrefs 
of  reafon  and  the  eflablifhment  of  liberty.  He  dares 
to  regard  thefe  efforts  as  a  part  of  the  eternal  chain 
of  the  deftiny  of  mankind;  and  in  this  perfuafion  he 
finds  the  true  delight  of  virtue,  the  pleafure  of 
having  performed  a  durable  fervice,  which  no  vi- 
ciffitude  will  ever  deftroy,  by  means  of  a  fatal  ope- 
ration calculated  to  reftore  the  reign  of  prejudice 
and  flavery. 

"  This  fentiment  is  the  afylum  into  which  he 
retires,  and  to  which  the  meiYiory  of  his  perfecutors 
cannot  follow  him:  he  unites  himfelf  in  imagina- 
tion with  man  reftored  to  his  rights,  delivered  from 
oppreffion,  and  proceeding  with  rapid  ftrides  in  the 
path  of  happinefs. 

a  He  forgets  his  own  misfortunes  while  his 
thoughts  are  thus  employed ;  he  lives  no  longer  to 
adverfity,  calumny,  and  malice,  but  becomes  the 
affociate  of  thofe  wifer  and  more  fortunate  beings, 
whofe  enviable  condition  he  fo  earneftly  contributed 
to  produce." 

This  work  was  no  fooner  finifhed  than  he  be- 
came carelefs  of  life.     To  Garat  *  he  had  been  in- 
debted 

»■■  ■■■HI  .     ■■»!..■»■  .!-.■  ■  "      '"I  '  I      »'l .     .      ...    ■ — « 

*  "  A  rinflant  ou  Condorcet  avoit  ete  oblige  de  chereher  un 

alfyle,  je  lui  en  avoit  -fait  offrir  un  a  cote  de  moi,  a  Photel  meme 

de  Tinterieur,  et  jamais  je  n'aurcis  cru  employer  a  un  plus  digne 

ufage,  ni  unc  floaifcn,  ni  un  miniilre  de  la  republique. 

«  Cute 
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debted  for  an  afylum  in  the  houfe  of  the  mini  ft  er  of  the 
home  department,  at  the  very  time  the  revolutionary 
harpies  were  hovering  round,  and  thirfting  for  his 
blood.  From  the  fame  friend,  He  alfo  received  a 
dofe  of  poifon,  which  they  divided  "  as  brothers  do 
bread,"  and  on  being  recognized  and  feized  at  a 
village  to  which  he  had  repaired,  in  order  to  ob- 
tain a  morfel  to  fuftain  nature  !  He  fwallowed  the 
fatal  prefent,  and  in  this  manner  put  a  period  to  his 
wretched  exiftence  ! 

Thus  perifhed  by  his  own  hand,  long  before  the 
period  affigned  by  nature,  the  greateft  man  then  left 

in   France the  friend  of  Voltaire,  the  rival  of 

D'Alembert,  and  the  correfpondent  of  Frederick,  and 
of  Catherine.  At  an  early  period  of  life,  he  eafily 
vanquiflied  all  the  difficulties  of  fcience,  but  he  is 


"  Cette  violation  d'un  decret  eut  cte  pour  moi  la  plus  faint* 
execution  de  toutes  les  loix.  Lorfque  plufieurs  mois  apres  c* 
philofophe,  l'honneuf'de  !a  representation  nationale,  fut  oblige  d« 
fortir  du  leduit  facre  ou  une  ame  digne  de  la  fienne  l'avoit  derobe 
a  cette  population  immenfe  d'efpions  et  de  bourreaux  qui  avoit  par- 
tout  des  yeux  Sc  des  oreilles,  je  lui  fis  propofer  encore  de  fe  rendre 
a  une  maifon  que  je  poflede  a  dix  lieues  de  Paris,  &  ou  d'avance 
tout  feroit  difpofe  pour  le  receyoir.  L'eloignement  du  lieu,  la 
grande  difficulte  de  paflfer  d'un  departernent  a  Tautre  fans  pafle- 
port  rendant  l'execution  de  ce  projet  crop  perilleux,  je  nVoccupai 
a  lui  procurer  un  autre  afyle  plus  pes  de  celui  qu'il  avoit  €t& 
force  d'abandonner  ;  8c  e'eft  dans  ie  moment  ou  nous  c*oncertions 
les  mefures  que  l'infortune  alia  tomber  dans  les  mains  qui  don- 
^•ient  la  mort  a  tous  ceux  qui  ne  fe  la  donnoient  pas  eux-» 
aiemes." 

M/mofretfur  la  Revolutitn,  par  D.  J.  Carat,  p.  202. 

perhaps 
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perhaps  entitled  to  a  ftill  greater  degree  of  praife, 
for  overcoming,  the  prejudices  that  warp  themfelves 
round  the  human  heart.  Attached  to  the  haughty 
claims  of  the  nobility  by  birth,  he  warmly  contended 
for  Plebian  privileges  from  convidlion.  Interefted 
in  the  duration  of  the  ancient  government,  by  ho- 
nours, by  places,  and  by  penfions,  he  never  betrayed 
the  deftinies  of  his  country,  but  ftedfaftly  perfe- 
vered  in  the  firft  wilh  of  a  reafonable  being — that 
of  a  free  government  \  and  the  chief  duty  of  a  philo- 
fpher — the  .melioration  of  the  human  fpecies. 

The  legiflature  of  France,  which  had  bafely  per- 
mitted  him  to  be  outlawed,  at  length  paid  a  willing 
homage  to  his  memory  *•  But  his  own  works  will 
refcue  his  injured  name  from  oblivion,  and  the  fu- 
ture hiftorians  of  his  native  land,  will  avenge  his 
infulted  manes; 


*  The  convention  on  the  13th  Germinal^  17963  decreed  as  fol- 
lows: 

Art.  I.  La  commiflion  executif  de  i'infttuftipn  publique  ac- 
querera  fur  les  -ibnds  mis  a  fa  difpofition  3000  exemplaires  dc 
l'ouvrage  pofthume  de  Condorcet,  intitule,  "  Efquiffe,  &c." 

II.  Le  comite  d'inftrucYion  publique  eft  charge  de  veiller  a  ce 
que  ces  3000  exemplaires  foient  diitribues  dans  l'etendue  de  la  re- 
publique,  &  de  la  maniere  la  plus  utile  a  Tinftruclion.  Chaque 
snembre  de  la  convention  en  recevra  un  exemplaire.** 


The 
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Tlie  following  fafls  and  dates  may  prove  intereflingy 
perhaps,  to  fucb  readers  as  are  defirous  of  more 
particular  information  concerning  the  above  il- 
lujlrious  charafter.  They  arrived  too  late  to  be 
incorporated  in  the  life. 


John-Anthony-Nicholas  Caritat,  ci-devant  Mar- 
quis of  Condorcet,  was  called  by  the  firft  of  thefe 
names  in  France,  on  the  annihilation  of  nobility, 
although  he  ftill  continued  to  be  known,  and  cele- 
brated all  over  Europe,  by  the  fecond. 

He  was  defcended  from  an  ancient  family,  and  was 
born  at  Ribemont,  in  Picardy,  on  the  17th  of  Sep- 
tember 1743*. 

At  the  age  of  fifteen,  he  was  fent  to  the  college  of 
Navarre,  and  diftinguifhed  himfelf  while  there,  by 
his  attachment  to  mathematicks  and  phyficks,  in 
which  he  excelled  one  hundred  and  twenty  fcholars, 
attending  the  fame  courfe  of  inftru&ion. 

On  his  return  home,  he  continued  to  cultivate 
geometry,  and  in  order  to  have  better  opportunities 
for  improvement,  he  repaired  to  Paris,  in  1762, 
where  heattended  the  chemical  courfe  of  Macquer 
and  Beaume,  and  frequented  the  literary  focieties 
which  D'Alembert  had  affembled  at  the  houfe  of 
Mademoifelle  de  Lefpinaffe. 


*  Notice  fur  la  vie  et  les  ouvrages  de  Condorcet,  Par  J.  Lalande. 

When 
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When  only  twenty-two  years  of  age,  he  acquired 
oonfiderable   reputation  by    his    work   on  Integral 
Calculations,  and  was  already  numbered  among  the  j 
firft  mathematicians  of  Europe. 

In  1767,  he  publifhed  his  folution  of  the  Problem 
of  three  Bodies. 

In  1768,  appeared  the  firft  part  of  his  Analytical 
Effays. 

He  was  received  into  the  Academy  of  Sciences  on 
the  8th  of  March  1769,  and  from  that  period  until 
1773,  he  enriched  the  volumes  publifhed  annually 
by  that  learned  body,  with  memoirs  on  infinite  fe- 
ries,  partial  and  finite  differences,  equations  of  con- 
dition, tffc. 

About  the  fame  time,  he  peefented  an  anonymous 
pamphlet  to  the  publkrk,  in  which  he  defended  the 
philofophers  againft  the  attack  made  on  them,  by  the 
author  of  "  Les  Trois  Siecles"  and  employed  ridicule 
with  admirable  efFe£l,  in  the  caufe  and  advancement 
of  truth. 

On  the  10th  of  June  1773,  he  was  appointed  fe- 
cretary  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences,  and  in  addition 
to  the  Eloges  of  deceafed  members,  he  added  the 
lives  of  fuch  learned  men,  as  had  been  omitted  by 
Fontenelle. 

In  £781,  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  French 
Academy. 

Aoout  the  end  of  the  year  1786,  Condorcet  mar- 
ried Maria-Sophia  de  Grouchy,  a  lady  brought  up  in 
the  family  of  the  amhble  and  unfortune  Duke  de 
Rochefoucauld.     To  this  connexion,  he  appears  to 

have 
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have*  been  lefs  incited  by  her  youth,  beauty  and  ac- 
complishments, than  a  generous  fenfibility  *. 

In  1787,  appeared  his   life  of  Turgot,  to  which 
he  did  not  at  firft  affix  his  name. 

Aware  of  the  influence  and  importance  of  perio- 
dical works,  he  contributed  largely  to  the  Journal 
de  Paris,  and  Le  Chronique ;  and  but  a  little  before 
his  death,  he  undertook,  in  concert  with  the  famoui 
Si  eyes,  now  ambaflador  at  Berlin,  a  new  journal, 
which  had  foetal  inftruftion  for  its  object. 

In  1791,  he  compofed  a  pamphlet  in  favour  of  a 
republican  government,  and  he  was  permitted  to 
keep  Jiis  office  of  fecretary  to  the  Academy  of  Sci- 
ences, even  after  he  had  obtained  a  feat  in  the  legis- 
lature. 

When  the  greater  part  of  the  crowned  heads  of 
Europe  menaced  enfranchifed  France  with  a  bloody 
war,,  he  drew  up  a  manifefto  on  that  fubjeft. 

He  was  an  early  member  of  the  jacobin  club,  and 
a  conftant  attendant  there,  fo  long  as  it  proved  fer- 
viceable  to  the  commonwealth,  but  no  fooner  did 
that  fociety  aflume  a  ferocious  afpedt,  than  he  with* 
drew  f. 

When  Louis  XVI.  was  conduced  to  the  Temple, 
Condorcet  was  nominated  by  the  AfTembly  to  draw 
up  a  memorial,  juftifying  its  proceedings,  to  all 
Europe. 


*  He  was  fafcirfated  with  the  tender  and  courageous  anxiety  with 
which  (he  watched  the  couch  and  afluaged  the  fufferings  of  the  fon 
Of  the  Prefident  du  Paty,  who  had  been  bitten  by  a  mad  dog. 

$•  Condorcet  retired  in  March  1792. 

G  la 
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..'  In  the,  National  Convention,  he  alfo'a&ed  a  dif- 
tinguiftied  part,  and  was  chairman  of  the  committee 
appointed  to  prepare  the  new  republican  confti- 
tution.  \ 

After  Robefpierre  had  fatiated  his  vengeance  on 
the  BrijfotinS)  Condorcet  obtained  an  afylum  during 
fever  al  months,  in  the  houfe  of  a  worthy  Parifian 
female,  who  compaffionated  his  misfortunes,  al- 
though (he  was  unacquainted  with  either  his  perfon 
or  hiftory. 

In  March  1794,  he  was  obliged  to  quit  his  con- 
cealment, in  confequence  of  the  menaces  thrown 
out,  refpecling  a  Ariel:  domiciliary  vifit. 

Having  efcaped  the  vigilance  of  thofe  ftationed 
at  the  barriers,  he  palled  the  firft  night  on  the  plain 
cf  Mont-Rouge.  On  the  next  morning,  he  repaired 
to  the  houfe  of  an  old  friend  at  Fontenai,  who  un- 
fortunately had  gone  to  Paris,  and  was  not  expected 
to  return  for  fome  days.  In  this  horrid  Hate  of  fuf- 
.penfe,  he  fpent  one  night  in  a  quarry,  and  another 
under  a  tree  in  an  open  field. 

On  the  third  day,  he  haftened  to  meet  his  friend, 
but  the  interview  was  fhort  and  un  fat  is  factory  ;  after 
a  hearty  refremrhent,  it  was  at  laft  agreed,  that 
.he  ihould  once  more  depart,  in  order  to  avoid  fufpi- 
ccion,  and  return  again  at  'night,  when  all  the  fer- 
vants  had  retired  to  their  beds. 

In  the  mean  time,  he  was  obliged  to  wander  about 
the  environs  of  Clamar,  and  being  greatly  exhaufted 
and  fatigued,  he  entered  an  ale  houfe  in  the  neighs 
bourhcod,  wliere^his  rong  beard,  and  haggard  looks, 

having 
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having  expofed  him  to  fufpicion,  he  was  fcized  by 
a  member  of  the  revolutionary  committc,  and  tranf- 
ferred  to  the  diftrict  of  Bourg-la-Reine. 

Happening  to  arrive  too  late  to  be  interrogated 
that  night,  he  was  confined  under  the  name  of  Pierre, 
Simony  with  a  view  of  being  lent  to  Paris,  but  he 
was  found  dead  next  morning,  on  the  28th  of 
March.  ~ 

Thus  fell  one  of  the  greatefl  philofophers,  and 
ableff  writers,  that  have  adorned  the  prefent  age.  In 
private  life  he  was  extremely  amiable,  but  neither 
his  converfation  nor  deportment  befpoke  the  extent 
of  his  genius.  It  was  on  this  account,  that  D'Alem-- 
bert  v/as  accuilomed  to  compare  him  to  "  a  volcano 
covered  with  mow." 

In  refpect  to  his  pofthumous  works,  his  "Sketch  of 
the  Progrefs  of  the  human  mind,"  written  during  his 
concealment  in  the  capital,  is  only  the  outline  of  a 
greater  undertaking,  which  he  intended  to  have 
finifhed,  had  he  lived  but  a  fhort  time  longer^ 

He  has  alfo  left  behind  him,  a  TracT:  on  Calcula- 
tion, and  an  Elementary  Treatife  on  Arithmetiek. 

A  daughter  of  Condorcet,  by  his  wife,  is  ftill 
alive;  he  was  greatly  attached  to  both,  and  it  is  to 
be  hoped,  that  the  relatives  of  fo  great  a  man  will  be 
fpeedily  refcued  from  their  prefent  unhappy  fituation. 
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CHALIER. 


It  is  almoft  impoffible  to  detail  the\  chara&er 
of  this  man,  for  he  is  defcribed  to  be  a  monfter  by 
one  party,  and  hailed  by  the  other  as  a  martyr  of 
liberty. 

Without  prefuming  to  decide  on  this  queftion,  we 
fhall  here  mention  a  few  fads,  hitherto  uncon tra- 
veled, cither  by  his  friends  or  his  enemies. 

Jcfeph  Chalier,  was  born  at  Beautard  in  Dau- 
phiny.  His  parents,  who  were  natives  of  Piedmont*, 
repaired  foon  after  to  their  native  country,  where  he 
was  educated,  and  became  a  prieft. 

After  receiving  the  ionfure,  the  young  man  re- 
turned to  France,  where  he  performed  mafs  during 
two  years. 

In  1792,  he. was  eje&ed  a  municipal  officer  of 
Lyons,  but  was  fufpended  from  his  fun&ions  by  the 
department. 

On  the  15th  of  Auguft,  of  the  fame  year,  he  com- 
plained  in  perfon  to  the  national  aflembly,  of  the  in- 
justice that  had  been  done  him,  and  demanded  his  re- 
eftablifhment.  He  not  only  obtained  this,  but  was 
created  prefident  of  the  tribunal  of  Lyons. 

The  inhabitants  of  that  city  having  coalesced  with 
the  infurgent  departments,  were  oppofed  by  Chaiier, 
whom  they  feized  and  condemned  before  a  tribunal 
of  their  own  ere£tpn.  No  fooner,  however,  did  the 
convention  triumph  over  the  Lyonefc,  than  his  death 
was  avenged,  and^a  monument  ereiied  to  bij  me- 
mory at  the  publick  expence. 

?£RREYRA. 
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PERREYRA. 


This  extraordinary  man  was  a  Gafcon*  by  birth, 
a  Jew  by  religion,  and,  like  moft  of  his  fe&,  was 
called  after  one  of  the  ancient  patriarchs  f. 

Like  moft  of  them  alfo  he  followed  commerce  as 
a  profeffion  ;  but  his.  mind  was  not  narrowed  or  de~ 
bafed  by  that  fpirit  of  traffick  which  we  either  find 
or  fuppofe  to  accompany  the  children  of  Ifrael  during 
the  prefent  age.  On  the  contrary,  he  was  frank 
and  open  in  his  manners,  and  had  fuch  an  utter  dis- 
regard to  wealth,  that  he  fquandered  a  large  fortune 
with  a  prodigality  truly  Chriftian  !  In  fhort,  while 
a  young  man,  he  was  at  once  very  opulent  and  very 
gay,  and  is  will  known  to  many  of  the  Englifh  by 
having  Supported  a  lady  of  quality  of  our  nation  with 
great  fplendour  at  Paris. 

He  often  indeed  repaired  to  this  ifland,  and  what 
is  not  a  little  extraordinary  for  a  Frenchman,  fpoke 
the  language  like  a  native,  During  one  of  his  vifits 
here,  he  go:  acquainted  with  and  married  the  daugh- 
ter of  a  rich  Jew  in  the  city,  with  whom  he  got 
about  70  cool,  fterling. 

Tne  revolution  may  be  coniidered  as  the  jubilee 
of  the  Galilean  Jews,  and  had  it  achieved  nothing 
elle  than  the  emancipation  of  that  opprefTed  race  cf 


*  He  was  born  at  Bayonne,  in,  or  about  the  year  1743. 
f  Jacob. 
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men,  it  would  of  courfe  have  formed  an  epoch  in 
the  hiftory  of  humanity  *. 

Perreyra,  who  had  often  fuffered  for  tlje  fuppofed 
^  mifdeeds  of  his  nation,  eighteen  centuries  before  his 
own  birth,  and  who,  until  now,  was  fcarcely  confi- 
dered  as  a  man,  found  himfelf  all  at  once  elevated 
to  the  rank  of  a  French  citizen  f  The  ele&rick 
fhock,  that  was  felt  from  one  end  of  the  nation  to 
the  other,  feems  to  have  vibrated  with  double  force 
upon  his  heart,  and  he  determined  to  devote  his  life 
and  fortune  to  the  propagation  and  defence  cf  that 
liberty  to  which  he  Was  indebted  for  his  enfran- 
chlfement. 

He  accordingly,  from  the  very  commencement  of 
the  revolution,  took  an  a&ive  part  in  the  conteft,  fcnd 
repeatedly  diftinguifhed  himfelf  on  the  popular  fide. 
On  every  occafion  he  was  adive,  intrepid,  and  enter- 
prifing,  and  never  fpared  his  private  'fortune  or  perfonal 
exertions,  when  either  or  both  could  be  ufeful. 

Notwithftanding  the  prophet  Samuel  was  a  great 
fiickler  for  a  theocratical  commonwealth,  and  a 
great  enemy  to  kings,  it  appeared  fomewhat  ftrange 
to  behold  a  modern   Ifraelite,  frefh   from   the  ex- 


•  We  now  live  during  an  age,  in  which  the  liberation  of  a  whole 
nation  may  be  intimately  connected  with  the  publication  of  a  fingk 
pamphlet!  This  fad  is  nearly  demon ftrable  in  the  prefent  inftanee, 
for  it  was  a  tracl  from  the  pen  of  the  celebrated  Abbe  Gregoire,  now 
constitutional  bi/hop  of  Blois,  that  nrft  aroufed  the  feelings  of  his 
countrymen  in  behalf  of  the  oppreffird  Ifraeiites,  and  to  the  honour  of 
France  and  of  Chriftiariity,  by  an  extenfion  of  cr  il  rights,  mad* 
them  ceafe  lo  be  confide  red  as  a  feparate,  and  degraded  nation. 
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change  of  Bourdeaux,  preaching  up  the  doctrine  of 
equality,  deprecating  the  refpedt  conferred  on  wealth, 
and  urging  the  advantages  refulting  from  republican 
inftitutions.  But  this,  which  of  itfelf  would  at  any 
other  time  have  formed  an  epoch,  occurred  at  a  pe- 
riod of  the  French  hiflory  when  nothing  appear- 
ed uncommon,  becaufe  every  thing  was  extraordi- 
nary f 

It  would  have  been  furprifing  if  fuch  a  man  had 
not  been  employed  in  the  publick  fervice.  Jacob 
Perreyra,  fcon  after  the  battle  of  Jemappe,  which 
decided  the  fate  of  the  Low  Countries,  was  accord- 
ingly nominated  a  commiflioner  in  Belgium;  but 
on  this,  as  on  every  other  occafion,  his  zeal  was 
at  leaft  difinterefted,  for  while  La  Croix  and  many 
others  were  amaffing  large  fortunes  by  plunder  and 
confifcation,  this-  defcendant  of  Abraham,  as  if  to 
put  the  rapacity  of  the  Chriftians  to  the  blufh, 
would  receive  no  ftipend  or  compenfation  what- 
ever from  the  government,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
performed  all  his  functions  with  the  ftricteft  in- 
tegrity, and  even  defrayed  his  own  expenfes  from 
his  private  purfe. 

But  this  was  not  all.  He  was  one  of  the  firft 
-to  found  the  inclinations,  difcover  the  intentions, 
and  difcomfit  the  treachery  of  Dumouriez.— The 
moment  he  perceived  that  this  general  had  entered 
into  a  fecret  correfpondence  with  the  Auftrians, 
he  difpatched  a  courier  to  Paris,  and  with  a  de- 
termination of  character  peculiar  to  himfelf,  en- 
tered Valenciennes,  and  declared  that  and  all  the 
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neighbouring  fortreffes  "  in  a  ftate  of  fiege."  The 
energy  of  this  meafure  difcomfited  the  treafon  of 
the  revolted  chief,  and  the  republick  was  perhaps 
indebted  to  him  at  that' critical  moment  for  its  very 
evidence. 

In  the  mean  time  war  was  declared  againft  this 
country,  and  every  thing  EngJiQi,  from  being  be-, 
loved  to  excefs,  became  odious.  All  thrfe  of  that 
nation  then  refiding  in  France,  were  ordered  to  be 
arretted,  and  among  the  reft,  the  wife  of  Perreyra 
was  about  to"  be  fent  to  prifon  ! 

On  this,  the  intrepid  Jew  repaired  to  the  committee 
of  publick  fafety,  armed  with  a  pair  of  piftols,  one 
of  which  he  brandiihed  in  his  hand,  and  addref^. 
ing  himfelf  to  the  author  of  this  cruel  meafure,  fpoke 
thus  : 

"  Did  not  I;  Robefpierre,  fave  the  commonwealth 
in  Belgium  ?  Did  not  1  detect  the  treafon  of  Du- 
mouriez,  and  render  his  defection  harmlefs  ?  Have  I 
not  ferved  the  ftate,  without  fee  or  reward,  and 
kept  my  hands  chan,  when  others  fullied  theirs  with 
the  publick  fpoil  ?  .......  And  by  way  of  re- 
warding me,  have  you  not  exacted  a  law,  that  would 
rob  me  of  my  wife,  and  fhut  her  up  in  a  dungeon  I 
Either  refcind   the  decree,  or 


He  was  not  fullered  to  proceed  any  further,  for 
the  di&ator  was  fufticientiy  acquainted  with  his  de- 
termination, to  be  afraid  of  his  refentment.  A  com-* 
promife  accordingly  took  place,  and  an  amendment 
was  inferted  by  the  legiflatm;e3  declaring  that  a  wo- 
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man  married  to  a  French  citizen,  fhould  be  exempt 
from  the  operation  of  the  ail  ! 

Perreyra  now  congratulated  himfelf  on  account  of 
the  fuccefs  of  his  inteiventicn  in  behalf  of  his  wife, 
and  his  victory  over  the  tyrant,  but  he  forgot  that  he 
had  awakened  Lis  fears,  and  his  fufpicions,  and  that  it 
was  a  maxim  with  that  rnonfter,  never  to  forgive  I 

Let  it  be  recollected  too,  how  many,  and  how 
various  were  the  means  of  deftrudion  in  his  power ; 
and  that  to  wifh  for,  and  to  effe£t  the  aflaffination 
of  a  citizen,  was  one  and  the  fame  thing.  It  will  not 
furprife  any  one,  therefore,  when  it  is  narrated,  that 
this  brave  and  unfortunate  man,  was  arretted  under 
falfe  pretences  *,  that  he  was  fent  to  prifon,  brought 
before  a  revolutionary  tiibunal,  included  in  one  of  the 
firft  batches,  as  they  were  then  termed,  and  perifhed 
by  the  guillotine,  on  the  23d  of  March,  1794. 

Jacob  Perreyra,  was  about  fifty-one  years  of  ags 
at  his  death.  He  was  of  a  fmall  ftature,  and  poffelE- 
ed  that  dark  gloffy  hair  and  dingy  kind  of  complexion, 
which  the  Jews  feem  to  have  brought  with  them 


*  He  was  implicated  with  many  others,  in  the  affair  of  Peri 
-Duchcfne,  the  name  aflumed  by  Hebert  5  tke  following  is  extract- 
ed from  the  indiclment: 

"  Tous  convaincus  d'etre  auteurs  on  complices  d*une  confpl- 
ration  qui  a  exifte  contre  la  liberte,  la  furete  du  peuple  Fran- 
cois, tendante  a  troubler  TEcat  par  une  guerre  civile,  en  armant 
les  citoyens  les  uns  centre  les  autrts,  par  fuite  de  laquelle  leB 
conjures  devoient,  dans  le  courant  de  ventofe,  dhTcudre  la  re- 
preitntation  nationaje,  a{Tafimer  fes  membres  et  detruire  le  gou- 
vtrnenricnt  republican,  pour  donner  un  tyran  a  TEtat." 

from 
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fromPaleftine,  andpreferved  even  in  the  moft  north- 
ern latitudes  of  Europe.  There  was  fomething 
very  particular  in  his  phyfiognomy  ;  a^id  this  was 
heightened  perhaps,  by  a  pair  of  large  black  eyes, 
which  on  particular  occafions,  he  would  fix  on  the 
countenance  of  the  perfon  with  whom  he  converfed, 
and  look  as  it  were,  into  the  inmofl  recedes  of  the  foul. 

He  was  much  attached  to,  and  protected  many  of 
the  Englifh,  previoufly  to  the  feizure  of  Toulon^ 
by  lord  Hood  ;  even  then,  he  did  not  abandon  fuch  as* 
he  efteemed,  but  this  circumftance  had  nearly  proved 
fatal  to  one  gentleman,  after  his  execution,  for  the 
jealoufy  of  Robefpierre  never  {lumbered,  it  even 
furvived  the  lives  of  his  victims,  and  th^ir  friends 
were  fure  at  leaft  to  inherit  his  enmity  ! 

Perreyra  was  a  man  of  wit,  and  excelled  at  a  re- 
partee. An  amiable  Irifli  lady  of  great  refpe&ability,' 
at  whofe  table  he  dined  one  day,  for  the  firft  time, 
happened  to  enquire  for  a  favourite  barbette^  who 
was  named  after  the  legiflator  of  the  Hebrews.  He 
accordingly  made  his  appearance,  with  a  long,  ftiaggy, 
Ifarelitiih  beard. 

"  Upon  my  word,  madam  !"  exclaimed  the  Jew- 
commifii'oner,  "  if  you  perfevere  in  calling  your  dog 
Moses,  I  am  determined  to  be  even  with  you,  for 
I  will  chriften  mine      J.  .  .  .     C !" 
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CANGE. 

This  extraordinary  perlbn.was  born  at  Strafburgh, 
in  1753.  In  order  to  alleviate  the  misfortunes  of  his 
fellow  creatures,  he  procured  himfelf  to  be  nominat- 
ed one  of  the  commiflaries  of  St.  Lazare,  in  which 
fituation  he  was  eminently  ferviceable  to  the  pri- 
foners  detained  there. 

The  following  inflance  of  humanity,  ought  to 
conciliate  the  efteem  of  mankind. 

An  unfortunate  man  confined  under  his  jurifdic- 
tion,  being  uneafy  about  the  fate  of  a  wife  and  three 
children,  who  were  likely  to  be  reduced  by  his  cap- 
tivity to  the  utmoft  mifery,  addreffed  himfelf  to 
Cange,  and  requefted  that  he  would  procure  him 
fome  intelligence  concerning  his  family. 

On  this  the  commiffary  repaired  to  the  place  of 
their  abode,  and  after  having  fulfilled  his  miffion, 
being  greatly  affedled  at  the  wretchednefs  around 
him,  he  drew  a  hundred  livres  from  his  pocket,  be- 
ing all  he  poflefled,  and  gave  half  to  the  unhappy 
woman. 

"  Here,"  faid  he,  "  is  fomething  that  your  huf- 
band  has  fent  you ;  he  borrowed  it  from  an  old 
friend,  who  happens  to  be  one  of  his  fellow  pri- 
foners  :  be  happy  \  as  for  him,  he  wants  for  no- 
thing." 

On  his  return  to  the  hufband,  "  your  wife  and 
children  are  all  well,"  faid  he,  "  and  they  are  in  no 
lieed  of  any  thing,  as  a  generous  and  companionate 
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neighbour  has  fupplied  all  their  neceffities — and  here 
are  fifty  Iivres  which  your  fpoufe  has  charged  me  to 
prefent  you  with," 

On  the  31ft  of  May,  when  the  jails  were  opened, 
the  prifoner  returned  to  his  family,  and  he  and  his 
wife  thanked  each  other,  for  the  fupport  mutually 
afforded  in  the  midft  of  their  common  diftrefs.  At 
length  an  explanation  taking  place,  they  difcovered 
that  they  were  indebted  folely  to  the  liberality  of 
Cange,  and  repairing  to  his  abode,  they  bathed  the 
hands  of  their  generous  benefaflor  with  the  tears  of 
gratitude*. 

IA  RIVIERE. 

Henry  la  Riviere,  was  born  at  Fala  ife,  in  the  ci4 
Levant  Normandy,  now  included  within  the  depart- 
ment of  Calvados.  His  father,  who  had  been  an  ob- 
fcure  tradefman,  refided  at  a  little  diftance  from  the 
famous  tower,  in  which  William  the  Bajlard,  as  he, 
was  fometimes  accuftomed  to  ftyle  himfelf,  or  thi 
Conqueror, as  we  are  relu&antly  obliged  to  call  him, 
was  born.  In  the  language  of  the  vulgar,  he  had 
"  the  advantage"  over  that  prince,  in  point  of  legi- 
timate birth,  and  was  pretty  much  on  an  equality 
with  his  mother,  Harlotta,  jfhe  being  the  daughter  of 
a  tanner,  and  he  the  fon  of  an  inn-keeper  of  the 
very  fame  town  ! 

On  the  death  of  her  hufband,  although  left  only 

with    a   pittance,   of   four    hundred   Iivres    (about 

^.17  1  ox.  of  our  money)  per  annumy  Madame   la 
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Riviere  found  means,  by  dint  of  a  fevere,  but  laud- 
able economy,  not  only  to  fupport  herfelf  decently, 
but  alfo  to  procure  a  liberal  education  for  youngHenry. 

The  boy  mull  have  applied  himfelf  to  his  ftudies 
with  great  induflry  and  fuccefs,  for  we  learn,  that 
he  entered  on  logick  before  he  had  attained  his 
fixteenth  year.  A  handfome  lad,  with  a  beau- 
tiful face,  and  lively  complexion,  exhibiting  in 
his  converfation  the  early  flafhes  of  genius,  and 
affording  the  promife  of  future  greatnefs,  would  of 
cout  fe  gratify  a  fond  parent,  and  intereft  every  heart 
pofTefTed  of  fenfibility. 

It  was  formerly  the  cuflom  in  France,  to  rear  up 
#11  the  promifing  young  men  for  the  church  -,  but  this 
does  not  feem  to  have  been  a  plant  calculated  to 
thrive  in  *the  vineyard  of  the  Apoftles.  Inftead  of 
reading  the  exploits  of  the  early  martyrs,  or  addiding 
himfelf  to  the  perufal  of  the  primitive  fathers,  he  ex- 
hibited amoft  perverfe  antipathy  to  mafs,  and  publick 
prayers  of  every  kind ;  nay,  he  could  not  be  prevailed 
upon  even  to  get  his  catechifm  by  heart,  although  in 
refpedl  to  fuch  books  as  convinced  his  reafon,  rather 
than  appealed  to  his  faith,  and  which  were  devoured 
rather  than  peiufed,  his  memory  proved  uncom- 
monly tenacious.  This  untoward  inclination  of 
courfe  rendered  him  fit  for  nothing  but  a  philofopher, 
and  the  priefts  who  prefided  over  the  feminary  of 
Falaife,  either  difappointed  in  the  hopes  of  feeing  him 
become  one  of  their  own  fraternity,  or  indignant  at 

H  his 
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his  rebellion  againft-their  creed,  puniihed  him  feverely 
for  the  fins  of  omiffion  *. 

La  Riviere  was  at  length  fent  to  Cae'n,  at  that 
time  famous  for  its  college.  There  he  ftudied 
civil  law,  and  on  his  return  home  became  an  avocat, 
or  barrifter:  but  notwithstanding  Normandy  f  has 
been  celebrated  for  its  peculiar  attachment  to  that 
fcience,  and  Falaife  has  produced  feverai  eminent 
me,n  of  the  coif9  yet  he  acquired  but  little  practice. 
He  has,  indeed,  been  always  better  known  as  a 
man  of  letters  than  a  lawyer.  4 

It  generally  happens,  that  in  ftates  which  have 
long  groaned  under  tyranny,  the  clafs  of  men  bred 
to  the  bar  is  the  firft  to  declare  in  favour  of  the 
emancipation  of  the  people.  J  apprehend  that  this 
originates  in  .their  fuperiour  education,  which  affords 
them  at  once  the  means  of  detection  and  cornparifon. 
They  are  not  governed  by  any  holy  fcruples^  like 
the  clergy,  and,  like  other  members  of  the  mo- 
narchy, they  are  occafionally  fubje&ed  to  the  rod  of 
power.  In  fhort,  when  they  themfelves  do  not  pro- 
fit by  oppreffiori,  there  is  no  body  of  men  more  rea- 
dy, or  more  able,  to  combat  againft  the  oppreffors 
of  all. 

*  He  is  faid  to  have  afferted  with  Chamfort  >"  that  he  loved  the 
fair  fex,  and  liberty,  too  well  to  belong  to  the  church. "  The  church 
of  Rome,  however  mull  have  been  greatly  belied,  if  holy  orders  proved 
any  exclufion  to  the  former  of  thefe  enjoyments. 

-f  Anteriour  to  the  revolution,  the  Normans  were  proverbially 
«tiffiou~s. 

This 
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This  appeared  to  be  eminently  the  cafe  in  the  in- 
fancy of  the  French  revolution,  and  had  not  this  clafs  of 
men,  which  in  the  exile  and  punifhment  of  the  parlia- 
ments, had  been  expofed  to  the  mod  terrible  humilia- 
tions, declared  loudly  for  a  change,  it  perhaps  would 
never  have  been  effected. 

Henry  la  Riviere  was  not  elected  a  member  of 
t-he  ftates -general,  for  the  convocation  of  which  his 
corps  had  folicited;  but  having  declared  himfelf 
friendly  to  the  recent  changes,  he  was  deputed  to  the 
convention  by  his  native  department. 

While  there,  he  difplayed,  as  ufual,  great  modera- 
tion; and  we  are  inclined  to  think  that  he  did  not 
vote  for  the  death  of  the  King,  as,  on  examining  the 
lift,  we  do  not  find  his  name  included  among  thofe 
who  countenanced  that  bold  meafure. 

In  the  fucceeding  difputes,  he  neither  joined'  th§ 
Royalijls  nor  the  Mountaineers^  but,  on  the  contrary,, 
•connected  himfelf  with  the  Girondifts^  a  fet  of  men 
whole  morals  were  pure,  whofe  intentions  were 
upright,-  and  who  were  deficient  in  enteprize 
alone. 

As  one  of  that  party,  he  would  have  flourifhed, 
1  and  with  it  he  fell ;  for,  having  protefted  againft  the 
decrees*  which,  in  violation  of  all  law,  had  at  onetime 
condemned  twenty-one  deputies  to  death  by  the  guil- 
lotine, and  forced  feveral  more  to  perifh,  either  by 
famine  or  their  own  hinds;  he  was  outlawed  along 
with  feveral  of  his  colleagues. 


*  Thofe  of  the  31ft  of  May,  and  ifl  and  2d  of  June  1793. 

H  2  During 


76  LA    RIVIERE. 

During  the  terrour  of  Robefpierre's  admin  iff  rat  ion, 
Henry  la  Riviere  found  means  to  conceal  himfelf, 
and  while  many  of  the  profcribed  reprefent^tives  were 
from  time  to  time  cut  off  by  the  hand  of  the  execu- 
tinner*  he  was  lucky  enough  to  efcape. 

At  length  the  ciimes  of  the  tyrant  called  aloud 
for  punifhment,  and  on  the  28th  of  July  1 794,  the 
two  Robefpierres,  Couthon,  St.  Juft,  Henriot,  &c. 
were  arrefted  and  executed. 

A  fair  opportunity  now  prefen.ted  itfelf  of  recalling 
the  exiles.  It  was  not,  however,  until  the  8th  of  March 
1795,  that  the  decree  which  menaced  their  heads  was 
refcinded  ;  but  on  that  aufpicious  day  they  were  in- 
vited into  the  bofom  of  the  convention,  by  what 
feemed  to  the  publick  to  be  an  afl  of  citation  ra- 
ther than  of  oblivion. 

It  was  then -that  the  appearance  of  Lou  vet,  who 
had  concealed  himfelf,  fometimes  in  the  grottoes  of 
St.  Erriiliion,  and  fometimes  in  the  caverns  of  Jura, 
aftonifhed  his  friends  and  terrified  his  enemies.  It 
was  then,  that  Kervelegan,  after  wandering  amidft 
the  mnrmes  of  Calvados  and  along  the  fhores  of  the 
Gironde,  ^gain  entered  the  hall  of  the  legislature. 
It  was  then  that  la  Riviere  too,  after  being  indebted 
to  fricndfh'p  for  his  life,  refumed  his  feat  among 
his  colleagues,  which  he,  however,  was  fated  to  re- 
tain but  for  a  fliort  time. 

Accuftcmed  to  preach  up  the  principles  of  mode- 
ration, with  an  energy  very  different  from  any  thing 
connected  witlv  that  amiable  quality,  and  fated  al- 
ways to  be  in  a  minority }  foon  after  his  return^ 

be 
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he  joined  the  members  who  oppofed  the  prevailing  fy(- 
tem,  and  as  that  party  increafed,  his  profpec~ts  feemed 
to  brighten.  He  was  accordingly  elected  prefidcnt 
by  the  legiflatiye  body,  and,~what  is  lingular  enough, 
on  the  19th  of  June  1797,  he  actually  iucceeded  Pi- 
chegru,  whom  he  now  accompanies  in  exile. 

In  lefs  than  three  months,  however,  he  was  doomed 
to  experience  a  fecond  profcription ;  for  he  was  con- 
demned to  be  transported,  along  with  Andre,  Aubri, 
Boi-fty  d'Angiasj  Camiile  Joardan,  Saladin,  Simeon, 
&c.  on  the  4th  of  September. 

On  this,  as  on  the  Tbermidorean  revolution,  the 
legiilarive  body  difpenfed  with  all  the  forms  of  lav/, 
and  fufpended  all  the  principles  of  juftice;  for  the 
deputies  were  banifhed  without  the  intermediate 
agency  of  a  tribunal,  or  a  recurrence  to  the  boafted 
trial  by  jury.  It  ought  alfo  to  be  obferved,  that  on 
the  latter  occafion  the  neceflity  was  not  fo  clearly 
eftablifh'ed  as  on  the  former;  for  it  can  never  be 
pretended  that  Carriot,  Barthelemy,  Pichegru,  &c. 
were  equally  formidable  with  Robefpierre  and  his 
colleagues,  who,  in  addition  to  the  municipality  of 
Paris,  armed  by  them  in  an  inftant,  wielded  all  the- 
treafures  and  all  the  refources  of  the  empire ! 


M.  DE  LA  RIVE. 

This  is  one  of  the  many  meteors  of  the  National 
AfTembiy  that  blazed  but  for  a  day,  and  then  fud- 
denly  funk  into  night. 

H3  His 
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His  appearance,  however,  was  ominous  for  the 
clergy,  as  he  combated  their  fecular  pretenfions  with 
unceafing  ardour,  and  taught  them  to  feel,  in  the  true 
fpirit  of  the  gofpel,  that  their  kingdom  has  not  of 
this  world. 

u  Religion,"  exclaimed  he,  cc  undoubtedly  ought 
to  exercife  her  rights  ;  but  this  exercife  is  only  over 
\he  hearts  cf  men.  She  neither  pofleffes  legiflative, 
nor  judicial  power:  for  the  leader  of  the  Apoftles 
has  not  given  the  prieflhood  the  world  to  govern, 
but  to  confole  and  inftru&V 


COCKON. 

One  of  our  own  poets  f  thanked  God,  that  his 
name  would  not  admit  of  a  pun  !  The  fenfibility 
of  fuch  a  man  muft  have  been  greatly  affefled  indeed, 
had  he  been  known  by  the  fame  appellation  as  this 
Frenchman;  for  fimiles  would  then  have  run  on  all 
fours,  and  the  very  children  grunted  out  the  con* 
temptuous  al-ufion  ! 

The  father  of  Cochon  was  Seneschal,  or  feu- 
dal judge. of  the  fief  of  Champdeniers  in  Poitou,  and 
it  appears  that  he  was  a  very  worthy  man ;  but  he 


#  La  religion  a  des  droits  fans  doute  a  exercer,  mais  elle  ne  doit 
les  exercer  que  fur  les  cceurs  j  elle  n'a  par  elie-memc  ni  puifiance 
legiflative,  ni  puiffance  judiciare  j  lc  fondateur  des  Apotres  ne  leur 
a  point  donne  le  monde  a  £ouverner>  mais  ftulement  a  confoler  et 
a  initruire,  &c. 

j-  Shenftone. 

lived 
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lived  at  a  period  when  the  prejudices  of  his  country- 
men made  them  beftow  that  efteem  on  birth,  which 
appertains  only  to  virtue  and  talents,  and  he  would 
have  accordingly  been  obliged  to  give  the  pas  to  the 
moft  profligate  marquis^  within  the  dominions  of  the^ 
monarchy. 

To  the  children  of  men,  in  this  fituation,  there 
were  but  two  genteel  profeflions  open,  during  the 
ancient  government.  The  firft  was  the  church; 
the  fecond,  the  law:  for  the  army  and  navy  were  in- 
terdicted to  plebeians,  and  commerce  and  even  me- 
dicine, if  not  a&ually  difhonourable,  were  at  leaft 
accounted  mean. 

Young  Cochon  was  bred  an  advocate:  his  name^ 
perhaps,  would  have  been  more  fuitable  to  the  ftation 
of  a  fat  and  lazy  friar,  unable  to  waddle  beyond  the 
conventual  ftye,  and  wallowing  in  the  filth  of  his 
own  beaftly  excefs:  but  as  the  French,  of  all  na- 
tions in  the  world,  have  ever  been  the  moft  exqui- 
fitely  affe&ed  by  a  jeft,  this  of  itfelf  would  have  af- 
forded a  reafon  paramount  to  every  other  confider- 
ation  whatever,  and  deterred  from  any  thing  like  a 
call  to  the  ecclefiaftical  ftate. 

The  revolution  opened  a  new  field  to  enterprifing 
lawyers  of  all  defcriptions,  and  our  young  ad- 
vocate either  was,  or  affe&ed  to  be,  fmitten  with 
the  charms  of  equality.  This  alone,  was  a  fuffi- 
cient  recommendation  to  publick  efteem,  and  as  he 
was  neither  deficient  in  zeal  nor  abilities,  he  was 
nominated  a  deputy  to  the  national  convention,  from 

the 
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the  department  of  the  Deux-Sevres.  In  this  fltufti 
tion  he  affifted  at  the  trial  of  the  king,  and  actually 
voted  for  his  death  ;  a  circumftance  that  now  appears 
rather  extraoidinary,  for  he  has  of  late  been  confix 
dered  as  a  royalijl  in  his  heart,  and  it  mult  be  owned 
that  his  conduct  has  been  at  times  equivocal. 

Being  a  man  of  a  keen  and  penetrating  genius, 
he  was  appointed  minifter  of  police  under  the  direct 
torial  government,  and  during  the  confpiracy,  headed 
by  Drouet  and  Baboeuf,  he  exhibited  many  remark- 
able inftances  of  his  knowledge,  vigilance,  and  pe- 
netration. ,  By  means  of  his  (pies,  who  wormed 
themfelves  into  the  confidence  of  the  oppofite  party, 
he  had  become  pofleffed  of  the  clue  of  the  plot,  and 
was  actually  acquainted  with  the  very  hour  when 
the  infurreition  was  to  burft  forth. 

It  was  his  opinion,  indeed,  that  the  infurgents 
ought. not  to  have  been  crufhed  in  the  bud,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  permitted  to  recur  to  arms,  as  in  this 
cafe-  the  real  chiefs  would  have  difcovered  them- 
felves, men  of  greater  confequence  than  the  oftenfible 
leaders  would  have  been  involved,  and  the  agency 
of  foreign  nations  become  notorious  to  all  Europe. 
—-The  Directory,  however,  thought  otnerwife,  for 
they  were  too  much  alarmed  at  the  energy  of  the  jaco- 
bins, to  permit  a  conteft.  The  confequence  accord- 
ingly was  as  the  minifter  had  predi£ted  \  a  few  obfcure 
men  were  punifhed,  and  the  real  authors  of  the  plot 
are  to  this  day  unknown. 

On  another  occafion,  however,  the  conduit  of  the 

chief  of  the  police  experienced  lefs  fuccefs,  and  met 

I  with 
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with  a  fmaller  degree  of  approbation."  The  eftates  of 
the  emigrants  had  been  confiscated  and  fold,  and  al- 
though the  minds  of  individuals  might  be  actuated 
with  pity  at  their  diftrefles,  yet,  as  the  publick  faith 
was  pledged  to  the  purchafers,  and  the  return  of  the 
original  poflefTors  in  a  body  would  have  been  accom- 
panied with  the  moft  finiftrous  effe£b,  and  in  all 
human  probability  produced  a  counter-revolution; 
every  ftep  towards  this  was  of  courfe  watched  with 
a  jealous  eye.  The  proje&,  however,  was  attempted 
on  a  fmall  fcale,  and  that  too  by  one  who  had  fat  on 
judgment  on  Louis  XVI.  and  in  the  opinion  of  thofe 
very  emigrants,  whom  he  now  wifhed  efientially  to 
(crvey  had  "  defiled  himfelf  with  the  blood  of  his  fo- 
vereign,"  and  could  not  "  be  pardoned  ! '.' 

The  conduft  of  fome  men  defies  fpeculation,  and 
we  are  only  competent,  on  fuch  occafions,  not  to 
decide  on  motives,  but  fimply  to  record  fa£ts.  It 
appears  then  that  Cochon,  having  colle&ed  and  con- 
ful ted  all  the  decrees  refpecting  the  fugitives,  pub- 
lished an  arret e  on  this  fubjeft,  and  fo  far  was  this 
affair  carried,  that  the  bureau  des  /oix  was  aflembled, 
in  order  to  deliver  its  opinion. 

This  affair  of  courfe  made  a  great  noife.  The 
more  decided  republicans  affe£ied  to  confider  it  as 
preparatory  to  the  recall  of  all  the  emigrants,  and 
the  reftoration  of  their  property.  The  moderates, 
on  the  other  hand,  appeared  to  praife  it  as  an  a£t  of 
juftice,  and  boafted  that  thenceforward  refpe£hb!e 
families  would  no  longer  be  harrafTed  under  pretence 
of  emigration.      The  directory,   however,   at   laft 

yielded 
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yielded  to  the  publick  clamour,  and  the  mlnifter  was* 
difmiffed  from  his  employments,  to  the  great  regret 
of  all  the  reyalifts.  ^ 

He  himfelf,  indeed,  was  actually  deftined  to  fuffer 
expatriation  loon  after,  under  pretence  of  royaltjmyhx 
the  name  of  Cochon  was  included  in  the  roll  of  pro- 
fcription  of  the  4th  of  September  1797,  in  confequence 
of  which, he  was  fent  to  the  (torching  regionsof  South 
America ! 

The  ex-minifter  was  admirably  calculated  for  the 
department^  which  he  at  one  time  filled  with  great 
applaufe,  and  had  he  not  intermeddled  with  the  grand 
arcana  of  government,  might  have  proved  highly 
ufeful  to  his  country,  by  purging  Paris  of  the  ruffians 
which  infeft,  and  the  pertu.bators  of  the  publick  re- 
pofe  who  are  continually  employed  in  agitating  it. 

Cochon  has  fomethrng  of  the  look  of  an  alguazil 
about  him,  for  his  large  black  eyes  feem  to  be  per- 
petually on  the  watch,  to  difcover  a  plot,  or  furprife 
a  thief.  He  is  alfo  a  man  of  great  audacity,  and  the 
moft  exemplary  courage.  In  fhort,  he  is  admirably 
calculated  fop  a  ftormy  and  tempeftuous  period,  and 
would  either  be  a  formidable  opponent  of,  or  a  pow- 


erful aid  to  any  government  *. 


BA< 


*  While  mini&er  of  police,  Cochon  was  accuilcmed  to  laugh 
at  his  own  name,  and  actually  refufed  to  fign  an  order  for  prevent- 
ing the  ftreets  of  Paris  from  being  infefted  with  fwine,  (<  becaufe," 
faid  he,  '<  the  Hogs  will  net  refpeel  the  commands  of  a  Hog!  "— 
"  Un  cles  trait?  du  caractere  gai  de  Cochon?  e'eft  que  pour  occuper 
cette  fociete  du  bon  ton,  qu'on  defigne  fous  le  r.om  de  Legion,  il 
ltur  donne  fon  propre  nonra  ridiculifer,  comme  on  jette  un  os  a  un 
ohien  pour  fe  garantir  foi -meme  de  fes  morfures,  et  il  rit  lui  meme 

des- 
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BAZIRE. 

Claude  Bazire,  born  at  Dijon,  in  1764,  was  keeper 
pf  the  archives  of  the  ci-devant  province  of  Bur- 
gundy, and  became  a  deputy  to  the  legislative  aflem- 
bly,  in  1791.  He  was  alio  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee of  general  fafety. 

This  reprefentaiive  joined  himfelf  to  the  fa £1  ion 
of  the  mountain^  and  became  one  of  its  warmeft  fup- 
porters, 

He  voted  for  the  death  of  the  king,  and  the  pros- 
cription of  the  Brijfoiins ;  and  he  was  equally  vio- 
lent againft  both.  In  truth,  his  whole  political  life 
was  a  feries  of  denunciations,  and  he  was  by  turns, 
fke  accufer  of  all  parties,  and  all  men. 

At  length,  he  leagued  himfelf  w7ith  Danton,  and 
being  implicated  in  a  confpiracy,  a  to  deftroy 
the  national  convention,  maflacre  the  patriots,  and 
re-eftahlifh  royalty  in  France,"  he  was  execut- 
ed on  the  5th  of  April  1794,  in  the  thirtieth  year  of 
his  age. 

It  was  obferved  by  the  royalifts  on  this  occafion, 
<c  that  Robefpierre,  having  nobody  more  to  accufe, 
and  therefore  finding  Bazire  ufeWfs,  he  had  fent  him 
alfo  to  the  guillotine." 

des  plaifanteries  Tales  ct  plates,  dont  Ton  nom  feul'eit  le  fujet :  on 
lui  demandoit  un  ordre  contre  le  jeu  de  ballon  dans  les  rues,  qu'll 
accorda,  et  en  meme  tems  unedefenfe  c!e  laiffer  les  cochons  courir 
librement ;  il  rdufa,  en  difant,  farce  que  les  cochons  ne  reffccleraient  fas 
I'ordre  de  Cockon" 

Fragments  fur  Pails,  par  F.  J.  L.  Meyer,  L.  p. 

HAS- 
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HASSENFRATZ. 


The  man  diftinguifhed  by  this  barbarous  name, 
like  the  late  John  Hunter,  is  faid  to  hare  been  a 
joiner;  like  him,  too,  he  has  confiderable  pretentions 
to  genius  and  originality. 

During  the  revolutionary  government,  he  occupied 
a  place  in  the  war-office;  denounced  Dumouriez,  and 
all  the  generals,  &c. 

Having  efcaped  from  punifhment,  in  confequence 
of  the  amnefty  proclaimed  with  the  expiring  breath 
of  the  convention,  he  diverted  his  talents  to  gentler 
obje&s,  and  became  one  of  the  proje&ors  of  (Ftcole 
folytechnique))  the  polytechnick  fchool,  an  eftablifh- 
ment  for  the  encouragement  of  mathematicks  and 
phyficks  #. 

When  the  confpiracy  under  Drouet  was  hatching, 
he  experienced  a  temporary  exile  in  the  department 
of  Mont-Blanc  \  but  no  fooner  was  the  projeft  dif- 
comfitted,  than  he  was  recalled  by  the  dire&ory. 

The  perfon  of  Haflenfratz  ferves  as  a  foil  to  his 
talents.  However,  notwithftanding  his  inaufpitious 
countenance,  his  dirty  habiliments,  and  his  perpetual 
Hammering,  his  abilities  are  acknowledged  even  by 
his  colleagues,  who  deteft  him.  He  is  protected  by 
an  adminiftration  fufpicious  of  his  attachment,  and 
liftened  to  by  a  croud  of  pupils,  who,  while  they  fmile 
at  his  difficulty  of  utterance,  yet  greedily  imbibe  his 
inftru£lions. 


*  It  aflembies  in  the  ci-devant  palace  of  Bourbon. 

VILATE 
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VILATE. 


This  modern  Gaul,  like  many  of  his  countrymen, 
affe&ed  an  ancient  name,  and  accordingly  rebaptized 
himfelf,  by  that  of  Sempronius  Gracchus.  He  was 
about  twenty-two  years  old  at  the  revolution,  and 
precipitated  himfelf  into  it  with  all  the  vigorous  en- 
thufiafm  of  a  young  man  of  ftrong  paflions.  His 
zeal  occafioned  him  to  be  noticed  by  the  decemvirs^ 
and  he  feems  to  have  lived  in  great  intimacy  with 
Barrere,  St.  Juft,  Couthon,  Billaud,  Collot,  and 
Robefpierre.  He  was  accordingly  appointed  a  jury- 
man (if  the  word  be  not  here  prophaned),  of  one  of 
thofe  tribunals  of  blood,  which  threw  fuch  a  juft 
odium  on  their  proceedings,  by  the  fanguinary  and 
inhuman  fentences  they  pronounced.  At  the  period 
of  the  revolution,  fubfequent  to  the  Robefpierrian 
tyranny,  we  find  him  imprifoned  in  the  jail  la  Forcey 
foon  after  which,  he  publifhed  a  pamphlet  that  made 
fome  noife,  entitled,  Caufes  fecrettes  de  la  Revolu- 
tion du  9  au  io  Thermidor. 

In  this  traft,  he  afferted,  ift.  That  Maximilian  and 
his  counfellors,  had  agreed  that  the  a£hial  regeneration 
of  France  could  not  be  achieved  without  a  new 
diftribution  of  territory  and  inhabitants  ; 

2dly.  That  a  nearly  equal   decifion  of  property 
:  fhould  take  place,  in  the  manner  of  Lycurgus  at 
Sparta ;  .  s 

3dly.  That  in  order  to  effect  this,  every  fpeciesof 
|  property  {hould  be  firft  brought  within  the  grafp  cf 
government ; 

I  4thly« 
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4thly.  That  as  this  could  not  be  obtained  without 
immolating  the  great  proprietors,  and  impre'ffing  a 
11  falutary  terrour"  on  the  minds  of  all,  tbefe  mea- 
fures  mould  be  recurred  to  ; 

And,  5thly.  That  a  certain  number  of  the  fans- 
culottes  fhould  be  facrified,  in  order  to  make  room 
for  the  remainder. 

He  faved  his  life  by  accufing  his  quondam  coad- 
jutors, and  was  foon  after  liberated  from  prifon. 

CARRA. 

Jean  Louis  Carra,  was  born  at  Pont-de-Vejle$^  in 
1743,  and  was  educated  for  the  law.  Being  of  a 
lively  and  impetuous  genius,  and  having  a  tafte  for 
books,  he  foon  fhook  off  the  trammels  of  his  original 
profeffion,  and  became  known  as  a  man  of  letters. 
The  revolution  brought  his  talents  into  a£tion,  and 
lifted  him  from  obfcurity  ;  he  was  calculated  both 
by  nature  and  habit,  for  its  moft  ftcrmy  periods. 
Under  the  old  government,  he  would  have  remained 
unknown,  unjefs  perhaps,  he  had  attained  an  unlucky 
celebrity  by  being  admitted  to  the  honours,  of  the 
Bafillle. 

No  foojier  had  the  ftruggle  commenced  between 
popular  rights  and  kingly  prerogatives,  than  Carra 
entered  the  lifts,  andfbrandifhed  his  pen  as  the  library 
champion  of  the  nation.  It  was  eafy  to  forefefe  the 
effefl  of  a  free  prefs,  on  a  people  emerging  from 
thraldom,  and  indeed,  tfye  infant  fteps  of  French 
liberty,. were  foon -.entirely  regulated  hy  paper -lead- 
ing-firings. Briflbt  led  the  way  with  the  Patriate^ 
4  and 
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and  Carra  followed  with  a  paper  of  the  fame 
fize  *,  entitled,  Les  Jnnales  Pclitiques,  &  Liti- 
rairss,  in  which  the  celebrated  Mercier  was  one  of 
his  coadjutors,  and  had  his  name  alfo  prefixea 

ir  joint  labours.  The  circulation  of  this  journal 
was  aftoni filing.  It  was  eagerly  read  in  Paris,  fub- 
fcrihed  for  in  the  provinces,  and  tranfmitted  to  Flan- 
kers, Germany,  Italy,  Holland,  America,  and  Eng- 
land. Its  effects  were  highly  favourable  to  the  caufe 
it  was  meant  to  fupport,  and  as  from  14  to  16,000 
were  publifhed  daily,  it  fbon  acquired  confiderabl; 
importance.  The  more  violent  of  the  patriots  be- 
came attached  to  it,  on  account  of  the  vigorous  ftlea- 
fures  which  it  recommended;  the  continual  plots 
which  it  denounced  ;  the  numerous  cdnfpiracies 
which  it  detailed,  and  the  various  court  intrigues 
it  pretended  to  develope.  Carra  alfo  contrived  to 
infufe  a  'certain  prophetic  fpirit  into  it,  admirably 
fuited  for  the  more  remote  departments  ;  and  it  was 
generally  perufed,  or  rather  devoured,  by  the  armies, 
by  whom  it  was  held  in  great  efteem.  Many  officers  of 
diilinciion,  addrefled  letters  to  the  editor,  and  he  had 

i  a  great  number  of  correfpondents  in  the  ranks,  who 
by  means  of  this  channel,  detected  the  manoeuvres, 

:  and  impeached  the  ariftocracy  of  their  fliperiors. 
Roland  with  a  fingle  glance,  perceived  the  utility 
of  fuch  a  newfpaper  as  the  Annates^  and  determined 
to  reward  the  labours  of  its  principal  conductor.    M.. 

1  d'Ormef;  n,a  man  averfe  to  the  new  order  of  tfiihVs, 


*  A  fin  all  4*0  journal. 

I  2  having 
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having  been  cifmiffed  frcm  the  fuperintendence  of  the 
national  library,  the  miniftcr  of  the  home  depart- 
ment refolded  to  appoint  two  acknowledged  patriots  to 
that  office,  and  he  accordingly  nominated  Champfort 
and  Carra  as  joint-keepers  of  this  great  establish- 
ment, with  a  falary  of  166/.  ioj.  \cL  fterling  per 
annum  to  each. 

The  zeal  of  Carra  was  foon  after  remunerated  in  a 
ft  ill  more  confpicuous  manner,  for  he  was  nominated 
a  deputy  of  the  department  of  the  Saone  and  Loire, 
and  took  his  feat  accordingly  in  the  Convention. 
As  he  ftill  retained  confiderable  influence  among  the 
foldiery,  he  was  employed  on  one  or  two  critical 
emergencies,  as  commifiicner  to  the  army,  and  con- 
ducted himfelf  on  thefe  occafions  with  equal  adroit- 
nefs  and  fuccefs.  The  impetuofity  of  his  chara&er, 
which  would  have  been  hurtful  in  the  more  cool  de- 
liberations of  the  cabinet,,  was  admirably  fuited  to  the 
nature  of  a  camp,  and  congenial  to  the  life  and  man- 
ners of  a  foldier. 

At  length  the  difturbarxes  in  La  Vendee  began  to 
aflame  a  ferious  afpecr,  and  it  was  neceflary  to  fend 
a  confidential  perfon  thither,  in  a  public  capacity, 
armed  with  great  powers,  and  invefted  with  all  the 
attributes  cf  fupreme  command.  The  proconfular 
author liies^  neceflary  perhaps  at  fiift,  were  in  the 
end  produ&ive  of  the  moft  monftrcus  tyranny.  The 
civil  w*JT  cccafioned  the  creation  of  them,  and  Carra 
was  the  firft  to  whom  they  were  entrufted.  The 
infurgent  departments  from  that  moment  were  de- 
livered over  to  the  arbitrary  c?prices,  and  not  un- 

frequently 
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frequently  the  brutal  excefles  of  little  tyrants.  Thefe 
fangulnary  viceroys  were  often  more  odious  in  their 
adtions,  than  the  agents  of  the  former  defpottfm ;  or 
in  other  words,  they  themfelves  were  petty  kings> 
clothed  not  indeed  in  ermine,  or  adorned  with 
crowns  ;  royalty  in  them,  however,  only  afTumed 
different  attributes,  and  was  but  {lightly  difguifed 
under  a  tri-coloured  robe,  and  a  red  bonnet.  This 
appeared  fo  evident,  that  Barfjet  in  his  celebrated 
tra<ft  Sur  le  Gouvernement  Revolutionnair '^compares 
that  difgufting  period,  to  thofe  anarchical  times,, 
when  France  became  a  prey  to  many  tyrants,  and 
had  her  kings  of  Aquitaine,  SciiTons  *,  &c„ 

It  is  but  fair  to  remark,  that  the  conduct  of 
Carra,  during  his  new  million,  did  not  juftify  the 
hopes  that  had  been  entertained  of  him.  He  is  ac- 
cufed  of  having  a&ed  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  pro- 
long, rather  than  to  finifh  the  war  \  and  ft  is  noto- 
rious that  ha  protected  one  of  the  generals  f  of  the 
repubhek,  wrho  had  bafely  capitulated  to  the  infur- 
gents,  and  was  even  fuppofed  to  have  betrayed  his 
troops  into  ,their  hands.  On  this  he  was  denounced 
by  the  adminiftration  of  Indre  and  Loire  then  fitting 
at  Tours,  and  alfo  by  the  popular  fociety  of  that  city, 
He  was  accordingly  recalled,  and  foon  loft  all  his 
popularity.  He  was  even  fufpe£ted  to  be  in  the 
pay  of  England.      This  vague  accufation  originated 


* le  retour  de  ces  tempo  anarchiques,  ou  la  France  etoit 

la  proie  de  plufieuf S" tyrans,  ou  elle  avoit  fes  rois  d'Aquitaine,  de 
SoifTons,  &c.  4 

f  Quetincau., 
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in  a  ridiculous  plan  formed  by  him,  of  expelling  the 
Bourbons,  and  calling  the  Duke  of  York  to  the 
throne,  in  order  to  procure  the  countenance  and  pro- 
tection of  the  Englifh  nation.  When  foiled  in  this, 
by  the  public  indignation,  he  wiflied  to  carve  out  a 
petty  monarchy  for  his  royal  higbnefs,  from  Liege, 
Brabant,  &c.  &c.  we  have  actually  ken  the  territory 
fairly  apportioned  on  a  well  coloured  map.  To  this 
latter  fcheme,  however  whimfical  it  may  appear,  the 
writer  of  this,  has  good  reafon  to  fuppofe,  that  the 
Englifh  miniftry  at  one  time  lent  its  countenance, 
and  actually  had  its  agents  on  the  fpot ! 

When  the  revolution  of  the  31ft  of  May  occurred, 
Carra,  who  had  always  fided  with  the  Gironde^  went 
into  the  departments,  where  he  had  formerly  been 
on  miffion,  and  was  indifcreet  enough  to  propofe  the 
creation  of  a  departemental  force  \  but  inftead  of  this, 
the  adminiftrafors  whom  he  had  offended,  voted  an 
unanimous  addrefs  to  the  Convention,  and  thanked 
them  for  their  ene.  gc  ick  proceedings. 

The  mountain  having  at  length  triumphed,  Carra 
was  implicated  in  the  pretended  confpiracy  of  the 
21  Girondiflr  deputies,  and  executed  on  the  31ft  of 
October  1793,  in  the  50th  year  of  his  age. 

The  zeal  and  intrepidity  of  this  fingular  man,  out- 
ran his  difcretion,  and  he  was  finking  faft  into  con- 
tempt, when  a  violent  and  unjuft  death,  reftored  a 
portion -of  his  former  popularity,  and  threw  a  luftre 
around  a  life,  that  otherwife  would  have  been  un- 
noticed. 

J.  B.  CAR- 
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The  Decemvtral  government  of  France  was  re- 
plete with  unfpeakable  horrours;  but  it  is  ftill  diffi- 
cult to  believe,  notwithftanding  what  has  been  fre- 
quently afferted,  that  Robefpierre  and  his  afibciates 
had  entered  deliberately  and  fyftematically  into  a 
plan  for  depopulating  their  native  country.  It  will 
hov/ever  be  confefled  on  all  hands,  that  the  excefles 
of  the  revolutionary  period  have  checked  the  progrefs 
of  general  freedom,  and  thrown  an  odiurn  on  the 
zealots  of  democracy.  This  was  forefeen  in  France, 
and  moft,  if  not  all  the  finifter  events  that  have  oc- 
curred, were  prognofticated  during  this  atrocious  ty- 
ranny, in  feveral  fpirited  and  popular  *  pamphlets, 
publifhed  amidft  the  poniards  of  affaflins,  and  circu- 
lated under  the  very  platform  of  the  guillotine. 

Carrier,  whofe  narrative  is  intimately  conne&ed 
with  the  period  to  which  we  have  juft  alluded,  was 
born  at  Yolot  in  the  department  of  Cantal,  and  ailed 
for  fome  time  as  zprocitreur^  or  attorney,  in  the  pre- 
fidial  court  of  Aurillac.  He  is  faid,  by  his  biographer 
Baboeuf,  who  experienced  a  fimilar  fate  (for  the  hero 
and  historian  were  both  executed)  !  to  have  fpent  a 
life  of  atrocities,  and  at  laft  to  have  provoked  the 
maledictions  and  condemnation  of  all  Francef. 

#  VEtincelle  de  Raifon,  Sombre  de  Camille  Dejmoulins,  Expliquons-nouS) 
\  &C. 

f  "  II  faut  done  ecrire !— cette  vieatroce,  devorante,  populi- 
cide— dont  le  heros  monftrueux  a  provoque  fur  fa  tete  les  male- 
dictions, la  condemnation  de  la  France  entiere! !! " 

ha  vie  et  Jes  crimes  de  Carrier. 

Although 
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Although  we  are  not  acquainted  with  the  parti- 
culars of  the  firft  part  of  his  life,  it  appears  evident, 
however,  that  he  declared  early  againft  the  court,  and 
it  feems  likely  that  he  was  one  of  the  many  French- 
men who  converted  the  revolution  into  a  kind  of 
commercial  /peculation.  Of  fuch  it  may  truly  be  faid 
with  the  divine  Milton,  himfelf  a  republican  : 

'•  Licence  they  mean,  when  they  cry  Liberty; 

*'  For  who  means  that,  muft  fiift  be  wife  and  good." 

The  fiery  ardour  of  Carrier,  and  his  enthufiafm  in 
favour  of  the  new  order  of  things^  if  not  the  efteem, 
procured  him  at  leaft  the  fupport  of  his  fellow  citi- 
zens, and  we  accordingly  find  him,  in  1793,  one  of 
the  deputies  for  his  native  department. 

It  was  in  that  dunghill  of  corruption,  the  revolu- 
tionary government^  in  which  fo  many  crimes  were 
engendered,  that  Carrier  took  root,  and,  like  the  in- 
dividuals of  the  fungus  tribe,  fprung  up  in  a  fingle 
night  into  notice.  The  war  of  La  Vendee  gave 
ample  fcope  to  his  talents,  and  he  is  intimately  con- 
nected with  its  moft  dreadful  epochs,  and  rnoft  un- 
fortunate events*  While  the  metropolis,  the  great 
cities,  the  principal  towns,  and  many  of  the  villages 
of  France,  had  made  a  rapid  progrefs  in  knowledge, 
part  of  that  immenfe  kingdom  was  ftill  involved  in 
Gothic  darknefs.  Bretagne,  and  Poitou  in  particular, 
both  in  point  of  agricultural  acquirements  and  focial 
civilization,  were  behind-hand  with  the  fouthern  and 
more  central  provinces.  Thofe  countries,  abounding 
with  forefts  and  rriorafles,  and  beino-  deficient  in  roads 

and 
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and  canals,  were  impenetrable  to  any  but  the  natives, 
Thefe,  in  their  turn,  ignorant  of  mankind,  and  en- 
tirely deftitute  of  inftru&ion,  retained  all  the  marks 
of  feudal  fubje&ion.  The  flaves  of  their  nobles  and 
their  priefts,  the  crofs  of  the  one  clafs,  and  the  co- 
ronet of  the  other,  awed  them  into  the  moft  abjeft 
fubmiftion.  The  revolution  itfelf,  great  and  impor- 
tant as  that  event  was,  made  little  or  no  impreflion 
on  their  minds.  Its  benefits,  its  effedts,  and  its  hif- 
tory,  were  alike  unknown  to  them,  and  it  would 
have  been  wonderful  indeed,  if  fuch  men  could  h^ve 
refilled  the  arts  and  the  influence  employed  to  feduce 
them.  In  a  ftate  of  fociety,  fomewhat  fimilar  to  the 
Northern  clans,  in  17 15,  and  1745,  like  them  they 
ruflied  to  arms  at  the  invitation  of  their  chieftains ; 
like  them,  too,  they  fought,  and  like  them  they  were 
overcome.  While  the  limited  monarchy  continued, 
their  difaffe&ion  was  rather  cherifhed  than  reprefled, 
by  the  agents  of  royalty,  and  Louis  XVI.  has  been 
accufed  of  a£Hng  the  fame  part  with  the  Vendeans> 
as  our  Charles  I.  did  with  the  Irifh.  The  execution 
of  the  king  was  a  fignal  for  the  field;  the  Briflbtine 
government,  exhibiting  their  ufual  character,  talked 
of  moderation,  and  contented  themfelves  with  pallia- 
tives. But  their  fucceflbrs,  in  their  ufual  ftile  of 
ferocious  energy,  threatened  to.  finite  the  infurgent 
departments  with  a  mace  of  iron.  And  with  them, 
to  threaten  and  to  execute,  was  the  fame ! 

True  it  is,  that  the  Vendeans  conduced  themfelves 
with  a  favage  fury.  They  picketted,  tortured,  and 
tormented  the  patriots  with  all  the  refinements  of 

adi- 
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a   diabolical  veftgeance.    Flagellation  was  at  times 
had  recfcurfe  to,  in  order  to  procure  the  difcovery  of 
arms  and  ammunition.    Some  they  mutilated ;  others 
they  burned;    and  many  they   flayed  alive.     Thefe 
were  hideous  crimes,  but   they  met  with  a   dread- 
ful, and  a  far  too  indifcriminate  retaliation.     The' 
troops  were  permitted  to  live  at  free  quarters.     Not 
only  houfes,  but  villages  and  towns  were  laid  wafte. 
All  communication  was  interdi&ed.     Men  were  de- 
liberately  executed   without  a   trial.      Martial  law 
everywhere  prevailed 5  no  quarter  was  given;  the 
inhabitants  were  forced  to  put  out  their  lights,  and 
repair  to  bed,  at  a  certain  hour;  robbery,  butchery, 
ravifhment,  were  every  where  perpetrated,  and,  as 
ufual,   in  their  train  followed   famine  and  difeafe  ! 
Such  horrours,  it  was  to  be  hoped,  were  referved 
folely,  for  the  times  of  the  Goths  and  Vandals ;  or  if 
perpetrated  at  the  clofe  of  the  eighteenth  century, 
would  be  heard  of  with  indignation,  and  ferve  as  a 
falutary  admonition  to  fuch  as  wifhed  to  overftep  the 
bounds   of  humanity.     Alas !   they  are  reported  to 
have  been  but  too  clofely  imitated,  and  that  too  in 
the   dominions  of  a  nation    that   once  profeffed  to 
fhudder  at-  the  bare  recital. 

But  let  us  return  to  Carrier.  The  Committee  of 
Publick  Safety  having  determined  to  adopt  what  they 
terrned  energetkk  meafures,  in  refped  to  La  Vendee y 
feledted  generals  of  ferocious  manners,  in  order  to 
carry  their  fchemes  into  execution.  A  commiflioner 
of  a  fimilar  chara&er,  to  conduit  the  civil  admini- 
ftrationj  was  ftill  wanting.     They  looked  around, 

•  j  and 
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and  Toon  found  the  proper  perfon  in  the  deputy  for 
Cantal.  He  accordingly  fet  out  armed  with  unli- 
mited authority,  and  from  the  very  commencement 
of  his  miffion  difplayed  an  unufual  degree  of  barba- 
rity. One  of  his  firft  publick  a£ts  was  to  enlift  the 
battalion  of  Marat,  a  body  of  plunderers,  who  fright- 
ened the  inhabitants  by  means  of  domiciliary  vifits, 
and  not  unfrequently  laid  them  under  contribution. 
They  began  with  plunder,  and  ended  with  blood,  for 
i  they  conducted  all  the  viftims  to  execution,  and  fome- 
tknes  a£led  as  executioners  tfiemfelves. 

The  next  ftep  was  to  exterminate  all  thofe  taken 
with  arms  in  their  hands,  or  who  wore  ccckades  of 
a  certain  colour,  under  the  name  of  rebels  and  hfi* 
i  gands.  He  accordingly  commanded  twenty-four  to 
!  be  put  to  death  in  one  day;  but  Philippe,  one  of  his 
myrmidons,  infilled  on  a  written  order,  which,  being 
iflued,  they  were  immediately  killed :  two  of  thefe 
were  only  thirteen,  and  other  two  but  fourteen  years 
of  age ! 

Tt>  the  fword,  fo  wantonly,  wielded  by  the  gene- 
rals, the  new  commiflloner  added  the  ft  ill  more 
deadly  inft rumen t  of  famine.  Not  content,  how- 
ever, with  carrying  away  and  deftroying  the  corn, 
forage,  &c.  he  ordered  Haxo  the  commander  in  chief 
to  have  recourfe  to  fir.*,  and  burn  all  the  habitations 
of  the  wretched  inhabitants  ! 


*  "  II  entre  dans  mes  projets  d'en lever  toutes  les  fubfiftcnc.es,  Jes 
denizes,  les  fournges,  tout  en  un  mot  de  ce  maudlt  pays,  de  Tvvrer  aux 
fiammft  torn  Us  batman,  ceje  vats  mzejjammcnt  t\n  falre  paJJ'cr  Vordre* 

Such 
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Such  an  inhuman  and  impolitick  zeal  naturaHy 
difgufted  the  true  patriots.  On  the  25th  Frimaire^ 
2d  year,  the  popular  fociety  of  Vincent  h  Montagne 
impeached  Carrier's  conduct :  this  was  fufficient  to 
make  them  be  confidered  by  him  as  calumniators,  and 
the  aflbciation  was  inftantly  diflblved.  On  that  very 
day  commenced  the  noyacles*,  or  drownings..  No 
lefs  than  one  hundred  and  twenty  individuals  were 
inclofed  in  a  covered  barge,  and  funk  in  the  ftream 
that  rolls  by  Nantes.  This  became  the  fubje&  of  a 
joke — "  What  a  revolutionary  river  is  this  fame 
Loire  f  I" 

On  the  27th  and  28th  he  caufed  two  boys  of  thir- 
teen to  be  executed,  along  with  four  fitters  of  the 
name  of  Metairie,  none  of  whom  had  been  put  upon 
their  trial.  On  the  29th,  in  confequence  of  the  pro- 
clamation of  an  amnefty,  eighty  rebel  horfemen  re- 
paired to  Nantes,  and  declared,  in  the  name  of  the 
infurgent  army,  that  they  would  deliver  up  their 
chiefs,  provided  three  only  were  permitted  to  return 
back,  the  reft  remaining  in  the  mean  time  as  hoftages. 
Inftead  of  complying  with  their  demand.  Carrier  or- 


*  Thefe,  with  a  cruel  and  infulting  mockery,  were  termed  "  Re- 
volutionary baptifms."  Fouquet  and  Lamberty  were  the  agents  in 
this  infernal  fcheme,  and  while  Carrier  fele&ed  the  victims,  it  was 
they  who  procured  the  boats,  with  concealed  pipes,  to  let  in  the 
water.  There  are  faid  to  have  been  no  lefs  than  twenty  of  thefe 
horrid  executions,  four  of  which  were  peculiarly  definitive;  for  in 
one  of  them,  eight  hundred  individuals,  of  all  ages  and  fexes,  were 
murdered. 

-f  "  Quel  torrent  revolutionnaire  que  la  Loire  I" 

dered 
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dered  them  all  to  be  confined,  and  they  were  put  to 
death  the  very  next  day. 

The  fuftll  a  des  foon  fucceeded  the  noyades.  The 
guillotine  was  not  fufficiently  expeditious,  in  his  opi- 
nion ;  by  this  inftrument  no  more  than  a  fingle  head 
fell  at  one  operation;  the  mulketry  of  federal  bat- 
talions could  alone  equal  the  bloody  celerity  of  the 
Commiffioner  *. 

The  priefts,  from  the  very  beginning  of  the  Re- 
volution, had  indeed  been  hoftile  to  liberty,  and  they 
were  not  fpared  by  Carrier.  He  accordingly  fent  for 
the  Revolutionary  Tribunal  into  his  prefence,  and 
ordered  that  fuch  of  the  clergy  as  had  not  been 
drowned  fiiould  now  peiiih  (en  majft)  in  a  body. — 
This  injunction  teems  to  have  been  but  too  faithfully 
complied  with,  although  it  was  in  exprefs  oppofitioa 
to  the  decree  of  the  legiilature,  condemning  the  re- 
fra&ory  clergy  to  exile  only, 

No  city  in  France  had  been  more  early  or  more 
fondly  attached  to  liberty  than  Nantes.  It  had  alfo 
become  the  alylum  of  all  the  perfecuted  patriots  of 
La  Vendee^  and  its  inhabitants  had  repeatedly  (bed 
their  blood,  in  refilling  the  progrefs  of  the  infurgents. 
The  Commiffioner,  however,  foon  discovered  that  all 

*  Here  follows  an  cxtraft  from  earner's  letter,  immediately  after 
the  defeat  of  the  infurgents.  "  Ladefaite  des  brigands  eft  fi  ccrrr- 
plette,  que  nos  poftes  les  tuent,  prennent  et  amenent  a  Nantes  par 
centaines  ;  la  guillotine  ne  peut  fuffire :  'fai  pris  le  parti  da  lei  fa:re 
fvfilkr.  Us  fe  rendent  ici  et  a  Angers  par  centaines :  j'alfuie  a  ceux- 
ci  le  meme  fort  qu'aux  autres.  J'invite  mon  collegue  Francafttl,  a 
ne  pas  s'ecarter  de  cette  falutalre  et  expeditive  methode. .  C'cfl  par 
princrpes  d\kwnariite'  que  je  pvrge  la  tcrre  de  la  liberie' dc  ces  ir.otiftres.*'' 

K  the 
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the  rich  people^  defignated  by  him  under  the  name  of 
the  Opulent  Aristocracy*  had  entered  into  a 
plot,  and  thofe  fufpefted  of  participating  in  it  were 
accordingly  arretted,  and  transferred  to  l'Eporonniere, 
in  order  to  be  conducted  to  the  Abbaye  at  Paris. 

This  devoted  town  was  at  the  fame  time  expofed 
to  all  the  horrours  of  a  famine.  The  citizens  deter- 
mined to  folicit  affiftance  from  the  capital,  but  it  was 
firft  neceflary  that  a  deputation  fhould  wait  on  Car- 
rier, in  order  to  crave  his  intervention. 

"  Demand  bread  for  Nantes  !"  exclaimed  he;  "I 
will  folicit  rather  to  employ  fire  and  fword  againft 

fuch  an  abominable  city. You  are  all  rogues—* 

counter-revolutionifts— ^brigands-— I  intend  to  iffue  a 
commiflion  for  trying  the  whole  of  you  !     I  myfelf 
will  prefide  on  the  occafion,  and  enjoin  the  few  pa- 
triots to  be  found  there,  to  evacuate  the  place.-^But 
what  do  I  fay'? — the  few  patriots?     There  was  but 
one  among  you,  and  you  guillotined  him.     Ruffians  ! 
heads  flhall  roll  about  the  ftreets  of  Nantes  .....  I 
will  regenerate  Nantes  *  ! ." 

The  crimes  of  this  monfter  already  recited  are, 
from  their  very  nature  of  publick  notoriety;  indeed, 
on  his  trial,  they  were  all  fubftantiated  by  means  of 
witneffes  of  un impeached  integrity,  and  have  fince 

*  At  this  very  moment  the  inhabitants  of  Nantes  were  all  in  tears, 
being  reduced  to  half  a  pound  of  bad  bread  per  day,  and  in  the 
hourly  expectation  that  their  city  would  be  declared  in  a  ft  ate  of  U- 
hellion.  A  little  before  this,  after  denouncing  "  the  merchants, 
ihopkecpers,  and  confp'irators"  he  declared,  that  if  the  laft  were  not 
delivered  up  to  him,  he  would  decimate  the  inhabitants. 
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become  matters  of  publick  record.  There  are  others, 
of  a  more  equivocal  nature,  unfan&ioned  by  equal 
authority,  but  yet  generally  believed.  Luft  and  ava- 
rice are  faid  to  have  held  a  divided  empire,  with  cru- 
elty, in  the  bofom  of  this  monfter.  He  is  reproached 
with  having  enriched  himfelf  with  the  plunder  of 
the  opulent,  and  with  having  violated  feveral  ladies 
whom  he  afterwards  caufed  to  be  butchered. 

At  length,  happily  for  mankind,  the  Thcmidorean 
Revolution  teok  place,  and  with  Robefpierre  fell  all 
his  tribunals  of  blood,  and  many  of  the  ferocious  men 
who  fupported  him.  Of  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
two  NantaiS)  who  had  been  tranfrnitted  by  Carrier 
'  to  Paris,  ninety-four  yet  furvived.  Thefe  had  been 
accufed  of  the  vague  counter-revolutionary  crimes  of 
"  frock-jobbing,"  tl  forestalling  the  markets,  with  a 
view  of  ftarving  the  fans-culottes"  &c.  &c.  and  they 
now  demanded  to  be  tried  before  the  new  Criminal 
Court.  By  this  tribunal,  which  had  fubftituted  cle- 
mency in  the  place  of  barbarity,  they  were  inftantly 
acquitted.  In  the  courfe  of  the  procefs,  the  prifon- 
ers  had  declaimed  with  great  violence  againft  Carrier, 
and  the  Revolutionary  Committee,  whom  they  con- 
fidered  as  the  authors  of  all  their  fufferings.  Philip- 
Tronjoly,  one  of  the  furvivors,  and  who  himfelf  had 
formerly  afted  as  P;  efident  of  the  Criminal  Tribunal 
of  Nantes,  publifhed  thofe  denunciations,  confiding  of 
an  enormous  detail  of  atrocities.  The  publick  at- 
tention, on  this,  was  inftantly  aroufed;  and  the 
Convention  at  length  took  the  alarm;  for,  in  .con* 
fequence  of  a  report  from  the  Committee  of  Twenty- 
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one,  they  decreed,  on  the  22d  Vendematre>  that  the 
Commiffioner  fhould  be  tried  before  the  Criminal 
Tribunal.  Accordingly,  on  Septidi  7  Frimaire 
(November  27th,  1793)  he  was  arraigned  in  the 
Salle  de  la  Liberty  when  Goulin,  one  of  his  accom- 
plices, and  alfo  a  member  of  the  Revolutionary  Tri- 
bunal became  the  bittereft  of  his  accufers.  Carrier, 
however,  appeared  undaunted,  and  pleaded  two  de- 
crees in  his  juftification,  the  one  for  burning  the 
houfes,  the  other  for  the  extermination  of  all  the  in- 
habitants of  La  Vendee*.  As  to  the  noyades^fufd- 
ladeS)  &c.  he  threw  the  whole  blame  of  thofe  mea- 
fures  on  the  Revolutionary  Tribunal,  and  defied  any 
one  to  produce  a  fingle  order,  under  his  hand,  autho- 
rifing  thofe  a£ls  f.     The  defence  of  Carrier  was  in 

general 

*  The  decrees  "in  queftion  were  thofe  of  the  19th  and  27th  of 
March  1793,  under  the  fhelter  of  which  fo  many  horrours  were 
committed.  Neither  of  thefe,  however,  authorifed  guillotinades9  fu- 
Jillades,  noyades,  or  executions  en  maJJ'e.  On  the  contrary,  they 
enacted  no  punimment  whatever,  until  a  regular  conviction  before 
competent  tribunals  had  taken  place. 

f  This  is  a-defpicable  evafion  which  he  had  no  doubt  learned  in 
the  courfe  of  his  profeiTional  practice.  His  particular  orders  were 
indeed  veraa!,  but  they  were  accompanied  by  a  general  written  au- 
thority, delivered  to  one  of  his  accomplices  of  the  name  of  Lam-. 
berty,  of  which  the  following  is  an  ex3&  copy  : 

"  Carrier, 
<l  Reprefcntant  du  peuple  pres  Tarmee  de  Toueft,  invite  et  -re- 
quiert  le  nombre  des  citoyens  que  Guillaume  Lamberty  voudra  choifir, 
a  obeir  a  tous  les  ordres  quM  leur  donnera  pour  une  expedition  que 
nous  lui  avons  conjik\  requiert  le  commandant  des  poftes  de  Nantes  de 
laiffer  paiTer,  foit  de  nuit,  foit  de  jour,  le  dit  Lamberty  et  ics  citoyens 
\^x\\  conduira  avec  lui  5  defend  a  qui  que  ce  foit  de  porter  la  moin- 
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general  able,  and  in  fome parts  eloquent;  it  was  chiefly 
founded  on  the  cruelties  exercifed  by  the  infurgents 
againft  the  patriots,  and  if  it  did  not  juftify,  was  calcu- 
lated at  leaft  to  palliate  fome  of  his  own  enormities. 

*  Civil  wars,"  laid  he,  "  have  always  been  noted 
for  the  reprifals  made  by  one  party  upon  another ; 
and  there  never  was  a  civil  war,  during  which  the 
revolters  perpetrated  fo  many  horrours,  cruelties, 
murders,  and  maflacres,  as  in  that  of  La  Vendee. 
Thefe  feem  to  be  jiow  forgotten ;  but  that  circum- 
ftance  fhall  not  prevent  me  from  prefenting  you  with 
a  fketch  of  them. 

The  brigands  were  the  firft  to  give  the  fignal 
for  crimes  of  all  kinds,  and  Machecoult  was  the 
theatre,  in  which  the  moft  bloody  fcenes  were 
realifed.  It  was  there  that  the  rebels  hacked  and 
cut  in  pieces  eight  hundred  patriots;  thefe  were 
interred,  half  dead,  half  alive,  their  bodies  being 
covered  but  flightly,  while  their  legs  and  arms 
were  expofed  to  the  elements.  They  bound  their 
wives  with  cords,  and  forced  them  to  aflifi  at  the 
maflacre  of  their  hufbands;  they  then  nailed  them 
up,  along  with  their  children,  to  the  doors  of  their 
houfes,  and  pierced  them  with  a  thoufand  wounds* 
The  constitutional  prieft  was  fpitted  alive,  and  car- 
ried in  this  manner  through  the  ftreets,  after  the  bar- 
barians had  mutilated  fuch  of  his  members  as  pofTefled 

dre   entrave  aux  operations  que  pourront  necefliter  leurs  expe- 
ditions. " 

This  was  iflued,  in  order  to  enable  Lamberty  to  accomplish  the 
ncyadci  without  interruption. 
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the  greateft  degree  of  fenfibility:  at  length,  he  alfo 
was  nailed,  ftill  alive,  to  the  tree  of  liberty,  while  a 
Vendean  dreffed  in  his  ecclefiaftical  robes,  celebrated 
ma/Fes  in  the  midft  of  blood,  and  disfigured  carcafTes. 

"  In  the  Marflies  of  Nort,  a  battalion  compofed  of 
6co  young  men  belonging  to  Nantes,  was  firft  mu- 
tilated, and  afterwards  maflacred." 

At  Cholet  the  brigands  renewed  the  frightful 
ftenes  of  Machecoult ;  they  configned  the  patriots  to 
the  moft  terrible  torments  ;  before  they  deprived 
them  of  life,  they  nailed  up  the  palpitating  limbs  of 
their  wives  and  children  to  the  gates,  and  afterwards 
pierced  them  with  fwords — in  fhort,  they  exercifed 
thefe  unheard  of  cruelties  wherever  they  found  either 
patriots  who  oppofed,  or  peaceable  inhabitants  who 
would  not  carry  arms  for  them. 

"  When  they  took  pofTefiion  of  Saumur,  every 
one  who  enjoyed  the  reputation  of  being  friendly  to 
liberty,  perifhed  by  the  moft  frightful  tortures:  the 
women  with  their  children  in  their  arms,  threw 
themfelves  out  of  the  windows,  but  the  ruffians  fol- 
lowed and  poniarded  them  in  the  ftreet. 

The  punifhments  deftined  by  them  for  our  brave 
defenders  was  no  lefs  cruel ;  the  leaft  barbarous  was 
to  fhoot  or  kill  them  by  wounds  inflicted  by  the 
bayonet;  but  the  moft  common  was  to  fufpend  them 
by  the  feet  to  trees,  then  to  place  cartridges  at  the 
nofe  and  mouth,  which  they  fet  fire  to,  and  they 
wei  e  thus  allowed  to  perifh  in  unfpeakable  torments. 

"  We  could  not  move  a  Tingle  ftep  in  La  Vendee , 
without  thofe  frightful,  hideous,  terrible,  fpe&acles, 

every 
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every  where  afHicYing  us.  Our  eyes  were  tortured 
on  entering  a  village,  with  the  fight  of  the  faviours 
of  our  country  cut  into  ftireds,  and  nailed  to  the 
doors  of  the  buildings  j  the  trees,  the  woods,  and  the 
hedges,  exhibited  the  disfigured  corpfes  of  our  brave 
brethren  in  arms,  fufpended  to  the  branches  with 
their  bodies  half  burnt  5  a  little  further  off,  we  found 
their  inanimate  remains  nailed  to  trees,  and  gallowfes, 
mutilated,  pierced  with  wounds,  the  faces  confumed, 
or  rather  calcined  ! 

"The  brigands  did  not  confine  themfelves  to  thefe 
inhuman  tortui  es  \  they  filled  their  very  ovens  with 
our  gallant  defenders,  and  actually  fet  fire  to  and 
ronfumed  them  in  this  atrocious  manner. 

u  The  cannibals  at  length  invented  a  new  fpecies 
of  punifhment ;  fuch  of  the  foldiers  of  the  republick  as 
they  took  prifoners,  had  their  nofes,  hands,  and  feet, 
cut  off,  and  were  then  precipitated  into  the  moft 
frightful  dungeons. 

"  Let  it  not  aftonifh  you  then,  if  at  the  afpect  of  fo 
many  atrocities,  a  few  reprifals  perhaps  in  their 
nature  too  violent^  fhould  be  made  j  now  that  a 
calm  has  enfued,  they  affliii  humanity  :  but  you  are 
not  to  confine. your  regards  to  this  circumftance;  for 
what  was  our  political  fituation  at  that  epoch,  when 
they  were  perpetrated?  All  our  frontiers  were  in- 
vaded from  the  north  to  the  fouth ;  treafon  had  dif- 
organized  our  armies;  the  interiour  of  the  coun- 
try was  in  flames  ;  Toulon  was  fold  to  the  Englifh; 
Marfeilles,  Lyons,  Bourdeaux,  ailing  in  concert  with 
the  fouthern  departments,  prefented  a  menacing  front 

to 
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to  the  republick  ;  the  departments  of  the  north  were 
next  agitated,  armed  againft  the  National  Conven- 
tion y  La  Vendee  was  become  formidable  py  its  vic- 
tories ;  the  whole  of  the  ci-devant  Bretagne  expe- 
rienced an  ebullition  truly  frightful;  its  coafts,  its 
ports,  were  menaced  with  a  defcent  of  thirty  thoufand 
Englifli  and  emigrants  then  ftationed  before  Guern- 
{ey  and  Jerfey ;  Morbihan  was  in  open  rebellion  ; 
Nantes  was  furrounded  by  brigands,  exifting  merely 
from  day  to  day,  able  with  the  utmoft  difficulty  to 
procure  fubfiftence,  defolated  too  by  contagion,  the 
brigands  introducing  themfelvcs  within  its  walls ; 
keeping  up  a  correfpondence  with  feveral  of  its  in- 
habitants, who  furnifhed  them  with  fuccours,  arms, 
and  ammunition  ;  the  prifoners  rifing  in  the  jails, 
and  a  great  confpiracy  earring  on  in  this  very  city ! 

"  It  was  in  -fuch  a  ftate  of  things,  amidft  fo  many 
enemies,  dangers,  and  obftacles,  that  the  commune  of 
Nantes  found  itfelf  protected  by  only  a  feeble  garri- 
fon.  Parents,  brothers,  relations,  friends,  killed, 
tortured,  niaffacred  by  the  brigands  ;  fuch  were  the 
elements  that  awakened,  and  excited  vengeance  ! 

u  Ought  any  one  then  to  be  aflonifhed  at  this 
moment,  if  fo  many  perils  on  one  part,  and  fo  many 
atrocities  on  the  other,  fhould  lead  to  exaggerated 
meafures  ?  And  is  it  proper  to  judge  coldly  to  day 
when  the  public  opinion  is  changed,  concerning 
what  ought  to  have  been  done  laft  year,  in  the  midft 
cf  ftorms,  dangers,  and  excefles,  when  at  that  period, 
every  good  citizen  had  before  his  eyes  the  bleeding 
image  of  his  country,  and  when  the  only  rule  of  con- 
4  du#, 
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/duel:,  the  fole  meafure  of  law  was,  as  it  ought  to  be, 
the  fafety  of  the  people  ?V 

The  whole  of  this  fpeech,  is  merely  a  justification, 
under  colour  of  reprifah\  it  indeed  ferves  in  fome 
degree  to  diminifh  our  horrour  of  Carrier's  crimes, 
but  it  does  not  acquit  him,  for  the  retaliation  was 
not  incidental  or  temporary*  but  fyftematical  and 
continuous.  It  was  alfo  clearly  proved  at  the  trial, 
and  he  could  not  difculpate  himfelf  from  the  charge, 
"that  he  had  figned  two  lifts,  containing  the  names  of 
infurgents,  among  whom  were  children  from  thirteen 
to  fourteen  years  of  age,  who  were  executed  without 
any  procefs  whatever. 

In  confequence  of  this,  the  following  judgment 
was  pronounced  on  the  26th  Frimaire. 

1.  "The  tribunal,  after  having  heard  the  verdict  of 
the  jury,  declaring  it  evident  that  in  the  department 
of  Loire  inferieure,  and  particularly  in  the  commune 
of  Nantes,  crimes  and  manoeuvres  have  been  prac- 
tiled,  tending  to  affeft  the  fafety  and  the  liberty  of 
the  French  nation,  by  the  commiflion  of  arbitrary 
a&s  in  violation  of  the  liberty  of  citizens  ;  fuch  as 
(les  noyades  &  fufillades)  drowning  and  {hooting 
men  in  bodies,  although  they  were  not  brigands ;  in 
making  ufe  of  terrour  againfl  all,  and  in  condemning 
ni3ny  irreproachable  citizens. 

2.  <c  That  Carrier-having  rendered  himfelf  author 
of,  or  accomplice  in  thofe  criminal  manoeuvres,  by 
giving  orders  on  the  27th  and  28th  Frimaire^  to 
fhcot  brigands  >  among  whom  were  children  of  from 

•  thirteen  to  fourteen  years  of  age  j  by  tolerating  or 

commanding 
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commanding  (noyades)  drowning ;  by  giving  unlimited 
power  to  Lamberty,  Fouquet,.  and  Lalbateux,  who, 
under  colour  of  thefe  powers,  have  committed  un- 
heard of  cruelties : 

3.  u  That  having  done  all  this,  knowingly,  wick- 
edly, and  with  counter-revolutionary  intentions  : 

ci  The  tribunal  afer  hearing  the  public  accufer,  as 
to  the  application  of  the  punifhment,  relative  to  the 
laws  invoked  by  him,  condemns  Carrier  to  the  pains 
of  death,  and  declares  his  goods  confifcated  to  the 
profit  of  the  republick." 

The  National  Convention,  however,  would  not  at 
firft  fan£tion  the  fentence,  for  a  formal  decree,  revoked 
the  powers  granted  to  this  tribunal.'  The  fate  of 
this  vile  commiffioner,  was  however  only  fufpended, 
for  he  was  executed  on  the  25th  Frimaire,  third  year, 
(December  15th  1794.) 

Jean  Baptifle  Carrier  was  only  thirty  fix-years 
old,  at  the  time  of  his  death.  Pofleffing  ftrong  paf- 
fions,  his  zeal  bewildered  his  judgment,  and  no  man 
was  of  greater  differvice  on  this  very  account,  to  the 
caufe  of  liberty,  which  he  pretended  to  efpoufe. 

If  the  print  which  we  have  feen  of  him,  has  the 
remoteft  'refembiance  to  the  original,  he  muft  have 
been  one  of  the  moil  hideous  cf  the  human  race  ! 

LUSIGNAN. 

The  crimes  committed  in  La  Vendee,  were  not 
peculiar  either  to  the  patriots  or  the  ariflocrats,  the 
plebeians,  or  tte  nobles  :  alas  !  they  were  perpetrat- 
ed indifcriminately  by  parties,  and  men  of  all  def- 
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.  Criptions  :  Here  follows  an  anecdote  but  too  well 
authenticated. 

Lufignan,  a  man  of  family,  and  fuppofed  to  be 
^defcended  from  the  French  prince  of  the  fame  name, 
who  for  a  fhort  time,  filled  the  throne  of  Jerufalem, 
during  the  time  of  the  Croifades,  attached  himfelf  to 
the  victorious  fide,  and  rofe  to  be  general  of  bri- 
gade, in  the  republican  army.  This  officer,  on  his  en- 
trance into  the  infurgent  provinces,  determined  to 
diftinguifh  himfelf  by  his  violence.  Sufpicion  was 
continually  awake  in  his  bofom.  Every  peafant 
with  him  was  a  foe,  and  every  offence  was  to  be 
expiated  with  blood. 

The  young  men  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Nantes, 
and  the  inhabitants  in  genera!,  exhibited  a  proof  of 
their  good  intentions,  by  offering  to  enrol  them- 
felvcs,  and  march  againft  the  enemy.  This,  how- 
ever, did  not  prevent  the  perpetration  of  the  moft 
(hocking  enormities,  of  which  they  were  to  a  fre- 
quently the  victims. 

This  ferocious  commander  repaired  one  day  toPal- 
lere,  a  little  hamlet,  near  the  forges  of  Cugan,  accom- 
panied by  about  thirty  horfe.  Happening  to  meet  the 
women  of  the  viilage,  he  afked,  where  their  hufbands 
were  ?  They,  without  any  hefitation,  replied,  "  at 
I*  home,  weaving  ftuffs."  Lufignan  orders  them  to 
appear.  They  accordingly  come  forth  with  their 
aprons  on,  and  follow  him  to  Cliffon,  where,  with- 
out either  trial  or  examination,  he  orders  feventeen 
1  out  of  eighteen  to  be  inftantly  fhot ! 

PHILIP* 
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PHILIPPEAUX. 

P.  Philippeaux,  born  at  Ferriere,  in  1760,  and 
bred  originally  for  the  bar,  was  a  member  of  the 
Convention,  and  one  of  the  few  honeft  deputies  who 
were  fent  into  La  Vendee.  Mild  and  gentle  in  his 
manners,  although  energetic  in  his  proceedings,  he 
abhorred  the  fhedding  of  human  blood,  and  exclaim- 
ed bitterly  againft  the  abufe  of  pov/er,  on  the  part  of 
the  public  functionaries.  He  feems,  indeed,  to 
have  imagined,  that  moft  of  the  horrours  committed, 
were  fecretly  countenanced  by  a  powerful  faition, 
for  it  is  thus  he  writes  to  the  Committee  of  Publick 
Safety,  on  the  16th  Frimaire,  of  the  fecond  year: 

"  The  war  of  La  Vendee^  becomes  daily  more  and 
more  a  labyrinth  of  myfreries  and  delufion  ;  it  is 
evident,  however,  that  its  duration  is  owing  to  a 
confpiracy,  and  the  aitors  muft  indeed  be  in  pofief- 
ficn  of  great  power,  fince  they  have  afTcciated  even 
the  government  in  their  horrible  fuccefs. 

"  It  will  be  difficult  for  our  pofterity  to  believe, 
that  all  the  perfidious,  cowardly,  or  weak   generals, 
who  in   the  courfe  of  this  war  have  poniarded  the 
republick,  mould  enjoy  the   moft  perfedt  fee  ur  i  ty  ; 
that  not  one  of  them  mould  have  been  puniflied  ; 
that  feveral,  on  the  contrary,  have  been  admitted  to 
the  higheft  profeffional  honours,  while  the  brave  and 
generous  officers  who  were  honeft  enough  to  endea- 
vour to  put  an  end  to  hoftilities,  are  either  difpl.aced 
or  in  irons  .  .  .  .  .  .  /' 
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Choudieu,  the  enemy  of  Philippeaux,  endeavour* 
ed  to  contradict  his  ftatements,  in  a  report  on  La 
Vendee^  and  to  excufe  the  atrocities  committed,  un- 
der pretext  that  the  inhabitants  were  fanaticks,  and 
unworthy  of  mercy ! 

"  The  revolution  had  never  penetrated,"  fays  he, 
*  into  thofe  parts  of  Poitou  and  Bretagne  which 
were  the  feat  of  the  infurredtion.  Either  by  the'  ig- 
norance, or  the  perverfity  of  the  adminiflrative  bo- 
'  dies,  the  laws  of  the  conftituent  aflembly,  relative  to 
the  nobility  and  the  clergy,  were  but  imperfedtly 
underftood  ;  and  it  was  with  infinite  pains  that  even 
an  appearance  of  fubmiffion  could  be  obtained.  The 
inhabitants  of  thofe  countries,  plunged  into  the  moft 
profound  ignorance,  and  deprived  of  all  communica- 
tion among  themfelves,  on  account  of  the  badnefs  of 
their  roads,  remained  in  fubje&ion  to  the  nobles  and 
priefts,  in  the  midft  of  enfranchifed  France/'  He 
then  proceeds  to  ftate,  «  that  the  civil  commijfariesy 
fent  thither  by  the  king,  inftead  of  opening  the  eyes 
of  the  farraticks,  and  unm^fking  and  puni(hing  thofe 
who  mifled  them,  gave  a  new  degree  of  force  and 
energy  to  their  errours,  and  folemnly  approved  of  their 
criminal  refinance  to  the  laws," 

Philippeaux  wanted  to  carry  into  pra&ice,  a  plan 
bottomed  on  the  very  theory  recommended  by  his 
enemies :  for  he  had  a&ually  drawn  up  a  republican 
catecbifm,  in  order  to  enlighten  the  people,  and  inftill 
principles  of  liberty  into  their  minds. 

u  The  generals,"  fays  Philippeaux,  in  his  re- 
port to  the  Committee  of  Public  Safety,  16  Frimarc, 
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2d  year, cc  fuch  as  Berruyer,  Marce,  and  Ligonnier, 
who  were  entrufted  with  the  tafk  of  ftifiing  the  firft 
germs  of  civil  difcord,  favoured  the  rebels  in  every 
fenfe,  in  order  to  encreafe  their  audacity,  and  bring 
down  all  the  horrours  of  a  civil  wan  Queti- 
neau,  fucceflbr  to  thefe  traitors  and  difciple  of 
the  infamous  Dumourier,  walked  in  their  fteps.  He 
delivered  up  Thouars  to  the  brigands^  with  5000 
men  and  a  large  quantity  of  ammunition.  The  re- 
bels took  him  prifoner  out  of  mere  form,  and  after- 
wards releafed  him  on  his  word  of  honour.  He  him- 
felf  wore  the  infamous  white  cockade  \  he  gave  the 
enemy's  general  the  fraternel  embrace,  (I' accolade 
fraternelle)  in  the  midft  of  the  breathlefs  bodies  of 
our  unfortunate  brethren  then  dying  for  liberty; 
he  delivered  himfelf  up  to  infamous  orgies  with  the 
royalifts,  at  the  time  our  defenders  were  languifhing 
in  dungeons,  and  deprived  of  nourifhment  for  thirty 
hours." 

When  Angers  and  Pont  de  Ce  were  menaced  by 
the  enemy,  Philippeaux,  although  he  had  no  exprefs 
miflion  for  that  purpofe,  inftantly  fet  out,  on  hearing 
the  intelligence,  for  Angers,  and  notwithfting  he 
found  a  written  order  there  for  abandoning  the  place, 
he  had  yet  the  hardihood  to  refxft  ;  at  the  rifk 
of  his  head,  he  took  meafures  for  that  purpofe,  actually 
repelled  the  enemy,  which  led  to  many  other  falutary 
events,  and  had  he  been  but  proprrly  fupported, 
would  have  given  a  decided  turn  to  publick  affairs. 

At  length,  on  the  23d  of  Auguft,  the  Committee 
of  Public  Safety  determined  to  adopt  new  meafures. 
The  plan  of  the  campaign  was  changed  j  the  war 
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was  to  be  terminated  inftantly,  and  that  by  a  gene- 
ral attack.  Ronfin  and  Roflignol,  who  feem  to 
have  had  private  inftruftions,  or  were  afTured  of 
the  prote&ion  of  government,  determined  to  mar 
this  projeft,  and  they  a&ually  did  it  with  impunity. 
On  this,  Philippeaux,  and  the  other  commiflioners 
denounced  them,  and  they  were  recalled,  but  it  was 
only  to  be  entrufted  with  ttill  higher  commands. 

Montaigu  was  foon  after  taken  by  the  infurgents, 
and  the  republican  army,  being  deprived  of  their  camp 
equipage,  which  had  been  depofited  there,  were  a&ually 
obliged  to  lie  on  the  bare  ground*,  while  its  generals 
difplayed  an  Afiatic  luxury. 

Philippeaux,  {hocked  to  behold  the  republican 
battalions  immolated  under  the  dire&ion  of  worth- 
lefs  and  criminal  men,  by  means  of  his  importunities 
forced  the  Convention  to  nominate  a  commifiion  to 
examine  into  his  conduit.  This,  however,  was  not 
agreeable  to  the  Committee  of  Public  Safety,  which, 
in  order  to  elude  this  meafure,  declared  by  the  organ 
of  Bariere,  "  that  there  was  no  longer  a  Vendee  /" 
Eight  days,  however,  demonftrated  the  falfehood  of 
this  declaration,  as  Montaigu  was  actually  taken  by 
the  rebels,  and  the  garrifon  with  difficulty  efcaped. 
Philippeaux  attempted  once  more  to  exculpate  him- 
felf,  and  a&ually  procured  another  commiffion  to  be 

*  "  En  forte  que  Tarmee,  depuis  cette  epoque,  est  reduite  a 
bivuaquer  fur  la  dure,  &  dans  la  boue,  pendant  que  fes  generaux, 
gabionnes  d'hiftriens  &  de  courtifannes,  la  conduifent  a  une  bou- 
cherie  perpetuelle  ,7 
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appointed  for  enquiring  into  the  condu&  of  the  court 
ofSaumur  *,  but  this  was  diflblved  on  the  3d  Nivafe* 
On  the  1 8th  Nivofeyhe  tranfmitted  a  new  accufa- 
tion  againft  it;  this  produced  the  temporary  im- 
prifonment  of  Ronfin  and  Vincent.  From  that  mo- 
ment he  was  entered  in  the  lift  of  thofe  profcrihed  by 
the  Decemvirs^  a  circumftance  which  determined  the 
fate  of  this. brave  republican,  who  devoted  himfelf  for 
his  country,  without  being  able  to  fave  it.  The 
guilty  Vincent  and  Ronfin  were  enlarged  on  the 
14th;  and  on  the  15th  Choudieu  prefented  a  report 
in  order  to  take  away  his  life. 

On  the  11th  of  Germinal,  Philippeaux  was  arreft-* 
ed,  tried,  condemned,  and  finally  cut  ofF  on  the  5th 
of  April,  1794,  under  the  vague  pretence  of  being 
u  an  author  of,  and  accomplice  in  a  grand  confpiracy, 
tending  to  deftroy  the  National  Convention  ;  to  re- 
eftablifh  royalty  in  France,  and  to  maflacrc  the  Pa- 
triots, the  Committees  of  Public  Safety,  General 
Surety,  and  the  Jacobins." 

Phillppesux  was  odious  to  the  then  ruling  powers, 
and  fell  a  martyr  to  their  vengeance.  They  dreaded 
his  humanity,  his  eloquence,  and  his  energy,  and  could 
not  bear  that  fuch  a  man  mould  brave  their  autho- 
rity, and  condemn  their  conduct. 

He  blamed  the  fanguinary  meafures  of  the  Com  - 
mittees  of  government,  as  equally  cruel,  unjuft,  and 
impolitick. 


*  This  was  the  appellation  given  to   a  central  committee  of  de- 
puties and  general  officers 
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In  the  exprefs  words  of  one  of  our  own  generals, 
he  reproached  the  army  of  La  Vendee  with  their 
excefles,  and  told  them  "  that  they  were  more  for- 
midable to  their  fellow  citizens  than  to  the  enemy." 

It  was  not  to  be  expedted  that  fuch  a  man  could 
efcape  the  guillotine;  but  although  it  was  eafy  to 
murder,  it  was  not  poffible  to  difhonour  him,  and 
pofterity  will  do  ample  juftice  to  one  of  the  few  citi- 
zens, who  returned  with  an  irreproachable  character 
from  the  infurgent  departments,  and  whofe  virtue 
conftituted  his  fole  crime.  He  periflied  in  the  thirty- 
fourth  year  of  his  age. 

DAVID. 

It  is  not  David  the  painter,  of  whom  I  at  prefent 
make  motion,  but  David  a  man  of  letters,  author  of 
<c  Hijiolre  ^Qhxunologique  des  operations  de  I'armie 
du  Nord  &  de  celle  de  Sambre  et  Meufe>  &c" 

While  many  of  the  Girondifts  withdrew  from  the 
tyranny  of  Robefpierre,  by  flying  to  foreign  coun- 
tries ;  David  took  refuge  in  the  army,  and  was  there 
fafe  from  the  fury  of  the  Bonnet$-rougesy  as  he  terms 
the  jacobins. 

It  was  not  his  wealth,  he  fays,  that  expofed  him 
to  perfecution,  but  he  knew  how  to  read  and  write, 
which  at  that  time,  if  we  are  to  believe  him>  was 
accounted  a  crime  !  Being  the  relation  of  general 
Souham,  he  enjoyed  his  prote&ion,  and  having  an 
opportunity  of  infpe&ing  the  orderly  books  of  the 
army,  and  converting  with  the  Etat  Major,  he  was 
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thus  enabled  to  compofe  the  volume  which  he  has 
entitled  uCampagnes  du  General  Picbegru" 

His  work  abounds  with  frequent  inftances  of 
intrepidity,  on  the  part  of  the  French  foldidrs.  Afk- 
ing  one  of  thern,  whether  He  thought  the  army- 
would  be  able  to  penetrate  into  Flanders  ?  he  replied 
thus :  "  En  Flandre  !  ce  pays  ne  tiendra  pas  plus 
devant  nous  que  la  rofee  devant  le  foleil"  Speak- 
ing of  the  line  of  fortifications  from  Namur  to 
Ypres,  a  grenadier  exclaimed :  "  Cette  ligne  !  bahy 
troyez-moi  nous  Pavalerons  comme  une  ajperge  !" 
Thefe  fayings  indeed  have  the  appearance  of  gaf- 
conade,  but  they  were  followed  by  circumftances 
that  beftowed  on  them  all  the  verity  of  prophecy. 

Everyone  is  acquainted  with  the  effe£t  of  elo- 
quence on  large  affemblies  of  men,  and  the  enthu- 
fiafm  produced  by  popular  fongs  among  the  foldiery, 
of  all  nations.  The  "  Marfeilloife"  ^  Vei lions  au 
falut  de  ly  empire"  and  c<  Le  Reveil  du  peuple"  were 
all  fung  in  the  camps,  yet  M.  David  afTerts,  that  in 
Pichegru's  battles,  the  monotonous  found  of  the  drum 
was  alone  heard.  The  lyrick  produ&ions  of  Chenier 
and  Gouffroi,^vere  regularly  fent  to  the  troops,  but 
the  more  fimple  and  natural  Vaudevilles  of  Bane 
and  Gaveaux,  were  far  greater  favourites.  The 
following  veries  would  at  firft  fight  appear  to  be  a 
fa  tyre  on  the  French  armies,  as  they  have  been  ac- 
cufed  by  their!  enemies  to  have  drawn  great  part  of 
their  courage  from  the  brandy  bottle,  but  the  author- 
is  1>oth  ferious  and  witty  : 
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COUPLETS  BACCHIQUES  &  GUERRIERS. 

Voulez-vous  fuivre  un  bon  confeil  ? 
Buvez  avant  que  de  combattre  j 
De  fens  froid  je  vaux  mon  pareil, 
Mais  quand  j'ai  bien  bu,  j'en  vaux  quatrc^ 

Verfez  done,  mes  amis,  verfez, 
Je  n'en  puis  jamais  boire  aflez. 

Ma  foi  !  e'eft  un  trifle  ibldat 

Que  celui  qui  ne  fait  pas  boire,  4 

11  voit  les  dangers  du  combat, 

Le  buveur  n'en  voit  que  la  gloire, 

Verfez  done,  &c. 

Comme  ce  vin  toame  l'efprit, 
Comme  il  vous  change  une  perfonne  * 
Tel  qui  tremble  s'il  rerlechit, 
Fait  trembler  quand  il  deraifonne. 
Verfez  done,  &c 

Cet  univers,  ah  qn'il  eA  beau  ! 
Mais  pourquol  dans  ce  grand  ouvrage, 
Le  feigneur  a-t  il  mis  tant  d'eau  ? 
Le  vin  me  plairoit  da  vantage. 
Verfez  done,  &c.  a 

S'il  n7a  pas  fait  un  element 
De  cette  Lq^eur  rubieonde, 
Le  feigneur  s'eft  montre  prudent, 
Nous  euffions  defieche  le  monde. 
Verfez  done,  mes  amis  verfez, 
Je  n'en  puis  jamais  boire  affez. 

This  was  a  favourite  fong  in  lhe  army  that  enter- 
ed Flanders,  and  is  warmly  recommended  by  David, 
who  has  returned  to  Paris,  and  has  become,  what  is 
very  common  there,  although  it  founds  very  tf  range]/ 
here,  viz.  a  modiri  enrage. 

SALMt 
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SALMy 

Is  reported  to  be  a  cadet  of  the  great  German  fa- 
mily of  Salm  Salm,  f©  diftinguifhed  in  the  annals  of 
the  empire.  Having  had  all  his  fortune  fwallowed 
up  in  Paris,  that  vortex  of  diffipation  and  intrigue, 
he  entered  into  a  regiment  of  dragoons,  and  the  re- 
volution found  him  in  a  humble  fituation. 

One  of  the  reprefentatives  on  million  with  the 
army,  having  publifhed  an  order  enjoining  all  the 
nobles  to  leave  the  fervice ;  this  was  fo  ftri&ly  com- 
plied with,  that  feveral  privates  were  a&ually  oblig- 
ed to  conform  to  it. 

Salm,  however,  either  efcaped  the  inquifitorial  eye 
of  the  commiffioner,  or  was  protedted  by  his  corps, 
for  this  fometimes  occurred,  as  in  the  cafe  of  the 
Carabineers,  who  perfifted  in  difobeying  this  arreth 
and  a&ually  retained  d'Anglard,  their  colonel,  an 
officer  of  diftinguifhed  merit. 

At  the  fiege  of  Grave,  and  the  attack  on  the  Ifle 
of  Bommel,  we  find  Salm  at  the  head  of  a  divifion, 
and  he  is  now  a  general  officer,  having  diftinguifhed 
himfelf,  like  feveral  others  of  the  nobles,  permitted 
to  remain  with  the  army,  by  his  extraordinary  cou- 
rage, and  his  implicit  devotion  to  the  interefts  of 
the  common  wealth. 

VALETEAU, 

Has  lately  rifen  from  being  chief  of  brigade,  to  be 
a  general  officer.  He  is  a  ftri£t  difciplinarian,  a  cir- 
cumftancc    which  gave  great  offence  to  the  new 
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levies  that  were  fent  to  the  northern  army,  and  pro- 
duced his  difmiffion. 

In  January  1794.,  a  gendarme  left  his  cantone- 
ment,  in  order  to  attend  one  of  the  political  clubs  in 
his  neighbourhood,  Valeteau,  who  detefted  thofb 
affemblies,  inftantly  confined  him  in  the  guard-houfe. 
The  foldier,  however,  who  happened  to  be  a  great 
orator,  inftantly  denounced  him,  and  having  learned 
that  he  had  been,  what  he  termed  "  garde  du 
tyran,"  one  of  the  king's  body-guard,  the  mother- 
fociety  of  the  jacobins,  anxious  to  purge  the  army  of 
all  the  open,  or  difguifed  royalifts  ;  at  length  inter* 
meddled  in  the  affair. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  gendarme  applied  to  general 
Souh'am,  who  artfully  fleered  clear  of  the  contention, 
but  the  affiliated  club  at  Lifle,  having  inftigated  that 
at  Paris,  to  employ  its  influence,  Valeteau  was  ca- 
ih iered,  and  ruffe;  ed  all  the  rigours  of  the  decree  of 
the  17th  September.  Luckily,  however,  for  him, 
Pichegru  arrived  at  head-quarters,  and  knowing 
that  without  difcipline  the  army  would  be  diforga- 
nized,  and  France  difmembered,  he  procured  the 
reftoration  of  Valeteau,  to  his  former  rank,  and  he 
has  fince  merited  this  attention,  by  his  zeal,  intrepi- 
dity, and  patriotifm. 

GENERAL    SOUHAM, 

Is  of  a  gigantic  ftature,  being  fix  feet  two  inches, 
French  meafure,  in  height,  and  ftrong  in  proportion. 
He  was  born  in  1761,  in  the  department  of  Coreze, 
and  being  uncommonly  brave,  is  much  efteemed  by 
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the  army.  It  has  always  been  the  praflice  of  the 
commander  in  chief  to  place  him  in  the  front  of 
danger.  He  has  therefore  often  led  the  vanguard, 
and,  what  is  very  remarkable,  has  never  been  beaten* 
The  advantages  gained  at  Moefcroen  Hooglede  and 
Pufflech,  were  obtained  principally  by  his  divifion. 
He  has  lately  been  appointed  general  of  the  interiour 
by  the  Directory. 

FORSTER. 

This  is  one  of  the  German  patriots  who  renewed 
and  inculcated  thofe  principles  on  the  banks  of  the 
Rhine,  which  the  inhabitants  of  the  Elbe  and  the 
Wefer  had  formerly  diffufed  over  all  the  North  of 
Europe. 

The  fon  of  a  proteftant  minifter  at  Dantzick,  he 
was  fent  to  England  at.  twelve  years  of  age;  at  nine- 
teen, he  embarked  with  Cook,  then  undertaking  his 
fecond  voyage,  and  after  circumnavigating  the  globe 
along  with  that  celebrated  commander,  returned  to 
his  native  country  with  much  acquired  knowledge, 
little  money,  and  fuch  a  degree  of  the  fea  fcurvy,  as 
finally  fboftened  his  life. 

Patronifed  by  Buffon,  and  the  other  French  na- 
turalifts,  he  entertained  an  eager  defire  to  fettle  in 
France.  A  profeflbr's  chair,  however,  being  vacant 
in  the  univerfity  of  Caflel,  he  accepted  of  and 
filled  it  for  fometime;  but  he  foon  became  difgufted 
with  the  manners  of  the  Heflians,  and  being  an  ido- 
later of  -liberty,  could  not  bear  to  behold  the  fplen- 
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dour  of  a  petty  court,  fupported  by  the  traffick  of 
human  bodies. 

The  univerfity  of  Wilna  then  received  him  within 
its  walls,  in  the  chara&er  of  profefTor  of  natural 
hiftory;  but  here  again  all  his  feelings  were  fhockedj 
for  he  witneffed  the  partition  of  Poland,  and  faw  the 
fmall  portion  of  liberty  in  that  country,  which  by  the 
bye  was  poffefifed  exclufively  by  the  nobles  and  the 
cities,  fwallowed  up  by  the  devouring  ambition  of 
three  neighbouring  defpotick  monarchs.  Science 
and  the  Mufes  were  of  courfe  banifhed  from  Wilna, 
and  Forfter  was  once  more  caft  on  the  wide  world, 
when  an  invitation  from  Catharine  II.  to  affift  in  a 
new  voyage  of  difcovery,  once  more  railed  his  ex- 
pectations; but  they  were  fuddenly  blafted;  for  the 
war  with  the  Turks,  which  foon  after  broke  forth, 
occupied  all  the  attention,  and  abibrbed  all  the  pecu- 
niary refources  of  that  ambitious  Princefs. 

His  expectations  from  that  quarter  being  now 
completely  blafted,  he  travelled  through  Germany, 
and  found  the  inhabitants  u  in  a  middle  ftate  between 
the  French  and  the  Turks." 

At  St.  Frond,  where  the  people  were  in  a  ftate  of 
infurredion  againft  the  Emperor  Jofeph,  he  aiTumed 
the  fyrnbol  of  Belgick  liberty,  confiiting  of  a  cockade 
of  black,  yellow,  and  red  ribbands.  On  his  arrival  at 
Bruffels,  he  perceived  the  inhabitants  funk  into  in- 
fanity  and  depreffion,  under  the  leaden  yoke.of  a  fa- 
natical clergy.  After  an  ab fence  of  fome  years,  he 
difcovered  that  a  great  change,  and  that  not  for  the 
better,  had  taken  place  in  the  manners  and  opinions 
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of  the  Englifli.  He  beheld  in  private  life  that 
wealth  alone  was  eftimable,  and  that  riches,  even 
when  unaccompanied  by  virtue,  gave  a  title  to  re- 
fpe£t.  He  alfo  criticifed  the  government  itfelf;  with 
confiderable  afperity,  and  he  lays  it  down  as  an  ax- 
iom "  that  in  any  country,  where  the  people  are  not 
truly  reprefented,  whatever  may  be  the  aflertions  or 
the  clamours  of  the  ariftocracy,  there  can  exift  no 
legitimate  authority. 

Soon  after  this  we  find  him  a  member  of  the  uni- 
verfity  of  Mayence,  and  that  too  at  a  time  when  the 
French  revolution  had  electrified  his  head,  and  that 
df  almoft  every  good  man  throughout  Europe.  He 
inftantly  united  with  his  'fellow-citizens  in  the  for- 
mation  of  a  national  convention  5  was  die  firft  to 
conceive  thq  idea  of  a  republick  on  the  banks  of  the 
Rhine,  and  was  fent  as  a  deputy  to  Paris,  to  pro- 
cure the  countenance  and  protection  of  the  French 
nation. 

The  re -capture  of  Mayence  by  the  Pruffians  once 
more  dafhed  the  cup  of  enjoyment  from  his  life,  and 
this  angular  and  unfe tried  man,  unfortunate  in  all 
his  plans  of  happiriefc,  whether  publick  or  private*, 


*  He  was  married  103  woman  of  great  Angularity  and  forne  ta- 
lents, whofe  maiden  name  was  Therefa  Keyne.  Being  of  a  fantas- 
tical difpofition,  (he  ieil  in  love  with  another  man,  and  no  fooner 
did  the  generous  Forfter  perceive  this,  than  he  fued  for  a  divorce  in 
crder  to  enable  her  to  be  united  with  the  perfon  to  whom  flie  wa$ 
attached.  He  himielfj,  in  the  mean  time,  was  preparing  to  re- 
move to  another  hemifphtre,  led  his  pre  fence  fhculd  occafion  any 
uneafmefs ! 

was 


FORSTER.  121 

was  a&ually  ftudying  the  Oriental  languages,  in 
order  %o  enable  him  to  travel  through  Thibet  and 
Hindoltan,  when  he  was  fnatched  away  in  the  39th 
year  of  his  age,  having  died  at  Paris,  on  the  13th  of 
February,  1792. 

Had  he  lived,  become  fteady,  and  chofen  France 
as  the  place  of  his  refidence,  it  is  probable  that  For- 
iter  would  have  occupied  fome  diftinguifhed  fituation 
under  the  Republick. 

The  works  of  Forfter  confift — 1.  Of  a  Traft  oa 
the  Conftitution  and  Government  of  England. 

2.  A  Journal  of  Cook's  Second  Voyage  around 
the  Globe,  in  Englifh  and  German. 

3.  A  Philofophical  and  Pi£hirefque  Journey  along 
the  Banks  of  the  Rhine,  2  vols.  8vo.     And, 

4.  A  Journey  through  England  in  1790,  ferving 
as  an  appendix  to  the  former  :  both  in  German. 

His  MSS.  concerning  natural  hiftory  werfc  feized 
by  the  Pruffians  on  the  capture  of  Mayence. 

MIRABEAU. 

BY    AN    INTIMATE    ACQUAINTANCE. 

The  name  and  family  of  Mirabeau  have  been  iUuf- 
trious  both  in  arms  and  letters.  Born  with  an  ath- 
letetick  conftitution,  he  alfo  received  ftrong  pailions 
ftom  nature;  the  paflions  were  in  fome  meafurethe 
inheritance  and  diftin&ive  chara&criftick  of  hishoufe. 
Education,  by  a  proper  direction  of  them,  might  have 
made  a  great  man  of  him  y  conftraint,  on  the  other 
hand,  by  restraining  their  flight,  and  repreffing  their 
developement,  could  not  prevent  him  from  becoming 

M  .  a  /*- 
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a  famous  oner  he  had  a  mixture  of  both  in  his  com- 
pofition. 

He  was  indebted  for  his  genius  and  his  faults  to 
his  rriisfortunes.  The  Hercules  of  the  revolution 
had  his  Euriftheus:  the  thorns  that  oppofed  his  ca*  ! 
reer  were  ftrewed  by  the  jealous  mediocrity  of his 
father,  who  to  the  pride  of  an  author  joined  the 
harfhnefs  of  the  head  of  a  fcSt. 

The  firft  years  of  Mirabeau's  youth  were  fpent 
under  the  direction  of  an  able  preceptor  called  Poif- 
fbn;  and  his  fon,  at  prefent  known  by  the  name  of 
Lachabeauilrere,  who  has  diftinguifhed  himfelf  by 
fome  theatrical  pieces,  received  his  inftru&ion  at  the  | 
fame  time,  and  partook  of  the  fame  leflbns :  he  has 
fince  claimed  a  tranflation  of  Tibullus,  attributed  to 

Mirabeau. 

Mirabeau  .pnaftifed  with  facility  and  delight  the  i 

various  exercifes  for  ftrengthening  and  improving 
the  body;  his  phyfical  was  more  regular  than  his 
moral  education. 

At  the  age  of  fourteen,  he  left  his  tutor,  from 
whom  he  had  imbibed  a  knowledge  of  the  clafficks,  j 
,and  a  fervent  defire  for. further  inftrufition.  Sent  af- 
terwards to  a  boarding-fchool,  he  ftadied  mathem.a-* 
ticks  during  two  years,  and  cultivated  with  fuccefs 
the  agreeable  arts  of  mufick  and  drawing. 

Young,  but  tormented  with  the  defire  of  obtaining 
celebrity,  he  pubJi&ed  an  eloge  on  the  great  Conde, 
and  fome  pieces  of  poetry.  But  he  wanted  a  guidp 
to  duett  his  £rft  flight,  to  regulate  his  tafte,  ;and -to 
rein  in  the  wanderings  of  an  ardent  genius.     Locke 

became 
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became  that  guide.  Mirabeau  has  often  confefled 
that  he  was  indebted  for  his  progrefs,  to  the  writings 
of  this  author.  It  was  in  them  he  found  that  lumi- 
nous, forcible,  irrefiftible  logick,  with  which  his 
works  abound,  and  without  which  there  cannot  be 
any  real  eloquence. 

An  order  from  his  father,  and  the  force  of  cuftom, 
made  him  embrace  the  military  profeffion.  From  a 
fchool,  he  repaired  to  a  garrifon.  It  was  beyond  a 
doubt  at  this  feminary  of  the  young  nobility,  that  an 
excellent  difpofition  v/as  perverted,  and  the  prefage 
of  talents,  ftifled  by  vices,  which  it  was  the  cuftom 
to  applaud  and  honour.  It  was  there  that  youth  was 
fafhioned  to  the  infolence  of  tyianny,  and  the  mean- 
nefs  of  flavery.  His  fenfibility  at  length  awoke : 
love  converted  him  into  a  new  being,  and  his  firft 
paffion,  announced  by  ftormy  fymptorns,  wras  marked 
with  all  the  peculiarities  of  his  character. 

The  father  of  Mirabeau  was  alarmed:  this 
hufband,  who  fquandered  away  his  fortune  in  a  fcan- 
dalous  manner  among  miftrefles,  became  the  in- 
flexible tyrant  of  the  tender  paffion  of  his  fon,  whom 
he  caufed  to  be  (hut  up  in  the  fort  of  the  ifle  of  Rhe  j 
he  was  actually  on  the  point  of  forcing  him  to  em- 
bark for  the  Dutch  colonies,  a  fate  referved  for  the 
vilefr,  of  the  Europeans,  of  whom  they' are  at  once 
the   receptacle  and  the  he 

Marquis  de  Mirabeau,  however,  prevc 
executing^  bafe  an  afiaffinat ion.     It  was  u. 
abufe  of  authority  that  fixed  the  ideas  of  his  fbrr,  re- 
lpeding  defpotifm ;  and  it  may  be  here  neceflary  to 
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obferve,  that  the  wanderings  of  an  impetuous  ge- 
nius fpring  out  of  the  means  employed  to  reprefs 
them ;  conftraint  adds  to  the  energy  of  great  charac- 
ters, and  an  iron  fceptre  calls  forth  all  the  powers  of 
a  ftrong  mind  into  inftant  rebellion. 

On  his  liberation  from  prifon,  Mirabeau  obtained 
the  favour  of  being  fent  to  Corfica  in  quality  of  a 
volunteer  in  a  regiment  of  cavalry.  There  he  dif- 
tinguifhed  himfelf,  acquired  the  efteem  of  feveral  of 
his  fuperiour  officers,  and  procured  the  brevet  of 
captain  of  dragoons  at  the  end  of  the  campaign.  He 
wiflied  to  obtain  a  company;  and  the  refufal  of  his 
father  to  this  propofition  made  him  relinquifh  the 
profellion  of  arms,  a  profeffion  to  which  he  was 
greatly  attached,  and  for  which,  in  his  own  opinion, 
he  was  admirably  adapted,  "  there  not  being  a  fingle 
book  on  the  art  of  war,  in  any  language,  dead  or  liv- 
ing, which  he  had  not  read*." 

During  the  war  in  Corfica,  Mirabeau  began  to 
canvas  the  principles  on  which  it  had  been  under- 
taken ;  this  inquiry  induced  him  to  blufh  at  his  own 
f&ccefs,  and-he  accordingly  feemed  defirous  to  make 
an  expiation  by  animadverting  on  the  excefles  of  the 
Genoefe  ariftocracy,  in  a  memoir  transmitted  to,  and 
deftroyed  by  his  father. 

Soon  after  this,  the  patriarch  of  the  Economics 
propofed  a  courfe  of  agriculture  to  the  young  war- 
riour.  Mirabeau  accordingly  exchanged  the  fword 
for  the  plough,  and  employed  himfelf,  out  of  mere 


*  Lettre  a  Sophie* 

com- 
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complaifance,  in  rural  experiments.  To  the  difguft 
attendant  on  this,  was  added  that  of  a  law-fuit. 
Thefe  proving  a  load  too  hard  to  be  borne,  he 
quitted  the  Limoufin,  and  repaired  to  Provence, 

The  -fir.ft  fymptoms  of  a  refiftance  on  the  part  of 
the  parliament  to  the  commands  of  abfolute  power, 
.began  now  to  manifeft  themfelves. 

The  *  friend  of  man  becomes  the  friend  of  autho- 
rity ;  his  fon,  on  the  contrary^  was  one  of  the  moft 
formidable  adverfaries  of  the  court  party  and  the 
•new  magiftrates. 

In  June,  1772,  he  received  at  Aix  the  hand  of 
Mademoifelle  de  Marignane,  a  lady,  young,  amiable, 
of  an  illuftrious  family:  on  this  occafion  he  was  pre- 
ferred to  five  different  rivals,  after  kven  months 
affiduous  hommage. 

Six  thoufand  livres  a  year  in  eftate,  burdened  with  , 
a  jointure  to  his  mother-in-law,  feveral  entails,  the 
profpe<£t  of  a  confiderable  inheritance,  and  160,000 
livres  of  debts,  compofed  the  fortune  of  Mirabeau  at 
this  period.  Certain  family  arrangements  might  have 
.eafily  extinguifhed,  or  at  leaft  diminifhed  his  incum- 
brances; but  they  became  the  germ  of  all  the  mis-  , 
fortunes  of  his  fature  life.  Harfli,  captious,  inflex- 
ible, violent — his  father,  taking  advantage  of  this 
circumftance,  procured  an  interdict  at  the  Chatelet 
•of  Paris,  and  obtained  leave  to  fix  his  refidence  firft 
at  the  caftle  of  Mirabeau,  and  afterwards .  in  the 
town  of  Manofque 

*  Mirabeau,  the  father,  publifhed  a  treatife  of  fome  celebrity, 
entitled  VAmi  des  Hommes. 

M  3  His 
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His  wife  accompanied  him  thither,  and  they  lived 
in  the  greateft  happinefs  together,  until  the  month 
of  May  1774,  when  Mirabeau  intercepted  a  fecret 
and  criminal  correfpondence  ;  it  did  not  become 
him  to  be  fevere ;  he  therefore  brought  back  his 
wife  to  her  duty,  and  pardoned  her. 

He  now  forgot  his  exile,  and  repaired  to  Grafle. 
An  unexpe&ed  difpute  divulged  his  difobedience.  A 
certain  baron  de  Villeneuve  Mohans  infulted  Ma- 
dame de  Cabris,  the  fifter  of  Mirabeau.  The  latter 
challenges  him.  The  baron  refufing  to  fight,  re- 
ceives the  chaftifement  ufually  infli&ed  on  cowards, 
and  avenges  himfelf  after  the  manner  of  M.  de  Pour- 
ceaugnac.  He  accordingly  brings  an  a&ion  and  ob- 
tains from  a  fubaltern  tribunal,  and  an  inferiour  judge, 
who  proved  to  be  his  own  vaflal,  a  decree  for  arreft- 
ing  Mirabeau,  The  noife  occafioned  by  thefe  pro- 
ceedings, having  difcovered  the  infra&ion  of  the 
.orders  enjoining  his  exile,  a  new  lettre  de  cachet 
was  invoked,  and  Mirabeau  was  fhut  up  in  the  caf- 
tle  of  If,  on  the  23d  of  December  1774.  M. 
d'Allegre,  the  governor,  teftified  his  good  behaviour, 
and  demanded  his  liberty :  a  young  and  handfome 
woman,  who  was  cruelly  beaten  by  a  brutal  fellow 
of  a  jailor  her  hufband,  contributed  to  cheer  the 
the  gloom  of  a  prifoner,  twenty-four  years  old,  and 
at  laft  abfconded  with  him.  This  chcumftance  ag- 
gravated the  bondage  of  Mirabeau, 

As  he  was  reproached  with  idlenefs,  he  replied  to 
this  charge  by  publiihing  his  firft  work,  which  was 

begun  when  he  was  only  twenty-one  years  old- 

the 
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the  EJfay  on  Defpotifm.     This  epigrammatick  an- 
fwer,  irritated  his  father  :  the  narrow  and  cowardly 

ideas  of  a  courtier  were  offended A  young 

man  to  accufe  his  majiersy  and  that  too  from  a  dun- 
geon ! 

Yielding  at  length  to  powerful  felicitations, 
his  father  confented  to  his  removal  from  the  caftle 
of  If,  to  Joux,  near  Pontarlier,  in  April  1775.  It 
was  there  he  firft  faw  his  Sophia.  Madame  de  Mi- 
rabeau was  at  a  diftance — (he  had  even  rerufed  to 
vifit  him  during  his  bondage.  Madame  Lemounier 
married  to  a  phantom  of  a  hufband  feventy-nine 
years  old,  being  on  the  other  hand,  both  tender  and 
affe&ionate,  fupplied  her  place,  and  his  paffion  for 
her  foon  became  violent  in  the  extreme. 

St.  Maurice  the  commandant  of  the  fort,  unfor- 
tunately proved  his  rival,  and  as  both  he  and  his 
father  feemed  to  purfue  him  with  the  moft  impla- 
cable revenge,  he  determined  to  efcape  ©ut  of  their 
clutches.  He  accordingly  retreated  to  the  capital 
of  Burgundy,  whither  his  miftrefs  alfo  had  retired, 
but  being  denounced  by  her  mother,  he  was  feized 
and  ftiut  up  in  the  caftle  of  Dijon. 

In  the  mean  time  the  commiffioners  nominated 
by  M.  de  Malefherbes,  in  order  to  examine  into  the 
difputes  between  the  father  and  fon,  inclined  to  the 
liberation  of  the  latter,  on  which  the  inflexible  pa- 
rent furprifed  a  new  lettre  de  cachet^  which  con- 
demned Mirabeau  to  forget  his  lo^e  in  the  caftle  of 
Dourlens.  M.  de  Malefherbes,  on  quitting  jthe  mi- 
niftry,  caufed  it  to  be  intimated  to  Mirabeau,  that 
the  laft  fervice  he  could  render  him,  was  to  #dvife 

him 
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him  to  fly  into   fome  foreign  country.     He  accord- 
ingly followed  his  counfel, 

While  abroad  he  received  a  letter  frpm  Sophia, 
"who  had  been  threatened  with  being  fhut  up  in  a 
convent,  ftating  that  M.  Lemounier  had  folicited  a 
lettre  de  cachet ;  it  ended  with  thefe  words  : cc  either 
flight  or  death  !"  Could  he  abandon  a  woman  ren- 
dered mi'ferable  by  and  for  him  ?  A  fugitive  himfeif, 
"could  he  prohibit  her  from  flight  ?  P.  Manuel,  has 
well  obferved,  on  this  occafion,  that  marriage  ought 
to  ceafe  to  be  a  duty,  the  moment  that  divorce  is  not 
corifidered  as  a  right.  This  fentimerit  includes  the 
juftincation  of  Sophia  ;  that  of  Mirabeau,  exifted  in 
his  afre&ion. 

The  infenfed  and  injured  hulband  immediately  ap- 
plied to  the  lawyers,  and  an  inferior  tribunal,  confi- 
dering  this  in  the  fame  light  as  a  rape,  pafFed  fentence 
cf  death  on  the  offender,  who  Was  accordingly  de- 
capitated in  effigy  ! 

This  infamous  judgment  was,  however,  in  the  end 
annulled,  and  the  accufer  would  have  been  mul&ed 
in  large  damages,  had  not  his  adverfary  generoufly 
forgiven  him,  on  condition,  that  he  would  no  longer 
trouble  the  repofe  of  a  wife  who  abhorred  him  ! 

In  the  mean  time,  Mirabeau  concealed  himfelf  in 
Holland,  where  he  pafled  under  the  name  of  Saint 
Mathieu  ;  he  lived  in  great  obfcurity,  fpending  all 
his  time  with  his  Sophia,  his  books,  and  a  few  learn- 
ed men.  During  part  of  the  years  1776  and  1777, 
his  fubfiftence,  and  that  of  his  female  friend,  depend- 
ed folely  on  his  literary  labourSi  The  bookfeller 
3  Changu- 


MIRAB£AU.  129 

Changuyon,  gave  him  plenty  of  employment.  The 
indefatigable  count,  found  no  art  or  fcience  a  ftranger 
to  him ;  his  largeft  work  at  this  peripd,  was  the 
trau  flation  of  a  Hiftory  of  England. 

He  had  at  firft  formed  the  defign  of  repairing  to 
America  ;  and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  he  did  not 
execute  this  projeft,  which  would  have  accomplifhed 
part  of  his  political  deftiny.  He  was,  however,  very 
well  pleafed  with  his  prefent  obfcure,  but  tranquil 
fituation,  and  he  gives  an  enchanting  defcription  of  it 
in  his  letters,  where  he  often  laments  that  happy 
mediocrity,  for  which  he  was  not  formed  by  nature. 
It  was  from  his  afylum  in  Holland,  that  he  fent  abroad 
his  memorials  againft  his  father ;  an  inexpiable  er- 
rour,  which  he  acknowledged,  by  the  difavowal  of 
them,  and  effaced  with  his  tears  ! 

The  patriarch  of  the  economijls  ftill  panted  after 
revenge,  and  had  unfortunately  fufficient  intereft  to 
caufe  the  rights  of  nations  to  be  violated,  in  order  to 
punifh  his  eldeft  fon.  Accordingly,  an  exempt  of 
the  police^  provided  with  a  lettre  de  cachet^  figned 
Amelot  and  Vergennes,  went  to  fearch  for  his  prey, 
in  the  bofom  of  a  free  country.  Mirabeau  receives 
intimation  of  his  intentions,  and  prepares  to  fly;  but 
it  is  neceflary  to  provide  alfo  for  the  fafety  of  his 
Sophia.  A  few  moments  loft  on  this  occafion,  be* 
reaved  them  both  of  liberty,  for  they  were  arrett- 
ed on  the  17th  of  May,  at  the  houfe  of  Lequefne 
in  the  Claveftand.  This  violation  of  national  in- 
dependence, was  tolerated  by  a  people  who,  on  a 
fimilar  occafion,  qut  off  the   head   of  one  of  the 

emiflaries 
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*  emiffahes  of  Louis  XIV.  but  the  Batavian  na- 
tion was  at  this  moment  fubje&ed  to  the  yoke  of  a 
ftadtholcter. 

On  their  arrival  at  Paris,  the  dungeon  of  Vin- 
cennes  received  Mirabeau  ;  Sophia  who  was  with 
child,  was  confined  under  the  fuperintendence  of  the 
police,  a  ad  was  delivered  of  a  daughter,  after  which 
fte  was  removed  to  the  convent  of  'Sainte  Claire,  at 
<rfefi,  on  the  18th  of  June,  1778.  To  this  deten- 
tion, which  lafted  nearly  three  years,  we  are  indebt- 
ed for  the  celebrated  book,  entitled,  "  Lettres  a 
'Sophie,"  a  work  of  the  paffions,  compofed  in  fcli- 
tude,  and  breathing  fenfibility,  delirium,  and  affec- 
tion. 

Obliged  at  this  period,  to  enter  the  Ms  once  more 
with  the  marquis,  he  difplayed  wonderful  addrefs  in 
Supporting  the  rights,  without  wounding  the  duties 
of  a  fon.  His  memoir  on  this  occafion,  is  a  master- 
piece of  reafon,  art,  eloquence,  and  logick.  No  one 
can  behold  fo  much  genius  enchained  within  the 
"walls  of  a  dungeon*  without  exclaiming  with  Sophia : 
"  You  have  proved  to  domonftration,  that  you 
ought  to  renounce  the  idea  of  becoming  a  great  man 
in  your  native  country." 

While  deprived  of  every  comfort,  and  overwhelm- 
ed with  bodily  calamities,  Mirabeau  compofed  his 
Erotica  Biblion,  a  work,  keen,  poignant,  and   origi- 


*  Captain  Gautier  who  was  employed  to  feize  a  Calvinift  of 'the 
name  of  Huguetan-  He  was  arretted  at  the  laft  barrier,  and  order- 
ed tv  \x  put  to  death  by  the  magiftrates.. 
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nal :  the  commentaries  of  Dom  Calmet,  on  the  Bible, 
furnifted  him  with  the  materials.  About  the  fame 
time  he  drew  up  for  his  Sophia,  a  grammar,  and  a 
little  treatife  on  mythology ;  he  alib  tranflated 
Joannes  Secundus,  and  marked  out  the  boundaries  of 
arbitrary  power,  in  his  vigorous  and  mafculine  work 
en  Lettres  de  Cachet. 

At  length  a  period  feemed  to  be  put  to  his  literary 
purfiiits — he  is  refufed  paper !  He  found  means  how- 
ever, to  fupply  this  want,  by  tearing  off  the  fir  ft  and 
laft  leaves  of  the  books,  he  was  ftilj  permitted  to 
have  accefs  to.  His  writings  at  the  fame  time,  at 
leaft  thofe  we  have  feen,  affumed  a  clofer  and  fiercer 
ftyle.  He  concealed  the  leaves  on  which  he  wrote, 
in  the  folds  of  his  clothes,  and  actually  left  his  pri- 
ion,  with-  the  manufcript  of  his  Lettres  de  Cachet^ 
fewed  up  in  this  manner  ! 

His  long  and  expiatory  captivity  had  now  blunt* 
cd  the  fury  of  perfecution,  for  the  agents  of  autho- 
rity began  to  blufh  at  becoming  the  inftruments  of 
vengeance  to  a  father,  whofe  own  conduit  gave  oc- 
cafion  to  the  fevereit  reproaches,  he  himfelf  being  the 
flave  of  Madame  de  Pailly,  his  miftrefs,  who  tyran- 
iiifed  oyer  his  domeilicks^  and  exijed  his  family. 

The  bondage  of  Mirabeau,  was  at  length  difiblved 
on  the  17th  of  December  1780,  and  it  appears,  that 
he  became  reconciled  to  his  father,  for  at  this 
epoch,  he  fpent  fixteen  months  along  with  him.  In- 
deed, he  only  quitted  the  paternal  manfion,  in  order 
to  procure  a  revocation  of  the  fentence  pronounced 
at Pontarlier,  which  was  finally  accomplilhed  on  the 

14th 
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14th  of  Auguft  1782.     Sophia  at  the  fame  time, 
recovered  her  marriage  portion  and  her  liberty. 

After  this,  Mirabeau  returned  to  Provence, 
whence  he  wrote  the  following  billet  td  his  wife : 
dated,  November  6, 1782 : 

a  Eight  years  are  added  to  my  life  fince  we  have 
lived  feparate  from  each  other ;  it  will  be  with  great 
difficulty  I  (hall  be  brought  to  believe,  that  thefe 
eight  years  devoted  to  misfortune,  a  title  always  fa- 
cred  with  a.  good  heart,  can  have  entirely  banifhed 
me  from  yours." 

Prayers,  eloquence,  addrefs,  and  the  mediation  of 
common  friends,  having  proved  ineffe&ual,  owing  to 
the  obftinacy  of  her  relations  ;  Mirabeau  applied  in 
his  turn  to  the  laws,  and  a  proCefs  fcandalous  to  all 
parties  took  place.  His  advocate  happened  to  be 
Duport  Dutertre ;  that  of  Madame  Mirabeau  was 
Delacroix,  fince  profeffor  of  public  law  at  the 
Lyceum,  and  author  of  a  work  in  five  vols.  8vo. 
entitled,  "  Conjtitntions  des  principaux  Etats  de 
V  Europe^  &  des  EtatSi — Unis  d'jimerique" 

After  ldfing  this  fuit,  Mirabeau  fet  out  for  London, 
and  it  is  evident  from  his  letters,  that  two  or  three 
good  inftitutions  excepted,  he  did  not  think  very 
favourably  of  England.  It  was  at  this  period,  he 
became  a  man  of  letters,  and  a  publicift  by  profef- 
fion  as  well  as  by  genius.  He,  indeed,  had  no  lon- 
ger any  other  profeffion ;  but  is  not  this  the  firft  of 
all  ?  The  hiftory  of  his  works  and  his  life,  is  hence- 
forth the  fame. 

America 
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America  having  obtained  its  liberty,  the  generals 
and  officers  of  the  conquering  army,  meditated  the 
recompofition  of  a  military  and  hereditary  ariftocracy, 
under  the  title  of  7%e  Order  of  Cincinnatus.  A  citi- 
zen of  South  Carolina,  pointed  out  the  danger  of  this 
new  corporation  in  1783.  It  was  on  the  plan  of 
that  pamphlet,  which  was  but  little  known,  that 
Mirabeau,  in  the  courfe  of  the  next  year,  publifhed  a 
work  in  London,  entitled,  Conf derations  fur  I'ordre 
de  Cincinnatus^  in  which,  treating  the  fubje£t  as  a 
politician  and  a  legislator,  he  fixed  the  opinion  of 
mankind  on  this  dangerous  innovation,  and  contri- 
buted to  fave  America  from  the  chains  which  had 
been  forged  for  her. 

An  ambitious  innovator,  tormented  with  the  ma- 
nia of  conquefts  abroad,  and  reforms  at  home,  Jofeph 
II.  in  league  with  Ruffia,  and  participating  in  her 
dreams  of  maritime  commerce,  pretended  to  revive 
the  navigation  of  the  Scheldt,  to  ftiake  Oftend 
flourifhing,  and  Amfterdam  a  defert.  Mirabeau 
oppofed  thefe  projeSs  with  his  "  Doutes  fur  la 
Liberte  de  V Efcaut V  This  fame  prince  who  pre- 
tended to  enfranchife  the  Scheldt,  wiflied  to  tie  down 
his  own  Fubje&s  to  the  foil — fubjetts  who  on  all 
fides,  fled  from  his  political  experiments.  Mirabeau 
once  more  obliged  him  to  liften  to  truth,  and  re- 
vealed to  him,  that  the  only  tie  of  nations  was  the 
greateft  pofSble  fum  of  happinefs. 

After  having  (hewn  himfelf  to  be  a  politician,  he 
appeared  in  the  chara&er  of  a  ftatefman.  His  writ- 
ings on  the  "  Caiffe  d'Efccmptey"  the  "  Banque  de  St. 

N  Charles,'' 
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Charles"  "  Aft'tom  des  eaux"  on  all  the  branches 
of  publick  credit,  and  all  the  fources  of  ftock-jobbing 
fucceeded  each  other,  like  fo  many  rays  of  light.  On 
thefe  occafions,  to  the  method  of  Smithy  he  joined 
the  eloquence  of  Demofthenes. 

The  helm  of  the  finances  was  at  this  moment  di- 
redted  by  Cajonne,  a  minifter  who  poffeffed  great 
talents  yvithout  a  Tingle  grain  of  publick  virtue. 
Calonne  did  juftice  to  the  genius  of  Mirabeau,  but 
he  dreaded  his  fuccefs ;  it  was  on  this  account  that 
he  caufed  him  to  be  fent  into  exile  in  Pruffia,  by 
means  of  an  obfeure  miffion,  which  furrounded  him 
with  danger,  without  the  poffibility  of  glory.  It 
was  there,  that  Mirabeau  prepared  his  ufeful  and 
learned  work,  "  De  la  Monanbie  PruJJienne  ;"  it 
was  there  he  colle&ed  the  details  of  that  internal 
mifery,  on  which  a  dazzling  grandeur  was  founded  ; 
it  was  there  he  difcovered  thofe  rude  but  feeble  cords 
employed  in  moving  the  decorations  that  furprife 
and  aftonifh  mankind. 

The  genius  of  the  great  Frederick  appreciated 
that  of  Mirabeau,  William  replaced,  or  rather  fuc- 
ceeded Frederick,  and  foon  after  his  elevation,  fent 
an  order  to  Mirabeau,  to  depart  immediately  from  his 
dominions. 

The  latter  having  with  great  difficulty  procured 
Sufficient  money  for  his  journey,  leaves  the  capital 
of  Pruffia,  and  flopping  at  Narcy  to  fee  the  repre- 
fentation  of  Didq,  becomes  enamoured  with  the 
a&refs,  lofes  a  night,  and  his  purfe  at  her  lodgings; 
borrows  that  of  his  fecretary  ;  nearly  empties  it ;  a 

wheel 
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wheel  breaks  at  Bourget;  on  this  he  leaves  his 
fecretary,  his  carriage,  and  his  papers  behind  him, 
and  enters  Paris  on  foot,  and  without  a  fingle  fou. 

On  his  arrival  in  France,  he  inftantly  perceived 
*he  ftorm  that  was  approaching.  His  firft  work 
after  his  return  was  a  continuation  of  his  Denoncia- 
tion  de  I* Agiotage.  In  attacking  this  privileged 
fcourge,  he  appeared  like  Hercules  ftifling  Cacus  \ 
the  return  he  received  from  government,  was  a  lettre 
de  cachet^  which  he  found  means  to  avoid  :  his  def- 
tiny  now  commenced,  and  tyranny  trembled. 

After  attacking  the  reputation  of  Necker,  and  be- 
holding liberty  germinating  in  France,  and  expiring 
in  Holland,  he  publifhed  his  a  Avis  aux  Eataves" 
His  work  entitled  "  PHiJtGire  fecrette  de  la  coiir  de 
Berlin"  produced  new  reputation  and  new  perfect- 
tions. 

The  drama  of  the  States-General  was  now  about  to 
be  performed,  and  Mirabeau  fet  out  for  Provence  ; 
excluded  from  the  choice  of  the  nobles  by  the 
pofleilbrs  of  the  large  fiefs,  he  elevated  the  ftand?.rd 
of  the  Communes^  and  appeared  like  a  fccond  Marius. 
No  fooner  was  he  returned  a  member,  than  he  be- 
came, as  it  were,  the  Jupiter  Olympus  of  the  aflem- 
'  bly,  chaining  up  or  unloofing  the  ftorm  at  his  plea- 
sure, 

The  remainder  of  his  life  is  known  to  all  the 
world — it  is  engrafted  in  our  hiftory.  He  died  of 
poifon,  this  is  at  leaft  the  general  opinion,  and  even 
that  of  many  officers  of  health.  His  end  was  great ; 
his  laft  moments  were  fublime,  he  feemed  to  fport 

N.  x      -  with 
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with  his  own  immortality,  and  in  the  language  of 
Lucan : 

M  Seque  probat  Moriens." 
M.    DUPONT    DE    NEMOURS, 

Like  a  multitude  of  others,  was  one  of  the  Of- 
ferers by,  and  had  nearly  been  one  of  the  vi&ims  of 
Robefpierre's  tyranny.  A  mandat  cVarret  was 
ifliied  againft  him,  and  his  liberty  was  partly  owing 
to  the  belief,  that  he  had  not  efcaped  the  general 
fearch,  but  was  either  irnprifoned  at  La  Force,  or  had 
been  executed  after  a  mock  trial* 

At  this  critical  period,  he  compofed  his  w  Oro- 
mafis"  a  poem  ivithout  rhime,  in  which  he  exhibits 
a  conteft  between  a  good  and  bad  fpirir,  (Qromafis 
and  jlrimancs),  and  gives  the  preponderance  to  the 
former.  The  man  over  whefe  head,  death  appeared 
to  be  fufpended  by  a  fingle  hair,  in  this  little  dia- 
logue, points  out  all  the  pleafures  and  advantages 
refultihg  from  life. 

On  his  flight,  he  had  recourfe  to  the  humanity  of 
two  Aftronomers  ;  one,  a  man  of  dtferved  celebrity, 
Jerome  Lalaride  ;  the  other,  his  affiftant,  the  good 
and  amiable  Harmand.  There  is  fome  reafon  to 
fuppofe,  that  the  place  where  he  was  concealed,  was 
no  other  than  a  clofet  belonging  to  the  National 
Obfervatory.  There  was  not  any  bed,  and  it  was 
with  extreme  difficulty,  that  bread  and  water  could 
be  introduced.  To  add  to  thefe  inconveniencies, 
Harmand,  who  fupplied  his  wants,  expe&ed  daily  to  be 
ordered  to  join  the  army,  and  the  folitary  prifoner,  in 
that  cafe,  would  thus  have  been  left  with  a  certainty 

of 
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of  ftarving.     In  this  extremity,  Lalande  once  more 
undertook  to  rifk  his  own  life,  in  order  to  fave  that 
1  of  a  fellow  creature. 

Having  at  length  efcaped  from  Paris,  Dupont 
I  found  another  afylum  in  the  country,  and  here  as 
1  ufual,  he  occupied  his  time  with  his  ftudies,  and 
wrote  his  "  Philofophie  de  VTJnivers"  addrefled  to 
the  celebrated  chymift  Lavoifier,  whofe  lofs  he  moft 
affe&ingly  deplores  *.  In  this  work,  after  obferv- 
ing,  that  "  philofophy  is  a  religion— the  religion  of 
virtue  and  of  nature,"  he  infills,  that  nothing  can 
exift  through,  or  be  created  by  chance;  that  this 
itfeif  is  a  term  made  ufe  of,  in  order  to  conceal  ig- 
norance, for  there  is  no  fuch  thing  as  chance  in  ex- 
igence, and  that  even  the  throws  of  a  pair  of  dice, 
are  governed  by  known  and  precife  rules.  In  the 
notes,  he  inculcates  the  neceffity  of  a  perpetual  im- 
pulfion,  in  order  to  preferve  the  courfe  of  the  planets  ; 
he  alfo  conjectures  as  to  the  poffibility  of  the  ani- 
mation of  the  ftars.  The  remainder  contains  re- 
marks on  the  fociability  of  the  fox,  on  the  morality 
of  the  ants,  their  police  and  economy,  their  negocia- 
tions  and  treaties ;  and  on  the  propagation  of  good 
actions.  uNo  a&ion  (fays  he)  is  abfolutery  inflat- 
ed— good  ones  produce  a  happy  feries  of  good  ones, 
and  bad,  an  inevitable  feries  of  bad  adtions." 

•  "  II  a  vu  ce  citoyen  vertueux,  Tun  des  hommeslcs  plus  eclaires* 
l«  plus  doux,  les  plus  fages  qui  aient  exifte,  Tun  de  ccux  qui  a  le 
plus  ccnftamment,  le  plus  efficacement  fervi  la  nation,  &  le  genre 
humain,  et  qui  s'en  occupait  encore  dans  ses  derniers  moment 
pe>it  de  la  manieie  la  plus  injufte,  la  plus  tyrannique,  la  plus 
druelle.    II  ne  ceflera  jamais  de  le  pleurer."  Pref.  page  10. 

No  ft  Tk*r* 
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"  Thefe  important  truths,"  adds  he,  "  refult  from 
the  philofophy  of  the  univerfe,  and  ought  to  become 
the  bafis  of  univerfal  philofophy."  N 

Whatever  may  be  the  opinion  refpe£ting  his  doc- 
trines, all  good  men  muft  unite  in  rejoicing  to  learn 
that  Dupont  de  Nemours  was  reftored  to  fociety, 
after  the  fall  of  the  tyrant  Robefpierre:  but,  alas  ! 
it  was  to  be  involved  in  frefh  calamities ;  for  we  be- 
lieve that  he  was  implicated  with  the  profcribed  de- 
puties, and  that  at  this  very  moment  he  is  either 
exiled,  or  at  leaft  under  a  cloud. 

JEAN    BAPTJSTE    LOUVET. 

Whether  we  confider  his  talents,  or  activity,  this 
muft  be  acknowledged  to  have  been  one  of  the 
moft  Celebrated  of  the  French  fenators.  Here  fol- 
lows a  fketch  of  his  life,  as  detailed  by  himfelf : 

"  Every  thing  that  a  man  of  fenfibility,  whofe 
manners  were  fimple,  could  defire,  was  obtained  by 
me  anteriour  to  the  revolution,  I  lived  in  the  coun- 
try, of  which  I  was  paflionately  fond.  I  compofed 
works  of  literature,  the  fuccefs  of  which  had  already 
laid  the  foundation  of  what  I  termed  my  little  for* 
tune :  for,  like  my  ambition,  it  was  of  a  diminutive 
fize.  Ardently  fmitten  with  the  love  of  independ- 
ence, I  had  at  length  learned  that  the  only  way  to 
obtain  it  was  to  reduce  my  wants  to  as  narrow  a 
compafs  as  poflible;  and  I  actually  contrived  to 
carry  my  theory  into  practice,  and  baniflied  luxury, 
which  I  had  buftoo  much  cherifhed  in  the  early  part 
of  my  youth.  On  the  other  hand,  I  invoked  fobriety, 
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neceflary  to  the  health  of  all,  and  more  efpeeially  to 
that  of  a  man  of  letters,  and  I  had  fo  reduced  all  my 
expenoes,  that  *  800  franes  per  ann.  were  fufficient 
for  my  maintenance.  The  firft  {even  volumes  of 
my  t  firft  work,  which  was  printed  on  my  own  ac- 
count, brought  me  in  a  greater  revenue,  and  in  the 
fpring  of  1789,  I  added  fix  more,  which  precipitated 
the  fale  of  the  former.  The  period  of  the  revolu- 
tion however  arrived,  and  by  Stifling  frivolous  publi- 
cations, diminifhed  my  profits  from  a  novel,  which, 
among  a  variety  of  light  and  trifling  pafTages,  exhi- 
bited a  marked  attachment  to  philofophy,  and  dif- 
played  many  republican  principles  at  a  time  when 
fuch  were  very  rare.  The  revolution,  if  it  did  not 
deftroy,  at  leaft  deferred  the  accomplifhment  of  my 
hopes;  it  was  not  indeed  my  intereft  to  wi(h  for  it; 
but  it  was  founded  on  glorious  and  juft  motives; 
and  how  was  it  poflible  to  avoid  loving  it,  notwith- 
standing it  thwarted  all  my  expeitations  ?  I  was 
accuftomed  to  tell  my  fair  friend^ that  if  it  retarded 
our  happinefs,  but  forwarded  that  cf  the  human  race, 
we  ought  to  rejoice.  My  miftrefs  applauded  the 
idea  ! 

"  What  a  woman !  what  generofity !  what  great- 
nefs  of  mind  !  how  worthy  of  the  immortal  pailion 
with  which  fhe  had  infpired  me  !  We  were  brought 
up  together,  and  our  affe&ions  increakd  wuh  our 
age;  but  in  her  fixteenth  year  (he  had  been  married 
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to  a  rich  man,  who  carried  her  an  hundred  miles  from 
me.  She  returned  at  the  end  of  fix  years,  and  our 
mutual  affe&ion,  inftead  of  diminifhing,  had  in-- 
creafed.— I  might  now  mention  her  name,  for  (he  is 
my  wife  !  and  there  are  no  dangers,  no  perfecutions, 
which  fhe  would  not  participate  along  with  me;  but 
her  innocent  family  might  be  expo  fed  to  vengeance; 
I  intend,  therefore,  to  call  her  Lodoljka^  after  the 
heroine  of  my  own  romance. 

4<  I  was  along  with  her,  at  the  diftance  of  twenty 
leagues  from  Paris,  when  the  intelligence  of  the 
capture  of  the  Baftille  reached  our  ears.  On  this  I 
inftantly  received  from  her  hand  a  prefent,  precious 
in  every  point  of  view:  it  was  the  three-coloured 
cockade.  The  inexpreffible  fenfation  which  I  felt— 
the  tears  which  came  into  my  eyeSy  as  (he  attached 
the  party-coloured  ribbands  to  my  hat — were  they  a 
prefentiment  of  thofe  misfortunes  which  I  fhould  ex- 
perience fome  day,  on  account  of  events  that  then 
affe&ed  me  but  indi redly?  However  that  may  be, 
this,  which  was  the  only  cockade  worn  in  a  little 
town  devoted  to  ariftocracy,  was  likely  to  be  pro- 
ductive of  difagreeable  confequences;  for  if  the  news 
had  not  been  fully  confirmed  on  the  very  next  day, 
I  fhculd  have  experienced  all  the  rigours  of  a  crimi- 
nal profecution. 

"  During  a  long  period  I  was  but  a  mere  fpe&ator  $ 
I  had  promifed  to  remain  always  fuch.  Men  enow 
at  that  time  defended  the  dear  interefts  of  their  coun~ 
try :  thofe  originating  in  my  paffion  occupied  nearly 
all  my  time.  But  Mourner,  after  the  affair  o?  Oc- 
tober, 
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tober,  1789,  having  endeavoured,  in  an  incendiary 
publication  to  accufe  Paris,  then  wholly  exempt 
from  blame,  inftead  of  courageously  denouncing  tfye 
Orleans  faction,  folely  culpable  of  the  crimes  that 
had  fullied  a  juft  infurredtion :  indignation  made  me 
take  up  my  pen>  and  I  publifhed  a  pamphlet  entitled 
*  Paris  Jujiifie.  This  produced  my  admiflion  to 
the  Jacobin  Club,  where  no  one  was  received  at  that 
period,  but  in  confequence  of  real  pretenfions  to 
civifm^  and  the  pofleflion  of  fome  talents,  Refiding 
principally  in  the  country,  I  frequented  its  meetings 
but  feldom,  and  ft  ill  confined  myfelf  to  the  part  of 
an  obferver. 

"  All  my  works  thenceforth,  however,  were  di- 
rected towards  the  revolution.  Thus  Etnilie  de 
Vermont  was  a  romance,  undertaken  to  prove  the 
general  utility,  and  fometimes  the  neceffity  of  di- 
vorcey  as  alfo  of  the  marriage  of  priejis.  In  the 
fame  fpirit  I  wrote  two  comedies.  In  one  of  five 
a£ts,  entitled  L'Anobli  Conspirateur,  oule  Bour- 
geois Gentilhomme  du  dix-huitieme  fiecle^  I  attacked, 
by  means  of  the  bittereft  farcafms,  the  ridiculous 
prejudices  concerning  nobility,  both  old  and  new> 
and  that,  too,  two  or  three  months  before  the  decree 
that  abolifhed  it,  N  ■  ,  who,  after  the.  revolu- 
tion of  the  31ft  of  May,  affirmed  that  he  and  the 
members  of  the  Mountain  were  the  fole  republicans, 
refufed  to  receive  it  at  the  Theatre  de  la  Nation^ 
under  pretext  that  it  was  incendiary  5  and  when  I 
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carried  it  to  the  Thiatre  Francis,  one  of  the  ma- 
nagers obferved  that  it  would  be  neceflary  to  be  pro- 
vided with  cannon*  in  order  to  perforrh  it*.  The 
other  comedy  was  a  gay  but  pointed  fatire  on 
the  mummeries  of  the  court  of  Rome :  it  had  for 
title,  L'Election  et  l'Audience  du  Grand- 
Lama  Sispi.  The  only  dramatick  trifle,  which  I 
could  procure  to  be  performed,  was  a  farce  called 
La  grande  revue  des  armies  noire  et  blanche ;  it 
was  written  with  a  view  to  turn  the  army  of  Cob- 
lentz  into  ridicule,  as  may  be  perceived  from  the 
title,  and  it  was  reprefented  twenty-five  times. 

u  On  all  important  occafions  I  repaired  to  my  fec- 
tion.  I  alfo  at  times  fpoke  there;  for  ariftocracy 
repaired  thither  in  force,  and  the  patriots  were  in 
want  of  orators.  I  was  one  of  the  firft  to  inferibe 
my  name  in  the  regifter  of  the  national  guard,  to 
furnifh  my  patriotick  contribution,  and  to  enter  my- 
felf  a  member  of  the  jury  of  accufation.  Thus  I 
fulfilled  all  the  obfeure  duties  of  the  revolution, 
avoiding  at  the  fame  time  all  its  brilliant  advantages. 
I  never  fought  after  popularity,  but  the  moment  was 
now  come  when  I  was  relu£tantly  obliged  to  ftand 
forth  to  publick  notice. 

"  The  greater  part  of  the  defenders  of  liberty  had 
been  fucceffirely  removed:  fome  by  death;  others 
by  corruption.  The  Court  confpired  openly  againft 
the  conftitution  which  it  had  accepted  All  the  par- 
ties who  laboured  to  deftroy  it  were  aflured  of  the 

•  <l  11  me  faudnmt  du  canon  pour  jouer.  cette  pieet" 

fupgor.fe 
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fupport  of  the  Monarch.  I  was  one  of  that  fmall 
number  of  hardy  phitofophers  who,  at  the  con- 
dition of  1791,  had  deplored  the  fate  of  a  great 
nation,  obliged  to  flop  in  the  midft  of  its  career  of 
liberty,  and  to  call  itfelf  enfranchifed,  while  it  ftill  re- 
tained a  court  and  a  king!  Happy,  however,  in  having 
reformed  fo  many  ancient  abufes,  I  had,  like  many 
others,  heartily  promifed  fidelity  to  this  emafculated 
conftitution,  hopeing  that  time  alone  would  produce 
a  cure  to  our  yet  remaining  wounds,  without  agi- 
tation, and  without  hemorrhage.  Yes !  I  fwear  by 
that  Heaven  which  reads  the  inward  fentiments  of 
man,  that  if  the  Court  had  not  a  thoufand  times 
tried  to  ravifh  our  half-liberty  from  us,  I  (hould 
never  have  expected  our  entire  liberation,  but  from 
time  alone.  But  it  became  inconteftible  that  it  con- 
fpired,  and,  not  content  with  fomenting  internal 
commotions,  it  called  in  foreign  aid.  In  this  pre- 
dicament, who  could  refufe  to  join  the  too  feeble 
battalion  that  ftill  combated  for  our  country? 

«  From  that  moment  I  entered  the  lifts,  and  be- 
came a  party  in  the  terrible  conteft.  Indignant  at 
the  manoeuvres  of  thofe  nobles  who,  in  order  to  re- 
eftablifli  the  moft  horrible  abufes,  were  endeavouring 
to  arm  Europe  againft  their  native  land,  I  appeared 
at  the  bar  of  the  Legiflative  Aflembly  on  the  25th 
of  December,  1792,  and  prefented  ma  petition  contre 
Us  Princes  (my  petition  againft  the  Princes).  Both 
in  the  fenate,  and  throughout  the  empire,  the  effe£t 
was  prodigious;  and  this,  as  well  as  two  other  pe- 
titions of  mine,  were  printed  by  order  of  the  Af- 

fembly. 
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fembly.  In  January,  1792,  during  a  difcuffion  of 
the  Htmo'ft  importance,  1  alfo  appeared  in  the  tri- 
bune of  that  celebrated  fociety,  where  I  had  hitherto 
remained  mute, 

"  The  grand  qufcfKon  refpe&ing  a  war  with  Au- 
ftria  was  foon  after  difcufled,  and  this  gave  occafion 
to  the  famous  fchifm,  between  the  Robefpierrian 
fa&ion  and  the  party  of  the  BriJJotines.  I  took  part 
in  this  debate  againft  Robefpierre,  and  reduced  him 
to  filence  5  from  that  moment  he  became  my  mortal 
enemy,  and  let  loofe  a  gang  of  calumniators  againft 
tbe  new  orator.  I  however  obtained  fome  of  the 
honours  of  the  club,  for  I  was  ele&ed  firft,  fecretary 
and  afterwards  vice-prefident 

Roland,  Servan,  Clavierre,  at  this  time  were  in 
adminiftration,  and  I  was  to  have  been  appointed 
minifttr  of  juflice;  but  on  the  preceding  evening  I 
was  denounced  at  the  Jacobins  as  an  emigrant. — 
Although  I  vi£torioufiy  refuted  this  aflertion,  and 
was  liftened  to  with  attention  and  applaufe,  Duran- 
thon  was  preferred  to  this  important  office.  By 
what  ftrange  fatality  is  the  deftiny  of  an  empire 
eonne£ted  with  that  of  a  fingle  man  ?  Had  I  been 
minifter  of  juftice,  I  fhould  certainly  have  fided  with 
Roland,  participated  in  his  honourable  difgrace,  ob- 
tained the  publick  efteem,  been  reflrored  to  office 
with  him  on  the  10th  of  Auguft,  and  then  royalifm 
in  difguife  fhould  never  have  perpetrated  the  hor- 
rours  of  September  on  the  cradle  of  the  republick ; 
the  fa&ion  of  the  Cordeliers  fhould  not  have  pro- 
duced the  election  of  the  deputies  of  Paris  by  means 

of 
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of  terrour;  the  Englifti  government,  unable  to  ex- 
cite its  people  againft  us,  would  have  fought  in  vain 
for  a  pretext  to  commence  hoftilities ;  Rohefpierre, 
had  he  not  altered  his  conduct,  muft  have  fuccumbed 
1  along  with  Pache,  Chaumette,  Hebert,  Marat,  and 
1  a  crowd  of  vile  wretches  in  the  pay  of  fqreign  pow- 
ers. The  foundations  of  the  republick  would  then 
have  been  laid ! 

"  The  minifter  *  of  the  home  department  wiflied 
to  become  acquainted  with  me.  War  had  been  de- 
clared. The  court  palpably  engaged  in  a  league 
with  Auftria,  betrayed  our  armies ;  it  was  abfolutely 
neceflary  to  enlighten  the  people  on  the  fubjeft  of  fo 
many  different  plots,  and  I  accordingly  became  editor 
of  (La  Sentinelle)  The  Sentinel  f.  The  mini- 
fter bore  the  expence,  and  of  fome  of  the  numbers 
upwards  of  20,000  were  printed.  Thofe  who  have 
ftudied  Paris  and  the  departments  are  well  aware  of 
the  fervice  of  this  journal  to  France  at  that  epoch, 
when  foreign  powers,  emboldened  by  their  internal 
connexions,  menaced  a  total  overthrow. 

"  When  Dumouriez,  wifhing  to  reign  alone,  pro- 
cured  the  minifters  Servan,  Claviers?,  and  Roland, 
to  be  turned  out,  his  friends  attempted  to  corrupt 
me  with  the  offer  of  the  embafly  to  Constantinople; 
but  in  the  very  next  Sentinel  I  attacked  the  condu& 
of  this  minifter,  and  from  that  moment  I  heard  no 


•  Roland. 

t  This  was  what  is  termed  Un  Joumal-ajjkkx,  being  pofted  on 
the  walls,  Sec. 
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more  of  my  diplomatick  miiTion  to  the  Grand 
Signor  !  Nearly  at  the  fame  period  Guadet  and 
Briflbt  wifhed  to  fend  me  as  commiiTioner  to  St 
Domingo,  and  on  my  refufal  Santhonax  was  ap- 
pointed. 

cc  At  length  the  infurre&ion  of  the  ioth  of  Auguft 
took  place,  on  which  oocafion  I  contributed  .to  fave 
the  Swifs  guards,  whom  the  fatellites  of  Orleans* 
wjio  had  fled  at  firft,  returned  to  -mafTacre,  as  foon 
as  the  engagement  was  at  an  end.  I  made  feveral 
of  thefe  unfortunate  foreigners  file  along  the  win- 
dows of  the  Aflembly,  v/hence  they  pafled  into  the 
diplomatick  committee-room,  in  the  clofets  of  which 
they  were  concealed  by  BrifTot  and  Genfonne.— 
Danton  appeared,  when  the  vi&ory  was  declared,  at 
the  head  of  the  battalion  of  MarfilhtSj  armed  with 
a  large  fabre,  as  if  he  had  been  the  hero  of  the  day; 
as  to  Robelpiejre^  ftill  more  cowardly  and  hypocri- 
tical, he  dared  not  to  fhow  his  face  untii  four-and- 
twenty  hours  after  the  combat; — this,  however,  did 
not  prevent  him  from  attributing  to  himfelf  the 
w.hole  merit  of  the  fuccefs  in  the  council  of  the 
commune^  whither  he  repaired  the  next  day  but  one, 
in  order  to  aft  the  part  of  a  defpot. 

"  And  on  the  2d  of  September-,  it  was  he  who 
menaced  us  all.  The  frightful  Robefpierre  pro- 
fcribed  us  in  the  tribune ;  Marat  paffed  fentence  of 
death  upon  us.  The  punifhment  of  Briflbt,  Verg- 
niaud,  Guadet,  Condorcet,  Roland,  and  his  wife; 
that  of  Lodoifk^  and  myfelf,  was  alfo  decided  upon. 

Vile 
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ty.tk  mipoftors  !  infamous  royalifts  !  were  we  then 

fcderalifts?' 

14  Soon  after   the  firft  meeting  of  the  Conven- 
tion, I   denounced   Robefpierre;    fifty  deputies  at- 
tefted  th<*  fefts    mentioned  by   me;    and  the  cow- 
ard,   thinking    his    laft    moment   was    approaching, 
came   to   the  tribune,  in  order   to  demand  mercy* 
Had    but   Pethion — whofe    immenfe  influence  was 
not  even  then   deftroyed,  and  whom  I  called  upon. 
Several  times — had  he  but  told  publickly  one  quar- 
ter  of  what  he  knew,  Robefpierre  and  his  accom- 
plice, Marat,  would  have  been  inftantly  deaesd 
a  ftate  of  acvufation,  and   the  Republick  faved  !— 
The  future  di&ator  demanded  eight  days  to  prepare 
a  reply:  when  this  term  had  elapfed,  he  filled  all  the 
tribunes  with  male    and   female   Jacobins,  and  al- 
though he  fpoke  for  two  hours,  did  not  fay  a  word 
hi  anfwer.     I  hoped  to  have  overwhelmed  him  in 
my  rejoinder;  but  the  Girmdifts  arofe  along  with 
the  Mountain,  m   order  to  prevent  me  from  being 
heard,  as   they   imagined  our  triumph  complete. — 
1  his,  however,  did  not  prevent  me  from  writing, 
and  I  accordingly  published  what  I  intended  to  have 
laid,  under  the  form  of  a  letter  addrefled  to  Maxi- 
milian Robefpierre  and  his  Royalijh  (A  Maximilien 
Robefpierre.  et  a  fes  Royalijtes). 
'  M  Nearly  at  the  fame  time  Buzot  and  I  attacked 
the  faftion  in  the  moil  fenfible  part.     We -demanded 
and    obtained    the    decree  for   the   expulfion  of  the 
Bou  bons.     A  revolt  on  the  part  of  the  Jacobins, 
the  Cordeliers,  and  the  Commune,  forced   us  to  re- 

O  2  peal 
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peal  it;  but  it  was  attended  at  leaft  with  this  ad- 
vantage,  that  the  motives  of  the  Mountain  were 
now  difcovered. 

"  Afliiredly  I  had  well  earned  the  honour  of  being 
expelled  from  the  Jacobins,  and  my  name  was  ac- 
cordingly erafed  on  the  fame  day  with  that  of  Ro- 
land and  many  other  patriots, 

"  At  the  trial  of  Capet,  Salle  moved  the  appeal  to 
the  people;  I  fupported  him:  my  reafons  are  publick, 
and  it  is  now  eafy  to  decide  whether  my  predi&ions 
have  not  been  verified  by  events. 

"  At  length  Dumouriez  joined  the  Orleans*  party, 
and  thus  threw  his  weight  into  the  fcaleof  our  ene- 
mies.    The  10th  of  March  was  not  far  off,  and  the 
heads  of  twenty-two  deputies  were  promifed  on  that 
day  to  Cobourg ;  we  were  only  faved  by  the  batta- 
lion of  Breft.  -This  affair  was  in   fome  meafure 
hufhed  up  by  the  Girondifts,  for  fear  of  driving  vi- 
olent men  into  Jiill  greater  excefes.     On  this  occa- 
fion  I  drew  up  a  denunciation  of  the  plot  of  the  10th 
of  March,  but  was    not  allowed  to  fpeak,  and,  as 
ufual,  was  obliged   to  have  recourfe  to  the  prefs*. 
All  the  conjectures  hazarded  by  me,  at  that  period, 
have  become  fo  many  predidtions,  and  it  is  impoflible 
to  defcribe  the  rage  of  the  confpirators  when  it  ap- 
peared.    I  however  was  not  fufficiently  fupported  by 
the  aflertors  of  liberty  on  this  occafion,  and  as  I  now 
forefaw  that  our  fall  was  at  hand,  and  our  difcom- 
fiture  inevitable,  I  was  accuftomed  to  fay  daily  to 
~  ~~  ■■      1.  ^ 

*  The  title  of  this  pamphlet  is,  A  la  Convention  Nationale.  et  a  ms 
Commettdinjur  la  Conjuration  du  10  Man  ft  la  FaQion  d*  Orleans. 

my 
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my  dear  Lodoifka, — c  Our  friends  rufh  towards  the 
i  fcaffbld,  and  I  would  feparate  myfelf  from  them  in- 
c  ftantly,  were  I  not  confcious  that  their  party  is  that 
c  of  duty  and  of  virtue/ 

"  In  the  mean  time  Dumouriez,  who,  while  It 
ferved  the  purpofes  of  his  ambition  had  been  a  ftaunch 
republican,  now  thirfted  for  our  blood.  An  inhabitant 
of  Bourdeaux,  who  happened  to  be  a  friend  of  Guadet, 
and  was  taken  at  the  battle  of  Nerwienden,  brought 
us  intelligence  that  the  ftaff  officers  of  Cobourg's 
army  flattered  themfelves  with  the  expectation,  that 
in  a  fhort  time  the  heads  of  twenty-two  members  of 
the  Convention  would  be  cut  off.  Judge  then 
of  our  furprife,  when,  a  little  afterwards,  Pache 
appeared  at  the  head  of  the  pretended  fedtions  of 
Paris,  and  prefented  his  famous  petition*  in  which 
twenty-two  of  us  were  profcribed ! 

I  had  long  anticipated  all  the  horrours  of  the  31ft 
of  May:  they  occurred,  however,  at  a  time  when  I 
had  almoft  ceafed  to  expeSt  them.  On  the  night  be- 
tween the  30th  and  31ft  the  ftorm  announced  itfelf 
fc  palpably,  that  I  was  under  the  neceffity  of  fleeping 
from  home — A  detached  chamber,  containing  three 
wretched  beds,  but  a  fufficiency  of  arms,  and  inclina- 
tion for  defence,  received  Buzot,  Barbaroux,  Guadet, 
Bergoing,  Rabaut  St.  Etienne,  and  myfelf.  At  three 
o?clock  in  the  morning  we  were  awoke  by  the  noife 
of  the  tocfm\  at  fix  we  defcended  from  our  garret, 
a<>d  patted  along  the  Thuilleries  to  the  Convention, 
where  threats  only  were  uttered  againft  us.     Next 
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day,  as  I  entered  the  hall,  I  learned  that  the  female 
citizen  Roland  had  been  arrefted.     From  that  mo- 
ment I  was  convinced  that  the  career  o(  crime  was 
about  to  commence:  I  therefore  engaged  the  princi- 
pal perfons  profcribed  to  re-unite,  and  we  accord- 
ingly dined  together  for  the  laft  time.    Lefs  occupied 
with  our  repaft  than  the  prefent  critical  fituation  of 
publick  affairs,  we  began  to  confider  of  our  future 
conduft,  when  the  tocfm  once  more  founded  the  alarm, 
and  v/as  heard  on  all  fides.     A  moment  after,  fome 
one  brought  Briffot  the  falfe  intelligence  that  feals 
had  been  put  on  all  our  papers.     Notwithstanding  I 
trembled  left  my  Lodoifka  (hould  be  arrefted,  I  urged 
my  opinions,  fuccin&ly,  but  warmly.    Henceforth,  I 
laid,  we  cculd  be  of  no  fervice  in  the  Convention, 
where  the  Mountain  and  the  galleries  would  not 
permit  us  to  utter  a  fingle  word;  our  appearance  there 
would  only  animate  the  hopes  of  the  confpirators, 
who  would  be  charmed  to  feize  the  whole  of  their 
prey  at  the  fame  time.     There  was  nothing  further 
to  be  done  in  Paris,  as  it  was  entirely  governed  by 
a  fa£tion,  which  had  made  itfelf  mafter  of  the  armed 
force,  and  the  conftituted  authorities — it  was  a  de- 
partmental infurreflion.  which  could  alone  fave  all 
France! 

"  After  providing  for  the  fafety  of  her  who  was 
dearer  to  me  than  my  own  life,  I  fecreted  myfelf 
during  a  fortnight,  at  the  houfe  of  an  old  friend,  who 
in  his  youth  had  been  affifted  by  my  father :  three 
weeks  more  were  fpent  with  a  brave  young  man,  on 
whofe  fidelity  I  could  rely, 

«  In 
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"  In  the  mean  time  the  indignant  departments  be- 
gan to  talk  of  vengeance.  Buzot,  who  had  not  been 
feized,  and  Barbaroux,  who  had  efcaped  from  his 
keepers,  were  along  with  Gorfas  at  Caen,  and 
headed  the  infurre&ion  of  the  Weft.  I  myfelf,  hav- 
ing received  paflports  from  that  place,  left  Paris  on 
the  24th  of  June.  At  Meulan,  we  were  obliged  to 
change  our  carriage,  and  the  new  coachman  proved 
to  be  a  furious  Marat '//?,  who  was  continually  pour- 
ing forth  imprecations  againft  thofe  rogues  of  deputies^ 
who  were  repairing  to  the  departments,  in  order  to 
inflame  them. 

"  Having  arrived  at  Caen  on  the  26th,  we  found 
that  eight  coalefced  departments  had  already  fent  their 
commiffaries  thither,  and  their  armed  force  was  about 
to  follow.  Wimpfen,  the  General  in  Chief,  had 
hitherto  confined  all  his  exploits  to  fine  words.  I 
foon  faw,  and  indeed  he  made  no  fecret  of  it,  that  he 
was  nothing  more  or  lefs  than  a  Roy  alt  ft  \  my  col- 
leagues allowed  him  to  be  one,  but  added  at  the  fame 
time,  that  he  was  a  man  of  honour.  From  that  mo- 
ment I  perceived  what  muft  evidently  occur,  and, 
had  my  wife  been  along  with  me,  we  fhould  have 
taken  our  pafTage  to  America,  and  been  at  this  mo- 
ment, perhaps,  in  Philadelphia. 

"  At  length  Wimpfen  declared  himfelf,  and  pro* 
mifed  us  men,  arms,  ammunition,  and  money,  if  we 
would  but  negotiate  with  England.  The  other  de- 
puties now  opened  their  eyes  to  the  fnare  laid  for 
them,  and  the  defection  of  the  adminiftrators  of  Cal- 
vados, and  the  acceptance  of  the  new  conftitution 
6  by 


152  JEAN  BAPTISTE  L0UVET. 

by  the  Primary  Aficmblies  rendered  our  fray  in  Caen 
extremely  hazardous.  We  accordingly  accepted  the 
invitation  of  the  Bretons,  who  were  about  to  return 
to  their  own  country,  and  refolved  to  accompany 
them  thither,  armed  like  themfelves. 
-  "  After  a  few  marches,  we  arrived  at  Vires,  where 
having  learned  that  the  Mountain  had  arretted  all 
thofe  attached  to  us,  I  trembled  for  the  fate  of  my 
wife}  but  fhe  arrived  at  midnight,  moft  unexpect- 
edly, and  thus  releafed  me  from  all  my  fears.  At 
Fongeres,  the  battalions  feparated,  and  we  proceeded 
with  that  of  Finifterre  to  Dol,hopeing  to  be  able  to 
reach  Quimper,  whence  Kerveleg#n  our  colleague, 
who  had  gone  thither  fome  days  before,  would  be 
able  to  get  us  a  paflage  to  Bourdeaux.  At  Autrain, 
about  two  hundred  Jacobins  entered  into  a  plot  to 
difarm  the  federates,  and  fend  the  profcribed  deputies 
to  Paris;  but  we  doubled  the  polls  and  the  patroles, 
and  prevented  the  confpiracy  from  taking  effeft. 

"  A  little  before  cur  entrance  into  Dol,  we  re- 
ceived intelligence  that  the  Municipality  had  fent  to 
St.  Maloes  for  a  body  of  troops,  in  order  to  feize 
us;  but  we  marched  into  the  place  with  Tcrewed 
bayonets,  and  drew  up  in  battle  array  before  the 
town  houfe.  At  Dinan,  we  were  well  received  by  the 
inhabitants,  who  furnifTied  us  with  excellent  beds ; 
next  morning,  however,  the  battalion  began  to  dif- 
pute  about  us,  and  feveral  obferved,  that  to  protect 
the  profcribed  deputies  was  to  violate  the  laws.  On 
this  we  fignifiedxmr  refolution  to  depart  by  ourfelves 
acrcfs  the  country  to  Quimper ;  but  they  would  not 

permit 
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permit  us,  for  they  not  only  prefented  us  with  arms, 
but  alfo  offered  us  money,  and  infifted  that  fix  of 
them  fhould  accompany  us  as  guides.  Having  fent 
my  Lodoifka  forward  by  the  great  road,  we  ftruck 
off  at  Jugon,  and  after  a  variety  of  adventures,  ef- 
caping  fometimes  by  artifice,  and  fometimes  by  dint 
of  refolution,  we  at  length  arrived  at  Quimper,  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  which  we  were  concealed  in 
the  hut  of  a  peafant.  Expofed  every  moment  to  the 
denunciations  of  the  malignant,  and  the  daggers  of 
aflaffins;  imagining  that  my  end  approached,  and 
that  I  fhould  be  dragged  to  a  fcaffbld,  which  muft 
inevitably  have  been  the  cafe,  had  I  fallen  into  the 
hands  of  my  implacable  enemies,  I  was  feized  at 
this  period  with  a  fit  of  melancholy,  and  actually 
compofed  my  death-fang^  which  I  intended  to  have 
fung  on  my  way  to  execution: 

Ai  r  y—Veillom  au  falut  de  l*  Empire* 

'  Des  vils  opprcflcurs  de  la  France, 

*  jpai  denoncc  les  attentats  : 

'  lis  font  vainqueurs,  et  leur  vengeance 
'  Ordonne  aufli-tot  mon  trepas. 

*  Liberte  !  Liberte  !  recois  done  mon  dernier  hommage  : 

'  Tyrans,  frappez,  rhomrne  libre  enviera  mon  deftin* 

*  PI u tot  la  mortque  Tefclavage, 

«  C'eft  le  vceu  oTun  Republicain ! 

1  Si  j'avois  fervi  leur  furie, 

1  lis  m'auroient  prodigue  de  Tor; 

*  J'aimai  mieux  fervir  ma  patrie, 
'  paimai  mieux  recevoir  la  mort. 

*  Liberte !  Liberte !  quelle  ame  a  ton  feu  ne  s*anime  ! 

1  Tyrans,  frappez,  Thomme  libre  enviera  mon  deftin: 
1  Piutot  le  trepas  que  le  crime, 

*  C'eft  le  vceu  d'un  republicain! 

Et 
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*  Et  toi,  qu'a  regret  je  delaifle, 

*  Amante,  fi  chere  a  mon  cceur : 

'  Bannis  toute  indigne  folblefie,  ^ 

c  Sois  plus  forte  que  ta  douleur. 
1  Liberte !  Liberte  !  ranime  et  foutiens  fon  courage  ! 
1  Pour  toi,  pour  moi,  quelle  porfce  le  poids  de  fes  jours , 
'  Son  fein,  peut-etre,  enferme  un  gage, 

*  L'unique  fruit  de  nos  amours! 

1  Digne  epoufe,  sois  digne  mere, 

*  Prcnds  ton  el  eve  en  fon  berceau  Lj 

*  Redis  -lui  fouvent  que  son  pere 

*  Mourut  du  trepas  le  plus  beau  ! 

*  Liberte  !  Liberte!  qu'il  t'orTre  fon  plus  pur  hommage  I 
*  Tyrans,  tremblez,  redoutez  un  enfant  genereux  ! 
4  Plutot  la  mort  que  Tefclavage, 
'  Sera  le  premier  de  fes  voeux  1 

€  Qui,  fi  d'un  nouveau  Robefpierre, 

*  Ton  pays  etoit  tourmente, 

*  Mon  fils,  ne  veftge  point  ton  pere, 
'  Mon  fils,  venge  la  Liberte ! 

1  Liberte  I  Liberte!  qu'un  succes  meilleur  Taccompagne,. 
'  Tyrans,  fuyez,  emportez  vos  enfans  odieux ! 

*  Plutot  la  mort  que  la  Montagne, 

*  Sera  le  cri  de  nos  neveux! 

'— Oui,  des  bourreaux  de  TAbbaye, 

*  Les  succes  affeux  feront  courts! 
-     '  Vn  monftre  effrayoit  fa  patrie, 

(  Une  fille  a  tranche  fes  jours ! 
'  Liberte  !  Liberte  !  que  ton  bras  fur  eux  fe  promene  ! 
'  Tremblez,  tyrans,  vos  forfaits  appelent  nos  vtrtus ■! 
c  Marat  efl  mort  charge  de  haine, 
c  Corday  vit  aupres  de  Brutus ! 

*  Mais  la  foulc  fe  prefTe  et  crie ; 

6  Peuple  infortune,  je  t'entends! 

*  Adieu,  ma  famille  cherie, 

<  Adieu,  mes  amis  de  vingt  ansl 

«  Liberte! 
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«  Liberte  !  Liberte,  pardonpe  a  la  foule  abufee  ! 
><  Mais,  vous  tyrans  !  le  Midi  peut  encore  vous  punir: 
'  Moi  je  nVen  vais  dans  TElylee, 
A  ,Avec  Sydney,  nVentretenir  !  * 

cc  At  length  an  opportunity  offered  to  effect  our 
1  efcapc:  it  was  impoffible,  however,  to  carry  my  Lo- 
doifka  along  with  me.  I  therefore  bade  her  adieu,  and 
1  embarked  on  board  a  fmall  veflel,  along  with  Gau- 
det,  Buzot,  Pethion,  and  Barbaroux,  for  Bourdeaux. 
Our  dangers,  however,  inftead  of  being  leflened, 
feemed  to  redouble.  We  were  conftantly  in  immi- 
nent danger  of  being  taken  by  the  Englifh,  in  which 
cafe,  to  avoid  all  fufpicion  of  collufion  with  our  im- 
iplaceable  enemy,  we  had  determined  to  put  ourfelves 
to  death,  rather  than  fall  into  their  hands.  At  one 
time,  we  fell  in  with  the  Breft  fleet;  at  another,  we 
were  nearly  forced  by  a  ftorm  to  take  refuge  at  Ro- 
^feelle,  where  we  fhould  inftantly  have  been  recog- 
mfed,  and  when  at  length  we  joined  the  convoy, 
which  we  intended  to  have  failed  with  originally,  the 
captain  of  one  of  the  frigates  eagerly  enquired  if 
there  were  any  paflengers  on  board.  We  arrived  at 
length,  however,  in  the  river  of  Bourdeaux,  and  to 
avoid  being  fearched  by  the  men  of  war,  or  flopped 
by  the  garrifon  of  Fort  de  Blaye,  we  went  on  Ihore 
at  Bee  d'Ambez,  in  the  yawl,  which  was  fo  fmalt 
as  to  endanger  our  lives.. 

"  We  were  now  in  this  famous  department  of  the 
Gironde ;  and  here,  we  not  only  deemed  ourfelves  in 
perfe<9t  furety,  but  in  a  fituation  to  combat  the  ene- 
mies of  cur   country.      In  fhort,  we  had   nearly 

knelt 


I5&  JEAN   BAPTISTE    LOUVET. 

knelt  down  on  landing,  and  luffed  the  earth  we 
longed  fo  much  to  behold.  O  !  unhappy  mortals  ! 
your  joys  are  fometimes  as  ill-founded  as  your  for- 
rows!  '  .    v 

"  The  manfion  where  we  intended  to  refide,  and 
which  was  at  fome  diftance  from  the  city,  belonged 
to  a  relation  of  Guadet ;  but  nobody  being  at  home 
to  receive  us,  we  were  forced  to  repair  to  a  forry 
ale-houfe.     There  we  learned,  that  the  Maratifts 
had  attained  the  fuperiority  at  Bourdeaux ;  that  the 
members  of  the  municipality  and  department  had 
betaken  themfelves  to  flight;  that  Chateau-Trompette 
arid  Fort-Blaye^  had  furrendered,  and  that  the  depu- 
ties of  the  mountain  had  entered  with  a  body  of 
troops.     Our  arrival  was  foon  buzzed  about,  and 
we  were  obliged  once  more  to  provide  for  our  fafety. 
Guadet  and  Pethion,  fallied  out  for  that  purpofe, 
but  they  could  not  find  any  one  courageous  enough 
to  entertain  us  during  even  a  fingle  night !  What 
added  to  our  confufion,  was  the  intelligence,  that 
troops  and  cannon,  were  actually  fent  againft  us,  and 
this  was  really  the  cafe,  for  they  arrived  immediately 
after  our  departure. 

"  Having  croffed  the  Dordogne  in  the  ferry-boat, 
we  learned  that  fifty  horfemen  were  in  purfuit  of  us ; 
we  therefore  took  refuge  in  a  quarry  where  we  re- 
mained in  fafety,  for  as  it  happened  to  be  a  Sunday, 
the  labourers  were  not  at  work.  There  we  held  a 
folemn  confutation,  and  foon  perceived,  that  in  order 
to  efcape,  it  would  be  abfolutely  neceffary,  to  divide. 
Petion  and  Buzot,  agreed  to  wander  together,  I 

knew 
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knew  not  whither ;  Salles  and  Guadet  refolved  to 
repair  towards  Landes  ;  Barbaroux  and  Valady  join- 
ed themfclves  to  me.  Our  fole  object  was  to  gain 
time,  for  we  deemed  the  frightful  triumph  of  the 
mountain  fo  inconceivable,  that  we  did  not  think  it 
pofiible,  that  it  could  laft  for  a  fingle  fortnight. 
After  embracing,  we  accordingly  feparated.  Barba- 
roux was  to  pafs  for  a  profeffbr  of  mineralogy,  a 
fcience  he  was  well  acquainted  with,  his  companions 
for  two  merchants,  who  were  travelling  along  with 
him,  in  order  to  fpeculate  on  the  mines  he  might 
difcover.  But  merchants  on  foot,  and  travelling 
during  the  night  !  Fifty  leagues  of  country  to 
pafs  through,  by  the  afliftance  of  fuch  a  fable  as 
this  !  And  Barbaroux  fo  well  known,  and  (6 
cafy  to  be  difcovered !  The  project  was]  def- 
perate,  and  prote&ing  Heaven  prevented  us  frora 
carrying  it  into  execution,  for  after  walking  four 
hours,  we  found  that  we  had  miffed  our  road.  A 
re£lory  was  at  fome  diftance,  and  we  refolved  to 
knock  at  the  door  ;  it  was  opened  by  a  worthy  con- 
ftitutional  cure>  who  inftantly  perceiving  that  we 
were  perfecuted  men,  received  us  with  great  hofpi- 
iality,  and  detained  us  for  two  days.  At  the  end  of 
that  period,  he  conducted  us  to  the  houfe  of  a  pea- 
fan  t,  whofe  wife  was  afraid  to  give  us  an  afylum  ; 
we  then  took  refuge  in  a  hay-loft,  belonging  to  a 
farm,  and  there  intended  to  have  put  an  end  to  our 
lives,  but  Barbaroux,  reminding  me  of  my  wife,  and 
I  recalling  to  him  the  image  of  his  venerable  mother, 
we  deferred  the  horrid  deed. 
"  At  length  I  came  to  a  decried  refolu'tion,  to  make 
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an  attempt  to  reach  Paris,  and   rather  encounter  all 
the  dangers  of  fo  perilous  a  journey,  than  remain  in 
the  prefent  horrid  flate  we  were  in,  I  therefore  in-* 
ftantly  threw  away  every  thing  that  might  encumber 
me  in  the  journey ;  I   kept,  however,  my  national 
great  coat,  and  difguifed  my  face  under 'a  little  Jaco- 
bite wig*  ;  after  this,  having  preffed  Guadet  and  Sal- 
;Ies  to  my   heart,  I  opened    my    pocket-bor>k,    and 
parting  a  few  a/fignais  with  the  latter,  who  was  ft'iH 
.poorer  than  myfelf,  I   fet  off  along  the  great  road 
that  leads  to  the  capital.     It  was  neceffary  I  fhould 
pafs  through  Mont-  Pont ,  and  at  break  of  day  I  held 
out  a  bad  paffport,  for  the  infpection  of  the  fentinel, 
who  luckily  happened  to  be  afleep.     Soon  after  this, 
I  entered  a  fmall  village,  where  I  obtained  a  good 
-fire  and  a  breakfaft,  at  a  little  publiclc  houfe  ;  I  alio 
-found  pen  and  ink  there,  and  by  their  means  com- 
pleted my  paffport,  defcribing  the   citizen  Larcher 
(the  name  I  had  affumed)  as  a 'brave  fans- culottes.  At 
Muffidau,  themiftrefs  of  the  forry  inn,  where  I  put 
up,   endeavoured  to  discover  my  fentiments,  in  the 
moft-infidious  manner,  by  prainng  Charlotte  Corday, 
.  and  abufihg  Marat,  but  I  fwore  in  the  true  ftyle  of 
Pere  Diidieme,  and  menaced  her  with  the  guillotine. 
Next  day,  when  I  had  payed  the  bill,  and  was  pre- 
paring to  depart,  fhe  went  haftily  out,  and  brought 
in  an  overgrown  peafant,  whom  (he  called  thectfi- 
•  zen-mayov-  who  luckily  forme  could  not  read: ! 

u  Perceiving  l  was  likely  to/efcape,  through  his  ig- 
norance, fhe  immediately  fent %.  for  the    Prociircur* 

*  line  pdite  Urniquc ■jacobiu, 

'  Syndic^ 
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Syndic^  and  aaually  introduced  the  whole  municipa- 
lly one  by  one,  bat  1  fo  plied  them  with  liquor, 
which  I  was  now  under  the  neceflity  of  calling  for, 
and  had  acquired  the  confidence  of  the  chief  magis- 
trate to  fuch  a  degree,  that  I  was  confidered  by  all  as 
a  moft  excellent  jacobin,  and  wifhed  a  good  journey 

accordingly. 

«  Nothing  new  occurred  until  I  arrrived  at  Peri- 
gueux,  a  very  dangerous  place  for  me,  but  I  luckily 
paired  through  the  fuburbs,  and  arrived  at  a  hamlet 
-  caHed  Us   Tavernes  ;    the   keeper  of  the  ale-houfe 
was  afleep,   and  I  had  no  fooner  awoke  him,  and 
aflced  for  a  bed,   than   he   demanded   my  pafiport. 
When  he  had  examined  it,  he  inftantly  difcovered, 
that  it  had  not  been  prefented  to  the  conjlituted  au- 
thorities,  at  Perigueux,  and  threatened  to  condud 
me  thither.     A  carrier,   however,  who  happened  to 
be  prefent,  interfered  in  my  behalf,  procured  me  a 
forry  matrafs,  for  which  I  was  obliged  to  pay  before 
hand,  and  took  me  under  his  protection  next  morn- 
ing.    After  obferving  that  I  did  not  look  like  a  thief, 
he  placed  me   in  his  cart  which  had  a  tilt  over  it ; 
and  as  he  was  well  known  on  the  road,  he  conducted 
me  through  Thiviers  and  Aixe,  at  neither  of  which 
places  I   was   Hopped,  and  we  at  length  arrived  in 
fafety  at  Limoges,  which  was  his  place  of  refidence. 
"  Suppofing  me  one  of  the  merchants  who  had  been 
plundered  at  Bourdeaux,  he   concealed   me    in   his 
houfe,  for  three  whole  days,  until  he  could  find  a 
convenient  opportunity  to  convey  me  to  Paris.     At 
the  end  of  that  time  his  wife,  who  trembled  for  the 

P  2  conferences 


l6<>  Jt AN    BAPTISTS    LOUVST. 

conferences,  invented  a  ftory,  in  order  to  get  rid  of 
me,  and  when  I  discovered  the  trick  conjured  me  not 
to  reveal  it  to  her  hufoand.     He  himYelf  arrived  foon 
after,  and  informed  me  with  an  oath,  that  he  had 
prevailed  on  a  good  fellow  of  a  poftillion,  to  carry  me 
all  the  way  to  the  capital,  adding,  that  I  was  to'pafe 
as  a  /muggier.     Next  morning  by  two  o'clock  he 
was  at  my  bed  fide,  and  after  forcing  me  to  afiift  him 
in  difpatching  a  couple  of  bottles  of  wine,  and  filling 
my  pockets  with  bread,  meat,  and  chefnuts,  he  pret 
fented  me  with  a  pair  of  woollen  gloves,  and  a  cot- 
ton night-cap,  which  I  ftill  have  in  my  pofleffion. 
At  break  of  day,  we  fet  forward,  and  having  made 
a  circuit,  in  order  to  avoid  a  guard-boufe  and  fome 
military  ports  in  the  neighbourhood,  we  at  length 
arrived  at  a   little  inn,  where  my  new  conductor 
waited  for  us.     After  the  other  had  delivered  me 
into  his  hands,  and  repeated  his  recommendations 
a  thoufand  times  over,  he  embraced,  and  even  wept 

over  me.     I  alfo  wept How  fweet  are  the 

tears  of  gratitude  I—At  length  we  bid  adieu  to  each 
other.  Adieu  brave  and  moft  excellent  fans* culottes, 
replete  with  generofity  and  fenfibility \  fuch  ought 
to  be,  fuch  would  have  been  all,  if  wicked  men  had 
not  perverted  your  minds  !  Should  he  in  his  turn,  be 
ever  perfecuted,  juft  God  !  repay  him  in  his  misfor- 
tunes, for  that  fuccour  he  conferred  on  me  durin»" 
mine. 

"  My  new  guide,  poflefled  courage,  and  dexterity, 
but  his  carriage,  which  proved  to  be  a  heavy  old 
machine,  was  not  fo  well  calculated  for  concealment 

as 
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as  the  former.  Add  to  this,  that  we  could  only  tra- 
vel at  a  flow  pace,  muft  therefore  be  long  on  the 
road,  and  that  I  had  no  lefs  than  kven  compa- 
nions ! All  thefeven  too,  were  perpe- 
tually at  variance,  and  agreed  only  in  one  point 

they  deemed  themfelves  honoured  by  being  jacobins, 
-  and  indeed,  they  were  jacobins  in  no  fmall  degree  I 

"  At  the  entrance  of  every  town,  at  every  guard- 
houfe,  at  every  poft,  at  every  place  where  paffports 
were  demanded,  I  was  obliged  to  conceal  myfelf  un- 
der the  great  coats  of  thefe  mountaineers,  and  the 
petticoats  of  their  wives.  This  was  the  only  way, 
that  a  dcferter^  (and  fuch  I  pretended  to  be)  could 
efcape  detection.  At  Bois-Remont,  at  Argenton,  at 
.  Chateau-Roux,  I  efcaped  with  great  difficulty,  and 
the  nearer  we  approached  Paris,  the  ftri&er  was  the 
fearch. 

"  We  now  entered  a  department,  where  I  had 
been  elefted  by  the  people,  while  they  were  ftill 
free  \  1  had  perhaps  exhibited  fome  courage  in  ful- 
filling the  duties  they  had  entrufted  me  with,  and  I 
was  returning  to  them,  in  difguife,  a  fugitive,  and  a 
profciib.ed  man.  Orleans,  the  chief  town  of  the  dif- 
trift,  through  which  we  were  to  pafs,  contained  my 
moft  bitter  enemies — if  one  of  them  perceived  me^ 
I  was  loft  for  ever  ! 

"  On  our  arrival  the  gates  were  ftill  fhury  by  way 
of  precaution,  for  during  the  preceding  night  a 
domiciliary  vifit  had  taken  place,  and  forty  Louve- 
tines,  had  been  arretted,  and  were  foon  to  meet  their 
doom.     Thus  my  very  name  led  to  deftruclion. 

P  3  After 
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<c  After  undergoing  the  ufual  examination,  we 
patted  through,  and  were  preparing  to  leave  the 
place  by  the  gate  of  Bannier^  when  we  \ftere  agai.i 
Hopped.  One  of  the  company  remarked,  that  our 
paflpoit  had  already  been  examined  ;  "  that  is  nt>t 
fufficient,"  cried  the  officer  aloud,  "  all  the  paflfen- 
gers  muft  alight !"  Every  male  but  myfelf  having 
defcended,  the  fame  voice  exclaimed,  "  the  ladies  alio 
muft  follow  !"  I  now  thought  that  my  end  was 
iaft  approaching,  for  the  women  having  neceffarily 
carried  their  petticoats  along  with  them,  one  half  cf 
my  perfon  was  expofed  to  view.  I  however  found 
means  to  throw;  fome  ftraw  over  my  legs  and  feet, 
and  fpread  a  great  coat  around  my  body  and  head. 
Having  done  this,  I  drew  out  my  piftol,  and  placing 
the  muzzle  in  my  mouth,  I  gave  a  figh  to  my  dear 
country,  to  my  adored  wife  a  tear,  a  thought  to  a 
remunerating  Providence,  and  then  waited  for  the 
;iwful  period  of  my  diffolution,  for  I  had  determined  * 
to  draw  the  trigger  in  cafe  I  fhould  have  been  difco- 
vered  !  The  jacobin  fearcher  however  miffed  me, 
notwithftanding  he  trod  once  or  twice  on  my  fhoul- 
der,  and  actually  toiTed  three  or  four  parcels  on  my 
head.  After  this  fevere  trial,  the  ladies  and  gentle- 
men who  be^an  to  confider  themfelves  as  little  better 
than  my  accomplices,  refumed  their  feats,  and  the 
driver,  who  fully  expe&ed  to  be  guillotined,  rejoiced 
exceedingly  when  he  found  himfelf  again  fafely 
mounted  on  his  horfe. 

"  At  Etampes  the  carriage  was  once  more  fearched, 
but  not  with  fuch  rigorgus  fcrupulofity,  as  at  Or- 
leans j 
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leans  ;  to  make  amends  for  this,  ho.wever,  we  were 
flopped  in  the  middle  of  the  ftreet,  uatil  the  troops, 
who  were  drawn  out  to  do  honour  to  one  of  the 
deputies  of  the  mountain,  had  filed  off",  and  what 
added  not  a  little  to  my  terrour,  this  lame  deputy, 
who  proved  to  be  no  other  than  *  *  *  *  *  *3  vvas 
my  moft  bitter  enemy.  Had  this  brigand^  urgedby 
the  genius  of  malevolence,  advanced  but  a  few  fteps 
further,  he  muft  undoubtedly  have  difcovered  me-— 
what  joy  for  him  !  what  a  prefent  for  the  foreign 
kings,  and  the  kings  cf  the  mountain  ! 

"  To  avoid  detection,  I  pafled  that  night  in  the 
ftable;  next  day,  we  dined  at  the  crolx  de  Bern-is^ 
where  I  was  once  more  fubjected  to  great  uneafmefs, 
by  two  travellers,  one  of  whom  locking  at  me,  en- 
quired of  his  companion,  if  he  miftook  him  for  a  ro- 
mance writer  ?  while  the  other,  replied  by  a  fong 
from  my  own  Faublas  : 

(<  Eft-ce  crainte,  eft-ce  indifference  ? 
"  Je  voudrois  bien  k  devenir,"  &c. 

"  On  recollecting,  however,  that  it  was  not  by 
pleafantries  of  this  kind  that  an  enemy  would  make 
me  comprehend  I  was  difcovered,  I  became  eafy, 
and  in  this  fituation  of  mind  continued  my  journey 
towards  Paris.  . 

"  The  vifit  at^the  barriers  frightened  us  all,  and 
we  had  adopted  a  variety  of  precautions  \  but  they 
proved  unneceflary,  for  we  were  allowed  to  enter 
the  capital  v/ithout  a  fingle  queftion  being  afked  us. 
In  Rue  d'Enfer  I  thanked  my  fellow  travellers  a 
thoufand  times,  and  alighted  under  the  walls  of  the 

Chartreux, 
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Chartrcux,  in  a  place  but  little  frequented.  c  Brave 
c  man/  fa  id  I  to  the  poftillion,  c  you  have  run 
c  great  rifles,  but  God  is  my  witnefs  thai  you  have 
4  done  a  good  action.  I  wife  it  were  in  my  power 
c  to  recompenfe  you  according  to  my  wifhes  i '— 
On  faying  this  I  prefented  him  with  my  laft  ajfignat 
of  100  franks,  and  added  a  £old  watch  of  fix  times 
'the  value.  He  then  fhook  me  heartily  by  the  hand, 
and  declared  that  he  would  have  been  contented  if 
he  had  never  received  a  fingle  [ol\  he  even  wifhed 
to  embrace  me  at  parting,  but  J  fignified  to  .him 
how  imprudent  it  would  be,  and  he  accordingly 
drifted.' 

"  At  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  fixth 
of  December,  I  got  into  a  hackney  coach  and  went 
in  fearch  of  my  Lodoifka.  c  If  I  do  not  find  her,' 
faid  I  to  myfelf,  c  I  mall  at  leaft  procure  an  afylum 
c  with  friends  who  are  attached  to  me,  and  whom 
c  I  have  known  for  twenty  years.  They  doubtlefs 
4  imagine  that  I  have  perifhed,  and  they  will  weep 
c  with  pleafure  on  feeing  me  return  fafe  and  found. 
c  Why  then  "does  not  my  heart  palpitate  with  joy? 
c  and  what  is  this  melancholy  prefentiment  that 
4    now  overwhelms  me?' 

"  Such  were  my  ideas  when  difcharging  the  coach 
I  knocked  at  .a  certain  door,  and  afked  if  Citizen 
Bremont  (for  fo'I  fhall  call  him)  lived  there?  A 
fon  of  one  of  the  deputies,  who  had  brought  the  boy 
along  with  him  frequently  to  the  affembly,  appeared, 
and  anfvvered  me  in  the  negative,  at  the  fame  time 
pointing   to    the  place  to  which  he  hac)  removed, 

and 
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and  obferving  that  his  father,  whofe  foot  I  heard, 
as  he  came .  forward,  could  inform  me  more  on  this 
fubje&.  I  did  not  wait  for  his  arrival,  but  in- 
ftantly  precipitating  myfelf  down  ftairs,  was  in  the 
ftreet  in  a  moment.  By  the  affiftance  of  a  female 
fervant,  I  at  length  found  the  houfe,  and  the  firft 
voice  that  I  heard  was  that  of  my  Lodoifka,  I  en- 
ter— I  rufh  into  her  arms;  fhe  utters  a  (hriek, 
throws  herfelf  at  my  feet,  which  fhe  embraces ; 
then  rifes,  pre/Tes  me  to  her  heart,  and  burfts  into 
tears.  I  no  longer  know  what  dread  is,  amidft  this 
delirium  of  joy,  O  God!  thou  haft  compenTated 
me  for  all  my  fufferings !  thou  haft  rewarded  me  for 
all  my  labours  ! 

tc  The  miftrefs  of  the  manfion,  the  nephews,  the 
niece,  make  their  appearance;  they  all  weep  with, 
and  embrace  us, 

"  At  length  I  am  permitted  to  take  fome  repofe  5 

I  but  as  it  was  neceffary  that  frefh  linen  fhould  be  pro- 

1  cured,  my  wife  leaves  the  apartment,  and  returns 

foon  after  with  a  melancholy  afpedt,  obferving,  that  all 

I  the  young  people  had  fled  from  the  houfe,  particularly 

the  girl,  whom  we  had  always  treated  like  our  own 

daughter,  and  to  whom,  in  better  days,  we  intended 

to  have  left  our  little  all.    "At  half  an  hour  after  ten 

o'clock,  I  was  awoke  from  a  profound  fleep  by  my 

wife,  who  faid,  c  My  dear  friend,  mufter  up  all  your 

1  refutation,  for  you  never  had  fo  much  occafion  for 

;  it  as  at  this  prefent  moment,  as  1  am  now  to  an- 

c  nounce  to  you  the  moft  cruel,  and  perhaps  the 

*  moft  unexpected,  of  all  your  misfortunes.    Bre- 

*  montj 
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c  mont,  who  has  juft  returned,  gives  you  half  an- 

c  hour  to  leave  this  apartment  ;  for  thcfe  are  his  own 

*  exprefs  words.    It  is  the  companion  of  your  father* 

*  it  is  he  who  faw  you  born,  it  is  our  ancient  friend, 
'  who  refufes  to  entertain — who  dreads  to  fee  you, 
4  and  who  will  fend  us  both  to-  the  Place  de  la  R&- 
c  volution  *  /  * 

u  I  at  firft  thought  that  this  could  be  nothing  elfe 
than  a  dream;  however,  my  furprife  was  inftantly 
fucceeded  by  indignation;  but  my  Lodoifka,  in  footh- 
ing  accents,  affuaged  my  fury,  by  offering  to  die  along 
with  me.  At  length  I  told  her,  in  a  calm  but  re- 
folute  tone  of  voice,  that  as  after  the  retreat  was 
bcateny  it  was  impoflible  to  walk  the  flreets  in  fafety- 
without  a  civick  card,  I  was  determined  not  to  ftir 
that  night.  As  to  Mr.  Bremont,  if  he  was  afraid, 
he  might  fleep  from  home,  for  he  could  find  no  dif- 
ficulty in  procuring  a  bed  from  fome  friend.  Theie 
was  indeed  another  way  of  getting  rid  of  me> — in- 
ftead  of  fending  me  out  to  meet  with  my  afiaffins,  he 
might  bring  them  to  me. 

"  On  hearing  this  repeated  from  the  mouth  of  my 
wrife,  he  inftantly  turned  pale,  {allied  forth,  and  did 
not  return  for  two  days. — c  O  Gaudet!*,  exclaimed 
I,  c  my  poor  Gaudet- !  you  complained  of  your 
friends;  I  wifh  you  had  but  le^n  mine  ! ' 

"  Next  day,  before  feven  o'clock  in  the  evening, 
the  fame  gallant  young  man,  who  had  already  con-  j 
cealed  me  fome  time  before  my  departure  for  Caen, 


#  Where  Robefpkrre's  victims  were  butchered. 

took 
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took  me  once  more  under  his  protection ; 'but  he 
could  only  keep  me  three  days,  on  account  of  a 
Maratifl:  who  lived  in  the  adjoining  apartment.  One 
of  my  wife's  friends  then  received  me;  but  flie  took 
fright  the  fecond  day.  At  the  end  of  that  period,  my 
wife  herfelf,  who  had  hired  an  apartment  under  her 
^maiden  name,  came  to  take  me  away,  although  our 
new  lodgings  were  not  as  yet  ready. 

u  The  delicate  hands  of  my  Lodoifka,  as  it  may 
be  eafily  fuppofed,  had  never  been  ace uftomed  to  lath, 
nails,  or   plafter;  in  five  days,  however,  ihe  alone, 
without  any  aflifiance  (for,  being  fliort-fighted,  I 
-could  be  of  no  fervice  to  her)  finifhed  a  concealment, 
fo  well  planned,  and  fo  artfully  put  together,  that  it 
.might  have  palTed  for  the  mailer, -.piece  of  an  experienc- 
ed workman.  In  fhort,  without  previous  information, 
it   was   impoinble  to  difcover  that  any  body   was 
there  !     into  this  place  I  dallied  in  an  inftant,  when 
-any  one  knocked  at  our  <.uter  door.     The  c  Geor- 
gicks  of  Virgil/  the  c  Gardens  .of  DeliHe,'  the  i  IdvlJs 
of  Gefner,' — paper,  pens,  and  fome  provifions,  were 
-all  provided  for  rne ;  and  an  inftrumenr,  fomevvhat 
like    the   valve  of  a   pump,   fupplied  me  with   air, 
whenever  1  had  occafion  for  it.    How  many  outlaws, 
on  condition  of  being  permitted  to  remain  in  this 
Dlace,  would  have  undertaken  never  to  have  left   it  1 
"  This,  however,  could  be  no  fecui  ity,  in  cafe  of 
•  an  information,  for    Amar,  or  Htbert,  would  foon 
have  killed  me,  by  fetting  fire  to  a  bundle  of  wet 
firaw0 

4  «  Luckily 
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cc  Luckily  there  was  ftill  in  exiftence  a  man,  who 
during  myv  profperity,  literary   and   political,    had 
never  affe&ed  to  be  my  friend;  but  whd  interested 
himfelf  in  my  behalf,  las  fooh  as  he  perceived  me  to 
be  in  diftrefs.     Ten  years  before,  I  had  done  him  a 
little  favour,  he  now  repaid  it  by  a  great  one.     My 
wife  had  imagined  that  fince  it  was  become  extremely 
difficult,  if  not  impoffible,  for  us  to  realife  our  pro- 
ject of  repairing  to  America,  that  the  only  place  in 
France,  where  I  could  remain  in  fafety,  was  the  de- 
partment of  Jura.     Ffc***  entered  with  eagernefs 
into   the  fcheme,    and  never  gave  himfelf  a  fingle 
moment's  reft  until  he  had  accomplifhed  it.     In  lefs 
than  a  fortnight,  every  difficulty  vanifhed  before  his 
invincible  activity.  Accordingly,  on  the  6th  of  Feb. 
1794,  exactly  two  months  after  my  return  to  Paris, 
all  things  necefiary  for  the  expedition,  fuch  as  a  pafs- 
port,  carriage,  &c.   were  ready.     We   parted  next 
day  at  dawn;  I  fay,  we  parted^  for  he  accompanied 
rne   to    the  mountains,  being   determined  either  to 
eftablifh  me  in  fafety,  or  perifh  along  with  me. 

"  At  therend  of  the  Rue  Charenton,  I  left  my 
Lodoifka/in  a  hackney-coach,  for  (he  was  determined 
to  accompany  me  fo  far,  and  it  was  prudent  to  pro- 
ceed a  little  way  on  foot,  in-order  that  the  examina- 
tion at  the  barrier  might  be  lefs  ftri£b 

u  In  the  village  of  Charcnton>  I  met  my  brave 
frjend,  who  waited  for  me  there,  and  w&  entered 
Vllhneuve  St.  George  together.  A  commiflary  of 
the  executive  power  was  in  waiting  there,  in  order 

to 
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to  examine  all  the  paflengers  who  travelled  either  in 
their  own,  or  in  ftage-coaches;  he  was  a  Jacobin, 
and  might  have  recognifed  me,  but,  luckily  for  us, 
he  did  not  dishonour  himfelf  (o  much  as  to  examine 
foot-paflengers.  We  were  only  conduced  to  the 
officer  of  the  guard,  who  made  no  difficulty  in  per- 
mitting two  foldiers  to  pafs — two  foldiers\  for  F*** 
was  drefled  in  uniform.  As  for  me,  along  with  a 
large  pair  of  pantaloons  of  black  wool,  I  wore-a  fliort 
veft,  of  the  fame  manufacture;  an  under-waiftcoat, 
of  the  national  colours;  a  jacobin  fcratcb,  of  black 
hair,  made  exprefsly  for  the  purpofe :  in  fhort,  I  was 
provided  with  the  red  bonnet^  a  pair  of  monftrous 
muftachios,  which  I  had  permitted  to  grow  during 
my  feclufion,  and  an  enormous  fabre.  If  in  this 
drefs  I  refembled  any  thing,  it  furely  was  not  a 
Mufcadin.  All  this,  at  that  period,  conftituted  the 
habiliments  of  the  greateft  patriots,  and  formed  what 
was  called  a  complete  CarmagnoL 

"  During  the  firft  ten  leagues,  we  travelled  on  foot ; 
we  then  entered  the  ftage,  and  were  foon  after  car- 
ried before  the  municipal  officers.  A  member  of  the 
committee  of  publick  infpe&ion  examined  the  pafs- 
ports,  and  detained  mine,  until  all  the  other  paflengers 
had  departed,  fie  then  fhook  my  hand  in  a  Jigniji- 
,  cant  manner,  and  wiftied  that  I  might  perform  my 
journey  in  fafety. 

"  After  a  variety  of  adventures,  we  at  length  began 
to  fcale  Juray  and  learned  that  the  road  in  many 
places  above,  was  covered  with  three  feet  of  fnow.r— 

QU  We 
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We  proceeded,  neverthelefs,  and  foon  arrived  at  the 
place  deftined  for    my  retreat. 

"  If  he  had  deigned  to  caft  an  eye  fof  a  (ingle 
moment  on  me,  the  Divinity  Himself  would  have 
enjoyed  his  own  works.  It  was  not,perhaps  a  fpectacle 
different  to  his  juftice — that  of  a  free  man,  and  one 
fond  of  every  thing  virtuous,  at  length  (hatched  from 
the  fwords  of  dilators  and  robbers! 

"  From  the  impenetrable  afylum  of  the  profound 
cavern,  where  I  could  behold,  and  touch  as  it  were 
the  ancient  Helvetia :  at  the  firft  noife— at  the  leaft 
alarm  I  could  precipitate  myfeif  upon  a  neutral  ter- 
ritory, and  no-  fooner  had  the  enemy  difappeared, 
than  I  might  refume  my  retreat,  and  re-enter  the 
bofom  of  my  country. 

M  All  was  folitude  around,  but  love  and  hope  were 
ftill  left  me.  For  the  firft  fix  weeks  I  heard  but 
once  from  my  wife;  five  more  pafled  away  in 
mifery  little  (hort  of  defpair,  when  on  the  2ift  of 
May — a  day  I  (hall  ever  remember — a  man,  who 
was  like  myfeif  a  vidtim  of  tyranny,  a  friend  whom 
I  had  got  acquainted  with  amidft  thefe  woods  and 
faftnefles,  .carried  me  along  with  him,  under  I  know 
not  what  pretext,  to  a  rifing  ground  at  fome  confi- 
de rable  diftance. 

1  You  permit  your  chagrin  to  get  the  better  of 
i  you,'  fays  he,  c  and  yet  your  misfortunes  are  far 

*  from  being  certain.     I  could  lay  any  wager,  that 

*  you  will  fee  your  wife  in  a  very  (hort  time  !* 
u  Never,  citizen^  never. 

"On 
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M  On  this  he  flopped,  and  fixing  his  eye  on  fome 
diftant  object,  proceeded  thus: — c  I  behold  an  open 
c  chaife,  in  which  are  feated  a  female,  and  a  per- 
*  fon  who  conduces  her :  it  is  perhaps  your  Lo- 
4  doifka.' — >In  the  mean  time  the  carriage  approaches, 
the  whip  of  the  driver  cracks,  and  in  a  few  minutes 
a  voice — Great  God!  that  of  one  of  thofe  celeftial 
fpirits  depicted  by  Milton,  would  not  have  left  a  more 
ravifhing  impreffion  on  my  ear — cries  out,  Stop  f — 
1  inftantly  ftart  forward ;  it  is  Lodoifka,  who 
fprings  out — who  jumps  into  my  arms.  What  a 
delightful  burden ! 

"  Alas !  however,  (he  remains  with  me  but  three" 
days;  at  the  end  of  that  period,  fhe  returns  once 
more,  and  brings  me  moft  extraordinary  intelligence. 
It  is  then  certain  that  there  exifts  a  remunerating 
Providence  !  Chaumette,  La  Croix,  Marat,  all  their 
vile  accomplices,  all  my  cruel  perfecutors,  are  no 
more  !  But  what  do  I  fay  ?  the  moft  cruel  of  them 
ftill  breathes; — he  reigns — he  tyrannifes, 

I1  O  God,  if  it  be  thy  will,  above  all  things  fave  my  country  !** 
tf  0  Dieuy  si  tu  tvcu!ohi  avant  tcut  fawver  men  fays  /" 

[The  above  finijhed  in  the  caverns^  on  the  lid 
of  July-)  1794,  a  few  days  before  the  fall  of  Robe* 
fpierre.] 

After  being  thus  profcribed,  a  fugitive,  in  diftrefs 
for  bread,  deftitute  of  money,  and  often  devoid  of 
friends  and  confolation  ;  concealed  fometimes  in  the 

Q_2  grottoes 
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grottoes  of  the  Gironde,  and  fometimes  in  the  ca- 
verns of  *  Jura;  Lou  vet  had  the  good  fortune  to 
furvive  Robefpierre,  and  foon  after  the  Thenmidorean 
Revolution  he  re-appeared  once  mere  in  Paris. 

Here  follows  a  tranflation  of  his  celebrated  letter 
to  the  Convention : 

"  2Qtb  Frimaire^  3d  Year  of  the  Republic  6> 
one  and  indivifble. 
u  Reprefentatives, 

"  At  the  voice  of  the  liberators  of  the  9th  Ther- 
midor,  the  republicans  arife  from  their  tombs;  I  alfo 
demand  that  you  fhould  reftore  me  to  the  ufe  of  fire 
and  water  +. 

"  Hebert  muftered  all  hi*  "blood-hounds;  Pache 
denounced  me;  Henriot  armed  himfelf  againft  you, 
iii  order  to  feize  on  me ;  Couthon  decreed  my  ar- 
reft;  St.  Juft  enumerated  my  crimes;  Amar  drew 
up  my  ail  of  profcription  ;  Barrere  outlawed  me.    • 

"  The  firfr  who  pointed  out  to  you  the  defpot ; 
the  crimes  which  he  had  committed — the  ftill  greater 
which  he  intended  to  commit,  was  myfelf.  Will 
you  refufe  me  the  liberty  of  repelling  the  calumny  of 
the  tyrant,  in  your  prefence  ?     Will  you  bereave  me 

*  It  was  in  the  grottoes  of  St.  Emiliion,  in  the  beginning  of  No- 
vember, 1793,  that  Louvet  wrote  the  firft  part  of  his  work,  en- 
titled *«  Quelques  Notices  pour  I/HUloire,  et  le  recit  de  mes 
perils  depuis  le  31  Mai."  He  ftnimed  the  latter  part  of  it,  in 
company  with  his  wife,  in  the  retreat  which  he  had  obtained  amicht 
the  mountains  of  Jura. 

f  This  alludes  to-the  interdiction  of  thefe  elements  to  the  fro- 
fer&ed,  during  the  tyranny  of  the  triumvirs  and  the  emperours. 
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of  thofe  forms  which  were  even  allowed  to  Carrier 
himfelf!  No,  no;  you  are  juft,  for  you  are  free. 

u  Amar  and  Barrere  are  ftill  among  you  ;  oblige 
them,  for  the  firft  time,  to  look  their  vi&im  in  the 
face;  conftrain  them  at  length  to  accufe  me,  when 
I  myfelf  am  prefent ;  not  before  the  troop  of  aflaffins 
which  they  called  a  tribunal^  but  before  judges,  ac- 
knowledged for  their  integrity,  impartial  and  unob- 
jectionable :  let  a  decree  enforce  this  folemn  confron- 
tation between  them  and  me,  and  I  fhall  haften  to 
obey  it, 

"  I  mentiCn  not  the  thoufand  perils,  the  innume- 
rable misfortunes  which  I  have  furvived,  as  fo  many 
others  have  endured  ftill  greater  than  myfelf.  As 
for  me,  fometimes.at  the  bottom  of  fubterraneous 
abodes,  and  fometimes  on  the  ridges  of  mountains, 
wandering,  abandoned,  profcribed,  but  alone,  and 
free,  I  was  at  leaft  enabled  to  proteft  aloud  againft 
tyranny. 

"  Thofe  worthy  miffionaries  of  the  people  muft 
have  doubtlefs  fuftered  ftill  more,  as  fome  of  them, 
from  their  love  of  liberty,  have  been  loaded  with 
fetters,  while  others,  remaining  in  prefence  of  the 
oppreflbr,  and  under  his  very  arm,  which  always 
aflumed  a  menacing  afpecSt,  patiently  prepared,  and 
generoufly  expected  the  moment  to  *u;ife,  and  preci- 
pitate him. 

"  It  is  not  becaufe  you  are  about  to  terminate  my 
diftreffes,  that  I  now  thank  you;  but  I  thank  you 
in  common  with  all  France,  that  you  have  faved  our 
country.     Happy  are  they,  who,  ^ppreffed  on  her 

\  Qj3  account, 
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accounj,  may  now  refume  the  hope  of  ferving  her 

once  more  along  with  you." 

The  legiflature,  confcious  of  the  injuftjce  that  had 
been  done  him,  under  the  late  tyranny,  admitted  the 
ex-member  into  its  bofom ;  but  as  his  fortune  had 
been  entirely  ruined  by  the  difafters  of  the  31ft  of 
May,  the  reprefentative  of  the  people  did  not  deem 
it  difhonourable  to  earn  his  bread  by  his  induftry. 
He  accordingly  opened  a  bookfeller's  fhop,  where 
he  not  only  fold  his  own  works,  but  took  in  fub- 
fcriptions  for  the  journals,  &c.  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  fuddenly,  in  the  fummer  of  1797. 

Louvet  was  exactly  five  feet  fix  inches  in  height,  of 
a  fallow  complexion,  and  rather  harfh  features. — Being  . 
a  miopS)  he  was  obliged  to  wear  fpe&acles.  But  if  his 
perfon  was  forbidding,  his  wit  was  keen,  his  pen  at 
once  mafculine  and  fatirical ;  his  eloquence  bold  and 
iniinuating  \  daring,  and  at  the  fame  time  correct. 

FERMONT, 

Was  a  republican  of  fome  talents,  and  confiderable 
energy.  He  was  generally  confidered,  as  attached 
to  the  party  of  the  mountain^  and  filled  an  important 
ftation  at  one  very  remarkable  period  of  the  revolu~ 
tion,  having  appeared  in  the  fame  chara&er  in  the 
French,  that  lord  prefident  Bradfhaw  did  in  the 
Eno-lifh  commonwealth:  for  on  the  26th  December 
1 792,  he  prefided  in  the  National  Convention,  when 
Louis  XVI.  appeared  as  a  culprit  at  its  bar. 

It  was  a  dreadful  epoch.  The  patriots  had  le- 
velled the  courtiers  with  the  duft,  and  they  now 
4  began 
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bewail  to  contend  with  each  other.  The  prefident 
muft  be  allowed  to  have  been  placed  in  a  delicate 
fituation  ;  for  it  is  no  eafy  tafk  to  regulate  the  pro- 
ceedings of  a  numerous  body,  agitated  by  contend- 
ing paffions,  inflamed  to  madnefs,  and  adhxated  by  all 
the  rancour  of  political  animofity. 

In  civil  contentions,  it  is  no  fmall  merit  to  have 
cfcaped  cenfure  ;  this  was  exactly  the  cafe  with  Fer- 
ment, who,  like  many  of  his  coadjutors,  has  now  funk 
into  oblivion. 

JARDON. 

■  It  has  been  long  obferved,  that  a  man's  countenance 
is  the  front ifpiece  to  his  heart,  and  yet  that  of  this 
officer  announces  nothing  uncommon,  for  it  is  broad, 
flat,  and  vulgar. 

A  more  extraordinary  or  a  bolder  warrior,  how- 
ever, has  not  occurred  in  modern  times,  for  if 
we  are  to  believe  his  friends,  he  would  charge  an 
army  of  20,000  men,  at  the  head  of  two  companies 
of  grenadiers. 

His  aides  de  ca?np,  his  ordonnances,  his  ftaff 
officers  have  been  frequently  killed  by  his  fide.  He 
never  comes  out  of  an  engagement  without  having 
his  clothes  pierced  with  bullets  ;  he  has  had  feveral 
horfes  (hot  under  him,  and  yet  he  himfelf  never 
received,  during  the  whole  war,  fo  much  as  zfcratcb. 
Thefe  hair-breadth  efcapes  have  rendered  him  daunt- 
lefs,  and  he  gives  out,  that  neither  muflcet  nor  can- 
non ball  have  any  effect  on  his  perfon,  which  can  be 
deftroyed  by  a  mine  alone  1 

R  2  Wonder- 
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Wonderful  inflances  of  his  perfonal  bravery  are 
mentioned  in  the  French  army;  and  among  other 
things  it  is  "pretended,  that  he  routed  N900  Auf- 
trians,  with  only  feventy-fivemen.  This  is  uncom- 
mon, but  not  altogether  incredible,  as  a  panick  might 
have  feized  the  enemy,  or  his  feeble  corps  might 
have  been  miftaken,  for  the  vanguard  of  a  column. 

After  what  has  been  faid,  it  will  perhaps  be  con- 
cluded, that  he  has  been  more  celebrated  on  account 
of  his  heart  than  his  bead*  It  is  exactly  fo,  for 
Jardon  is  a  good  foldier,  but  an  indifferent  general. 

GENERAL    MACDONALD, 

While  many  of  the  Britifh  officers  left  the  fervice 
of  France,  when  a  war  was  apprehended  with  their 
native  country,  this  and  fome  others  deemed  them* 
felves  ftill  authorifed  to  fight  for  the  republick, 

General  Macdonald  is  a  native  of  the  iiles  of  Scot- 
land, and  allied  to  the  chief  of  the  clan  of  the  fame 
name.  He  was  formerly  in  the  fervice  of  Holland, 
but  has  been  a  confiderable  time  in  France,  and 
he  is  ftill  young,  being  not  more  than  thirty-fix 
years  of  age. 

He  made  a  campaign  with  the  army  of  the  north, 
as  general  of  brigade,  and  was  confidered  as  an  ex- 
cellent officer,  but  he  was  difcharged  by  St.  Juft,  on 
account  of  his  name  and  birth,  both  of  which  fa- 
voured of  ariftocracy. 

Souham  fpoke  in  his  favour  to  the  pro-conful,  but 
he  replied ;  "  //  ne  nous  faut^  que  des  republicans 

bien 
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lien  prononces  &  Macdonald  n'a,  ni  la  figure y  ni  le 
nom  (Tun  republican^ 

Sufpicion  was  carried  to  a  dreadful  length  at  this 
period,  for  the  tribunal  of  Arras  about  the  fame 
time,  is  reported  to  have  entered  the  following  brief, 
but  horrible  fentence,  on  record  :  "  N  *  *  *  *  foup- 
fonne  d'etre  fufpeSf^  a  ete  conda?nne  a  mort."  It 
mud  be  allowed,  however,  on  the  other  hand,  that 
the  jacobin  energy,  which  perhaps  faved  France,  has 
been  accufed  of  a  thoufand  crimes,  in  addition  to  thofe 
notorioufiy  committed  by  it. 

M.  Macdonald,  has  had  the  good  fortune  to 
furvive  not  only  the  denunciations  againft  him,  but 
alfo  his  denouncers,  and  is  at  this  moment  a  general 
of  divificn  in  the  army  of  the  Rhine. 

GENERAL   TURREAU. 

Louis^Marie  Turreau,  ferved  originally  in  the 
ranks,  and  pafied  through  alrnoft  every  gradation 
from  that  of  a  private  foldier,  to  that  of  commander 
in  chief.  The  ex-nobles  at  firft,  were  alone  entruft- 
ed  with  the  baton,  as  they  only  were  acquainted  with 
the  higher  branches  of  the  military  fcience.  Their 
conduct,  however,  did  not  altogether  juftify  expecta- 
tion, and  the  cry  foon  refounded  throughout  France, 
m  let, us  emply  fans-culottes  generals,  for  they  have 
an  intereft  in  the  profperity  and  advancement  of  the 
republick." 

The  committees  of  government  at  laft  liftened  to 
the  propoiition,  and  a  multitude  of  Plebeian  comman- 
ders ftarted  up  as  if  by  enchantment,  many  of  whom 

R  3  have 


l86  TURREAU. 

have  performed  eminent  fervices  in  favour  of  their 
country,  while  others,  by  their  ignorance  and  pre- 
emption, have  only  proved  inftrumental  to^ts  misfor- 
tunes. 

Turreau  being  fele£ted  as  the  officer  moft  likely  to 
put  an  end  to  the  Vendean  war,  in  the  courfe  of 
which,  he  had  already  diftinguiflied  himfelf,  in  a 
fubordinate  Situation,  repaired  to  Paris,  on  purpofe  to 
confult  with  the  higher  powers.  By  them,  it  was 
determined,  to  pierce  the  infurgent  diftridts  in  diffe- 
rent direftions,  and  carrying  fire,  havock,and  devas- 
tation, every  where  along  with  them,  to  unite  in  a 
central  point,  in  order  to  render  all  refiftance  ineffec- 
tual. This  was  nearly  the  plan  conceived  by  the 
Englifh  government,  with  a  view  to  fubjugate  Ame- 
rica, and  it  was  defeated  exa&ly  in  the  fame  manner ; 
for  in  both  cafes,  one  of  the  principal  columns  being 
difcomfited  by  the  "  rebels,"  the  whole  projedt  was 
difconcerted  and  abandoned. 

The  new  general,  indeed,  experienced  fome  tem- 
porary and  partial  fucceffes,  but  his  troops  had  been 
already  debauched  by  plunder,  and  to  them,  every 
village  proved  a  Capua  !  It  was  otherwife,  according 
to  his  own  account,  with  the  enemy  whom  he  had 
now  to  oppofe, 

•f  We  ought,"  faid  he  "  to  attribute  in  part,  the 
aftonifliing  fuccefs  of  the  Vendeans,  to  their  fub- 
miffion,  and  their  entire  confidence  in  their  generals 
-and  priefts.  The  latter,  then  confined  to  a  fecondary 
rank,  were  ufeful  co-operators  in  the  common  caufe. 
They  affifted  the  chiefs  moft  powerfully  by  all  the 

manoeuvres 
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manoeuvres  familiar  to  the  apoftles  of  fanaticifm. 
They  reprefented  them  every  where  as  the  faviours 
of  religion  and  royalty;  as  men  appointed  by  God 
himfelfj  to  guide  his  people,  and  protedt  his  wor- 
fhip. 

"  Thefe  priefts  had  of  courfe  the  gift  of  prophecy. 
They  employed  alfo  the  refources  of  magick,  to 
influence  by  means  of  impoftures,  minds  heated, 
and  already  too  much  difpofed  to  enthufiafm,  and  every 
thing  that  favoured  of  the  wonderful,  from  their  igno- 
rance and  fuperftition. 

u  Miracles  were  foon  fpoken  of  in  La  Vendee  : 
here  the  Virgin  had  appeared  in  perfon  to  confecrate 
an  altar  provifionally  ere&ed  in  the  woods; — there 
the  fon  of  God  himfelf  had  defcended  from  Hea- 
ven to  afllft  at  a  benedi&ion  of  the  colours;  in 
another  place  angels  had  been  feen,  adorned  with 
their  wings  and  rays,  announcing  and  promifing 
vi&ory  to  the  defenders  of  the  altar  and  the  throne. 

"  Thefe  fupernatural  occurrences  always  happen- 
ed at  night,  and  often  on  the  eve  of  an  expedition. 
They  formed  the  chief  fubje£t  of  the  fermons  of  the 
day,  in  which  the  preachers,  the  miffionaries  of  the 
party,  warranted  to  the  vidlims  of  the  battle,  a 
glorious  refurreftion  in  this  life*,  as  well  as  the 
other.  To  this  was  added  the  celebration  of  mafs, 
and  the  Vendeans  intoxicated  with  all  the  poifons 


*  (i  It  is  well  known  that  the  Vendeam  believed  for  a  long  time, 
that  they  would  revive  in  three  Jays  after  their  death.  Wives  and 
mothers  ufed  to  preferve  the  bodies  of  their  children  and  their 
hufbands,  for  this  purpofe  !" 

of 
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of  fanaticifm,  quitted  their  churches  only  to  rufh 
upon  the  enemy,  and  faced  the  greateft  dangers  with 
audacity,  fure  either  to  conquer,  or  to  receive  in 
death,  the  palm  of  martyrdom." 

cc  Another  caufe,"  adds  he,  "  contributed  to  give 
the  chiefs  of  La  Vendee  that  defpotick  influence, 
which  wyas  fo  necefTary  to  enable  them  to  govern 
a  party  compofed  of  many  heterogenous  elements. 
In  this  crowd  of  counter-revolutionifts,  which  a  re- 
volt had  rallied  in  Poitou,  there  were  found  men  of 
founding  titles,  and  individuals  of  high  name.  Thofe 
who  had  directed  the  firft  movements  of  the  rebels, 
and  who  for  the  moll  part,  were  but  fimple  country 
gentlemen,  knew  how  to  avail  themfelves  of  circum- 
frances,  fo  as  to  maintain  their  pofition  at  the  head 
of  the  party;  and  they  were  much  fought  after 
and  carefled  by  the  high  nobility,  of  whom  they 
were  only  the  foundatories  —  the  vaffals  in  the 
order  of  the  feudal  hierarchy,  and  who  in  other 
times,  moft  likely  would  have  difdained  theirfuccour 
and  affiftance.  Thus  we  faw  the  Talmonts,  the 
d'Autichamps,  the  Lefcures,  &c.  clofely  conne&ed 
with  obfcure  beings,  fuch  as  Pyron,  Joly,  Stofflet, 
Charette,  &c.  and  the  former  as  well  as  the  latter, 
deemed  themfelves  happy  to  be  the  lieutenants  of 
the  Beauchamps  and  the  d'Elbees. 

u  We  ought  alfo  to  place  in  the  number  of  the 
caufes  of  the  aftoniftiing  profperity  of  the  rebels, 
that  fpecies  of  madnefs,  of  ebriety,  which  they 
derived  from  unexpe&ed  fuccefles.  Thefe  would  of 
cousfe  ferve  to  augment  their  confidence  in  the  ge- 
nerals, 
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nerals,  whofe  efforts  and  talents  were  daily  crowned 
with  vidtory. 

"  Add  to  this,  the  critical-  fituation  of  the  Re- 
publick,  whofe  misfortunes  their  chiefs  took  great 
care  to  exaggerate)  the  rapid  and  victorious  march 
of  the  Auftrian  and  Pruffian  armies  on  our  frontiers; 
the  little  confiftency  of  our  military  forces  in  the 
Weft;  the  hope  to  bring  over  to  the  royalift  party 
the  firft  generals  employed  by  the  Republick  in  La 
Vendee^  or,  at  leaft,  to  lull  them  into  inactivity  ;  the 
(requent  defertions  of  the  troops  of  the  line,  even  of 
confiderable  parts  of  different  corps  fent  to  the  banks 
of  the  Loire;  the  publick  mind -corrupted  in  all  the 
neighbouring  departments  in  confequence  of  the  cor- 
refpondence  and  manoeuvres  of  the  agents,  and  the 
fecret  accomplices  of  the  revolted  citizens ;  about 
200,000  foldiers,  half  of  whom  were  armed  with 
firelocks,  and  already  inured  to  warfare  by  freqirent 
battles,  or  rather  by  twenty  brilliant  vidories,  fo 
connedled  by  local  fituation,  and  by  the  difpofition 
of  their  pofts,  that  if  I  may  be  allowed  to  exprefs 
myfelf,  they  feemed  to  form  but  one  fquare  battalion 
placed  on  a  central  point,  the  diagonals  of  which 
they  traverfed  alternately  in  raaffes  of  30,000,  40^000 
and  50,000  men.5' 

Such  was  the  enemy  the  republicans  had  to  con^ 
tend  with,  and  fuch  the  obftacles  to  the  conclufion 
of  the  Vendean  war.  This  war  had  now  become 
or*e  of  the  chief  misfortunes  of  the  ftate,  and  a  fource 
of  infinite  calamity.  The  Convention,  aroufed  at 
its   difafters,   palled  a  decree  for  putting  an  end  to 

it 
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it  within  the  period  of  lefs  than  a  month;  and  Bar- 
rere,  confiding  in  the  certainty  of  fuccefs,  had  al- 
ready declared .  from  the  tribune,  M  thai} La  Vendee 
was  no  more.!  " 

The  leaft  check  in  the  career  of  victory,  after 
this,  was  intolerable,  and  accordingly  the  indignation 
of  the  committees  fell  on  poor  Turreau,  who  perhaps 
wifhed  himfelf  once  more  in  the  ranks,  when  he  was 
put  under  arreft,  and  transferred  from  the  marquee 
of  a  general,  to  a  prifon  in  Paris. 

He,  however,  was  foon  after  permitted  to  remain 
in  cuflody  at  his  own  apartments,  and  as -the  want 
of  talents,  equal  to  fo  mighty  a  conteft,  could  alone 
be  imputed  to  him  (for  he  pofiefied  both  zeal  and 
courage)  he  was  at  length  fet  at  liberty. 

The  high  rank  attained  by  Turreau,  to  the  duties 
of  which  he  was  wholly  incompetent,  will  of  courfe 
prevent  him  from  ferving  his  country  in  any  inferiour 
lituation.  Had  he  not  been  fo  prematurely  raifed  to 
the  fupreme  military  authority,  he  might  in  time 
have  diftinguifhed  himfelf.  It  appears  evident,  how- 
ever, that  in  refpect  to  his  qualities  he  is  better  cal- 
culated for  the  leader  of  a  forlorn  hope,  than  the 
commander  of  a  gr&t  army. 

M.  d'elbee. 

The  war  of  La  Vendee  has  been  the  moft  obfti- 
nate  and  bloody  of  any  entered  into  by  the  new 
Republick.  Commencing  among  the  inhabitants  of 
Lower  Poitou,  its  origin  was  fuperftition ;  its  abet- 
tors were  the  priefts  and  nobles  ;  it  was  accompanied 

with 
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with  honours  until  then  unknown;  and  its  duration 
may  be  attributed  to  the  ignorance,  the  mi  (manage- 
ment, and  not  unfrequently  the  injuftice  and  feverity 
©f  the  generals  emplojed  to  finilh  it. 

Alarmed,  inftead  of  being  animated,  at  the  cry  of 
liberty,  the  very  name  of  which  they  were  taught  to 
dread  as  a  peftilence,  the  peafantry  of  the  weftern 
departments  flew  to  arms,  in  behalf  of  the  clergy, 
who  kept  their  minds  in  thraldom,  and  of  their  feig- 
neurs)  in  whofe  eyes  they  were  not  confidered  as 
men  but  \rarTals,  or,  in  other  words,  {laves.  Such  is 
the  empire  of  prejudice^ — fuch  are  the  triumphs  of 
fuperftition  ! 

The  diftrifts  of  Ploermel  and  Pokier  produced 
*r  the  rebels  of  Morbihan,"  who  aflembled  in  the 
woods,  and  faw  their  fields  laid  waftq,  and  themfelvQS 
expofed  to  famine,  mifery,and  death, in  order  to  hear 
mufs ! 

Laval  et  La  Gravelle,  theforefts  of  LePertre  and 
La  Guerche  formed  the  cradle  of  the  Chouans^  fo 
called  from  three  brothers,  originally  fmugglers,  and 
who  naturally  adapted  all  the  ftratagems  ufually  dif- 
piayed  in  a  contraband  trade,  to  a  predatory  warfare. 
Thefe  were  fuecefiively  under  the  direftion  of  the 
Prince  de  Talmont,  the  Count  de  Boukinvilliers, 
and  M.  or  rather  the  Chevalier  de  Puifaye,  formerly 
adjutant-general  under  Felix  Wimpfen,  and  fince 
commander  in  chief  during  the  unfortunate  and  dif- 
graceful  expedition  to  Quiberon. 

But  the  mod  formidable  of  the  infurgents  were 
produced  in  the  fait  marches  of  Poitou,  a  flat  and 

open 
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open  country  bounded  by  the  fea ;  interfered  by 
canals;  difficult  of  accefs,  even  in  fummer;  deftitute  of 
carriage  roads  at  anytime;  and  in  winter,  abfolutely 
impenetrable  to  a  regular  army.  The  inhabitants 
were  markfmen,  and  with  them,  as  with  the 
American  riflemen,  every  tree,  every  bufli,  every 
enclofure,  ferved  all  the  purpofes  of  a  regular  forti- 
fication. To  the  invader  the  country  appeared  de- 
fclate ;  but  as  he  advanced,  the  enemy  feemed  to  rife 
both  out  of  the  water  and  the  land,  and  attacked  his 
troops  with  inconceivable  fiercenefs.  Were  they 
routed  ?  their  retrograde  movement  was  performed 
with  wonderful  celerity,  and  each  individual,  de- 
pending on  himfelf  alone,  difplayed  a  dexterity 
equally  calculated  to  fiirprife  and  aftonifh  his  adver- 
faries,  being  often  like  the  Parthian,  moft  dreadful 
in  retreat. 

A  canal  or  marfh  inftantly  put  a  (lop  to  the  re- 
publican foldier ;  but  thefe  were  the  means  of  the 
royalift's  triumph,  for,  with  his  mufket  in  a  fling 
behind,  he  would  leap  from  bank  to  bank  of  the  one, 
by  means  of  a  long  pole,  and  crofs  the  other  in  his 
nioley  or  little  punt :  after  this,  woe  to  his  purfuer, 
if  he  appeared  within  gun-fliot !  Such  were  the  men 
led  by  Charette. 

Of  all  the  inhabitants  of  France,  the  Poiftevin  is 
the  moft  ignorant,  and  Poitou  has  accordingly  beeijt 
at  once  the  cradle  and  the  theatre  of  religious  wars, 
and  civil  commotions, 

Le  Bocagc  and  Le  Loroux,  the  former  in  Poitou, 
3  and 
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and  the  latter  in  Anjou,  and  partly  in  Britanny,  form 
the  diftricT:  properly  called  La  Vendee  *.  The  coun- 
try is  fertile;  the  people  poflefs  all  the  qualities  of 
heroifm,  knowledge  and  humanity  excepted;  and 
they  hoifled  the  white  flag  fo  early  as  March  ioth, 
1793,  but  they  had  been  in  a  ftate  of  commotion 
from  the  very  beginning  of  the  revolution. 

M,  D'Elbee,  although  elected  generalijjimo^  had 
only  a  fxngle  vote  in  the  fovereign  council  at  Cha- 
tillon,  which  confided  of  Lefcure,  Stofflet,  Fleuriot, 
and  Beauchamp,  and  where  Bernard  de  Marigny 
prefided. 

D^'Elb6e  was  a  native  of  Poitou,  and  by  birth  a 
noble.  His  fortune  being  but  flender,  and  his  inte- 
reft  far  from  eonfiderable  at  Verfailles,  he  entered 
into  the  fervice  of  Saxony ;  but  not  meeting  with 
that  rapid  preferment  which  could  alone  gratify  an 
ambitious  mind,  he  retired  in  difguft,  and  on  his 
return  to  France  got  a  lieutenancy  in  the  Dauphin 
regiment  of  cavalry.  On  being  refufed  a  company, 
he  once  more  threw  up  hiscommiflion,  and  withdrew 
to  his  caftle  near  Beaupreau.  There,  inftead  of 
joining  the  part.ifans  of  liberty,  as  might  have  been 
expeaed,  after  the  flight  that  had  been  thrown  upon 
him,  he  in  fecrct  meditated  an  infurreclion  in  favour 
of  that  court  which  had  treated  his  pretenfions  with 
•neglect. 

D'Elbee  was  admirably  fitted,  both  by  nature  and 
education,  for  the  fituation  to  which  he  was  deftined 


At  one'tjme,  this  much-dreaded  name  included  the  greater  part 
of  fix  infurgent  departments ! 
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by  fortune.  Pofieffed  of  a  ready  eloquence,  he  was 
calculated  to  be  the  leader  of  a  party.  A  confum- 
mate  foldier,  he  prevailed  on  the  Vendeans  to  fight 
in  the  manner  moft  fuited  to  the  nature  of  the  coun- 
try,  and  the  genius  of  the  people.  He  was  acute, 
fubtle,  and  argumentative,  at  the  council  board  :  in  a 
popular  aflembly,  his  oratory  was  at  once  mafculine 
and  perfuafive,  and  his  a&ion  and  tone  were  always 
in  ftricl:  unifon  with  his  fubje&j  hut  when  in  private 
with  the  fanaticks,  he  affe&ed  to  be  infpired,  fore- 
boded events,  and  a&ually  prognofticated  the  inter- 


vention of  the  Divinity.  It  was  a  fecond  edition  of 
Oliver  holding  "  holy  converfe  "  with  the  u  Agita- 
tors5' in  his  army. 

In  this  part  of  his  million  he  was  faithfully  fe- 
conded  #by  the  priefts,  who  performed  miracles  in 
publick,  and  brought  down  the  Virgin  from  Heaven, 
to  conkcvztQprovifional  chapels  erecSted  in  the  woods ; 
aflift  at  the  benediction  of  colours  ;  and  promife  cer- 
tain victory  to  the  defenders  of  the  altar  and  the 
throne ! 

D'Elbee'organifed  and  armed  the  military  force  in 
La  Vendee,  the  inhabitants  of  which  had  begun  the 
war  with  pitchforks  and  bludgeons ;  but  he  was  foon 
deferted  by  Charette,  who  became  jealous  of  his  re- 
putation,  and  afpired  to  the  chief  command. 

During   the  firft  three  or  four  months,  he  fpared 

his  prifoners  ;  but  at  the  end  of  that  period,  he  put 

them  to  death,  and,  if  his  enemies  are  to  be  credited, 

prolonged  their  exiftence  by  means  of  the  moft  cruel 

tortures. 

Hap- 
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Happening  to  receive  a  wound  at  the  battle  of 
Chollet,  he  took  refuge  in  the  ifland  of  Noirmoutier, 
where,  being  feized  by  Gen.  Turreau,  he  was  foon 
after  (hot.  This  difaftrous  fate  occurred  in  the  42d 
year  of  his  age.  He  was  fo  weak,  that  he  was 
obliged  to  be  carried  to  the  place  of  execution,  and 
died  with  great  firmnefs,  equally  lamented  by  ^ 
followers,    and  detefted   by  his    enemies. 

By  the  former  he  was  in  fome  meafure  adored  on 
account  of  his  zeal,  his  talents,  his  almcft  uninter- 
rupted fuccefs,  and  his  pretended  communication 
with  the  Virgin;  for  of  this  they  had  no  doubt. 
They  were  taught  Co  to  believe  by  the  holy  fraud  of 
their  priefts;  and  he  himfelf  had  frequently  demon- 
ftrated  his  divine  miffion  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to 
filence  the  poffibility  of  doubt ! 

By  the  latter  he  was  confidered  as  a  fuccefsful 
demon—a  Moloch,  in  the  (hape  of  a  man — who 
ere&ed  his  bloody  altars  amidft  the  groans  of  his 
vi£lims,  exulted  in  their  excruciating  agonies,  and, 
with  a  barbarous  policy,  lengthened  out  their  lives, 
that  his  diabolical  vengeance  might  be  gratified  with 
their  protra&ed  fufferings. 

M.    GASTON, 

Or,  as  he  is  more  properly  termed^  M.  de  Gafton,  by 
which  prefix  he  claims  the  honours  of  nobility^ 
Was  a  native  of  the  fouth  of  France.  The  name 
is  very  ancient,  and  not  unknown  to  the  hiftory  of 
his  country;  one  of  his  anceftors ?was  celebrated 
during   the  reign  of  Henry  IV.     EJe  himfelf  was 
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Wn  in  1746,  at  Foix,  the  little  capital  of  a  final! 
county  of  the  fame  name,  frtuated  in  Upper  Lan- 
guedoc.  \ 

Like  fnoft  of  the  provincial  nohlejfe,  he  endea- 
voured to  illuftrate  himfelf  by  the  profeffion  of  arms : 
to  fight  for  the  Grand  Mcnarque  was  the  only  em- 
ployment that  a  man  of  birth  thought  worthy  of  bis 
deftiny;  commerce  (except  in  one  province  alone) 
would  have  rendered  him  almoft  infamous;  the 
plough  would  have  difhonoured  him  any  where ;  if 
he  happened  to  be  poor,  it  was  with  his  fword  alone 
that  he  was  to  carve  out  an  income !  In  this  point 
of  view  he  was  a  mere  foldier  of  fortune,  ready  to 
fight  in  any  caufe,  and  perhaps,  from  a  congeniality 
of  fentiment,  incident  to  and  infeparable  from  an  ar- 
bitrary government,  the  greater  part  of  the  officers 
of  the  French  army  were  far  more  indignant  at  fup- 
porting  liberty  in  America,  than  overturning  it  in 
Corfica. 

Gafton  was  educated  with  fome  care,  and  being 
cteftined  for  the  artillery,  had  a  fmattering  of  mathe- 
maticks.  He  did  not  remain  long,  however,  in  that 
celebrated^0r/>j;  for,  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  we  find 
him  in  the  regiment  de  Piedmont.  Pofleffing  a.  de- 
cided advantage  over  the  officers  of  the  line  by  his 
early  purfuits,  he  foon  attained  the  rank  of  aid-major, 
which  is  fimilar  to,,  but  more  honourable,  than  the 
office  of  adjutant  in  our  fervice.  In  1780,  he  re- 
ceived the  ccrrjmiffion  of  major;  in  1789,  at  the 
memorable  period  of  the  revolution,  when  authorities 
of  all  kinds  began  to  lofe  much  of  the  refpeft  ufually 

attached 


M.    GASTON.  197 

attached  to  them,  he  called  his  colonel  out  *,  and  the 
duel,  as  ufual,  being  decided  with  the  fword,  and  the 
vi£tory  happening  to  declare  in  favour  of  the  infe- 
riour  officer,  the  commandant  quitted  the  field  with 
a  wound,  which  although,  in  the  language  of  the 
army,  conclufive  as  to  the  point  of  honour,  did  not 
prove  mortal. 

In  1790,  he  became  major  in  the  regiment  de 
Hainault,  having  exchanged,  moft  probably,  on  ac- 
count of  the  affair  juft  alluded  to. 

This  corps  was  ill  difciplined,  and  Gafton,  in  his 
turn,  began  to  a£t  the  Martinet.  As  there  is  no  ar- 
gument like  that  of  a  blow,  inftead  of  employing  the 
circuitous  road  of  reafon  and  perfuafion,  he  recurred 
to  his  cane,  which  to  him  was  both  fhorter  and  eafier. 
This  was  not  fo  readily  Jlomached  by  thofe  who  had 
heard  of  the  Rights  of  Man\  and  as  they  happened 
to  be  in  a  very  patriotick  department,  and  more  than 
gueffed  at  his  ariftocratical  principles,  notwithftand- 
ing  he  had  lately  frequented  the  popular  focietiesy 
and  affe&ed  the  language  and  manners  of  the  demo- 
crats, they  threatened  him  with  the  lanterne. 

On  this  occafion  he  had  recourfe  to  <a  ftratagem 
that  proved  fuccefsful,  and  encouraged  him  to  culti- 
vate a  talent  with  which  he  feemed  peculiarly  gifted. 
Having  repaired  to  the  jacobin  fociety  of  Bedfort, 
where  the  regiment  was  quartered,  he  lamented  in 

*  His  difpute  with  this  officer,  feems  to  have  originated  in  very 
laudable  motives  :  for  it  proceeded  from  his  extreme  feverity,  the 
colonel  being  what  is  termed  a  great  difcipVinarian  j  in  other  words*  a 
great  tyrant. 
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the  mod  forcible  terms  that  many  individuals  of  the 
Hainault,  were  averfe  to  the  new  order  of  things, 
and  had  aflually  confpired  againft  him,  on  account  of 
his  patriot!  fm  ! 

Having  thus  clofed  their  Argus  eyes,  and  lulled  all 
their  fufpicions  to  fecurity,  the  moment  of  revenge 
approached.     An  order  was  inftantly  given,  to  beat 
to  arms,  and  when  the  foldiers  were  affembled  on  the 
parade,    he  gave  the  word,  for  forming  a   circle. 
Then  in  the  hearing  of  an  immenfe  crowd  of  patriots, 
affembled  on  this  interefting  occafion,  he  delivered  a 
fpeech  truly  revolutionary,  in  which,  in  the  moft  ex- 
aggerated terms,  he  condemned  the  adherents  of  the 
'  ancient  tyranny,  and  lamented  that  their  manoeuvres 
fhould  have  proved  To  fuccefsful,  in  a  corps  devoted 
to   the  caufe  of  liberty.      The  foldiers,  aftoniihed 
at  what    they  now  heard,   began  to    imagine    they 
themfelves   had   been  deceived,    and    burning  with 
indignation,    that    they   fhould  have   been    prevail- 
ed upon,  to   fufpecl  the  principles  of  fo  decided  a 
jacobin,  they  inftantly  gave  up  the  agitators,  who 
were  marched  from  the  field  as  prifoners,  and  con- 
duced under  an  efcort,  to  be  punifhed  at  the  next 
garrifon.    ' 

So  convinced  were  the  jacobins  of  his  attachment 
to  their  caufe,  that  they  interceded  for,  and  actually 
procured  him  the  colonelcy  of  the  regiment  of  Rouf-  " 
illlon.  The  deception,  however,  was  very  grofs, 
more  efpecially  as  Gafton,  who  was  of  too  intriguing 
a  difpofition  to  remain  quiet,  is  faid  to  have  carried  on 
a  correfpondence  at  the  fame  time  with  de  Bouilleand 

La 
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La  Fayette.  Accordingly,  his  conduit  foon  gave  oc- 
cafion  for  diftruft,  and  he  is  reported  to  have  been 
betrayed  by  his  own  miftrefs,  who  happened  to  be 
more  in  love  with  liberty  than  with  him  !  In  con- 
fequence  of  this  difcovery,  he  found  it  necefTary  to 
emigrate,  and  deemed  himfelf  peculiarly  fortunate  in 
efcaping  from  the  territories  of  France.  Having  re- 
paired to  Coblentz,  then  the  head-quarters  of  the 
malecontents,  he  expected  to  be  received  by  the 
princes  with  open  arms,  but  he  was  deceived.  To 
the  honour  of  the  pure  royali/ls,  who,  on  this  occa- 
fion,  exhibit  more  honefty  than  policy,  they  will 
adhiit  no  equivocal  characters  within  the  pale  ofoheir 
communion  ;  and  thofe  who  have  even  temporlfed^ 
are  always  confidered,  as  labouring  under  an  almeft 
indelible  ftain. 

Gafton,  therefore,  was  not  permitted  to  join  the 
army  of  the  prince  of  Conde,  in  order  to  ait  with 
that  little  heroick  band,  which  was  denied  the  plea- 
fure  of  fpilling  its  blood  in  France,  and  has  been 
at  length  relegated  to  the  icy  regions  of  the  north, 
regardlefs  of  its  claims,  to  participate  in  the  unfor- 
tunate conteft. 

He  was  allowed,  however,  to  difplay  his  talents  on 
another  theatre,  the  blood-ftained  fields  of  La  Vendee^ 
and  he  accordingly  re-entered  France,  and  joined  the 
infurgents.  It  was  there,  along  with  the  d'Auti- 
champs,  the'  d'Elbees,  and  the  Stofflets,  that  he  ex- 
pofed  his  life  to  daily  hazard,  in  order  to  obtain  re- 
nown, and  wipe  away  ignominy.  In  point  of  bravery, 
he.  had  many  rivals  \  but  he  had  few  equals,  in  re- 

fpedt 
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fpeft  to  the  knowledge  of  tadtics/  the  details  of  fer- 
vice,  and  the  minutiae  of  difcipline.  He  was  ac- 
quainted with  all  the  refinements  of  modern  warfare, 
and  no  one  better  underftood  the  advantage's  of  or- 
ganization. At  the  firft  glance,  he  faw  the  folly  of 
contending  againft  regular  troops,  by  means  of  fcythes 
and  pitch-forks  !  Fire  arms  were  at  length  procured, 
partly  from  the  vanquifhed  battalions,  and  partly 
from  England;  cannon  too,  in  immenfe  quantities, 
were  alfo  feized,  but  they  were  cumbrous  in  a  wooded 
country,  and  where  there  was  not  wood,  there  gene- 
rally were  morafles,  fo  that  at  laft  they  fell  into 
difufe  :  the  mufket  decided  every  thing.  As  to  the 
bayonet,  that  fimple,  but  formidable  instrument  of 
human  vengeance,  it  alfo,  from  local  motives,  was 
but  feldom  brought  into  a&ion.  Unaccuflomed  to 
its  effe£ts,  the  Vendean  preferred  to  fire  from  behind 
the  fhelter  of  a  tree,  or  from  amidft  the  rufhes  of  a 
marfh. 

Among  fuch  men,  the  acquirements  of  a  Gafton 
were  highly  prized,  and  looked  upon  as  fomewhat 
fupernatural  ;  more  efpecially  as  he  was  generally 
fuccefsful.  He  confequently  became  one  of  their 
chiefs,  and  the  republick  holding  the  fword  in  one 
hand,  and  the  olive  branch  in  the  other,  was  at 
length  forced  to  treat  with  him,  and  the  other  lea- 
ders ;  he  in  particular  received  the  promife  of  a 
penfion. 

Soon  after  Hoche,  by  a  rare  union  of  humanity 
and  intrepidity,  had  put  an  end  to  the  troubles  of  La 
Fcndie^  a  real  or  pretended  confpiracy,  on  the  part 

of 
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of  che  generals  in  the  late  infurreftion,  laid  all  th'eif 
future  hopes  in  the  duft. 

Some  were  imprifoncd  ;  fome  executed.  The 
fate  of  Gaflon,  is  uncertain  :  had  he  been  adif/itted 
to  the  crown  of  'martyr do?n,  his  death,  would  doubt-* 
iefs  have  been  celebrated  with  the  fame  folemnities 
as  that  of  Stoffiet  *,  for  he  had  made  his  peare  with 
the  French  princes,  and  all  his  pofitical  wanderings 
during  the  early  part  of  the  revolution,  were  oblite- 
rated even  in  the  minds  of  the  Jiauficheji  royalijl^ 
by  his  recent  adtions.  It  is  moll  probable,  that  h& 
either  remains  concealed  in  the  unexplored  faftnefles 
of  Poitou^the  fcene  of  his  former  triumphs  !)  or 

that  he  is  wandering  at  this  moment,  a  fugitive,  in 

- — ■ — «    »•  ■»       ..      ■ » ■ ■■ —       I- "  ■    

*  A  folemn  fervice  was  cejebrated  for  the  foul  of  general  StofHet. 
The  following  is  &  copy  of  a  letter  which  the  prince  of  Conde" re- 
ceived from  Louis  XVJII.  on  this  fubjecV;  it  is  dated  Verona, 
March  17,  1795  : 

"  I  this  in  riant  learn,  my  dear  coufin,  the  melancholy  news  of 
the  death  of  general  Stofflet,  a  victim  to  his  courage,  and  love  of 
his  God,  his  country,  and  his  king. 

"  My  regret  is  augmented  by  the  impoffibility  of  perfonally 
rendering  the  honours  which  are  due  to  him,  from  all  truly  French 
foldiers.  Supply  my  place  my  dear  coufin  ;  caufe  a  folemn  fer- 
vice  to  be  celebrated  for  this  brave  man,  and  aflrft  yourfelf  at 
the  head  of  thofe  valiant  gentlemen  whom  J  have  confided  you 
with  the  command  of. 

"  A  general  exprefllon  of  forrow  and  efteem  will  refound  from 
the  banks  of  the  Rhine  to  thofe  of  the  Loire,  where  the  brave 
royalifts  of  the  interiour,  deplore  at  this  inftant  the  lofs  of  one 
of  their  chiefs:  it  will  teach  the  univerfe  that  good  Frenchmen, 
wherever  they  are,  have  hut  one  heart  and  one  foul. 

"  Adieu,  my  dear  coufin,  you  know  my  fentiments  for  you. 

(Signed)  «  LOUIS/' 

fome 
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fome  country  of  Europe,  that  (till  dares  to  fhelter  the 
enemies  of  the  "great  nation.'9 

M.  de  Gafton  is  now  about  fifty-two  years  old. 
In  refpedt  to  appearance,  his  features  are  harfh  ; 
he  is  fhort  in  ftature,  but  ftout,  mufcular,  and  ad- 
mirably calculated  for  fuftaining  fatigue,  and  en- 
during the  feverities  of  military  fervice. 

His  courage  is  exemplary,  and  his  knowledge  of 
the  art  of  war,  fuch  as  jails  to  the  lot  of  few  in- 
feriour  officers.  As  a  partifan,  therefore,  he  muft 
be  allowed  to  have  poffeffed  fuperiour  merit. 

He  is  faid  to  be  gifted  in  a  peculiar  manner,  with 
the  art  of  perfuafion,  and  if  we  are  to  believe  thofe 
who  know  him  intimately,  he  has  both  tears  and 
words  at  command,  on  every  occafion,  when  either 
can  prove  effectual. 

BEYSSER. 

When  Gorfas,  Louvet,  Pethion,  Guadet,  and  feve- 
ral  other  profcribed  members.,  had  repaired  to  Caen, 
in  order  to  counteract  the  mountain,  by  means  of 
a  Departmental  Insurrection,  they  found 
themfelves  at  a  great  lofs  for  commanders.  They 
were  promifed  the  armed  force  of  eight  departments, 
but  they  wanted  fkilful  officers  to  command  them. 

At  Lifieux,  near  Caen,  they  had  an  interview  with 
Beyffer,  who  offered  his  fervices  to  them.  He  had 
carried  arms  in  the  war  of  La  Fendee^zni  diftinguifh- 
ed  himfelf  againft  the  royalifts,  in  the  affair  of  Nantes, 
on  the  20th.  of- May.  He  was  a  bad  general,  but  a 
raoft  excellent  partifan  \  a  kind  of  colonel  of  Hufiars, 

admirably, 
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admirably  calculated  for  a  coup  de  main,  and  the 
propec  man  to  lead  a  battalion,  with  drums  beat- 
ing and  colours  flying,  to  the  fquare  of  the  Car- 
rouzel. 

Wimpfen,  a  noted  royal i ft,  by  a  ftrange  miftake, 
was  appointed  commander  in  chief.  He  refufed  to 
employ  BeyfTer ;  BeyfTer,  by  way  of  revenge,  en- 
deavoured to  debauch  the  whole  of  the.  cavalry,  and 
thinking  that  this  exploit  had  enabled  him  to  make 
his  peace  with  the  inountain,  he  returned  to  Paris; 
Being  found  however,  to  be  one  of  thofe  mfen,  whom 
even  treachery  could  not  truft,  he  was  foon  after 
imprifoned,  and  guillotined  ! 

JLAZARE,   ci-devant  ST.  meard,  and   his  fellow- 
prifoners  in  the  Abb  aye. 

Fortune  appears  fometimes  to  take  delight  in  (pott- 
ing with  the  deftiny  of  certain  individuals  ;  and  in  the 
fate  of  fuch,  we  always  become  pculiarly  interefted. 
The  hair-breadth  efcapes  in  battle;  the  romantick  but 
perilous  events  attendant  on  fhipwreck ;  the  critical 
prefervation  from  the  devouring  element  of  fire ;  all 
naturally  aftonifh  and  delight  us:  for,  in  fpite  of  the 
gloomy  reveries  of  fome  pretended  philofophers,  man 
is  naturally  good  ! 

But  if  we  are  actuated  by  furprize,  if  we  are  faf- 
cinated  with  pleafure,  at  the  deliverance  of  our  fel- 
low men,  from  difficulties  that  occur  daily,  how 
much  more  (hall  we  be  aftonifiied  and  rejoiced  at  the 
efcape  of  an  individual,  from  a  maffacre  of  St.  Bar- 
tholomew, undertaken  under  the  aufpices  of  a  fen- 
3  guinary 
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guinary  king,  or  a  ftill  more  recent  one,  during  the 
exiftence  of  a  bloody  and  ferocious  -anarchy  ? 

Jourgniac  Saint  Meard,  who,  fin£ex  the  efta- 
blifhment  of  the  republick,  has  exchanged  this  name 
for  that  of  "  citizen  Lazare,"  appertained  to  the 
<xrder  of  nobles,  and  refided  occafionally  at  the  caftle 
of  St.  Meard.  While  the  peafants  were  burning 
the  chateaus  of  the  neighbouring  lords,  his  tenants 
placed  a  may-pole  in  his  court-yard,  and  danced 
around  it:  this  circumftance  does  him  infinite  ho- 
nour. The  decree  for  annihilating  feudal  privileges, 
bereaved  him  of  half  his  fortune,  and  made  him 
at  firft  difcontented  with  £he  hew  ordpr  of  things, 
but  he  was  warmly  attached  to  the  caufe  of  liberty, 
anc 'hated  on  this  account  by  bis  own  clafs.  Like  the 
greater  part  of  that  body,  he  made  the  profefiion  of 
arms  his  ftudy,  and  attained  the  rank  of  captain- 
commandant  des  chajfturs  du  regiment  d'infanterie 
du  roL  He  was  prefent  at  the  affair  of  Nanpy^  #nd 
experienced  a.  feries  of  gangers  during  that  eventful 
period,  which  more  than  .once,  had  nearly  proved 
fatal  to  hinu:-  The  regiments  du  Roi^  Mejire  de 
Comfit  Chdte#uvieux^  and  feveral  battalions  of  na- 
tional guards^  nominated  him  their  general,  and  for- 
ced him  againft  his  inclination,  to  condudl  them  to 
Luneville,  in  order  to  take  genera]  Malfeigne  from 
the  Carabeneers.  This  was  a  trying  occafion,  and 
he  had  a  narrow  efcape,  but  it  was  nothing  to 
what  he  was  deflined  to  experience  a. few  months 
afterwards. 

Being, 
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Being,  like  moft  of  the  military  chiefs  of  that  day, 
an  avowed  royalijl^  the  capture,  imprifonment,  and 
decapitation  of  the  king,  could  not  be  indifferent  to 
him.  He  did  not,  however,  attempt  to  efcape,  and 
become  an  emigrant :  on  the  contrary,  he  appears  to 
have  employed  his  talents  in  literary  competitions, 
in  favour  of  his  party,  and  was  a  conftant  corre- 
fpondent  to  what  were  then  termed  the  counterre- 
volutionary gazettes. 

At  length  the  reign  of  terrour  approached,  and  a 
few  deteftable  chara&ers  having  acquired  a  prepon- 
derance in  the  capital,  conceived  the  horrid  plan  of 
deluging  it  with  blood.  The  municipality,  at  that 
time  confifting  principally  of  foreigners,  took  the 
lead  in  this  fcene  of  horrours,  and  caufed  a  general 
fweep  to  be  mad^e,  of  all  whom  they  prefumed  to 
confider  as  fufpefted perfons.  St.  Meard,  among  a 
crowd  of  other,  unfortunates,  was  arretted  on  the 
22d  of  Auguft,  carried  to  the  *  Mairie^  at  nine 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  detained  there  until' 
eleven  at  night.  His  fubfequent  adventures,  will 
come  with  a  better  grace  from  himfelf  than  any 
other  perfon,  and  they  fhall  be  related  as  nearly  as 
poffible,  word  for  word.  In  addition  to  the  interell 
we  are  naturally  inclined  to  take,  in  the  fufferings  of 
an  individual,  here  will  be  found  a  variety  of  "parti- 
1  culars  relative  to  this  dark  and. Clocking  confpiracy, 
1  and  it  may  perhaps  be  permitted  to  add,  that  it  con- 

*  The  residence  of  the  mayor. 

T  tains 
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tains  the  rnoft.  minute  account  hitherto  puWiflicd  of 
this  difgraceful  period  in  the  French  hiftory. 

"  j'ENTENDS  ENCORE  LEURS  CRIS  i  LEURS  LA- 
MENTABLES  CRIS."      Merope.  Volt. 

"  After  I  had  been  arretted,  two  perfons,  without 
doubt  members  of  the  committee,  made  me  enter 
an  apartment  \  one  of  them,  overcome  with  fa- 
tigue fell  afleep,  the  other  afked  me,  if  I  was  M. 
Jourgniac  Saint  Meard  ?  I  replied  in  the  affirmative, 
on  which  he  defired  me  to  fit  down,  adding,  u  we 
are  all  equal — be  feated."  He  then  told  me,  that  I 
was  fufpeited  of  being  the  editor  of  Le  Journal  de  la 
Cour  et  de  la  Ville,  and  that  Gautier,  whofe  name 
had  been  affixed  to  it,  was  a  mere  man  of  Jiraw* 
I  offered  to  give  him  my  word  of  honour^  that  he 
was  miftaken,  but  he  replied,  that  it  was  ridiculous 
to  talk  now  about  honour*.  He  then  told  me,  I  had 
been  accufed  of  going  to  the  frontiers ;  I  replied 
that  I  had  not  been  out  of  Paris,  for  twenty-three 

months. 

"  Aie  you  acquainted  with  M.  Durofoi,  editor  of 
the  Gazette  de  Paris  P* 

"  Only  by  reputation — I  never  faw  him  in  my 
life."       ; 

"  This  aftonifhes  me,  for  a  letter  from  you,  has 
been  found  among  his  papers — it  will  not,  however, 
prove  of  any  diflervice  to  you — it  contains  only  a  copy 
of  the  fpeech  you  made  to  the    chajfeurs  of  your 


•4H, 


*  "  Eh  !  Monfieuiy  il  n'eft  plus  queftion  de  parole  d*hon- 
lU'ur.—  ". 

company 
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company  daring  the  infqrre&ion  of  Nancy.— -But  are 
you  not  a  chevalier  de  St.  Louis  ?" — u  Yes,  fir— " 

"  Why  do  not  you  wear  the  crofs  then  ?" 

cc  Here  it  is,  I  have  worn  it  conftantly  for  the 
laft  fix  years." 

"  This  is  fufficient  for  to-day — I  fhall  go  and  tell 
the  committee  that  you  are  here." 

u  Be  kind  enough  to  inform  the  members  at  the 
fame  time,  that  if  juftice  be  done  me,  I  {hall  be  fet 
at  liberty,  for  I  am  neither  editor,  nor  recruiting 
officer  for  the  princes,  nor  confpirator,  nor  denun- 


ciator." 


A  few  minutes  afterwards,  three  foldiers  made  their 
appearance,  and  gave  me  a  fignal,  in  confequence  of 
which,  I  followed  them.  When  we  had  reached  the 
court,  they  invited  me  to  get  into  a  hackney  coach 
along  with  them  ;  and  this  being  complied  with,  they 
ordered  the  driver  to  carry  us  to  the  Hotel  du  Fau- 
bourg Saint  Germain. 

No  fooner  had  we  arrived  at  this  hotel,  itfhich 
proved  to  be  the  Abbaye  *,  than  they  prefented  ine 
along  vyith  a  little  billet  to  the  jailer,  who  after  hav- 
ing hoped  as  ufual,  that  my  detention  would  not  prove 
long,  caufed  me  to  be  conducted  to  a  large  hall, 
which  ferved  as  a  chapel  to  the  prifoners  under  the 
old  government  j  I  counted  nineteen  unfortunates, 


*  A  famous  prifon,  formerly  the  palace  of  the  afchbiftiop  of 
Paris. 
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extended  on  coarfe  beds,  made  out  of  hemp ;  I  was 
accommodated  with  that  of 

M.  DANGREMONT, 

Whofe  head  had  been  cut  off  only  two  days  be- 
fore !  That  very  afternoon,  when  we  were  about  to 

fit  down  to  dinner, 

M.    CHA^TEREINE, 

Colonel  of  the  conftitutional  troops  of  the  king's 
houfehcld,  ftabbed  himfelf  three  times  fucceffively 
with  a  knife,  after  exclaiming*  :  "  we  are  all  deftined 
to  be  mdlacred  .  .  .  .  My  God,  I  fly  to  you  !"  He 
died  tvo  minut.es  after. 

On  the  23d  I  drew  up  a  memorial,  in  which  I 
unmuiked  the  turpitude  of  thofe  who  had  denounced 
me  \  of  this,  I  tranfmitted  copies  to  the  minifter  of 
juftice,  to  my  feclion,  to  the  committee  of  infpe&ion, 
and  to  all  whom  I  thought  likely  to  feel  for  the  in- 
juftice  under  which  I  laboured. 

At  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon, 

M.  DUROSOI, 

Editor  of  the  Gazette  de  Paris,  became  one  of 
the  companions  of  our  misfortunes.  No  fooner  did 
he  hear  my  name  mentioned,  than  he  exclaimed: 
"  Ah  !  Sir,  permit  a  man  whofe  laft  hour  is  ap- 
proaching, to  open  his  heart  to  you."  I  then  em* 
braced  him,  after"  which  he  read  a  letter  which  he 

*  "  Nous  fommes  tous  deftittcs  a  etre  maflacres Mon 

Dieu,  je  vais  a  vous  !" 

2  had 
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had  juft  received,  and  which  was  to  the  following 
purport : 

"  My  friend,  prepare  for  death  ;  you  are  con- 
demned, and  to-morrow -  -  I  fhould 

die  with  grief,  were  it  not  that  you  know  what  I 
have  promifed  you.     Adieu," 

While  this  note  was  reading,  I  beheld  the  tears 
flowing  down  his  cheeks ;  he  then  kifled  the  paper 
feveral  times,  and  I  could  hear  him  fay,  in  a  low 
tone  of  voice :  "  Alas  !  (he  will  fuffer  much  more 
than  myfelf  !"  After  this,  he  lay  down  on  my  bed, 
and  we  both  fell  afleep.  At  break  of  day,  he  arofe, 
and  drew  up  a  memorial,  in  his  juftification  \  it  was 
written  with  energy,  but  did  not  produce  any  fa- 
vourable confequence,  for  his  head  was  cut  off  the 
very  next  day,  by  the  guillotine. 

On  the  25th  the  commiflaries  of  the  jail  at  length 
permitted  us  to  procure  anewfpaper  called  le  Journal 
du  £Wr,  and  a  new  prifoner,  among  feveral  others, 
brought  us  one.  In  which  I  read  a  very  violent  para- 
graph againft  myfelf,  over-rating  my  fortune, affigning 
me  an  eftate  appertaining  to  M.  de  Segur,  and  ac- 
cufing  me  as  editor  of  an  anti-conftitutional  ga~ 
zette  *. 


*  "  MM.  St.  Meard  et  Beaumarchais,  ont  ete  ar- 
retcs :  le  premier  etalt  auteur  du  journal  fcandaleux  qui  paraif- 
fait  fous  le  tit  re  de  Journal  &f  de  la  Cour  ct  de  la  Ville.  ■  II  a  etc 
capitaiae  au  regiment  de  roi  ;  &  ce  qu'il  y  a  de  remarquable, 
c'eft  qu'il  eft  proprietary  de  la  terre  que  le  fameux  MontaGnr 
pofledait  pres  de  Bordeaux.  M.  Saint  Meard,  jouit  de  plus 
de  40,000  liv.  de  rentes." 

T  3  In 
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In  the  facrifty  of  the  chapel,  which  ferved  us  as  a 
prifon,  was  confined  a  captain  of  the  Swifs  guards 

called, 

REDING, 

Whofe  arm  had  been  broken  by  a  mufket  (hot, 
on  the  ioth  of  Auguft  ;  befides  this,  he  had  received 
four  fabre  wounds  on  the  head.  Some  citizens 
faved,  and  carried  him  to  a  ready  furnifhed  apart- 
ment, whence  he  was  removed  to  the  dbbaye>  where 
his  arm  was  fct  a  fecond  time. 

On  the  26th  at  midnight,  a  municipal  officer  in- 
fcribed  our  names  in  a  regifter,  and  gave  us  hopes 
that  were  not  realifed  in  the  fequel.  On  the  28th 
and  29th  more  carriages  arrived  with  prifoners ;  we 
could  fee  them  enter  from  a  turret,  the  windows  of 
which  overlooked  the  ftreet,  Se.  Marguerite.  We 
afterwards  paid  dearly  for  this  fatisfa&ion. 

A  perfon  about  eighty  years  of  age,  was  conduced 
into  our  apartment  on  the  30th,  and  flept  along  with 
lis.     The  day  after,  v/e  learned,  that  it  was 

THE  SIEUR  CAZ0TTE, 

Author  of  the  poems  d9  Olivier^  Diable  amoureuxy 
&c.  The  gaiety  of  the  old  man,  which  bordered  on 
folly,  diverted  us  a  little,  from  thinking  on  our  mif- 
fortunes.  He  affedted  to  fpeak  in  the  Oriental  man- 
ner, and  endeavoured  ferioufly  to  perfuade  us,  from 
the  hiftory  of  cain  and  abel,  that  we  were  infi- 
nitely more  hapgy  than  thofe  whorenjoyed  liberty. 
He  appeared  very  angry,  that  we  did  not  believe 

him; 
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him  ;  he  wifhed  abfolutely  to  make  us  think,  that  our 
fltuation  was  nothing  more  than  an  emanation  of  the 
apocalypfey  &c.  &c.  I  touched  him  to  the  quick,  by 
faying  that  in  our  prefent  pofition,  it  would  be  far 
better  for  us  to  treat  in  predejiination^  than  in  any 
of  his  reveries.  Two  gendarmes^  who  came  to  con- 
duct him  before  the  criminal  tribunal^  terminated 
our  difcufiion. 

In  the  mean  time,  I  did  not  lofe  a  fingle  inftant 
in  procuring  the  atteftations  necefl'ary  to  verify  the 
aflertions  contained  in  my  memorial.  I  was  aided  on 
this  occafion  by  a  friend — and  fuch  a  friend  as  is 
feldom  to  be  met  with,  who,  while  my  companions 
in  misfortune  were  abandoned  by  theirs,  was  bulled 
day  and  night  in  rendering  me  fervice. 

He  forgot,  that  during  a  moment  of  fermentation 
and  diftruft,  he  might  experience  the  fame  rifles  as 
myfelf,  and  that  he  would  become  fufpe&ed,  by  in- 
terefting  himfelf  in  behalf  of  a  fufpe&ed  prifoner. 
Nothing  abated  his  zeal,  and  he  has  admirably  proved 
to  me  the  truth  of  the  old  proverb,  "  that  adverfity 
is  the  touchftone  of  friendship."  To  his  fidelity  and 
attachment  I  am  principally  indebted  for  my  life ;  and 
I  owe  it  to  the  publick,  to  myfelf,  and  to  truth,  that  I 
fhould  name  this  brave  man :  it  is 

M.    TEYSSIER, 

Merchant,  Rue  Croix  des  Petits-Champs. 

Sept.  I  ft.  On  this  day  three  of  our  companions 
were  liberated:  they  were  far  lefs  aftonifhed  at  their 
deliverance,  than  they  had  been  at  their  imprifon- 

ment ; 
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ment ;  for  they  were  the  moft  zealous  patriots  of  their 
refpe&ive  fe&ions.  Several  others  were  alfo  dif- 
mifled  from  the. adjoining  apartment:  among  thefe 

was 

M.  DE  JAUCOURT, 

A  member  of  the  legislative  afTembly,  who  had  given 
in  his  refignation  as  a  deputy,  fome  time  before.— 
My  own  fufferings  now  commenced. 

On  Sunday  Sept.  2d,  our  jailor  ferved  up  our  din* 
ner  fooner  than  ufual ;  his  diftra£ted  air  and  haggard 
eyes  made  us  prefage  fomething  finifter.  At  two 
o'clock,  he  re-entered  the  apartment,  but  was  deaf 
to  all  the  queftions  put  to  him,  and,  contrary  to  his 
cuftomary  proceeding,  he  took  away  all  our  knives, 
and  made  the  nurfc  who  waited  on  Reding  retire.— 
Half  an  hour  after,  the  frightful  noife  made  by  the 
people  on  the  outfide  of  the  prifon  was  alarmingly 
augmented  by  the  drums,  which  beat  the  generate* r, 
by  three  fignal  cannon  that  were  fired,  and  by  the 
iocfin  f ,  that  was  rung  every  where.  During  this 
period  of  terrour,  we  beheld  the  carriages,  efcorted 
by  an  innumerable  croud  of  furious  men  and  women, 
who  cried  out,  "  A  la  Force  \  A  la  Force! J  "— 
They  were  conducted  to  the  cloyfters  of  the  Abbaye^ 
which  had  been  converted  into  prifons  for  the  priefts. 
A  little  after,  we  heard  that  they  had  mafTacred  all 
the  biihops,  and  other  ecclefiafticks,  who  had  been 
penned  up  in  that  place. 

*  The  call  to  arms.  \  f  Alarm  bell. 

\  We  did  not  then  know,  but  we  afterwards  learned,  that  this 
was  the  ftgnal  for  fending  the  victims  to  execution. 

About 
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About  four  o'clock,  the  piercing  cries  of  a  pcrfon 
hacked  to  pieces,  with  blows  from  a  fabre,  brought 
us  to  the  window  of  the  turret,  and  we  perceived  the 
body  of  a  man  oppofite  the  gate  of  our  prifon,  ex- 
tended on  the  pavement.  A  ihort  time  afterwards, 
another  was  maflacred  $...♦..  and  many  more  in 
fucceilion.  It  is  totally  impoffible  to  exprefs  the 
horrour  of  that  profound  and  melancholy  filence 
which  reigned  during  thefe  terrible  executionsr  It 
was  only  interrupted  by  the  cries  of  thofe  who  were 
facrificed,  and  by  theitrokes  of  the  fabre  they  received 
on  the  head.  The  moment  one  fell,  a  murmur  was 
heard,  which  was  fucceeded  by  the  fhout  of  Vive  la 
Nation  ! — a  thoufand  times  more  frightful  to  us  than 
the  horrour  of  filence.  During  the  interval  between 
the  maflacres,  we  heard  them  faying,  under  our  win- 
dows,— u  Not  one  mull:  efcape— they  muft  be  all 
killed,  and  efpecially  thofe  in  the  chapel,  where  there 
are  none  but  confpirators."  It  was  of  us  they  were 
talking  !  and  it  is  almoft  unneceflary  to  affirm,  that 
we  often  wifhed  to  experience  the  good  fortune  of 
thpfe  who  were  fhut  up  in  the  darkeft  and  moft  loath- 
fome  cells  of  the  Abbaye. 

At  five  o'clock,  feveral  voices  uttered  the  name  of 

M.  CAZOTTE, 

and  in  a  moment  afterwards  we  heard  a  number  of 
perfons  pafling  along  the  grand  ft  air- cafe,  the  rattling 

of  arms,  and  the  cries  of  men  and  women.' It 

was  this  old  man,  followed  by  his  daughter,  whom 
they  were  conducting  to  death.  The  moment  he 
had  paired  the  wicket,  that  courageous  young  woman 

preci- 
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precipitated  herfelf  on  the  neck  of  her  father,  and  the 
people,  affe&ed  at  the  fight  of  fo  much  filial  tender- 
nefs,  demanded  and  obtained  his  pardon,  ^ 

About  feven  o'clock,  v/e'  beheld  two  men' enter, 
whofe  bloody  hands  were  armed  with  fabres ;  they 
were  conducted  by  a  turnkey,  with  a  lighted  torch, 
who  pointed  .out  the  bed  of  the  unfortnnate  Reding, 
At  that  dreadful  moment  I  was  prejjing  his  hand  tn 
mine^  and  Jiriving  U  comfort  him.  On  their  ap* 
proach,  he  exclaimed,  u  I  have  fuffered  enough  ;  I 
do  not  fear  death  \  it  will  be  charitable  to  let  me 
perifh  here  !"  Thefe  words  rendered  one  of  the 
ftrangers  immoveable,  but  the  other  hoifted  him  on 
his  fhoulders,  and  carried  him  into  the  ftreet,  where 

he  was  killed My  eyes  are  fo  full  of  tears, 

that  I  do  not  fee  what  I  write We  now  fur- 

veyed  one  another,  without  uttering  a  fingle  word; 
we  then  clafped  each  other's  hands,  and  embraced—- 
we  fixed  our  eyes  on  the  pavement  of  our  prifon, 
which  the  moon  enlightened  through  the  intervals 
of  the  fhade  formed  by  the  triple  bars  that  guarded 

our  windows but,  in  a  fhort  time,  the  cries 

of  new  victims  recalled  our  original  agitation,  and 
reminded  us  of  the  laft  words  pronounced'  by  M. 
Chantereine,  while  plunging  the  knife  into  his  lleart, 
-—c<  We  are  all  deftined  to  be  mafiacred  !w 

At  midnight,  ten  men  armed  with  fabres,  and  pre- 
ceded by  two  turnkeys  bearing  torches,  entered  cur 
prifon,  and  commanded  each  of  us  to  ftand  at  the 
foot  of  his  own  bed.  After  we  had  been  counted 
over,  they  obferved,  that  we  muft  anfwer  for  one 

another, 
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another,  and  fwore,  that  if  a  fingle  perfon  efcaped, 
we  fhould  be  all  maflacred,  without  being  heard  by 
M.  le  Prejident. 

Thefe  laft  words  afforded  us  a  gleam  of  hope ; 
for  we  did  not  yet  know  that  we  fhould  be  allowed 
to  utter  a  word  before  we  were  butchered. 

Monday  the  3^,  two  o'clock  in  the  morning.  One 
of  the  doors  of  the  prifon  was  now  attempted  to  be 
broken  open;  we  at  firft  imagined  that  it  was  the 
wicket  which  they  were  forcing,  in  order  to  maflacre 
us  all ;  but  we  were  a  little  comforted,  when  we 
heard  them  obferving,  on  the  ftair-cafe,  that  it  was 
the  gate  of  a  dungeon,  where  fome  prifoners  had 
barricaded  themfelves.  A  little  after,  we  learned 
that  they  had  killed  all  whom  they  found  there. 

At  ten  o'clock, 

THE  ABBE  i/ENFANT, 

Confeffor  to  the  King,  and 

THE    ABBE    DE    CHAPT-RASTIGNAC, 

appeared  in  the  pulpit  of  the  chapel  which  ferved  us 
as  a  prifon,  and  into  which  they  entered  by  a  door 
communicating  with  the  flair-cafe.  They  announced 
that  our  bit  hour  approached,  and  invited  us  to  col- 
ledt  around  them,  in  order  to  receive  their  benedic- 
tion. An  elediric  movement,  which  it  is  impoffible 
to  define,  ^precipitated  us  all  on  our  knees,  and  we 
went  through  the  ceremony,  with  our  hands  clafped 
together.  This,  although  a  confolatory  moment, 
was  one  of  the  moft  terrible  we  had  yet  experienced, 
•—On  the  eve  of  appearing  at  the  throne  of  the  Su- 
preme Being,  and  kneeling  before  two  of  hismi- 

nifters, 
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nifters,  we  prefented  an  indefinable  fpe&acle.  The 
age  of  thefe  two  men,  their  pofition  above  us, 
death  hovering  over  our  heads,  and  furrounding  us 
©n  all  fides — all  thefe  accompaniments  gave  an  auguft 
and  lugubrous  air  to  the  ceremony  ;  it  approximated 
us  to  the  Divinity;  it  relnftilled  courage  into  our 
minds;  all  reafoning  was  fufpended,  and  the  moft 
cold  and  incredulous  among  us  received  as  great  an 
impreffion  as  him  who  was   moft  ardent,  and  pof- 

felTed  the  greateft   (hare  of  fenfibility. Half  an 

hour  afterwards,  thefe  two  priefts  were  mafiacred, 

and  we  heard  their  cries 

Where  is  the  man  who  can  read  the  following 
particulars,  with  dry  eyes,  or  even  without  experi- 
encing the  crifpations  and  fhudderings  of  diflblution? 
Our  moft  important  avocation  was  now  to  know 
in  what  pofition  we  could  receive  death  with  the 
leaft  pain,  when  we  were  dragged   to  the  place  of 
mafTacre !  We  accordingly  fent  fome  of  our  compa- 
nions, from  time  to  time,  in  order  to  inform  us  of 
the  poftures  of  the  vi&ims,  that  we  might  calculate 
according  to  their  report  refpecting  the  beft  for  us 
to  afiume.     They  brought  us  back  information,  that 
thofe  who-extended  their  hands  fufFered  much  longer 
than  others^  becaufe  the  ftrokes  of  the  fabre  were 
deadened  before  they  reached  the  head;  that  there 
were  fome,  whofe  hands  and  arms  fell  before  their 
bodies,  and  that  accordingly  thofe  who  placed  them 
behind  their  backs  m'uft  endure  much  lefs  than  others. 

..  Alas  !  it  was  relative  to  fuch  horrible  details 

that  we  deliberated.  •...••  We  perceived  the  ad- 

vantages5 
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vantages  refulting  from  this  laft  pofition,  and  we  ad- 
vifed  each  other  to  adopt  it,  when  our  turn  to  be 
maflacred  fhould  arrive.  .  .  *  .  .  . 

Towards  noon,  being  overwhelmed  by  fomewhat 
of  a  fupernatural  agitation,  and  abforbed  in  reflec- 
tions, the  horrour  of  which  is  iriexpreflible,  I  threw 
myfelf  on  my  feed,  and  fell  into  a  profound  fleep. 

Every  thing  inclines  me  to  believe  that  I  am  in- 
debted for  my  exiftence  to  this  very  fleep, — It  feemed 
to  mey  that  I  appeared  before  the  redoubtable  tribu- 
nal that  was  to  try  me;  I  was  lijlened  to  with  atten- 
tionynotwithJlanding  the  frightful  noife  of  the  tocfrij 
and  the  cries  which  every  where  prevailed  around-, 
but  my  defence  was  no  fooner  heard^  than  I  was  jet 
free !  This  dream  made  fuch  a  happy  impreffion 
on  my  mind,  that  it  totally  diffipated  my  uneafinefs, 
and  I  awoke  with  a  prefentiment  that  it  would  be 
realifed, — I  afterwards  recounted  the  particulars  to 
my  companions  in  misfortune,  who  were  aftoniflied 
at  the  affurance  I  preferved  from  that  moment  until 
the  period  I  made  my  appearance  before  my  terrible 
judges. 

At  two  o'clock,  a  proclamation  was  read,  which 
the  people  appeared  to  hear  with  disfavour;  a  mo- 
ment afterwards,  fome  perfons,  out  of  curiofity,  or 
perhaps  with  an  intention  of  pointing  out  the  means 
of  faving  ourfelves,  placed  a  ladder  againft  the  win- 
dow of  our  apartment;  but  they  were  prevented 
from  proceeding,  by  a  cry  of  «  Down!  down! 
they  intend  to  carry  them  arms  !" 

V  All 
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All  the  torments  of  a  devouring  thirft  were  now 
added  to  the  anguifli  we  momentarily  experienced  — 
At  length,  however,  our  turnkey  Bertrand,  who,  as 
well  as  citizen  Lavaquerie  the  jailor,  had  behaved, 
exceedingly  well  during  the  whole  of  our  confine- 
ment, made'his  appearance,  and  we  obtained  a  flaggon 
of  water  from  him.  We  drank  it  with  fo  much  the 
more  avidity,  as  we  had  not  been  able  to  obtain  a 
fingle  drop  during  the  laft  twenty-fix  hours.  We 
ttientioned  this  inftance  of  negligence  to  a  federate^ 
who  came  with  other  persons  to  infpecT:  the  prifon, 
and  who  was  fo  enraged  at  the  circumitance,  that 
after  demanding  the  name  of  the  turnkey,  he  allured 
us,  that  he  was  going  to  exterminate  him.  He 
would  have  done  fo,  for  he  promifed  it,  and  it  was 
not  until  after  repeated  fupplications  that  we  could 
obtain  his  pardoa. 

At  eight  o'clock  the  agitation  of  the  people  be- 
gan to  diminifh,  and  we  heard  feveral  voices  exclaim, 
Pardon  !  Pardon  !  for  thofe  that  remain  !  Thefe 
words  w-ere  applauded,  but  unfortunately  the  ap- 
plaufe  was  feeble.  Notwithftanding  this,  a  gleam  of 
hope  took  poffeflion  of  us,;  and  fome  actually  thought 
their  deliverance  fo  near  at  hand,  that  they  already 
had  their  little  bundles  of  clothes  under  their  arms, 
in  order  to  depart;  but,  a  (hort  time  afterwards, 
the  cries  of  death  plunged  us  once  more  into  frefli 
anguifh. 

I  had  formed  a  particular  friendfhip  with  the 

SIEUR    MASSAUBRE', 

Sivho  had  been  arretted  for  no  other  reafon  than  be- 

caufe ' 
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Caufe  he  was  aide-de-camp  to  M.  de  Briflac.  He 
had  formerly  exhibited  great  proofs  of  courage,  but 
the  dread  of  affafliriation  now  got  the  better  of  his 
reafon.  He  had  indeed  loft  his  fenfes  to  fuch  a  de- 
gree, that  being  unable  to  conceal  himfelf  in  the 
chapel,  he  afcended  the  chimney  of  the  facrijty,  where, 
finding  himfelf  flopped  by  the  iron  grating,  he  ac- 
tually attempted  to  burft  his  way  through  with  his 
head  ! 

THE    SIEUR    EMARD, 

who  on  the  preceding  evening  had  requeued  me  to 
draw  up  his  will,  informed  me  of  the  motives  of 
his  arrefr,  and  I  found  them  fo  unjuft,  that  in  order 
to  give  him  a  proof  of  the  certainty  I  experienced  in 
my  own  mind  relative  to  his  deliverance,  I  prefented 
him  with  a  filver  med?,!,  befeeching  him  at  the  fame 
time  to  keep  and  fhow  it  to  me,  ten  years  after- 
wards   fhould   he   chance  to   read 

this  article,  he  will  remember  his  promife.  If  we 
have  not  fince  met,  it  is  no  fault  of  mine,  for  I 
am  ignorant  of  his  place  of  abode,  but  he  well  knows 
where  I  live^ 

At  eleven  o'clock,  ten  perfons  armed  with  fab  res 
and  piftols  ordered  us  to  draw  up  in  a  Fine,  and  then 
conducted  us  to  the  fecond  wicket,  near  where  the 
tribunal,  by  whom  we  were  to  be  tried,  held  its  fit- 
tings. I  approached,  with  fome  precaution,  one  of 
the  fentinels  who  guarded  us,  and  began,  by  little 
and  little,  to  enter  into  converfation  with  him.  He 
informed  me,  in  a  dialecT:  that  made  me  guefs  him 
either  to  be  a  Proinn^al  or  Languedocian^  that  he 

Uz  had 
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had  ferved  eight  years  in  the  regiment  it  Lyonnaii* 
On  this  I  (poke  Patois,  which  feemed  to  give  him 
pleafurc ;  and  the  intereft  which  I  now  had  to  gain  hit 
efteem  furnifhed  me  with  a  Gafcon  eloquence,  fo  per- 
fuafive  in  its  operation,  that  I  appeared  to  have  ac- 
quired his  favour.  In  fhort,  I  fucceeded  fo  far,  as 
to  procure  admiffion  from  him  into  the  redoubtable 
apartment,  where  the  prifoners  were  examined.  I  wit- 
nefled  the  procefs  of  two,. one  of  whom  was  purveyor 
of  provifions  to  the  King,  and  who,  being  accufed  of 
participating  in  the  plot  of  the  icth  of  Auguft,  was 
condemned  and  executed.  The  other,  who  wept,  and 
uttered  only  a  few  words  intermingled  with  fighs, 
was  already  uhdreffed,  and  on  the  eve  of  being  fent 
to  La  Force,  when  he  was  recogni  fed  by  a  tradefman 
of  Paris,  who  attefted  that  he  had  been  miftaken  for 
another. 

What  I  had  ken  enabled  me  to  make  up  my  mind. 
as  to  the  nature  of  my  defence  ;  I  therefore  retired, 
and  rcquefted  my  Provencal  to  procure  me  a  glafs 
of  wine,  which  he  foon  after  brought  into  the  chapel^ 
whither  we  were  all  re-conducted. 

u  Here!"  cried  he  on  his  entrance,  "  is  a  whole 
bottle — drink— to  your  health — I  can  only  remain  a 
moment  with  you;  but  remember  what  I  fay:  If 
ycu  are  a  prieft,  or  a  confpirator  of  the  caftle  of  M. 
Veto*,  tremble  ;  but  if  you  be  not  a  traitor,  and 
do  not  appear  to  be  afraid,  I  will  anfwer  for  your 
life." 


*  Louis  XVI. 

«  Ah  f 
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"  Ah  !  my  friend,  I   am  fure  enough  that  I  fhal* 
not  be  accufed<of  this ;  but  I  am  confidered  as  bein* 
a  little  of  an  arijlocrate" 

u  That  is  nothing;  the  judges  know  very  well 
that  there  are  honeft' people  of  all  parties.  The  pre- 
fident  is  a  good  man,  and  not  a  fool." 

"  Be  fo  kind  as  to  defire  the  judges  to  hear  me;  I 
do  not  afk  for  more." 

"  You  (hall  be  heard— I  muft  return  to  my  poft-— » 

embrace  me 1  wifh  you  well.     Adieu  !" 

One  muft  have  been  in  the  Ahhaye  on  tfie  3d  of 
September,  1792,  in  order  to  feel  the  influence  whiclv 
this  converfation  had  on  my  mind,  and  how  much  it 
re-animated  me. 

Towards-  midnight  the  unnatural  noife,  which  had' 
not  been  difcontinued  during  thirty-fix  hours,  began 
now  to  flacken.     We  imagined  that  the  judges  and 
the  executive  power  *  were  overcome  with  fatigue, 
and  that  when  they  had  taken  fome  repofe,  we  fhou!d 
be  carried  before  them*     We  were  accordingly  enW 
ployed  in  making  our  beds,  when  another  proclama~: 
tion  was  made,  which  was  generally  hi/Ted.     Soon1 
after  this,  a  man  demanded  to  fpeak  to  the  people, 
and  we  heard  him  very  diftin&ly  fay, — u  The  priefts 
and  confpirators,  who  remain,  have  greafed  the  palms 
of  the  judge S)  and  that  is  the  reafon  why  they,  do  not 
try  any  more !" 

Scarcely  had  he  uttered  thefe  words,  when  it  ap»* 
peared  as  if  he  had  been  knocked  down; 

*  The  Kin.***  were  fo  called^ 
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The  noife  augmented  every  inftant,  and  the  fer- 
mentation was   at   its  height,  when  they  came  in 

fearch  of 

\ 

M.    DEFONTAINE, 

formerly  garde  du  corps,  whofe  fhrieks  we  heard 
foon  after.  In  a  few  minutes  more,  they  fnatched 
from  our  arms  two  of  our  new  companions,  which 
made  me  imagine  that  my  own  fate  was  approaching. 
At  length,  on  Tuefday>  at  one  o'clock  of  the  morn- 
ing,  having  experienced  an  agony  of  thirty-feven 
hours,  to  which  even  death  itfelf  cannot  be  compared; 
after  having  a  thoufand  and  a  thoufand  times  emptied 
the  chalice  of  defpairy  the  door  of  the  prifon  opens— 
I  am  afked  for,  and  make  my  appearance.  Three, 
men  feize  and  drag  me  into  the  frightful  court.  By 
the  light  of  two  torches,  I  perceive  this  terrible  tri- 
bunal, that  was  to  confer  life  or  death.  The  Pre- 
sident, in  a  grey  coat,  with  a  fo.bre  by  his  fide,  was 
leaning  againft  a  table,  on  which  were  paper,  ink, 
pipes,  and  a  few  bottles.  This  table  was  furrounded 
by  ten  perfons,  who  were  either  fitting  or  Handing  y 
two  of  them  were  in  jackets  and  aprons;  fome 
ethers  were  afleep,  with  their  bodies  extended  along 
the  benches.— Two  men,  whofe  fllirts  were  ftained 
with  blood,  guarded  the  door  of  the  apartment ; 
an  old  turnkey  had  his  hand  on  the  bolt.  Imme- 
diately oppofite  to  the  prefident  were  three  men, 
who  had  hold  of  a  prifoner,  of  about  fixty  years  o£ 
age. 

I  was  placed  in  a  corner;  thofe  who  guarded  me, 
leaded  their  fabres  acrofs  my  breaft,  and  intimated, 

that 
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that  if  I  made  the  leaft  motion  to  efcape,  they  would 
"poniard  me.  I  was  now  looking  around  for  my 
Proven fal,  when  I  beheld  two  national  guards  pre* 
fent  to  the  prefident  a  written  demand  of  the  fe£tiort 
of  Croix-Rouge^  in  favour  of  the  perfon  then  before 
him.  He  faid  in  reply,  "  that  fuch  requefts  were 
ufelefs  in  refpeft  to  traitors."  On  this  the  prifoner 
exclaimed, — "  This  is  truly  frightful ;  your  judg- 
ment is  an  afTaffination  !"    The  prefident  rejoined— * 

"  My  hands  are  clean  >  conduft  M.  Maille * 5> 

No  fooner  were  thefe  words  pronounced,  than  he 
was  thruft  into  the  ftreet,  and  I  beheld  him  killed, 
through  the  bars  of  the  grate. 

The  prefident  having  apparently  regiftered  the 
name  of  the  unfortunate,  then  called  out,  "Another!5* 
On  this  I  was  immediately  dragged  towards  the  up- 
per end  of  this  expeditious  and  bloody  tribunal,  in 
prefence  of  which  the  beft  prote&ion  was  to  have 
none,  and  where  all  the  refources  of  human  wit  were 
ufelefs,  if  not  founded  on  truth.  Two  of  my. 
guards  held  my  hands;  the  third  feized  the  collar 
of  my  coat. 

The  prefident.     M  Your  name  and  profeffion  ?  " 

One  of  the  judges.  "  The  fmalleft  untruth  will 
ruin  you." 

<c  lam  called  Jourgniac  St,  Meard;  I  have  ferved 
during  twenty-five  years  as  an  officer,  and  I  appear 
before  your  tribunal  with  the  affurance  of  a  man 
*■    11  ■ .  ■  ■     .-1   .I «   1  I,..  .    — — — — ■  ■ -    •  ■        '    .»- 

*  "  I  thought  I  could  perceive  that  the  prefident  pronounced 
this  fentence  contrary  to  his  own  inclinations.  Several  J/Z/wj  had 
now  entered,  and  occasioned  much,  fermentationr" 

who 
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who  has  nothing  to  reproach  himfelf  with,  and  wha 
confequently  ftands  not  in  need  of  a  lie."' 

The  prefident  having  examined  the  fcrpll  of  pri- 
foners,  as  well  as  the^iccufations,  handed  them  to 
the  other  judges.  After  which  he  faid,  "  Do  you 
know  the  motives  of" your  arreft  ? 

cc  Yes,  Monfeur  le  Prefident ;  and' when  I  con-- 
fider  the  falfity.  of  the  denunciations  againft  me,  I 
am  fure  that  the  committee  of  'vigilance  of  the  com- 
mune would  never  have  caufed  me  to  have  been  im- 
prifoned,  had  it  not  been  for  thofe  precautions  which 
the  fafety  of  the  people  render  necefTary.  Iam'ac- 
cufed  of  being  Editor  of  the  Anti-feuillant]omx\?\\ 
entitled  De  la  Cour  et  de  la  Ville.  The  Truth  is, 
that  this  is  a  falfehood.  It  is  one  of  the  name  of 
Gautier,  who  is  the  editor,  and  whofe  perfon  has 
fo  little  refemblance  to  mine,  that  the  miftake  can 
be  attributed  to  nothing  but  malice  \  and  if  I  could; 

but  put  my  hand  in  my  pocket [I  here  made  an 

ufelefs  motion,  as  if  to  pull  cut  my  pocket-book  ;  a 
judge  perceiving  it,  defired  I  might  be  allowed  that 
liberty.  On  this,  I  placed  on  the  table  the  attefta- 
tions  of  feveral  merchants,  proprietors  of  houfes 
where  he  had  lived,  &c.  all  of  which  demonstrated  that 
he  was  conductor  and  fole  proprietor  of  this  journal.}' 

One   of  the  judges*     a  But   there   is    no  fmoke 
without  fire;  it  is  necefTary  to  difcover  why  yoir 
{hould  be  accufed  of  this." 

"  You  know,  gentlemen,  that  this  journal  was  a. 
kind  of  trunk,  in  which  all  the  calembours,  epigrams,. 
&c.  either  originating  in  Paris  or  the  eighty-three 

deparW 
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departments,  were  depofited."  I  might  eafily  aflert 
here,  that  I  never  wrote  a  fingle  line  for  it,  as  no 
manufcript  of  mine  can  be  produced  againft  me; 
but  my  ufual  franknefe  obliges  me,  however,  to  ac- 
knowledge that  I  was  induced  by  the  gaiety  of  my 
chara&er  to  fend  feveral  pleafantries  to  the  Sieur 
Gautierv  Behold,,  then,  the  refult  of  this  grand  de» 
nunciation  againft  me,  which  is  as  abfurd,  as  what 
follows  is  monftrous,  I  have  been  accufed  of  re~ 
pairing  to  the  frontiers,  of  having  enlifted  recruits, 
and  of  having  conduced  them  to  join  the  emigrants, 
[Here  a  general  murmur  arofe,  which  did  not 
difconcert  me  in  the  leaji  \  on  the  contrary  I  raifed 
my  voice,  and  continued  as  follows  :] 

"  Gentlemen!  Gentlemen!  it  is  my  turn  tp 
fpeakj  I  befeech  M.  le  Prifident  to  fupport  my 
claim;  never  was  it  fo  neceflary  I  fhould  be  heard  as 
on  the  preient  occafion," 

[All  the  judges,  on  this,  fell  a  laughing,  and  cried 
out,— "  He  is  in  the  right.    Silence  !"J 

"  The  perfon  who  denounced  me  is  a  monfter ; 
and  I  am  about  to  demonftrate  this  truth,  to  judge* 
whom  the  people  would  not  have  chofen,  had  they  not 
deemed  them  capable  of  discerning  the  innocent  front 
the  guilty. — Here  are  certificates  which  prove  that  I 
have  not  left  Paris  during  the  laft  twenty-three 
months.  Here  alfo  are  three  declarations  from  the 
ov/ners  of  the  houfes  where  I  have  lived  during  that 
period,  which  atteft  the  fame.,,— (They  were  now- 
bufily  occupied  in  examining  the  papers,  when  we 
were  interrupted  by  the  arrival  of  a  prifoner,  who 

wai 
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tvas  put  into  my  place,  immediately  in  front  of  the 
prefident.  Thofe  who  brought  him  obferved,  that  it 
was  another  prieft,  whom  they  had  taken  from  his 
lurking-hole  in  the  chapel.  '  After  a  very  Jbort  in- 
terrogatory, he  was  ordered  to  La  Force.  On  this 
he  threw  his  breviary  on  the  tableland  was  dragged 
out  of  the  wicket,  and  mafjacred.) 

I  then  once  more  made  my  appearance  before  the 
tribunal. 

One  of  the  judges.  cc  I  will  not  fay  that  thefe 
certificates  are  falfe;  but  who  is  to  prove  that  they 
are  true  ?"  . 

"  Let  me  be  conduced  to  a  dungeon,  until  com- 
miflioners  (hall  have  verified  their  validity.  If  they 
be  falfe,  I  merit  death." 

Another  of  the  judges,  who  during  my  interroga- 
tory feemed  to  inter e/i  himfelf  in  my  favour,  whofe 
features  are  deeply  engraven  on  my  heart,  whom  I 
would  embrace,  could  I  but  fee  him,  in  order  to  tef- 
tify  my  gratitude,  here  obferved,  in  rather  a  low 
tone  of  voice,  "  That  a  guilty  perfon  never  fpoke 
with  fo  mucfr  affurance." 

A  third  judge..  "  To  what  fe&ion  do  you  be- 
long, and  with  whom  did  you  lodge  ?" 

"  That  of  the  Halle  an  ble,  at  M.  Teyffiei  % 
Rue  Croix  des  Petits-Champs" 

A  national  guards  not  of  the  number  of  the  judges. 
"  I  know  him  well ;  we  have  had  dealings  together 
frequently,  and  I  can  tell  inftantly  if  this  certificate 
be  of  his  hand-writing, 

[After  looking  at  it,  he;  continues] 
<  "Gen- 
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<c  Gentlemen,  I  certify  that  this  is  the  iignature 
of  citizen  Teyilier." 

I  could  have  leaped  on  the  neck  of  this  tutelary 
angel;  but  I  contented  myfelf  with  faying, — "  Now 
that  the  teftimony  of  this  brave  man  has  demonftrated 
the  falfehood  of  an  accufation  that  might  have  occa- 
fioned  my  death,  what  idea  can  you  entertain  of  him 
who  denounced  me  ?" 

The  judge  who  feemed  to  intcrejl  himfelf  in  my 
•behalf.  «  He  muft  be  a  rogue,  and  were  he  here, 
he  fhould  be  inftantly  punilhed." 

Another  of  the  judges.  "  It  is  evident  that  you 
are  not  the  Doer  of  this  journal;  but  you  do  not  fay 
a  word  as  to  the  arljlocratical  propoftions  maintained 
by  you  among  the  bookfellers  in  the  Palais- 
Royal?" 

"  Why  fhould  I  omit  any  thing  ?  I  have  not  he- 
fitated  to  tell  what  I  have  written ;  fliall  I  be  afraid 
then  to  acknowledge  what  I  have  faid,  and  even 
what  I  have  thought  ?  I  always  advifed  obedience 
to  the  laws,  and  exhibited  an  example  of  it.  I  ac- 
knowledge alio,  that  I  took  advantage  of  the  per- 
miffion  held  out  by  the  conjlltution^  to  remark  that 
I  did  not  deem  it  perfect,  becaufe  I  thought  I  per- 
ceived that  it  placed  us  all  in  a  falfe  pofition.  If  it 
was  a  crime  to  have  faid  fo  then,  the  conflitution 
itfelf  was  nothing  better  than  a  fnare,  and  the  per- 
fniffion  it  gave  me,  to  mention  its  faults,  was  a  mere 
trap.— I  have  alfo  faid,  thatjiearly  all  tfie  Nobles  of 
the  conftituent  aiFembly,  who.  appeared  to  be  fuch 

zealous 


22?  XA2ARE. 

%ealous  patriots,  laboured  infinitely  more  to  fatisfy 
their  intereft  and  ambition,  than  for  the  good  of  their" 
country;  and  when  all  Paris  was  fafcinated  with 
their  patriotifm,  I  obferved — They  Deceive  Yoiu—* 
And  now  let  me  afk  you,  Gentlemen,  is  not  my  opi- 
nion of  them  juftifud  by  the  event?  I  have  often 
:blamed,  likewife,  the  cowardly  and  clumfy  manoeu- 
vres of  certain  perfonages,  who  were  only  for  the 
conjlitution,  nothing  but  the  conjlitution,  the  whole 
conjlitution. 

"  I  had  long  anticipated  a  great  cataftrophe,  the 
neceflary  refult  of  that  conftitution,  revifed  by  ego« 
tills,  who  (like  thofe  of  whom  I  have  already  made 
mention)  only  laboured  for  themfelves,  and  the  in- 
triguers who  defended  them.  DiJJimulationy  cupi- 
dity, and  poltroonery,  were  the  attributes  of  thefe 
quacks.  Fanaticifm^  intrepidity,  and  franknefsj 
formed  the  chara&er  of  their  enemies.— There  was 
little  occafion  for  a  pair  of  fpe&acles  to  perceive  that 
they  would  carry  their  point." 

[The  attention  with  which  I  was  liflened  to,  and 
which,  to  tell  the  truth,  was  more  than  I  expected, 
encouraged  me,  and  I  was  about  to  urge  a  thoufand 
reafons  which  induced  me  to  prefer  a  republican  ta 
the  conjlitutional  government,  when  the  turnkey  en- 
tered with  an  affrighted  look,  on  purpofe  to  intimate 
that  a  prifoner  was  endeavouring  to  efcape  through 
a  chimney*     The  prefident  ordered  fome  pi/lols  to  be 
fired  at  him,  and  faid,  that  if  he  got  off,  the  jailor 
Jhoald  anfwer  with  his  head.  It  was  the  unfortunate 
3  Mai- 
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Massaubre',  who  fell  down,  nearly  ftifed,  en  feme 
Jlraw  being  lighted  below.     He  was  then  carried 
qui  and  executed] 

" No  one,  Gentlemen,  was  more  anxious 

than  myfelf  for  the  reform  of  abufes. — Look  at  the 
pamphlets  compofed  by  me,  before,  and  during  the 
fitting  of  the  States-General.  I  always  thought  that 
we  went  too  far  for  a  limited  conftitution^  and  not 
far  enough  for  a  republick.  I  am  neither  Jacobin^ 
nor  Feuillant.  I  do  not  love  the  principles  of  the 
former,  although  far  more  confident  and  frank  th£i 
thofe  of  the  latter,  whom  I  fhall  ever  deteft,  until 
they  have  proved  that  they  are  not  the  caufe  of  all 
the  evils  which  we  have  experienced.  At  length 
we  have  got  rid  of  them  ;.....*!" 

A  judgey  with  an  air  of  impatience.  cc  You  al- 
ways tell  us,  that  you  are  neither  this,  nor  that:  what 
are  you  then  ?" 

"  I  was  in  truth  a  royalift." 

[Here  a  general  murmur  enfued^  which  was  trfi- 
raculoufly  appeafed  by  the  judge  who  appeared  to  in~ 
terejl  himfelf  in  my  behalf  and  who  faid  word  for 
word  as  follows :] 

"  It  is  not  to  give  judgment  on  opinions,  but  on 
the  refult  of  them,  that  we  fit  here  *." 

Scarcely  had  thefe  words  been  pronounced,  when  I 
exclaimed5 — <c  I  have  in  truth  been  a  Royalijl^  but 
I  was  never  paid  for  being  fo.  I  was  a  RoyaliJ?y  be- 
caufe  I  conceived  a  monarchical  government  moil 

*  "  If  the  united  geniufes  of  Roufieau  and  Voltaire  had  pleaded 
najf  caufe,  could  they  have  fpoken  more  to  the  purpofe  ?" 
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befitting  to. my  native  country;  becaufe  I  loved  tf e 
king  truly,  and  on  his  own  account.  I  preferved 
this  feniiment  in  my  heart  until  the  10th  of  Augufh 
[The  murmur  that  now  arofe  had  a  more  flatter- 
ing found  than  the  former,  and  in  order  to  keep  up 
the  good  opinion  that  feemed  to  have  been  conceived 
cf  me,  I  added] 

"  I  have  never  heard  of  any  plots,  but  what  I 
learned  from  the  publick  indignation.  Whenever  I 
had  an  opportunity  to  aflift  any  man,  I  never  afked 
what  were  his  principles the  patriotlck  jour- 
nals will  confirm  all  that  I  have  faid.  I  have  always' 
been  beloved  by  the  peafants  on  my  lordflxip,  and, 
inftead  of  burning,  they  were  all  eager  to  protect  my 
caftle.  I  can  add,  that  not  a  fingle  foldier  of  the  re- 
giment du  Roi%y  in  which  I  ferved  twenty-five 
years,  had  ever  any  caufe  to  complain  of  me." 

One  of  the  judges.  "  I  fhall  foon  fee  whether  yon 
belonged  to  that  regiment.  Did  you  know  M. 
Morcau?" 

u  Yes,  Sir,  I  knew  two  of  that  name:  one  very 
tall/  very  fat,  and  very  reasonable ;  the  other  very 
little,  very  thin,  and  (pointing  to  my  head)  very 
foolifh."    . 

The  fame  judge.  <c  I  perceive  you  have  known 
iim." 

[One  of  the  doors  was  now  opened^  and  M. 
Marguc,  ci-devant  major,  formerly  my  brother  officer 
in  the  regiment  du  Roi,  and  my  companion  in  the 

*  "  Here  one  of  the  judges  trod  on  my  tocs^but  I  proceeded  ne- 

verthdefs." 
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chamber  of  the  Abbaye,  entered,  efcorted  by  three 
men,  in  order  to  be  tried  as  foon  as  I  was  difpofed 
of.} 

u  After  the  unfortunate  affair  of  Nancy,  I  repaired 
to  Paris,  where  I  have  remained  ever  fince.  I  was 
arretted  in  my  own  apartment,  twelve  days  fince,  and 
was  fo  little  afraid  of  being  made  a  prifoner,  that  I 
walked  out  daily  as  ufual.  No  feals  were  affixed  to 
my  papers,  &c«  becaufe  nothing  fufpicions  was  found" 
about  me.  1  was  never  infer ibed  in  the  civil  lift.— 
I  never  figned  any  petition. — I  never  carried  on  any 
reprehenfible  correfpondence.  During  my  abode -in 
the  capital  I  have  followed  the  natural  gaiety  of 
my  character,  which,  in  conformity  with  my  prin- 
ciples, would  never  permit  me  fcrionjly  to  engage  in 
publick  affairs.  The  fincerity  of  thefe  confeffioits 
muft  convince  you  that  I  am  not  a  dangerous  man— • 
and  I  now  hope  you  will  be  fo  good  as  to  grant  me 
that  liberty  to  which  I  am  no  left  attached  by  necef- 
fity  than  by  principle," 

The  Prejident,  after  taking  off  his  hat,  J aid, — "T 
do  not  perceive  any  thing  tending  to  render  Monfieur 
fufpected  \  I  am  for  granting  him  his  liberty. — Is  this 
your  opinion  ?" 

All  the  judges.  "  Yes  !  yes  !  It  is  but  what  is 
jufl." 

Scarcely  were  thefe  divine  words  uttered,  when 
every  one  in  the  tribunal  embraced  me.  I  heard  fe- 
veral  perfons  above  me  applaud  the  fentence,  and 
cry  out  Bravo!  On  lifting  my  eyes,  I  perceived 
feveral  heads  crowded  about  an  air-hole  in  the  charn- 

X  2  ber, 


2$Z  IAZARE. 

ber,  whence  proceeded  the  buzzing  found  I  had  be- 
lore  noticed. 

The  Preftdent  now  fele&ed  three  perfo^s  to  form 
a  deputation,  in  order  to  announce  to  the  people  the 
fentence  that  had  beert  pronounced.  During  the 
proclamation,  I  demanded  of  the  judges  a  copy  of 
the  judgment:  they  promifed  to  grant  it.  The 
Preftdent  afked  why  I  did  not  wear  the  crofs  of 
Sa*nt  Louis,  which  he  knew  I  had  received?  On 
this  I  told  him  that  I  had  been  requefted  by  my  fellow 
prisoners  to  leave  it  off.  He  replied,  that  the  Na- 
tional Aflembly  not  having  as  yet  prohibited  the 
wearing  of  it,  it  appeared  fufpicious  to  conceal  it. 

In  the  mean  time  the  three  deputies  returned,  and 
dejired  me  to  be  covered ;  they  then  conducted  me 
out  of  the  wicket.     The  moment  I  arrived  in  the 

Qreet)  one  of  them  exclaimed, — "  Hats  off! 

Citizens,  behold  him  for  whom  your  judges  demand 
ttid  and  affiftance  /" — Thefe  words  were  no  focner 
pronounced,  than  the  Executive  Power  lifted  me  up, 
and  fetting  me  in  the  middle  of  four  torches,  I  was 
embraced  by  "the  furrouhding  multitude.  All  the 
fpe&ators  then  cried  out,  Vive  la  Nation  !  Thefe 
honours,  with  which  I  was  much  affe&ed,  placed 
me  under  the  fafeguard  of  the  people,  who,  amidft 
loud  and  reiterated  plaudits,  allowed  me  to  pafs 
through  them,  followed  by  the  three  deputies  whom 
the  prefident  had  charged  to  conduit  me  fafe  home. 
— One  of  them  told  me,  that  he  was  a  ftone-mafon, 
belonging  to  the  Tauxbourg  St.  Germain  ;  the^other 
was  a  journeyman  wig-maker,  born  at  Bourges ;  the 

third, 
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thirdvwho  was  clothed  in  the  uniform  of  the  national 
guard,  faid,  he  was  a  federate.  The  ftone-mafon 
afked  me  if  I  was  afraid?  and  defired  me  to  have  no 
apprehenfions  ;  M  for,  as  I  was  under  the  protection 
of  the  people,  it  would  be  inftant  death  to  moleft 
me/'  "  I  was  glad,5'  added  he,  "  when  you  were 
acquitted;  for  I  foon  perceived  that  you  were  not  one 
of  the  caterpillars  of  the  civil  liji" 

When  we  had  reached  the  ftreet  St,  Benoit,  we 
got  into  a  hackney-coach,  which  flopped  at  my  lodg- 
ings. The  iirft  movement  on  the  part  of  my  hoft— 
of  my  friend^  on  feeing  me  return,  was  to  ofFer  his 
purfe  to  my  conductors,  who  refufed  it,  and  added  li- 
terally as  follows:— *We  do  not  follow  this  trade  for 
money!  Here  is  your  friend^  he  has  promifed  us  a 
-glafs  of  brandy  \  we  /hall  drink  it,  and  then  return 
to  our  pofl. 

They  demanded  a  certificate,  that  they  had 
conducted  me  home  without  any  accident.  I  then 
accompanied  into  the  ftreet,  and  embraced  them  moft 
cordially. 

After  a  few  hours  fleep,  I  took  a  walk  in  the  gar- 
den of  citizen  Egalite,  that  very  day,  and  I  could 
perceive  many  perfons  rubbing  their  eyes,  as  if  to 
difcover  if  it  was  really  me.  I  was  embraced  even 
by  Arrangers ;  iri  fhort,  it  was  a  feftival  to  me. 

In  a  few  days  after  my  liberation,  I  deemed  it  ne»- 
ceffary  to  publiih  this  account;  and, the  principal 
reafon  that  induced  me  to  it  is  to  exhibit  proofs,  that 
iflthe  people  are  impetuous  and  irrefiftible  when  they 

X  3  deem 
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deem  themfelres  betrayed,  one  ought  not  on  this 
account  to  defpair  of  their  juftice." 


BUREAU    DE    PUZY, 


Formerly  confined  by  the  king  of  Pruffia,  and 
until  lately  languifhing  in  a  dungeon  at  Olmutz,  by 
command  of  the  emperour,  like  La  Fayette,  was 
originally  arreted  on  a  neutral  territory,  ijj  exprefs 
contravention  of  the  laws  of  nations, 

Defcended  from  an  ancient  and  noble  family,  he 
entered  at  an  early  period  of  life  into  the  corps  of 
engineers,  and  although  appertaining  to  the  privi- 
leged orders,  foon  diftinguifhed  himfelf  by  an  ardent 
and  fincere*  attachment  to  the  caufe  of  liberty.  In 
confequence  of  this,^dded  to  his  family  intereft,  he 
became  a  member  of  the  legiflature,  filled  the  prefix 
dent's  chair,  three  different  times,  and  in  that  fitua- 
tion,  adtually  received  and  adminiftered  the  firft  con- 
stitutional oath. 

By  the  conftituent  aflembly,  he  was  chofen  to  ex- 
ecute the  grand  plan  of  the  departmental  divifion, 
which  he  himfelf  had  firft  conceived  of  France,  and 
in  1792,  we  find  him  acting  as  a  general  officer  un- 
der his  friend,  La  Fayette,  with  whom  he  was  after- 
wards confined.  Such  was  the  mercy  of  defpotifm, 
that  they  were  not  permitted  to  beheH  each  other's 
fufFerings,  being  carefully  feparated  by  ftone  walls, 
mafly  bolts,  and  ijon  wickets  ! 
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Their  companion  in  misfortune,  and  their  com- 
mon friend,  would  have  rifen  to  a  higher  rank  in  the 
army,  had  not  his  preferment  been  flopped  by  his 
principles.  He  alfo  was  a  deputy  to  the  conftituent 
aflembly,  and  diftinguifhed  himfelf  by  his  love  of 
liberty.  Without  being  tried  by  any  court  of  law, 
found  guilty  of  any  crime  before  any  tribunal,  or 
even  accufed  of  any  offence,  this  brave  man  was 
immerfed  within  the  walls  of  a  dungeon,  excluded 
from  the  converfe  of  mankind,  and  deprived  of  the 
comfort  and  confolation  of  a  wife,  and  fix  children 
who  adore  him.  His  friend  Bureau  de  Puzy,  was 
in  like  manner  fecluded  from  his  wife  and  child, 
while  to  augment  the  horrour  of  the  piflure,  Ma- 
dame La  Fayette,  and  her  two  daughters  were  (hut 
up  in  the  fame  filthy  cell,  with  their  hufband  and 
father,  to  whofe  miferies  they  inceflantly  added,  by 
the  hourly  exhibition  of  their  own.  O  defpotifm  ! 
it  is  ignorance  alone  that  can  pronounce  thy  name 
without  a  paroxyfm  of  rage  \ 

The  families  of  La  Fayette,  and  Maubourg,  before 
united  in  friendship,  may  now  be  faid  to  be  united  in: 
love,  a  marriage  having  juft  taken  place  between  a 
fon  of  the  one,  and  a  daughter  of  the  other,  in  the 
vicinity  of  Altona,  where  they  have  remained  ever 
fince  their  deliverance  from  an  unmerited  cap- 
tivity, 

M.  MA* 
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This  gentleman,  if  not  a  native  of,  was  at  lead:  a 
confiderable  planter  in  the  French  Weft-India Iflands. 
He  was,  however,  educated  in  Europe,  and  muft 
be  allowed  to  poffefs  extraordinary  talents,  and  con- 
fiderable learning. 

Happening  to  be  in  St.  Domingo,  at  the  time  of 
the  revolution,  he  was  ele£led  one  of  the  deputies  for 
the  colony.  That  ifland  fo  lately  a  prey  to  war  and 
mafTacres,  is  the  fecond  in  point  of  fize,  but  it  was 
the  firfl:  in  the  Weft  Indies,  in  refpeft  to  produce 
and  cultivation.  -  Before  the  prefent  unfortunate 
war,  the  riches  and  luxury  of  the  inhabitants  aftd- 
nifhed  the  European.  Living  in  a  ftate  of  Afiatick 
fplendour,  the  proprietors  of  the  fugar-works,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  Cape,  might  be  faid  to  rival 
the  nabobs  of  Bengal.  Their  wealth  procured  them 
all  that  a  capricious  fancy  could  long  for;  and  their 
power  on  their  own  eftates,  was  fuperiour  to  that  of 
an  oriental  bafhaw,  in  his  government.  Like  all 
the  great  men  in  fouthern  climates,  they  affe&ed 
to  keep  their  harams.  The  negro,  famboe,  mullatto, 
quadroon,  and  meftize,  were  ready  either  to  foliclt 
their  languid  appetites,  or  fatiate  their  fi^ry  paffions. ' 
The  barbarous  but  lively  mufick  of  Africa,  the  finJe 
flavoured  fruits  produced  between  the  tropicks,  the 
delicious  wines  of  France,  and  the  myftick  mazes  of 
the  dance  formed  by  their  compliant  female  attend- 
ant ^f  a  thoufand  varied  hues,  made  the  raanfion* 

houfe 
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houfe  of  the  flave-owner,refemble  a  Mahometan  para- 
dife. 

Far  difFerent  were  the  other  portions  of  the  fcene. 
A  long  line  of  negroes,  with  drivers  at  certain  ftateti 
diftances  brandiflied  their  knotted  fcourges,  and 
opened  the  bleeding  mufcles  with  each  inflicted 
wound.  Two  or  three  pallid  men,  withering  in  the 
fun,  that  fcorched  them  into  fury,  felt  their  paffions 
fublimed  by  the  heat  of  the  climate,  and  now  urged 
to  unremitting  labour,  and  now  called  for  frefli  pu~ 
nifhment. 

At  the  mill,  you  might  behold  a  few  mutilated 
females  feeding  the  rollers  with  frefli  canes  to  the 
extreme  danger  of  their  yet  remaining  members  ;  at 
the  ftill-houfe,  was  not  unfrequently  to  be  feen,  an 
unhappy  wretch,  who  had  fled  from  flavery  into  the 
woods — from  man  to  nature — chained  to  the  eternal 
fire ;  while  after  the  labours  of  the  day,  the  field 
flaves  retired  not  to  reft,  but  to  new  exertions  in 
the  boiling-houfe,  carrying  a  load  of  accurfed  fugar- 
"Cane  on  their  fcarified  backs  ! 

In  fuch  a  ftate  of  fociety  as  this,  where  the  plan- 
ter can  turn  defpot  with  impunity,  and  force  thou- 
fands  of  men  with  a  darker  complexion  than  his 
own  to  endure  every  thing  fliort  of  death  ;  it 
need  occafion  but  little  wonder,  that  the  found  of  //- 
herty  fhould  be  dreadful. 

The  French  revolution  accordingly  found  the 
planters  in  general,  ftern  and  inflexible  royalifts. 
The  fubje£t  of  the  prefent  notice,  is  exprefsly  of  this 
defcription,  for  he  feems  to  doubt  whether  freedom 

be 
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be  a  bleffingto  be  obtained,  or  a  curfe  to  be  depre> 
cated.  But  as  ke  is  an  honeft  and  able  man,  not- 
withstanding his  prejudices,  he  c'onfcfles^  that  it  is 
unjuJI  to  keep  the  negroes  in  a  ftate  of  bondage  *y 
and  yet  he  actually  attempts  to  cjemonftrate  the 
neceffity  of  it:  as  if  juftice  were  to  give  way  to 
policy  f. 

tt  I  curfe,  as  well  as  you  do,"  fays  he  "  the  firft  man 
who  made  a  beaft  of  burden  of  his  equal ;  let  the 
planter  learn,  that  flavery  is  a  violation  of  the  law 
of  nature !  Let  him  confider  it  not  as  a  right,  but  as 
a  neeeffary  evil,  of  wrhich  we  are  obliged  fome 
time  longer  to  put  up  with  the  inconveniences, 
as  the  punifhment  for  the  barbarity,  and  avarice  of 
our  progenitors." 

M.  Malouet  was  an  able  fupporter  of  monarchy, 
in  the  National  AfTembly,  and  is  allowed  on  all  fides 
to  have  been  an  eloquent  and  accomplifhed  fpeaker. 
He,  however,  at  length  deemed  it  prudent  to  emi- 
grate, and  he  has  taken  refuge  in  this  country,  where 
he  occafionally  commits  his  ideas  to  the  prefs.  His 
laft  publication  is  entitled,  u  Examen  de  cette  que/- 

#  **  A  Dleu  tie  plaijc  que  j*/r'ige  aujfi  en  prindpe  en  droit  imprs- 
fcripl'ible,  t*efc lavage  des  n eg res  /" 

t  ((  Je  maad'n •  eomme  vous  le  premier  bomme  qui  fit  do  Jon  jembla- 
ble  un  bete  de  fomme,   ^Sfc." 

C(  £^ue  Is  planttur  Ame'rkain  apprenne  de  toute  pane  que  V ejclavagt 

efl  en  effet  la  violation  dn  droit  naturelj    qu'il  Is  confidere,  non  ccmme 

un  droit,  mah  comme' un    mal  necejj&he'  dont  nous    devons  fub'ir    encire 

■  qudquet  temps,  let  in  conveniens  oomme  la  peine  de  m  ha;  bam  &  de  U 

eupidite  de  nos  peres!" 

tton : 
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thn  *  Quel  fera  pour  les  Colonies  de  I*  AmSrique  le 
Refultat  de  la  Revolution    Franfoife,  de  la  Guerre 
qui  en  ejl  la  fuite^  &  de  la  Paix  qui  doit  la  termi- 
ner ?*'     He  wifhes  in  this  pamphlet  to  prevent  the 
poffibility  of  emancipation  on  the  part  of  the  ne— 
groes,  and  for  that  purpofe,  he  recommends  it  to  the 
belligerent  powers,  to  leave  all  internal  regulations ! 
to  the  colonifts  themfelves  !     He  allows,  however, 
that  negro  flavery  feems  to  become  unpopular  every 
Where,  and  he  hints  in  more  than  one  paffage,   that 
Europe  will  foon  be  fupplied  with  fugars,  folely  fronv 
Bengal. 

M.  Malouet's  plantation  in  St.  Domingo,  has 
been  deitroyed  during  the  troubles,  and  his  friends  are 
afraid  left  a  late  failure  in  the  city  fhould  have  ftraiten- 
ed  his  circurnfiances  *. 

MADAME  DU  BARRY. 

The  fate  of  a  royal  rniftrefs,  however  melancholy 
the  cataftrophe  may  be,  is  feldom  bewailed  by  the 
people,  and  this  was  precifely  the  cafe,  in  refpecT:  to 
this  lady,  whole  execution  had  been  long  ago  pre- 
dicted by  Demon nde,  and  accornplifhed  in  a  manner, 
that  neither  the  victim  nor  the  prophet  could  have 
ever  dreamed  of. 

Madame  du  Barry,  rendered  a  beauty  by  the  hand 


"  jfe  tCavo'tfi  d" "autre  bypMbeqnt  a  cffrlr  a  la  maifin  Mullmann 
que  men  habitat'. en  divafiee  au  powuotr  des  repullicaines,  &  le  feaun 
que  'fen  ai  recu  depuls  quaire  am  tfont  tu  d'autres  bornes  que  celles  que 
jy.ai  m'ifes  moHrnhneS* 
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of  nature,  created  a  countefs  by  the  command  of 
Louis  XV.  and  elevated  by  accident  from  a^  brothel 
jto  a  partnerfhip  in  the  throne,  affords  one  of  the 
many  examples  of  folly  and  profligacy,  that  produced 
and  indeed}  juftified  the  French  revolution. 

Her  origin  was  obfeure,  but  in  the  days  of  her 
glory,  fhe  Found  means  to  claim  a  relationship  with 
ibme  of  the  firft  families  in  Ireland,  and  a&ually 
conferred  employments  on  two  or  three  noble  foldiers 
of  fortune,  from  that  country,  whom  fhe  called  her 
coufinS)  and  who  deemed  themfelves  amply  compen- 
fated  for  the  difgrace,  by  regiments  and  croix  de  St. 
Louis. 

The  favourite,  conduced  herfelf  in  a  manner,  that 
at  once  dernonftrated  her  own  infolence,  the  king's 
folly,  and  the  courtiers'  fervility.  Her  kve  was  at- 
tended by  all  that  was  great,  or  more  properly  fpeak- 
ing,  by  all  that  was  mean  in  France.  On  rifing  one 
morning  from  bed,  in  prefence  of  the  monarch,  and 
his  difiipated  companions,  fhe  ordered  the  Pope's 
nuncio  to  hand  her  one  flipper,  while  the  grand 
almoner  (an  archbiiliop)  put  on  the  other  !  each 
deeming  hi'mfelf  highly  honoured  by  the  employ- 
ment \  and  fully  recompenced  with  the  tranfitory  view 
of  her  charms. 

The  chancellor  of  France,  at  her  requeft,  figned 
a  patent,  conftituting  her  negro,  governor  of  the 
eaftle  of  Lucienne,  with  a  peniion  of  fix  hundred 
livres  a  year.  The  princes  of  the  blood,  were  treat- 
ed by  her,  fometimes  with  infolence,  and  at  other 
tinaes  with  a  "vulgar  familiarity.  When  the  late 
5  dufec 
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duke  of  Orleans'  father,  folicited  her  intereft  rela- 
tive to  his  marriage  with  Madame  de  Mori  teflon, 
fhe  tapped  him  on  the  belly  (he  was  a  fat  man), 
cracked  a  joke  on  his  perfon,  permitted  him  to  con- 
fummate  the  nuptials,  and  engaged  to  take  all  the 
confequences  upon  herfelf.  The  late  queen  (Marie 
Antoinette),  while  dauphinefs,  was  at  laft  obliged 
to  entertain,  and  even  pay  court  regularly  to  her. 
She  iflued  bom,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  monarchy 
and  drew  on  the  royal  treafury,  to  whatever  amount 
fhe  pleafed,  without  the  intervention  of  the  royal 
fignet.  In  fhort,  her  toilet  was  of  jjold,  her  jewels 
were  fuperiour  to  thofe  of  any  princefs  in  Europe 
(our  own  moft  gracious  queen's  only  excepted),  and 
her  villa,  or  as  it  was  termed  her  pavilion,  at  Lu- 
cienne,  was  furnifhed  at  an  expence  equal  to  a  G\  . 
man  fubfidy. 

So  powerful  was  her  intereft,  that  the  death  of 
Louis  XV.  and  the  indignation  of  the  people,  nei- 
ther produced  fsclufion  nor  reftitution. 

At  the  revolution,  this  lady,  who,  according  to 
the  Parifians, — always  fond  of  indemnifying  them- 
felves  for  their  flavery  by  a  pun, — had  rifen  from  an 
Ecu  to  a  Louis,  very  naturally  took  part  with  a 
court,  to  which  fhe  was  attatched,  both  by  vanity 
and  gratitude.  He  vaft  wealth,  however,  and  her 
penchant  for  a  nobleman  of  high  rank,  prevented  her 
from  emigrating,  and  adding  to  the*  number  of  the 
nollejfe  who  affembled  at  Coblentz. 

Soon  after  the  king's  execution,  fhe  repaired  fro 
this  country,  and  might  have  found  an  afylum  here, 

Y  but 
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but  fhe  was  naturally  of  an  intriguing  difpofition, 
and  inftantly  commenced  a  negociation  for  the  ref- 
toration  of  the  monarchy. 

Her  charms  made  no  impreffion  on  Mr.  Pitt,  but 
his  zeal,  if  not  his  perfon,  attra&ed  her  warmeft  re- 
gards. She  always  fpoke  of  him  with  raptures,  con- 
fidered  him  as  the  prote&or  of  the  exiled  princes, 
and  actually  returned  to  France  with  his  miniature 
piclure  attached  by  a  gold  chain  to  her  neck — that 
once  lovely  neck,  fo  foon  to  be  fevered  by  the  un- 
pitying  guillotine  ! 

Caligula  made  his  horfe  Conful — Madame  du  Barry 
created  her  black  page  a  governor,  and  actually  bar- 
tered a  croix  de  St.  Louis  for  a  paroquet.  The 
philofopher  fcarcely  knows  which  mod  to  defpife : 
the  Romans  pf  one  age,  or  the  French  of  another  ! 

eARIN 

Was  one  of  the  municipal  officers  of  Paris,  and 
appertained  to  that  powerful  body,  at  a  time  it  regu- 
lated the  deftiny  of  the  whole  empire. 

In  1793,-the  capital  was  menaced  with  the  dread- 
ful fcourge  of  famine,  and  if  we  are  to  believe  fome 
fpeculative  men,  this  originated  in  a  populicide  con- 
fpiracy,  on  the  part  of  the  then  exifting  government. 

It  has  been  afierted,  with  more  zeal  than  truth, 
that  the  Committee  of  Publick  Safety,  Garat,  the 
minifter  of  the  home  department,  and  Pache  the 
mayor,  were  all  either  adtors  or  accomplices  in  this 
infernal  plot  !'Be  this  as  it  may,  fo  far  is  certain, 

that 
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that  Garin,  who  had  become  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Subfiftence,  imagining  that  an  infamous 
coalition  exifted,  which  countered  all  his  endea- 
vours, determined  to  denounce  the  authors  of  it. 
On  this  the  forty-eight  fccYions  nominated  a  fpeciai 
commiffion,  in  order  to  enquire  into  the  fa&s,  and 
Babceuf  the  fecretary  of  the  committee,  having  laid 
a  report  before  them,  they  took  him,  Garin  and  his 
colleague  Favanne,  under  their  fpecial  proteaion. 

The  Committee  of  Publick  Safety,  notwithftand- 
ing  this,  dilFolved  the  commiffion  ;  Garin  was  flip- 
ped of  his  office  and  arretted  ;  he  was  not,  however, 
fent  to  prifon,  but  remained  during  ten  months  con- 
fined in  his  houfe,  with  three  keepers. 

He  was  one  of  the  few  members  of  the  Communis 
who  did  not  participate  in  the  confpiracy  of  the  gth 
Thermidor.     On  the  contrary,  he  repaired  with  his 
guards  to  the  Cbamps-Elysees,  to  combat,  with  his 
accuftomed  energ),  the  faftion  of  Robefpierre.  Some 
time  after  this,  he  obtained  his  liberty;  but  he  fell 
fick  the  day  after,  and  died  in  the  courfe  of  a  week. 
Occupied  in  favour  of  liberty  from  the  begin- 
ning of  the  revolution,  he  had  not  only  negkaed, 
but  ruined  bis  fortune,  and  died  poor.     His  family* 
confequently,  is  in  want,  and  depends  folely  on  the 
bounty  of  the  republick. 

MADAME    DE    SILLERY. 

The  lady  now  known  by  this  name,  and  formerly  by 
thofe  of  Madame  de  Brulart,<and  Madame  de  Genlis, 
has  diftinguifhed  herfelf  in  the  republick  of  letters. 

Y2  At 
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At  an  early  period  of  her  1'fe,  fhe  entered  into 
the  fervice  of  the  family  of  Orleans,  and  pofTerTed 
great  influence  over  the  duke,  until  he  turned  politi- 
cian, a  fituation  he  v/as  but  little  calculated  for, 
either  by  nature  or  education.  On  his  miffion  to 
England,  which  has  ftill  fome thing  apocryphal  in  ic, 
fhe  excufed  his  departure,  in  a  note,  which  the 
amiable  and  refpe&able  duchefs,  his  unfortunate  con- 
fort,  transmitted 'to  all  the  journals.  She  alfo  ad- 
vifed  him  againft  accepting  the  regency  ;  and  he 
being  like  Mr.  Burke's  friend,.  Lord  Kepple,  no 
great  clerk,  (he  arranged  the  letter,  announcing  his 
refufal. 

Having  Succeeded  at  the  commencement  of  the  re- 
volution to  a  large  fortune,  fhe  gave  in  her  resignation 
as  gonvernante,  but  afterwards  accompanied  one 
of  her  female  pupik  to  England,  which  occafioned 
her  to  be  included  in  the  lift  of  emigrants.  She 
was  afterwards  decreed  in  a  ftate  of  accufation,  on 
account  of  her  fuppofed  connection  with  Dumou- 
riez;  but,  on  the  contrary,  (he  had  given  that  ge- 
neral great  offence,  by  declaring  it  as  her  opinion, 
that  France,  after  overturning  the  monarchy,  was 
bound  in  honour  to  maintain  the  republick. 

Madame  de  Sillery,  who  had  lived  on  terns  of 
intimacy  with  D'Alembert,  and  all  the  great  men 
of  France,  during  her  own  time,  was  fuppofed  to 
have  drawn  up  the  celebrated  paper^  publifhed  in 
the  name  of  the  du^e  of  Orleans,  entitled,  "  Ca- 
hiers  a  fes  commetans"  which  gave  a  wonderful 
impulfion  to   the   publick   mind,   and   ferved   as  a 

model 
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model  to  moft  of  thofe  printed  anterior  to  the  meet- 
ing of  the  ftates-general.  She,  however,  denies  this 
now,  as  fhe  did  at  that  time  to  Madame  de  r^oufflers; 
and  it  is  thought  to  be  the  production  of  his  friend 
La  Clos  ;  a  man  more  celebrated  for  his  talents  than 
his  morals.  To  the  honour  of  this  lady,  fhe  was  al- 
ways ready  to  patronize  men  of  genius, and  to  her  was 
left  the  dire&ion  of  fuch  fums  as  the  duke  of  Orleans 
chofe  to  confer  on  thofe  who  fuftained  the  honour  of 
French  literature.  She  alfo  procured  a  penfion  from 
M.  de  Calonne,  for  an  author  whom  fhe  had  never 
feen,  but  whofe  productions  fhe  was  charmed  with. 

After  having  married  one  of  her  pupils  (the  accom- 
plifhed  Pamela)  to  the  brave  and  unfortunate  Lord 
Edward  Fitzgerald,  and  placed  another  under  the  pro- 
tection of  her  own  family,  fhe  retired  to  and  now 
refides  in  the  King  of  Denmark's  German  domini- 
ons, in  the  neighbourhood  of  Altona,  with  her  niece, 
who  is  married  to  M.  de  Valence. 

Madame  de  Sillery  complains  bitterly  of  the  arts 
that  have  been  recurred  to  in  order  to  calumniate  her; 
and,  with  a  view  to  obviate  all  fufpicion,  fhe  has  pub- 
lifhed  a  hiftory  of  her  life,  fince  the  important  epoch 
of  the  revolution,  in  which  fhe  endeavours  to  refcue 
her  character  from  the  afperfions  of  ignorance  and 
malevolence.  She  tells  us,  that  after  having  confe- 
crated  twenty-five  years  to  the  education  of  her  chil- 
dren and  her  pupils,  fhe  at  laft  enjoys  that  retirement 
after  which  her  heart  had  always  panted.  She  has  been 
accufed  of  a  turn  for  intrigue ;  but  is  this  likely,  when 
it  is  recolledted  that  fhe  never  folicited  a  favour  from 

Y3  the 
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the  court,  and  never  once  waited  on  a  minifter ;  that 
(he  occupied  nearly  the  whole  of  her  time  in  the  du- 
ties of  inftrudlion  ;  (hut  herfelf  up  in  a  convent,  and 
never  gave  or  received  an  entertainment  during  thir- 
teen years  ? 

She  had  early  forefeen  that  the  views  of  the  court, 
the  diforder  of  the  finances,  and  the  general  difcon- 
tent,  were  likely  to  produce  an  inteftine  commotion. 
In  order  to  avoid  its  effects,  (he  had  determined  to 
repair  to  Nice  with  her  pupils ;  but  this  refolution 
gave  fuch  a  ftab  to  the  frail  and  fatal  popularity  of 
the  houfe  of  Orleans^  that  the  fcheme  was  abandoned. 
Madame  de  Sillery  however  obtained  the  promife  of 
being  permitted  to  repair  to  England  as  foon  as  the 
constitution  fhould  be  finished.  In  the  mean  time, 
the  Duke  himfelf  went  thither  fuddenly,and  without 
giving  her  any- previous  notice  ;  a  circumftance  uo- 
expe6led  rather  than  aftonifhing,  as  fince  his  father's 
death  he  had  withdrawn  his  confidence  entirely  from 
her,  and  conferred  it  on  M.  de  la  Clos  and  Mr.  Shee. 
No  fooner.had  he  returned  from  London,  than  (he  re- 
tired into  theJx>fom  of  her  own  family;  but,  on  re- 
ceiving intelligence  that  MademoifelleD'Orleans  was 
illjfhe  infhmtly  fet  off  for  Paris,  refumed  her  former 
fituation,  and  repaired  with  that  young  lady  to  Eng- 
land in  October  179 1.  After  remaining  fome  time 
at  Bath,  they  vifited  Bury,  where  {he  firft  heard  of 
the  execrable  maflacres  of  the  2d  and  3d  September. 

Having  been  at  length  driven  from  their  pleafant 
fituation  in  Suffolk,  by  the  anonymous  letters  and 
menaces  of  the  emigrants,  they  repaired  to  London. 
Here  again  they  were  alarmed  on  their  arrival,  by 

•the 
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the  horn-boys  of  an  evening  paper,  who  bawled  about* 
the  ftreets  u  An  account  of  the  fecret  conference  be« 
tween  Madame  Genlis  and  M.  de  Calonne* ! " 

Previoufly  to  their  return  to  France,  they  fpent  *. 
month  at  the  hofpitable  manfion  f  of  Mr.  Sheridan, 
to  whofe  diftinguifhed  talents,  as  well  as  thofe  of 
Mr.  Fox,  (he  pays  many  compliments. 

On  their  arrival  at  Calais,  they  found  themfelves 
included  in  the  lift  of  emigrants,  and  after  a  few  days 
refidence  at  Paris,  were  obliged  to  retire  to  Flanders* 
until  their  names  fhould  be  erafed  from  the  fatal  ca- 
talogue ! 

Here  Gen.  Dumouriez  (hewed  them  fome  civi- 
lities, but  no  participation  in  his  confpiracy  enfued. 
* — Soon  after  he  had  raifed  the  ftandard  of  rebellion, 
Madame  de  Sillery  was  forced  to  remove  from  Tour- 
nay  to  Mons,  where  fhe  endeavoured  to  remain  con- 
cealed from  her  family,  left  they  (hould  be  implicated 
in  her  fuppofed  guilt.  With  this  view  fhe  wrote 
the  following  letter  to  her  beloved  daughter,  then  at 
Paris : 

"  My  dear  child, 

"  The  revolt  of  M.  Dumouriez  has  forced  me  to 
fly.  Being  unable  to  re-enter  France,  I  am  about  to 
repair  to  a  foreign  but  neutral  country,  to  wait  my 
recall.  I  (hall  be  no  more  an  emigrant  there,  than  I 
was  at  Tournay ;  however,  my  dear  child,  I  prohibit 


*  She  dreaded  left  this  ridiculous  report,  during  thofe  times  of 
jealoufy  and  fufpicion,  fhould  expofe  her  to  the  refentrnent  of  the 
ruling  party. 

f  At  Ifleworth. 

Z  you 
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you  from  writing  to  me,  if  you  fhould  accidentally 
difcover  the_place  of  my  retreat.  Be  perfectly  tran- 
quil refpefting  my  circumftances;  I  poflefs  all  the 
refources  neceflary  to  my  prefent  fituation,  and  I 
fland  in  no  need  of  affiftance  of  any  kind, 

"  Adieu,  my  dear  and  tender  friend !  my  heart  fhall 
always  be  with  you,  and  I  fhall  conftantly  offer  up  my 
vows  for  the  happinefs  and  profperity  of  my  country." 

Soon  after  this,  the  female  travellers  made  all  pof- 
fible  hafte  through  Germany,  and  arrived  in  Swit- 
zerland, having  been  furnifhed  with  paffports  by  the 
once  celebrated  Gen.  Mack. 

Switzerland  was  hoftile  to  the  French  republick, 
at  this  time,  from  a  variety  of  caufes.  The  nation 
had  withdrawn  her  fubfidies,  lent  back  the  mer- 
cenary foldiers,  and  evinced  fome  degree  of  indigna- 
tion at  the  marked  protection  given  to  the  emigrants. 
Such  of  the  cantons,  too,  as  had  fubjeff  countries^ 
were  alarmed  at  the  fuccefs  of  a  revolution,  which 
threatened  the  annihilation  of  all  defpotifm,  whether 
monarchical  or  oligarchical. 

The  family  of  Orleans  had  a£ted  too  confpicuous 
a  part  in  the  late  commotions  to  experience  much 
refpe£t  there;  it  was  to  be  hoped,  however,  that  they 
would  find  fecurity.  This  was  not  the  cafe;  for 
the  magiftrates  of  Zurich  interdicted  their  refidence 
^within  that  city.  At  Zug,  in  confequence  of  the 
influence  and  the  malice  of  the  emigrants,  joined  to 
the  interference  of  the  canton  of  Berne,  they  proved 
equally  unfuccefsful.  Gen.  Montefquieu,  however, 
although  then  a  fugitive  himfelf,  exerted  his  in*. 

tereft 
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tereft  (o  effectually,  that  he  procured  their  recep- 
tion into  the  convent  of  St.  Claire,  at  a  little  diftance 
from  Bumgarten. 

M.    DE    CHARTRSS*, 

cldeft  fon  of  the  late  Duke  of  Orleans,  here  joined, 
but  foon  left  them,  in  order  to  make  the  tour  of  the 
cantons  on  foot:  hs  had  already  traverfed  all  Ger- 
many in  the  fame  manner. 

"  How  often  have  I  felicitated  myfelf  fince  hrs 
misfortunes,"  fays  Madame  de  Sillery,  u  on  the  edu- 
cation I  beftowed  on  him  !  on  the  lucky  circumftance 
of  caufing  him  to  be  taught  the  principal  modern 
languages 5  on  accuftoming  him  to  wait  on  himfelf, 
to  defpife  idlenefs,  to  fleep  on  a  wooden  board  covered 
with  a  piece  of  cloth,  to  brave  the  fun,  the  rain,  and 
the  cold;  to  accuftom  himfelf  to  fatigue  by  means  of 
violent  exercifes,  and  journies  of  four  or  five  leagues 
daily:  in  fhort,  at  having  infpired  him  with  a  taile 
for  travelling. 

"  He  has  loft  all  he  owed  to  the  chances  of  birth 
and  fortune,  and  nothing  now  remains  but  what  he 
has  received  from  me  ! " 


#M.  deChartres  ferved  with  great  reputation  in  the  army 
of  the  Republlick,  and  diftinguifhed  himfelf  particularly  at  the  bat- 
tle of  Jemappe.  He  had  been  introduced  by  his  father  to  the  Jacobin 
fociety,  of  which  he  became  a  member  j  was  ardent  and  zealous  in 
behalf  of  thk  *TG«n  of  reprefentative  government,  and  entertained 
the  moil  enthuirlftick  principles  concerning  the  rights  of  the  people, 
the  equality  of  mankind,  and  the  dangers  of  monarchy. 

After  earning  his  livelihood  in  an  honourable  and  moft  exemplary 
manner  as  a  teacher  in  one  of  the  Swifs  colleges,  he  is  faid  to  have 
repaired  to  America. 

Za  On 
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On  the  8th  of  March  1796,  hearing  that  there- 
Was  a  party  in  France  attached  to  him,  and  a  nume- 
rous body  of  his  adherents  in  foreign  countries,  who 
wifhed  to  place  him  on  the-  throne,  Madame  de  Sv 
fent  him  a  letter,  from  which  the  following  paflages 
are  tranfcribed : 

u  You  afpire  to  royalty  !  you  wiih  to  become  an 
Ufurper!"  exclaims  ftie,  u  in  order  to  abolifh  a  re- 
publick  which  you  yourfelf  have  acknowledged,  and 
for  which  you  have  fought  valiantly !  and  at  what  a 
period  !  when  France  becomes  organized,  when  the 
government  is  eftablifhed,  when  it  appears  to  be 
founded  on  the  folid  bafis  of  morality  and  juftice  !-— 
What  degree  of  confidence  can  France  place  in  a 
conftitutional  iing>  twenty-three  years  old,  whom 
fhe  beheld  but  two  years  before  an  ardent  republican, 
and  the  moft  enthufiaftick  partifan  of  equality? — 
Might  not  fuch  a  king,  as  well  as  any  other,  infen- 
fibly  abolifh  the  conftitution,  and  become  defpotick? 
According  to  generally-received  ideas,  the  interval 
is  lefs  diftant  between  any  kind  of  royalty  and  def- 
potifm,  thaiv  between  a  democratick  government 
and  the  moft  limited  royalty  ?" 

In  the  mean  time  the  daughter  of  one  of  the  moft 
illuftrious,  and,  perhaps  alfo,  the  moft  wealthy  houfe 
in  Europe,  was  reduced  to  a  fituation  bordering  on 
extreme  poverty.  The  Duke  of  Modena.  on  being 
applied  to,  excufed  himfelf  from  receiv5s>61Mademoi- 
felle  d'Orleans,  on  account  of  political  motives,  and 
contented  himfelf  with  tranfmitting  180  louts  dyor 
for  the  relief  of  the  neceflities  of  his  niece  ! 

At 
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At  length  the  Princefs  de  Conti  confented  to  take 
the  young  lady  under  her  protection;  on  this,  afteT 
many  tender  adieus  on  both  fides,  Madame  de  Genlis 
left  Switzerland,  re  enteied  Germany,  defcended  the 
Rhine  in  a  boat  to  Cologne,  and,  travelling  in  a  pri- 
vate carriage  to  Utretcht,  remained  there  for  fome 
weeks.  She  then  fet  out  from  OuaVNaarden,  in 
company  with  a  trader,  in  a  kind  of  ftage-waggon^ 
half  full  of  merchandife,  where,  however,  (he  found 
means  to  fleep  infinitely  better  than  ihe  had  ever 
been  able  to  do,  in  thofe  gilded  vehicles  fo  improperly 
termed  dormeufes.  At  Ofnaburgh,  flie  hired  a  ca- 
briolet, arrived  at  Hamburgh  in  July  1794,  and  pro- 
ceeding dire&ly  to  Akona,  lived  eight  months  in  a 
retired  manner,  affuming  a  feigned  name,  that  flie 
might  avoid  notice,  and  be  allowed  to  purfue  her  1U 
terary  occupations  in  tranquillity. 

She  then  hired  a  farm  in  Danifli  Holftein,  about 
five  leagues  from  Hamburgh,  where  flie  has  re- 
fided  ever  fince  with  her  niece  Madame  Valence, 
and  that  lady's  hufband*. 

Madame  de  Sillery,  notwithstanding  her  repeated 
felicitations,  has  not  as  yet  been  able  to  get  her  name 
erafed  from  the  lift  of  emigrants.  She  is  extremely 
deftrous  of  returning  into  her  native  country,  fully 
determined  to  refpe£t  the  new  order  of  things^  as 
file  deems  it  criminal  to  oppofe  herfelf  to  the  wTifh  of 

a  whole  nation  \  but  whatever  may  occur,  flie  is  re- 

- — .»...».         .     ■    ...- -.  .  -,......  ..   —      1, ,  .._ ,    .       — 

*  Gen.  Valence,  who,  after  diftinguiming  himfelf  by  his  extraor- 
dinary prowefs,  firft  joined  in  Dumouriez's  revolt,  anil  then  emi- 
grated along  with  him. 

Z  3  folved 
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folved  to  continue  a  French  citizen,  even  in  a  foreign* 
land,  if  fhe  cannot  be  one  within  the  circuit  of  the 
republick.  { 

u  No  pecuniary  intereft  induces  me,"'  fays  fhe, 
*c  to  return  to  my  native  country ;  I  poffefs  no 
perfonal  fortune,  and  1  can  only  claim  a  dowry* 
the  very  recolle&ion  of  which  ftrikes  me  with 
horrour. 

u  My  fole  motive  is  to  obtain  that  juftice  which 
is  my  due,  and  once  more  embrace  my  daughter, 
my  grandchildren  and  friends,  whom  heaven  has 
ftill  preferved  to  me.  I  fhould  alfo  wifh  to  repair  to 
Marfeilles,  to  offer  the  fuceour  of  a  truly  maternal- 
tendernefs  to  my  innocent  and  unfortunate  pupils, 
But  if  I  be  refufed  this  requeft,  I  fhall  bear  my 
ftrange  deftiny  with  refignation.  I  have  fulfilled  my 
duties;  I  have  at  length  obtained  an  honourable 
afylum,  and  I  fhall  find  in  my  own  confcience,  and 
in  th^  eflreem  of  thofe  I  love,  all  the  confolatioi* 
which  I  myfelf  require," 

€.'A.  BR VL ART  DE  itikt&VL&j 

The  hufband  of  the  former,  was  born  at  Paris  if* 
1756,  and  known  before  the  revolution  by  the  title  of 
Count  de  Genlis.  He  was  a  man  of  great  courage, 
wit,  and  talents;  he  had  ferved  in  the  marine  in  In- 
dia, and  was  covered  with  wounds,  received  in  the 
fervice.  When  only  twenty  years  of  age,  he  obtained 
the  croix  de  Su  Louis^  for  a  brilliant  action  achieved 
ty  husu 

H* 
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He  was  nominated  a  member  both  of  the  confti- 
tuent  aflembly  and  the  national  convention,  in  the 
latter  of  which  he  fat  as  a  deputy  from  the  depart- 
ment of  La  Somme. 

He  and  his  wife  feerrr  to  have  been  very  cool  in 
their  attachment  to  each  other,-  for  at  the  age  of 
thirty  fhe  fhut  herfelf  up  in  a  convent  at  Bellechajfey 
where  fhe  feems  to  have  confined  herfelf  during  thir- 
teen years.  They,  however,  wrote  to  each  other  in 
the  Under eji  manner  poffible^  and  on  her  return  from 
England,  he  repaired  to  Calais,  to  attend  her  to  the 
capital, 

He  voted  againft  the  death  of  Louis,  and  on  this 
occafion  tranfmitted  the  following  letter  to  Madame 
de  Genlis,  who  was  then  abroad,  being  confidered  as 
an  emigrant: 

cc  Je  vous  envoye  mon  opinion  imprimee,  vous 
verrez;  qu'en  opinant  pour  h.  riclufion  jufquya  la palxy 
je  dis  franchementjet  qu'il  ne  merite  point  la  mort,  et 
que  nous  n'avons  point  le  droit  de  le  juger,  &c.  J'ai 
fuivi  les  mouvemens  de  ma  confcience,  fachant  tres- 
bien  que  cette  opinion  enoneee  fi  nettement  eft  Tar- 
ret  de  ma  mort/r 

On  being  requefted  by  his  wife  to  emigrate,  he 
anfwered  in  the  true  ftile  and  fpirit  of  a  gallant 
officer,  a  Qu*il  ne  deferteroit  jamais." 

He  was  imprifoned  *  for  fome  time,  then  included 

in 

*  "  Sillery  entered  into  a  regular  commercial  negotiation  for  his 
liberty,  and  the  bargain  was  at  length  fealed  with  a  prefent  of  two 
hundred  bottles  of  his  champagne.  However,  notwithstanding  this, 

he 
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in  the  prescription  of  the  deputies  of  the  Gironde^ 
and  executed  on  the  31ft  of  O&ober  1793,  m  tne 
37th  year  of  his  age.  \ 

M.    ROLAKD, 

MINISTER    OF    THE    HOME    DEPARTMENT. 

Amidft  the  excefles  of  the  revolutionary  govern- 
ment, it  may  have  been  difficult  to  appreciate  the 
great  men  who  appeared  fucceflively  on  the  political 
ftage.  The  panegyricks  of  interefted  individuals, 
the  denunciations  of  perfonal  enemies,  the  clamours 
of  difappointed  faction,  the  arts  and  intrigues  of 
party,; — all  tend  to  throw  a  cloud  around  the  judg- 
ment, and  render  even  the  pureft  character  equivocal. 

The  days  of  terrour  and  delufion  are,  however, 
now  paft;  the  profcriptions  of  the  modern  Syllas 
and  Mariufes  are-at  an  end;  Robespierre,  Marat, 
and  St  Just,  have  been  puniflied;  and,  alasl  Ro- 
land himfelf  is  no  more  ! 

At  the  reprefentation  of  one  of  the  tragedies  of 
./Efchylus,   the  Athenian  people,   aflembled  in    the 

he  did  not  procure  his  entire  liberation,  but  was  confined  at  the- 
Luxembourg  lefs  rigoroufly  than  before,  and  allowed  to  converfe 
with  whomfoever  he  pleufed. 

"  Two  or  three  women  of  bad  fame,  dependent  on  fome  of  the 
members  of  the  committees  of  public  fafety  and  general  furety,  formed 
a  kind  of  commercial  fociety,  and  ftipulated  the  price  to  be  paid 
either  for  the  deliverance  or  gentle  ufage  of  every  remarkable  citizen. 
The  Cordeliers  at  this  time  attempted  to  demonstrate  the  necefiity 
of  making  away  with  frifpecTed  perfons,  and  punifhments  Were  de- 
nounced againfl  thofe  who  fpoke  unfavourably  of  the  raaflacres  of 
September."  Madame  RelancTs  Afttal. 

public 
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publick  theatre,  on  the  repetition  of  a  fentence  in  com- 
mendation of  moral  goodnefs,  inftantly  fixed  their 
eyes  on  the  fon  of  Lyfimachus.  Perhaps  pofterity, 
while  perufing  the  hiftory  of  the  prefent  times,  may 
burft  oat  into  commendations  at  the  name  of  the 
modern  AriJJides. 

Roland,  known  before  the  revolution  by  the  de- 
signation of  M.  Roland  de  la  Platilre^  was  a  native 
of  the  South  of  France,  having  been  born  at  le  Clos 
la  Platierey  four  leagues  from  Villefranche,  in  1732* 
His  family,  which  was  ancient,  pofiefled  a  fief,  and, 
having  attained  confiderable  eminence  in  the  law, 
.  was  confidered  as  appertaining  to  what  was  thea 
termed  Noblejfe  de  la  robe  *. 

He 


#  This.circumftance  was  recurred  to,  as  a  reproach  againft  Ro- 
land, by  the  Mountain  party,  when  they  wifhed  to  render  him  un- 
popular. It  was  alfo  confidered  as  a  crime,  that  letters  of  noBlity 
had  been  folicited  for  him  in  1784. 

"  On  a  reproche  a  Roland  d' avoir  follicit*  des  lettres  denobleffej 
voici  la  verite.  Sa  famille  en  avoit  les  privileges  depuis  plufieurs- 
fiecles,  par  charges,  mais  qui  ne  les  tranfmettoient  point  5  et  par 
Topulence  qui  en  foutient  toutes  les  marques,  armoires,  chapelle? 
livree,  fief,  &c. 

"  L'opulence  difparut;  elle  fut  fuivie  d'une  mediocrite  honnete, 
et  Roland  avoit  la  perfpeclive  de  finir  fes  jours  dans  un  domaine,  le 
feui  qui  refta  a  fa  famille,  et  qui  appartient  encore  a  fon  aine  5  il 
crut  avoir  droit,  par  fon  travail,  aaflurer  a  fes  defcendans  un  avan- 
tage  dont  fes  auteurs  avoient  joui,  et  qu'il  auroit  dedaigne  d'acheter. 
II  prefente  fes  titles  en  confequence,  pour  obtenir  des  lettres  de  re- 
connoifiTance  de  noblefle  ou  d'annoblifiement.  Cetoit  au  commence- 
ment de  1734;  je  ne  fais  quel  eft  Thomme  qui,  a  cette  epoque,  et 
dans  fa  fituation,  eut  cru  contraire  a  fagefife  d'en  faire  autant.     Je 

vins 


262  M.ROLAND. 

He  was  the  younger  of  five  brothers,  and  as  a  corf- 
fiderable  part  of  the  patrimonial  fortune  had  been  dif- 
fipated,  it  was  intended  to  get  rid  of,  by  placing  him 
in  the  church.  This  he  objected  to,  as  not  fuiting 
his  difpofition,  and,  at  the  age  of  nineteen,  left  the 
paternal  manfion,  and  went  to  Nantes,  with  a  view 
of  failing  to  the  Indies.  » 

The  weak  ftate  of  his  lungs,  accompanied  with  a 
/pitting  of  blood,  prevented  the  execution  of  this  pro- 
ject; he  therefore  repaired  to  Rouen,  where  his  re- 
lation M.  Godinot,  an  infpeftor  of  manufac~hires> 
propofedtohim  to  follow  this  branch  of  adminift ration* 
—He  complied  with  the  invitation,  and  foon  diftin- 
guifhed  h'mfelf  by  his  induftry,  activity,  and,  above 
all,  by  his  difintereftednefs.  In  confequerxe  of  his 
extraordipary  merits,  he  was  employed  by  govern- 
ment, and  received  an  appointment,  which,  if  not 
commenfurate  with  his  merits,  at  leaft  fiipplied  all 
his  wants,  and  fatisfied  his  ambition.  His  chief  de- 
light was  in  ftudy ;  he  became  a  man  of  letters  in  his 
youth,  and  was  a  philosopher,  not  only  in  theory  but 
in  practice.    ~ 

Refiding  at  Amiens,  in  I775>  in  his  official  capa- 
city, he  happened  to  vifit  at  the  houfe  of  a  Madame 


vlns  a  Paris,  je  vis  bientot  que  les  nouveaux  intendans  du  com- 
merce, jaloux  de  fon  anciennete  dans  une  partie  d'adminiftratioyi 
ou  il  en  favoit  plus  qu'eux,  en  contradidion  avec  fes  opinions  fur 
la  liberte  du  commerce  qu'il  defendoit  avec  vigueur,  en  lui  donnant 
les  atteftations  requiCes  de  fes  grands  travaux,  qu'ils  ne  pouvoient 
refufer,  n'y  mettroient  pas  l'accent  qui  fait  reuflir.  Je  jugeai  qur 
e'etoit  yne  idee  a  laifTer  dormir,  et  je  n*  pouffai  point  les  tentatives." 

Canned 
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Cannet,  from  whom  he  heard  a  great  deal  about  a 
very  extraordinary  young  Par  ifian,  called  Mademoifelle 
Phlipon,  the  daughter  of  a  refpe&able  artiSt,  whofe 
picture  he  at  the  fame  time  faw  and  admired.  As  he 
repaired  every  winter  to  the  capital,  he  requefted  a 
letter  of  introduction  to  the  lady  of  whom  he  had 
heard  fo  much,  and  received  one  *  from  the  hands  of 
Sophia  Cannet,  who  had  lived  for  fome  time  in  the 
fame  convent,  and  carried  on  a  regular  correfpondence 
with  her. 

On  his  arrival  in  Paris,  he  proceeded  to  her  father's 
houfe,  and  found  her  in  mourning  for  the  death  of  a 
beloved  mother.  Her  afflictions  had  tinted  her  lovely 
countenance  with  a  foft  and  tender  melancholy,  , 
which  proved  highly  interesting  to  her  philofophical 
vifrtor,  who,  notwithstanding  his  admiration  of  the 
ancients,  was  captivated  at  the  fight  of  a  handfome, 
modern  French  woman,  of  twenty-one  years  of  age. 
He  himfclf  at  this  period  appeared  to  be  rather  more 
than  forty,  tall  in  perfon,  negligent  in  his  attitudes, 
and  with  that  kind  of  rujl  about  him,  which  ufually 
accompanies  Studious  men.  His  manners,  however, 
1  were  at  once  fimple  and  eafy,  and  without  poSTeSling 
I  the  elegance  of  high  life,  he  feemed  to  ally  the  po- 

*  *(  Cette  lettre  te  fera  remifc,"  m'ecrivoit  ma  bonne  amie,  "  par 

le  philofophe,  dont  je  t'ai  fait  quelquefois  mention,  M.  Roland  de  la 

Platierey  homme  eclaire,  de  mceurs  pures,  a  qui  Ton  ne  peut  re- 

1  procher  que  fa  grande  admiration  pour  les   anciens  aux  depcns  des 

modernes  qu'ii  deprife,  tt  le  foible  de  trop  aimer  a  parler  de  lui." — 

Ce  portrait  efl  moins  qu'une  ebauchej  mais  le  trait  fe  trouvoit  jufte  . 

ct  bien  falfi. 

jippel  a  Fimfarthle  pefte'rite,  par  la  cltoyewrt  Roland. 

litenefs 
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litenefs   of  a  man  of  birth  with  the  gravity  of  a 
philofopher. 

Although  very  thin,  of  a  yellow  complexion,  and 
with  a  forehead  already  beginning  to  appear  bald, 
yet  his  features  were  regular:  but  in  the  opinion  of 
his  miftrefs  he  feemed  rather  refpeftable  than  fe- 
during.  In  difcourfe,  his  countenance  evinced  a 
fubtle  kind  of  fmile,  and  he  became  extremely  ani- 
mated when  he  argued  on  any  fubjeft.  His  voice 
was  mafculine,  his  periods  were  fhort,  and  his  con- 
verfation  full  of  matter,  for  his  head  was  replete  with 
ideas. 

At  that  period  he  had  juft  returned  from  the  tour 
cf 'Germany;  in  1776,  he  made  preparations  for  vifit- 
ing  Italy,  and  as  he  had  by  this  time  conceived  a  great 
regard  for  his  new  acquaintance,  he  depofited  all  his 
manufcripts  in  "her  hand,  which  were  to  be  at  her 
difpofal,  if  any  misfortune  fhould  happen  to  him  in 
the  courfe  of  his  journey.  Such  a  confpicuous  mark 
of  efteem  appears  to  have  affe&ed  her  greatly,  and 
perhaps  laid  the  foundation  of  that  regard  which  af- 
terwards produced  a  clofer  union. 

During  his  abfence,  one  of  his  brothers,  a  bene- 
di&ine  prior  of  the  college  of  Glugny,  at  Paris,  a 
man  of  talents,  gentle  manners,  and  amiable  charac- 
ter, often  called  on  Mademoifelle  Phlipon,  with 
news  concerning  her  lover,  and  he  read  to  her  his 
cbfervations  on  the  men,  manners,  and  manufac- 
tures of  the  countries  through  which  he  paffedj 
thefe  were  afterwards  published. 

On 
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On  his  return,  M.  Roland  repeated  his  vifits,  and 
an  intimate  friendfhip  was  foon  eftablifhed  between 
them  :  but  when,  at  the  end  of  five  years,  he  prefled 
her  to  marriage,  the  young  lady  at  firft  declined  enter- 
ing into  that  ftate,  from  the  moft  generous  motives  : 
fhe  imagined  the  union  might  not  be  altogether 
agreeable  to  his  family,  and  me  knew  that  it  could 
not  be  advantageous,  for  although  bred  up  in  the  ex- 
pectation of  a  large  dowery,  an  income  of  five  hun- 
dred livres  a  year,  and  her  wardrobe,  at  this  moment 
conftituted  her  fole  fortune. 

Her  father,  who  was  perhaps  afraid  of  being  ques- 
tioned by  a  fon-in-law,  concerning  the  property 
which  he  had  diffipated,  refufed  his  confent  to  the 
union,  after  that  of  his  daughter  had  been  obtained. 
In  confequence  of  this,  fhe  retired  to  a  convent,  and 
M.  Roland,  afFefled,  on  his  return  to  town,  at  feeing 
her  appear  at  the  grate,  infifted  on  her  immediately 
becoming  his  wife,  and  after  obtaining  his  fuit,  loved 
Tier  more  and  more,  in  proportion  as  he  became 
better  acquainted  with  her  many  eftimable  quali- 
ties. 

The  firft  year  of  their  union  was  fpent  in  Paris, 
whether  Roland  had  been  called  by  the  Intendants  of 
Commerce,  who  -wifhed  to  make  new  regulations 
relpe&ing  manufactures ;  regulations  which  he  com- 
bated, in  oppofition  to  his  own  private  intereft,  but 
with  all  his  might,  becaufe  founded  on  narrow  no- 
tions, and  hoftile  to  thofe  principles  of  general  li- 
berty, which  he  wifhed  to  introduce. 

A  a  During 
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During  his  refidence  in  the  capital,  he  caufed 
fame  papers  which  he  had  drawn  up  for  the  academy 
to  be  printed,  and  he  prepared  his  manufcripts  rela- 
tive to  Italy. 

Madame  Roland,  on  this  occafion,  corre&ed  the 
proof  fheets,  and  made  out  fair  copies  of  his  intended 
publication,  relative  to  the  South  of  Europe.  She 
at  the  fame  time  went  through  a  courfe  of  natural 
hiftory,  applied  herfelf  to  the  ftudy  of  botany  ;  and 
as  the  health  of  her  hufband  was  very  delicate,  did 
not  fcruple  to  fuperintend  the  management  of  the 
table,  or  even  to  prepare  fuch  difhes  with  her  own 
hand,  as  were  likely  to  agree  with  his  delicate 
ftomaclv 

The  next  four  years  were  fpent  at  Amiens,  where 
(he  became  a  mother  *  and  a  nurfe,  without  ceafing 
to  participate  in- the  literary  labours  of  her  hufband, 
who  was  entrufted  with  a  confiderable  part  of  the 
New  Encyclopedia.  This  happy  couple  never 
quitted  their  ftudy,  but  in  order  to  vifit  the  neigh- 
bouring country  j  during  thofe  folitary  rambles, 
Madame  Roland  made  an  herbal  of  the  plants  of 
Picardy,  and  a  tafte  for  aquatick  botany,  produced  a 
little  work  on  that  fubjeft  f. 

In  1784,  they  removed  to  the  generality  of  Lyons, 
and  refided  for  fome  time  near  Villefranche,  in  the 
houfe  where  M.  Roland  was   born,  along  with  his 

*  She  never  had  but  one  child — a  lovely  daughter,  whom  (he 
herfelf  fuckled,  and  who  furvives  her. 
•\-  UArt  du  Tcurfier, 

mother 
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mother  and  his  eldeft  brother,  who  was  a  canon. 
Some  domeftick  chagrins  fcem  to  have  rendered  their 
Hay  here  rather  disagreeable,  for  Madame  la  Platiere 
was  ill-natured,  and  her  eldeft  fan  affe&ed  a  Superio- 
rity over  the  youngeft,  which  was  intolerable  to  a 
man  of  a  bold,  original,  and  independent  mind.  Two 
of  the  winter  months  were  conftantly  fpent  at  Lyons, 
then  confidered  as  one  of  the  firft  cities  of  the  king- 
dom, and  the  refort  of  all  the  provincial  nobility. 

In  1784,  they  vifited  England,  and  in  1787  made 
the  tour  of  Germany- 

On  the  death  of  Madame  la  Platiere,  they  refidedu 
chiefly  at  the  family  manSion,  called,  Le  Clos  la  Fla- 
tiere.  Situated  in  the  parifti  of  Thezee.  The  foil 
does  not  appear  fertile,  but  it  produces  excellent 
wine,  and  is  the  laft  region  of  the  vineyards  on  this 
Side  of  the  high  mountains  of  Beaujolois. 

In  this  Sylvan  retreat,  Roland  purSued  bis  literary 
labours  in  an  uninterrupted  SuccefTion,  while  his 
amiable  conSort  entered  into  all  the  details  of  rural 
economy.  The  neighbouring  peafantry  in  her  found 
a  friend,  during  the  hour  of  diftrefs,  and  (he  became 
the  phyfician  of  the  adjacent  country. 

In  1789,  fhe  Snatched  her  hufband  from  the  rava- 
ges oSa  horrible  malady;  Sat  up  Six  days  and  nights 
without  either  fleepirg  or  changing  her  clothes,  and 
nurSed  him  with  uncommon  tenderneSs  during  a  con- 
valescence cf  fix  months. 


f  At  this  period  M.  Roland  was  well  known  to  the  prefent  Pre- 
sident, of  the  Royal  Society,  and  vifited" frequently  at  his  houfe* 

A-  a  z  At 
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At  length  the  period  of  the  revolution  arrived, 
and  this  refpe&able  family,  abandoning  domeftick 
eafe,  prepared  both  to  aft  and  to  fuffer  in\he  caufe 
of  freedom.  The  friends  of"  humanity,  the  adorers 
of  liberty,  they  fondly  hoped  that  the  epecla  of  me- 
liorating the  condition  of  the  human  race  was  ar- 
rived ;  and  that  the  miferies  of  the  lower  orders  in 
France,  at  which  they  had  fo  often  wept,  was  about 
to  be  done  away.  In  this  difpofition  of  mind,  they 
confidered  the  convocation  of  the  ftates-general  as 
a  happy  augury,  and  hailed  that  great  event  with 
tranfport. 

Happening  tp  be  at  Lyons  about  this  time,  the 
opinions  of  Roland  converted  many  of  his  former 
friends  into  bitter  enemies.  Habituated  to  the  felfifli 
calculations  of  commerce,  they  could  not  conceive 
how  it  was  poffible  to  provoke  and  applaud  thofe 
changes,  by  which  the  inferiour  claffes  were  alone 
likely  to  profit ! 

The  patriots  of  that  city,  on  the  other  hand,  were 
rejoiced  to  behold  a  man  of  family,  worth,  and  for- 
tune, attached-  to  their  interefts,  and  on  the  firft 
formation  of  a  municipality  he  was  eledted  one  of  the 
officers.  In  this  ftation  he  foon  diftinguifhed  him- 
felf  by  his  talents,  and  ftill  more  by  his  inflexible 
integrity.  Thefe  ineflimable  qualities  occafioned 
him  to  be  employed  in  an  important  million  to  the 
conftituent  aflembly.  Difcuffions  concerning  com- 
merce at  that  period  occupied  the  attention  of  the 
legiflature,  and  it-was  neceffary  that  the  fecond  city 
in  the  empire,  one  tod,  fo  famous  for  its  population, 

Opulence, 
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opulence,   and  manufactures,  ftiould  have  a  fkilful 
'  agent  in  the  capital  to  watch  over  its  interefts.    The 
immenfe  debts  with   which  it  was  burthened  was 
alfo  another  confideration  of  no  fmall  confequenee. 

Roland  was  accordingly  fixed  upon,  and  he  re- 
paired with  his  family  to  Paris,  where,  he  fpent  a 
whole  year,  and  foon  formed  connexions  that  raifed 
him  to  the  higheft  dignities  of  the  ftate.  His  cha- 
racter was  already  eftabliftied ;  he  was  a  member  of 
all  the  academies  of  the  South  of  France,  and  had; 
drawn  up  the  cahiers  of  the  city  of  Lyons,  on  the 
convocation  of  the  States  General,  at  the  exprefs 
recommendation  of  the  fociety  of  agriculture* 

After  faithfully  difcharging  the  various  functions 
of  his  new  appointment,  he  returned  to  his  native* 
province,  and  foon  after  learned  that  the  office  of  in~ 
fpeftor  was  abolifhed.  Thirty-eight  years  of  con-, 
ftant  and  affiduous  fervice  entitled  him  to  fome  pro- 
vifion,  and  it  was  with  a  view  to  obtain  this,  that  he 
returned  to  the  capital  in  December  1791;  but  he 
foon  found  that  the  fituation  of  publick  affairs  was, 
fuch,  that  particular  interefts  mull;  give  way,  and  he 
accordingly  feems  from  that  moment  to  have  aban* 
doned  every  idea  of  an  indemnification. 

It  was  at  that  period  he  formed  an  acquaintance 
with  Briflbt:  this  circumftance  contributed  greatly 
to  decide  his  future  deftiny.  By  him  he  was  intro- 
duced to  the  Jacobin  club,  then  an  aflemblage  of 
the  moft  enlightened  patriots  of  the  age;  but  he 
never  afcended  the  tribune.  Soon  after  his  admiffion 
he  was  nominated  a  member  of  the  committee  of 

A  a  3  eorre- 
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correfpondence,  and  as  he  was  affifted  by  his  wife,  his 
induftry  was  confidered  as  exemplary. 

Several  deputies  of  the  afTembly  were  accuftomed 
to  meet  in  a  large  apartment  in  the  Place  Vendome^ 
and  Roland,  whofe  knowledge  and  integrity  were 
now  generally  known,  was  invited  to  repair  thither; 
but  the  diftance  was  fo  great  from  the  quarter  in 
which  he  lived,  that  he  went  but  feldom.  The  few 
times  he  appeared  there  encreafed,  however,  the  good 
opinion  before  conceived  of  him,  and  led  to  his  im- 
mediate advancement. 

Publick  affairs,  at  this  period,  aflumed  a  cloudy 
afpeft,  and  much  jealoufy  had  been  excited  by  the  fuf- 
picious  conduft  of  the  court.  The  adminiftration 
was  compofed  of  men  unfriendly  to  the  caufe  of  li- 
berty, and  by  their  a£tions  they  appeared  far  from 
being  indifpofed  to  overturn  a  conftitution  which  the 
King  had  reluctantly  fworn  to  maintain,  and  which 
lie  feemed  defirous  to  overthrow  on  the  firft  favour- 
able opportunity.  His  fecret  advifers,  however, 
began  to  be  afraid  of  the  confequences ;  Tor  the 
whole  nation  was  aroufed.  It  was  faid,  that  if 
Louis  were  fincere,  inftead  of  choofing  his  minifters 
from  among  fche  adherents  of  the  ancient  fyftem,  he 
would  feledt  publick  functionaries,  whofe  civifm  was 
unfpotted. 

Fear  or  weaknefs  at  length  inclined  the  court  to 
liften  to  the  general  wifh,  and  it  was  decided  with 
equal  fecrecy  and  cunning,  either  to  gain  over  the 
new  minifters,  or  difmifs  them.  It  was  accordingly 
agreed  upon,  that  a  patriot  adminiftraticn  fhould  be 

formed; 
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formed;  and  as  fome  of  the  Girondijls  were  confulted 
as  to  the  proper  perfons  to  be  put  in  nomination,  the 
committee  of  the  Place  Vendome  inftantly  pointed 
out  Roland,  as  an  able  man  who  had  written  on  fe- 
veral  different  branches  of  adminiftration,  who  pof- 
feffed  experience,  enjoyed  an  unfullied  reputation, 
and  who,  to  a  proper  age  and  exemplary  morals,  added 
a  decided  attachment  to  liberty,  the  principles  of 
which  he  had  inculcated  in  his  writings,  anteriour  to 
the  commencement  of  the  revolution. 

The  King,  who  was  not  unacquainted  with  thefe 
fa6ls,  confented,  and  BrifTot  waited  on  Madame  Ro- 
land, in  order  to  found  her  about  the  inclinations  of 
her  hufband,refpe£ting  fo  important  a  charge  as  that 
of  Minifter  of  the  Home  Department. 

Roland  was  not  infenfible  either  to  the  refponfibi- 
lity  attached  to  fuch  an  office,  or  the  dangers  and 
difficulties  accompanying  his  acceptance  of  it,  at 
fuch  a  critical  period.  But  he  was  convinced,  on 
the  other  hand,  that  his  intentions  were  pure,  his  de- 
figns  honourable;  and  he  accordingly  accepted  the 
appointment,  with  a  fixed  determination  to  exercife 
his  fun£Hons  no  longer  than  he  could  prove  fervice- 
able  to  the  ftate. 

The  very  next  day  Dumouriez,  then  at  the  head 
of  the  foreign  department,  called  on  Roland,  in  com- 
pany with  BrifTot,  to  announce  that  the  King  had 
chofen  him  minifter  of  the  interiour ;  he  at  the  fame 
time  affured  his  new  colleague  of  the  fincere  i  Men- 
tions on  the  part  of  his  Majefty,  to  fupport  the  c  >n- 
ftitution,  and  hoped  that  the  political  machine  would 

move 
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move  with  uniformity,  as  but  one  opinion   would 
thenceforth  prevail  in  the  cabinet.  A 

The  fucceeding  morning  was  the  time  fixed  for 
prefenting  the  new  minifter,  after  which  he  was  to 
take  the  oaths,  and  his  feat  at  the  council  board.  It 
was  ufual  on  thofe  occafions  to  repair  thither  in  what 
was  termed  a  court  drefs ;  but  this  did  not  fuit  the 
fitnple  manners  of  the  philofopher  to  whom  the  home 
department  was  now  entrufted.  On  the  contrary, 
he  went  to  the  palace,  arrayed  as  ufual,  with  a  few  thin 
filvery  hairs,  fimply  combed  down  his  venerable  head, 
a  round  hat,  a  plain  brown  coat,  and  his  (hoes  tied  with 
black  ribands*.  No  fooner  did  the  courtiers  receive 
intimation  of  this  event,  and  beheld  a  philofopher 
difdaining  to  fubjedl  himfelf  to  their  miferable  eti- 
quette,  than  they  furveyed  him  with  a  certain  degree 
of  horrour,  and  complained  of  the  fcandal  likely  to 
enfue  from  his  condu&f. 


*  When  Dr.  Eranklin  had  a  conference  with  Louis  XVL  he 
could  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  alter  any  part  of  his  drefs. 

f  "  Ces  valets  de  la  cour,  qui  attachoient  la  plus  grande  impor- 
tance a  Tetiquette  dont  ils  tenoient  leur  exiftence,  le  confiderent 
avec  fcandale  et  meme  une  forte  d'effroi  5  Tun  d'eux  s'approche  de 
D umouriez  en  froncant  le  fourcil,  et  lui  dit  a  Toreille,  en  montrant 
des  yeux  Tobjet  de  fa  confternation  : 

"  Monfieur !  point  de  boucles  a  fes  fouliers  I—" 

"  Dumouriez,  prete  a  la  repartie,  et  fe  revetant  d'un  ferleux 
comique  s'ecrie. 

■■■    ■  "  Monfieur!  tout  eft  perdu  !" 

"  Le  valet  courut  bientdt  et  fit  rire  ceux  qui  en  avoient  le  moins 


Louis, 
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Louis,  who  had  now  admitted  the  patriots  into  the 
adminiftration  of  publick  affairs,  endeavoured  to  gain 
their  confidence,  and  he  fucceeded  fo  effectually  dur- 
ing the  firlt  three  weeks,  that  they  were  enchanted 
with  his  conduit,  and  actually  began  to  felicitate 
,  themfelves^  on  having  miftaken  his  charadler.  His 
Majefty,  however,  did  not  feem  difpofed  to  proceed 
to  bufinefs,  and  employed  the  time  fpent  at  the  coun- 
cil table  in  joking  with  Dumouriez,aiking  queftions 
refpe£Hng  commerce  and  manufactures  from  Ro- 
land, and  in  reading  the  French  gazettes,  or  the 
Englifh  journals.  » 

Whenever  the  new  minifters  wifhed  to  decide  're- 
lative to  the  condudt  of  the  Auftrians,  he  carefully 
eluded  the  difcuflion,  but  at  the  fame  time  manifefted 
the  moft  marked  repugnance  to  hoftilities. 

At  length  the  menacing  attitude  affumed  by  the 
court  of  Vienna  produced  a  crifis.  Servan,  the  mi- 
nifter  at  war,  propofed  to  the  affembly  the  forma- 
tion of  a  camp  of  twenty  thoufand  men,  under  the 
walls  of  Paris.  This  fcheme  was  adopted  with  en- 
thufiafm,as  was  alfo  another  for  repreffmg  the  refrac- 
tory clergy,  who  wifhed  to  ftir  up  a  fpirit  of  fanati- 
ciftn  among  the  people. 

All  the  fix  minifters  fupported  thefe  two  decrees, 
as  absolutely  necefiary  in  the  then  pofture  of  affairs; 
but  the  court,  which  had  fchemed  the  return  of  the 
ancient  defpotifm,  by  means  of  partial  revolts  on  one 
hand,  and  a  fecret  communicarion  with  the  foreign 
enemy  on  the  other,  became  exceflively  alarmed  on 

hearing 
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hearing  of  meafures  fo  admirably  calculated  to  frus- 
trate all  their  plans. 

The  King  had  determined  to  refufe  hi"s  fan&ion, 
but  he  did  not  wifh  to  give  a  direct  negative,  and 
therefore  delayed  to  fignify  his  refolution,  in  order 
to  gain  time,  and  form  a  new  miniftry.     To  enable 
him  to  accomplifh  this,  the  Queen  fent  for  Dumou- 
riez,  and  had  feveral  conferences  with  that  crafty  gene- 
ral, who  had  become  tired  of  colleagues  who  were  too 
auftere  in  their  manners  to  be  agreeable  to  him,  and 
too  well  acquainted  with  the  world,  to  be  impofed 
upon  by  his  intrigues.     They  did  not  approve  of  the 
appointment  of  Bonne-Carrere,  for  whom  he  had  pro- 
cured the  crcfs  of  St.  Louis,  and  had  nominated  di- 
re&or-general  of  foreign  affairs^  becaufe  they  confi- 
dered  him  as  a  mere  intriguer^  equally  deftitute  of 
talents  and  character.     Roland  alfo,  had  reproached 
the  minifter  himfelf  with  his  conduct,  as  he  had  dis- 
covered that  one  hundred  thoufand  livres  were  lodged 
at  a  notary's,  by  wTay  of  payment  for  a  publick  office, 
which  money  was  to  be  fliared  between  his  confiden- 
tial Secretary  ^and  his  miftrefs  Madame  Beau  vert. 

No  fooner  did  the  minifter  at  the  head  of  the  fo- 
reign department  find  himfelf  detedied,  and  perceive 
at  the  fame  time  that  the  greater  part  of  the  other 
minifters  were  difagreeable  to  the  King,  than  he  de- 
termined to  procure  their  difmifiion,  and  proceed  to 
a  new  nomination.  Roland,  on  the  other  hand,  be- 
ing refolved  to  come  to  an  immediate  explanation 
with  h?s  Majefty,  and  either  prevail  upon  him  to  af- 
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fent  to  the  two  decrees,  or,  in  the  event  of  a  refufa!, 
give  in  his  own  resignation,  determined  to  tranfmit 
his  fentiments  on  this  fubje&.  Accordingly,  when 
the  King  requefted  the  written  opinions  of  all  the 
members  of  the  council,  Roland  felzed  that  opportu- 
nity of  conveying  the  famous  letter  *  to  the  Execu- 
tive; a  performance  written  with  a  boldnefs  to 
which  Louis  had  been  unaccuftomed,  and  evidently 
compofed  in  the  confidence  that  the  Prince  was 
unfriendly  to  the  conftitution  he  had  fworn  to 
maintain : 

"  Sire, 
"  The  prefent  ftate  of  affairs  in  France  cannot  be 
of  long  duration.  It  is  a  crifis  at  its  higheft  degree 
of  violence,  and  muft  terminate  in  a  fhock  that  inte- 
rests your  Majefty  as  much  as  it  does  the  whole  em- 
pire. Honoured  with  your  confidence,  and  placed 
in  a  fituation  in  which  it  behoves  me  to  fpeak  the 
truth  to  you,  I  venture  to  do  it  without  difguife;  it 

*  Madame  Roland  appears  to  have  held  the  pen  on  this  oc- 
nafion : 

"  Je  fis  la  fameufe  lettre,  &c. 

"Je  reviens  a  la  lettre,  qui  fut  tracee  d'un  trait,  comme  a-peu. 
pres  tout  ce  que  je  faifois  de  ce  genre  j  car  fentir  la  neceflite,  la  con- 
venance  d'une  chofe,  concevoir  fon  bon  effet,  defirer  de  le  pro- 
duire,  et  jeter  au'moule  l'ohjet  dont  cet  effet  devoit  refulter,  n'etoit 
pour  moi  qu'une  meme  operation.  II  etoit  pris  dans  le  cabinet 
de  mon  mari,  ce  Pacbe,  qui  dans  la  meme  annee,  fit  calomnier  Roland, 
et  nous  fait  pourfuivre  aujourd'hui  comme  ennemis  de  la  liberte. 
Lorfquc  nous  lumes  cette  lettre  entre  nous :  "  C*eft  une  demarche 
bien  hardie!"  u  Difoit  alors  cei  hypocrite  que  je  prenois  pour  un 
fage.— — Hardie !  fans  doutej  mais  elle  eft  jufte  et  necefiairej 
qn'  imports  le  rejte?" 

is 
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is  indeed  an  cbligation  under  which  your  Majefty 
yourfelf  has  laid  me, 

u  The  French  have  given  themfelv.es  a  conftitu- 
tion,  and  it  has  produced' malecontents  and  rebels. — 
The  majority  of  the  nation  approve  of  and  have 
fworn^to  maintain  it  at  the  expence  of  their  lives. 

"  They  have  confidered  the  war  with  fatisfa<5tion, 
as  the  grand  expedient  for  eftablifhing  the  conftitu- 
tion ;  yet,  buoyed  up  by  hopes,  the  minority  have 
exerted  their  united  efforts  againft  it.  Hence  arifes 
that  inteftine  conflift  with  the  laws,  that  anarchy 
which  all  good  citizens  lament,  and  of  which  ill- 
difpofed  people  have  not  failed  to  take  the  advantage, 
in  order  to  countenance  their  afperfions  againft  the 


new  government. 


"  Hence  thofe  opinions  which  are  every  where 
fpread  abroad,  and  every  where  fomented ;  for  in  no 
part  is  indifference  of  opinion  to  be  found.  The 
triumph  or  the  change  of  the  conftitution  is  the  cry 
of  all ;  they  labour  either  to  maintain  or  to  new- 
model  it.  I  fhali  only  touch  upon  what  the  prefent 
circumftances-of  things  require,  and  with  the  utmoft 
impartiality  fuggeft  an  idea  of  the  turn  affairs  may 
be  expected  to  take,  and  what  meafures  would  be 
prudent  t(5  adopt. 

"  Ycu  enjoyed,  Sire,  great  prerogatives,  and 
which,  indeed,  your  Majefty  conceived  to  be  inherent 
to  royalty.  Bred  up  under  the  idea  of  preferring 
thofe  prerogatives,  you  could  not  fee  yourfelf  de- 
prived of  them  with  fatisfadlion.  The  defire  of  re- 
covering them  was  as  natural  as  the  regret  you  felt 

at 
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at  their  diffolution.  Thefe  fentiments,  which  ate 
natural  to  the  human  heart,  have  had  their  proper  in- 
fluence on  the  minds  of  the  anti-revolutionifts. 

u  They  have,  accordingy,  depended  upon  being  fe- 
cretly  favoured  by  your  Majefty,  until  circujnftances 
permitted  an  open  declaration  in  their  behalf.  This 
poftureof  things  could  not  but  have  been  evident  to 
the  whole  nation;  and  it  was  fufficient  to  put  men 
upon  their  guard.  Your  Majefty  has  then  been  al- 
ways under  the  neceffity,  of  either  yielding  to  the^ 
force  of  habit  and  private  inclination,  or  of  making 
facrifices  dictated  by  philofophy,  and  called  for  by 
neceffity. 

"  Every  thing  has  its  term  of  duration,  and  that 
of  uncertainty  has  at  length  arrived.  Can  your  Ma- 
jefty openly  ally  yourfelf  with  the  pretended  reform- 
ers of  the  constitution  ?  or  is  it  incumbent  upon  you 
generoufly  to  give  yourfelf  entirely  up  to  promote  its 
triumph  ?  Such  is  the  true  ftatement  of  a  queftion, 
the  folution  of  which  the  prefent  ftate  of  things  ren- 
ders of  inevitable  neceffity. 

"  As  to  the  metaphyseal  query, c  Whether  the 
French  are  ripe  for  liberty?'  it  is  foreign  to  the 
fubjeft  before  us:  for  it  is  not  our  bufinefs  to  con* 
fider  what  we  fhould  become  in  a  century  hence,  but 
to  fee  what  the  prefent  generation  are  capable  of. 

"  In  the  midft  of  the  fermentations  of  the  four  laft 
years,  what  has  taken  place  ?  Privileges  burdenfome 
to  the  lower  orders  of  the  community  have  been  afro- 
lifhed;  the  ideas  of  juftice  and  equality  have  been  uni- 
verfally  fpread  abroad;  they  have  found  their  way 

Bb  every 


278  M.    ROLANB. 

everywhere.  The  acknowledgement  of  the  rights 
of  the  people,  which  has  been  folemnly  allowed,  is 
become  a  facred  do&rine  in  politicks.         \ 

cc  The  hatred  againft  the  nobles  had  been  long 
fince  infpired  by  the  nature  of  the  feudal  fyftem  ;  it 
is  now  increafed  and  exafperated  by  their  manifeft 
oppofition  to  the  conftitution.  The  people  confi- 
dered  thefe  nobles  in  an  odious  light,  on  account  of 
the  oppreffive  privileges  they  enjoyed  ;  but  they 
would  have  forgot  their  hatred  on  the  abolition  of 
tbofe  privileges,  if  the  conduct  of  the  nobility  fince 
that  period  had  not  afforded  every  reafon  to  confider 
their  rank  with  difguft,  and  to  oppofe  it  as  an  irre- 
concileable  enemy  to  their  well-being. 

"  The  publick  attachment  to  the  conftitution  in- 
creafed in  like  proportion :  the  people  not  only  de- 
rived effential  advantages  from  it,  but  were  pei  fuaded 
ftill  greater  benefits  were  preparing,  fince  thofe 
who  were  accuftomed  to  opprefs  them  were  en- 
deavouring with  fuch  earneftnefs  to  deftroy  or  to 
modify  it.     * 

"  The  declaration  of  rights  is  become  a  political 
gofpel,  and  the  French  conftitution  a  religion  ;  in 
the  defence  of  which  the  people  are  ready  to  perifli. 
Thus  their  zeal  fometimes  went  fo  far  as  to  fupply 
the  place  of  law*  and  when  its  influence  was  not 
fufficient  to  neftrain  the  diftutbers  of  the  publick 
peace,  the  ctizens  took  upon  themfelves  the  tafk  of 
pun  idling  them. 

a  It  is  thus  tbe  pofleffions  of  the  emigrants  have 

been  expofed  to  the  ravages  incited  by  vengeance. — 

5  Thus 
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Thus  fo  many  departments  were  under  the  neceflity  of 

adopting  fevere  meafures  in  refpect  to  the  clergy  whom 

-  the  publick  opinion  h*d  profcribed,  and  of  whom  fom6 

would  otherwife  have  been  victims  to  its  refentment. 

M  In  the  collifion  of  interefts,  every  fentiment  af- 
fumed  the  tone  of  paffion.  Our  country  is  not  a  mere 
word,  created  by  the  warmth  of  imagination;  it  is  a 
being  to  which  we  offer  facrifice ;  to  which  we  are 
the  more  attached  by  the  very  folicitude  it  brings 
upon  us;  which  we  love  on  account  of  the  benefits 
we  hope  to  derive  from  it;  and  every  injury  offered 
to  our  native  land  proves  the  means  of  increafing 
our  enthufiafm. 

"  To  what  a  height  did  this  enthufiafm  rife,  when 
the  machinations  of  foreign  enemies  were  added  to 
thofe  of  the  domeftick  foe,  in  order  to  perpetrate  all 
that  could  be  conceived  wicked  and  fatal  ?  Tke  fer- 
mentation is  extreme  in  various  parts  of  the  em- 
pire; it  will  burft  upon  us  with  a  dreadful  explofion, 
unlefs  it  be  calmed  by  reafonable  confidence  in  your 
Majefty's  intentions:  but  this  confidence  will  not  be 
eftablifhed  by  mere  promifes  and  proteftations,  it  can 
only  reft  upon  facls. 

"  The  Frehch  nation  know  that  their  conftitution 
can  fuftain  itfelf,  and  government  will  have  all  ne- 
ceflary  aid,  whenever  your  Majefty,  wifhing  well  to 
the  conftitution,  fhall  fupport  the  legiflative  body,  by 
caufing  their  decrees  to  be  executed,  and  thus  do  away 
every  pretext  for  popular  difcontent,  and  every  hope 
of  the  difafFe&ed. 

B  b  2  «  For 
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"  For  inftance,  two  important  decrees  have  been 
iffued;  both  effentially  concern  public  tranquillity 
and  the  welfare  of  the  empire :  their  not  being  fane- 
tioned  gives  birth  to  miffruft;  if  this  be  put  off,  it  will 
create  malecontents ;  and  it  is  my  duty  to  fay,  in  the 
prefent  effervefcence  of  the  people's  minds,  difcontent 
may  lead  to  any  thing.  It  is  no  longer  time  to  re- 
cede; it  is  no  longer  time  to  temporize.  The  revo- 
lution is  eftabliflied  in  the  publick  mind;  it  will  be 
completed  by  the  effufion  of  blood,  if  wifdom  does 
net  guard  againft  evils  which  can  yet  be  warded  off, 

"  If  force  were  recurred  to  in  order  to  reftrain 
the  National  Aflembly — if  terrour  were  fpread 
through  Paris,  and  difunion  and  confternation  in  its 
vicinity — France  would  rife  with  indignation;  and* 
uiflradted  by  the  horrours  of  a  civil  war,  fhe  would 
difplay  that  gloomy  energy,  the  parent  of  virtues  and 
crimes,  but  ever  fatal  to  thofe  who  provoke  it. 

tc  Publick  fafety  and  your  Majefty's  individual  hap- 
pinefs  are  clofely  linked  together;  no  power  can  di- 
vide thern;  diftreffes  and  misfortunes  will  gather 
round  your  throne,  if  it  do  not  reft  on  the  bafis  of  the 
constitution,  and  be  eftabliflied  on  that  peace,  which 
the  maintenance  of  it  will  at  length  produce  in  our 
favour. 

"  Thus  the  ftate  of  the  publick  mind,  the  circum- 
ftances  of  the  times,  political  reafons,  your  Majefty's 
own  intereft,  render  it  indifpenfible  for  you  to  join 
the  legiflative  body,  and  to  concur  in  the  nation's 
will.  The  nation  confiders  as  a  neceffity  what  prin- 
ciples 
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ciples  point  out  as  a  duty;  but  the  natural  fenflbility 
of  this  fond  people  holds  out  another  motive.  You 
were  cruelly  deceived,  Sire,  when  wicked  men  en- 
deavoured to  excite  uneafinefs  and  miftruft  in  you? 
breaft,  injurious  to  this  kind  people — this  people  fo 
cafily  affefted. 

"  By  being  perpetually  taught  not  to  confide  in 
the  nation,  your  own  conduft  alarmed  them.  Let 
the  people  fee  that  you  are  willing  the  conftitution 
fhould  take  its  courfe — the  conftitution  to  which 
they  have  united  their  happinefs,  and  yoi*  will  foon 
become  the  object  of  thanks. 

?  The  conduit  of  the  clergy  in  many  parts  of  the 
kingdom,  and  the  pretext  they  furnifh  for  comrrro* 
tions,  have  occafioned  a  wife  law  to  be  enacted 
againft  thofe  difturbers  of  the  peace.  Let  your  Ma- 
jefty's  fanftion  be  given  to  it.  The  publick  tranquil- 
lity and  the  fafety  of  the  clergy  folicit  it.  If  this 
law  be  not  put  in  force,  the  departments  will  be 
obliged  to  fubftitute  fevere  meafures,  as  they  have 
every  where  done,  and  the  people  will  fupplv  its 
place  by  violence. 

u  The  attempts  of  our  enemies,  the  fermentations 
in  the  capital,  the  extreme  difquietude  arifing  from 
the  conduct  of  your  guard,  and  which  the  testimonies 
of  fatisfa&iori  given  to  that  body,  contained  in  your 
proclamation  (a  meafure  truly  impolitick  under  fuch 
circumftances)  ftill  keep  up;  the  fituation  of  Paris; 
its  proximity  to  the  frontiers, — all  contribute  to  (hew 
the  neceffity  of  a  camp  in  its  neighbourhood.  This 
meafure,  the  wifdom  and  urgency  of  which  are  al* 

B  b  3  lowed 
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lowed  by  thinking  men,  waits  only  for  the  fan&ion 
of  your  Majefty. 

"  Why  fhould  delay  create  an  appearance  of  re* 
gret  on  the  part  of  your  Majefty,  when  difpatch 
would  deferve  gratitude  on  ours  ?  Already  have  the 
machinations  of  the  Staff  of  the  Parifian  national 
guards  againft  this  meafure,  caufed  men  to  fufpedt 
that  they  a£t  under  fuperiour  influence — already  the 
clamours  of  certain  outrageous  demagogues  raife  fuf- 
picion;  already  the  public  opinion  expofes  the  inten- 
tions of  your  Majefty. 

u  A  little  more  delay,  and  the  affli&ed  people  will 
imagine  they  perceive  in  their  King  the  friend  and 
the  accomplice  of  confpirators. — Good  heaven !  are 
the  powers  of  the  earth  ftricken  with  blindnefs  !  and 
will  they  never  attend  to  any  counfels,  but  fuch  as 
lead  them  on  to  ruin  ! 

"  I  am  aware  that  the  language  of  truth  is  feldom 
well  received  in  courts;  I  am  likewife  fenfible,  that 
as  her  voice  is  hardly  ever  heard  there,  revolutions 
confequently  enfue. 

"  Above  all,  I  know  that  I  ought  to  fpeak;  the 
truth  to  your  Majefty,  not  only  as  a  citizen,  fubjeft 
to  the  laws,  but  as  a  minifter  honoured  with  your 
confidence,  or  inverted  with  fun&ions  that  imply  itj 
nor  do  I  know  what- can  hinder  me  from  fulfilling  a 
duty  which  I  feel  to  be  incumbent  on  me !  With 
the  fame  intentions  I  fhall  reiterate  my  obfervations 
to  your  Majefty  .on  the  utility  and  neeeflity  of  en- 
forcing the  law,  which  prefcribes  that  there  fliould 
be  a  fecretary  of  the  council  This  law  fpeaks  fo 
;    f  power- 
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powerfully  that  the  execution  of  it  fliould  imme- 
diately follow. 

#  In  fliort,  it  is  neceflary,  for  the  fake  of  refponfible 
minifters,  to  ufe  means  to  eftablifh  fedatenefs,  wif- 
dom,  and  caution,  in  the  deliberations  of  the  council.'* 

Next  morning  the  King  turned  his  back  on  Servan, 
who  happened  to  wait  on  him  about  fome  official 
matters ;  and  Dumouriez  inftantly  demanded  the  port 
folio  of  the  Minifter  of  War,  in  his  Majefty's  name. 
A  few  hours  after,  Duranthon,  the  Minifter  of  Juf- 
tice,  who  had  confented  to  refign,  along  with  his  col- 
leagues, was  fent  for  to  the  caftle,  and  returned  with 
two  letters,  fignifying  the  difmiflion  of  Clavieres  and 
Roland. 

No  fooner  had  the  Minifter  of  the  Home  Depart- 
ment received  this  intimation,  than  he  inftantly  com- 
municated it  to  the  Affembly,  and  at  the  fame  time 
tranfmitted  a  copy  of  the  letter  he  had  fent  on  the 
preceding  evening  to  the  King.  When  the  Presi- 
dent communicated  thefe  papers,  the  deputies,  as  if 
actuated  by  one  common  foul,  unanimoufly  voted, 
that  the  Minifter  of  the  Interiour  had  "  retired  with 
the  thanks  and  gratitude  of  his  country." 

Trifling  as  this  may  appear  at  the  prefent  m<V 
ment,  certain  it  is  that  the  event  had  a  prodigious 
effe£t  on  the  publick  mind,  by  tending  to  difclofe 
the  intentions  of  the  Court,  and  rendering  the  fubfe- 
quent  conduct  of  the  King  fufpicious. 

From  that  moment  the  royalifts  and  the  republi- 
cans may  be  fairly  faid  to  have  entered  the  lifts,  in 

order 
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order  to  decide  whether  France  was  henceforth  to 
become  a  monarchy  or  a  commonwealth. 

With  a  view  to  multiply  his  adherents,  the  Kfng 
expended  immenfe  fums  of  money,  gave  away  fome 
thoufands  of  crofles  of  St.  Louis,  attempted  to  cor- 
rupt  feveral  of  the  popular  leaders,  and  actually  paid 
and  retained  his  body  guards,  after  they  had  been 
difbanded  by  the  legiflature. 

At  length,  on  the  10th  of  Auguft,  the  palace  was 
aflailed  and  taken,  nearly  the  whole  of  the  garrifon 
was  cut  in  pieces,  and  the  King  and  royal  family 
were  made  prifoners.  Roland,  Clavieres,  and  Servan, 
the  minifters  who  wifhed  to  have  prevented  this  ca- 
taftrophe,  but  whofe  opinions  had  enfured  their  dis- 
grace, were  inftantly  recalled,  and  three  new  ones 
added,  Danton  having  been  appointed  to  the  depart- 
ment of  juftice,  Le  Brun  to  that  of  foreign  affair^ 
and  Monge  to  the  marine  *. 

The 


*  On  this  occafion,  Roland  and  Dumouriez  once  more  became,  in. 
fome  raeafure,  colleagues  5  but  the  following  letter,  from  the  for- 
mer to  the  latter,  fully  demonftrates,  that  the  minifter  had  not 
forgotten  his  former  conduit. 

"  Political  changes  feem  to  be  as  various  as  thofe  of  war.— ' 
1  am  once  more  in  the  council;  you  are  at  the  head  of  the  armies. 
It  h  your  duty  to  efface  the  wrongs  of  your  adminiftration,  and 
to  fulfil  the  deftiny  that  leads  to  your  glory  ! 

"  You  were  drawn  into  an  intrigue,  intended  to  prove  preju- 
dicial to  your  colleagues,  and  in  your  turn  were  tricked  by  that 
court,  with  which  you  wiflied  to  be  on  good  terms. 

"  But  you  fomewhat  refemble  thofe  ancient  chevaliers,  who,  at 
times,  make  little  miftakes,  which  they  themfdves  are  the  firft  to 

laugh 
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The  Mkiifter  of  the  Home  Department  inftantly 
recommenced  his  labours,  and  as  it  was  deemed  ne- 
ceflary  to  infufe  a  greater  portion  of  fpirit  into  the 
more  dirt  ant  departments,  the  fegiflative  aflembly 
voted  one  hundred  thoufand  livres  for  that  purpofe. 
With  this  view  he  employed  Louvet  to  publifh  the 
Sentinelle\  he  tranfmitted  the  beft  of  the  patriotick 
journals  to  the  popular  focieties  gratis^  and  alfo  fent 
writings  in  favour  of  liberty  to  the  cures  or  consti- 
tutional re&ors  of  the  different  parifhes,  and  fuch 
zealous  citizens  as  appeared  to  have  the  good  of 
their  country  at  heart.  Out  of  the  fum  granted, 
thirty-four  thoufand  livres  only  were  expended. 

At  length  a  few  fanguinary  men  dipped  their  hands 
in  the  blood  of  the  clergy  and  ariftocracy,  and 
many  members  of  both  were  deliberately  murdered 
in  the  prifons,  after  a  mock  trial.     Roland,  and  the 


laugh  at,  and  yet,  notwithstanding  this,  difplay  great  gallantry 
when  the  point  of  honour  is  in  queftion. 

"  It  muft  be  confeffed,  if  this  character  does  not  altogether  accord 
with  republican  aufterity,  that  it  proceeds  from  thofe  manners 
which  we  have  not  as  yet  got  rid  of,  and  for  which  we  ought  to 
pardon  you,  if  you  only  procure  us  a  few  victories. 

<c  While  a  member  of  the  council,  you  will  always  find  me 
ready  to  fecond  your  enterprifes,  fo  long  as  they  mall  have  the 
publick  good  for  their  object ;  I  am  deaf  to  all  private  confidera- 
tions  when  that  comes  in  queftion,  and  I  will  cheri/h  you  as  one 
of  the  defenders  of  my  country,  if  you  devote  yourfelf  fincerely 
to  its  fervice." 

This  letter  was  tranfmitted  to  Damouriez  when  he  went  to  the 
frontiers,  in  order  to  combat  at  the  head  of  that  army,  which  (a 
opportunely  repulfed  the  Pruflians  and  Auftrians. 

deputies 
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deputies  of  the  Gironde,  equally  fhocked  at  the  injuf- 
tice  and  the  impolicy  of  thefe  proceedings,  complained 
aloud,  and,  endeavoured  to  bring  thofe  concerned  in 
the  September  mafTacres  to  condign  punifhment. 

On  this  point  all  good  men  appear"  to  have  agreed ; 
but  there  was  another  on  which  there  exifted  a  fatal 
difference  of  opinion :  this  was  the  punifhment  of 
the  King.  There  feems  to  have  been  no  doubt,  on 
the  minds  of  any  of  the  deputies,  as  to  the  queftion 
ef  guilty  and  the  iron  cheft,  which  a  blackfmith  *  of 
Versailles  had  difcovered  to  the  Minifter  of  \he  Home 
Department,  difclofed  a  correfpondence  that  appeared 
to  afcertain  the  fa£t  It  was  merely  on  the  policy  f 
of  the  meafure,  then,  that  the  difpute  arofe,  for 
the  Gironde  were  too  well  informed  not  to  perceive 
that  the  execution  of  Louis,  and  a  war  with  Eng- 
land, would  naturally  follow  each  other, 

Roland  wifhed  to  avoid  the  evils  that  enfued,  and 
on  this  very  account  became  unpopular.  His  houfe, 
formerly  reverenced  as  if  it  had  been  the  fan&uary 
of  the  Divinity,  was  now  treated  with  outrage  \  his 
perfon  and  that  of  his  wife  were  threatened  with 
every  indignity,  and  the  lives  of  both  were  frequently 
in  the  moft  imminent  danger  J. 


*  Gamin.  f  "  Certes!  Roland  abhoiroit  la   tyrannie,  et 

croit  Louis  coupable ;   mais  il  vouloit  afiurer  la  liberte  et  il  la  cm 
perdue  des  que  les  mauvaii'es  tetes  eurent  pris  Tafcendant." 

Mad.  Roland, 

\  They  were  twice  prevailed  upon  by  their  friends  to  deep  ftom 
home,  but  refolved  not  to  comply  with  any  future  folicitations  of  the 
fame  kind.  Madame  Roland  had  always  piftols  under  her  pillow, 
in  order  to  prevent  violation,  by  means  of  a  voluntary  death  I 

On 
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On  this  occafion  the  populace  were  inflamed  to 
vengeance,  by  means  of  the  moft  diabolical  arts.  Ro- 
land was  at  one  time  reprefented  as  being  a  royalift; 
at  another,  he  was  connected  with  the  commotions  of 
La  Vendee,  which  now  began  to  aflume  a  terrifying 
afpecft,  and  it  was  even  faid,  that  he  was  in  league, 
with  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick.  It  was  alfo  induftri- 
oufly  circulated,  that  he  was  an  ex-noble,  and  longed 
for  the  return  of  the  ancient  government ! 

Collet  d'Herbois,  who  wifhed  for  the  management 
of  the  home  department,  and  confidered  the  minifter 
as  his  rival,  ftirred  up  the  Jacobins  againft  him,  while 
Hebert,  the  fubftitute  of  the  commune  of  Paris,  in 
his  paper  called  Pere  Duchefne,  publifhed  daily  libels 
with  a  view  to  encreafe  the  odium. 

The  Mountain  party  at  length  determined  to  crufli 
their  enemies  with  a  fingle  blow.  Accordingly,  on 
the  31ft  of  May,  having  filled  all  the  municipal 
©ffices  with  their  own  creatures,  they  procured  the 
mayor  of  Paris  to  prefent  a  petition,  demanding  the 
heads  of  the  Girondifts.  The  aflembly  at  firft  tef- 
tified  its  indignation  at  fo  horrid  a  propofition,  but 
it  was  menaced  by  an  armed  force,  and  the  fanfluary 
of  the  laws  was  violated  by  the  vileft  of  the  popu- 
lace. Amar,  the  deputy,  was  bafe  enough  to  bring 
in  a  report  againft  his  own  colleagues,  founded  on 
the  weakeft  and  moft  ridiculous  fufpicions,  and  the 
Minifter  of  the  Home  Department  was  implicated 


*  His  name,  and  that  of  his  friend,  the  deputy  Louvet,  had  bee 
Aruck  out  from  the  lift  of  members  a  little  before  this. 

along 
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along  with  nearly  all  the  able,  good,  and  virtuous 
men,  in  the  commonwealth*  Such  a  bloody  pro- 
scription had  not  been  witnefled  fince  the x days  of 
Sylla,  and  neither  under  the  triumvirs,  nor  the  em- 
perours  (the  heroick  ages  of  Roman  cruelty!)  didfo 
xnany  illuftrious  men  perifh  at  one  time. 

Roland,  who  remained  in  office  fo  long  as  he  could 
a&  with  honour,  had  at  length  refigned,  that  his 
name  might  not  be  employed  to  countenance  crimes, 
the  very  mention  of  which  ftruck  him  with  horrour. 
He  at  the  fame  time  delivered  in  a  faithful  ftatement 
of  the  publick  accounts,  and  with  a  fcrupulofity  that 
ought  to  have  put  the  defaulters  of  the  day  to  the 
blufh,  entered  into  a  minute  detail  of  the  expences 
of  his  office,  exhibiting  receipts  for  every  livre  ifliied 
during  his  adminiftration. 

In  the  mean  time  he  found  it  neceflary  to  leave 
Paris,  and  conceal  himfelf,  in  order  to  preferve  his 
life.  He  was  inftigated  to  this  by  Madame  Roland, 
who,  trufting  to  her  innocence,  and  ft  111  more  perhaps 
to  her  fex,  remained  at  home.  But  fhe  was  denounced, 
ancl  although  claimed  by  her  fe&ion,  and  even  put 
under  its  prote£Hon,  was  arretted,  and  carried  to 
prifon. 

At  the  end  of  a  few  days  flie  was  kt  at  liberty, 
under  pretext  that  the  neceflary  forms  had  nqt  been 
complied  with;  but  this  was  only  to  render  her 
more  completely  miferable,  as  fhe  had  no  fooner 
put  her  foot  within  her  own  door,  than  (he  was  once 
more  feized,  and  conveyed  to  another  jail.  It  would 
have  been  ibme  confolation  to  have  known,  that  fhe 

refided 
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refided  in  the  fame  apartment  of  the  Abbaye  that  had 
contained  her  friend  the  deputy  Briflbt,  and  the  he- 
roine Charlotte  Cordet ;  but  (he  did  not  learn  this 
circumftance  until  a  little  before  her  death. 

No  fooner  did  the  murder  of  the  wife  reach  the 
ears  of  the  hufband,  than  he  alfo  prepared  for  his 
fate.  Madame  Roland,  a  little  before  her  execution, 
had  prophefied  that  he  would  not  furvive  her,  and  he 
now  fulfilled  the  too  fatal  prefage. 

Having  been  indebted  hitherto  for  an  afylum  to  a 
female  friend,  who  had  rifked  her  own  life  in  order 
to  preferve  his,  he  determined  that  fhe  fnould  not  be 
implicated  in  his  fate.  He  accordingly  left  her  hofpi* 
table  manfion,  and  repairing  to  a  fpot  on  the  great  road 
leading  to  Rouen,  there  gave  himfelf  the  fatal  blow. 

Thus  died  by  his  own  hand,  in  the  fixtieth  year  of 
his  age,  the  Neftor  of  the  revolution,  the  venerable 
Roland,  a  man  fitted  rather  for  the  republics  of 
Greece  and  Rome,  in  their  pureft  days, than  for  any 
of  the  degenerate  governments  of  modern  times.  To 
unite  corifiderable  talents  with  great  virtues,  natural 
endowments  with  acquired  knowledge,  republican 
fentiments  with  amiable  manners,  auftere  morals  with 
?.  heart  full  of  fenfibility,  a  cruel  death  with  a  fpotlefs 
life;  —  fuch  were  the  fate  and  character  of  this  vir- 
tuous minifter.  Perhaps  none  of  the  parties,  whe- 
ther royal,  ariftocratical,  or  republican,  that  appeared 
during  the  whole  courfe  of  the  revolution,  have  pro- 
duced a  purer  charafter ;  and  there  is  no  country  in 
Europe  but  might  have  gloried  in  giving  birth  to  fuch 
an  enlightened,  illuftrious,  and  difinterefted  citizen. 


.     C  D&VAMf 
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Although  Payan  could  not  be  confidered  as  a  chief 
among  the  revolutionifts  of  his  time,  yet  the  kind  of 
ftation  he  filled  required  picked  men,  and  fuch  as  were 
not  likely  to  flinch  in  the  hour  of  danger.  He  per- 
formed, during  a  whole  year,  the  abominable  fun£tion 
of  prefident  to  one  of  the  revolutionary  tribunals  of 
Paris,  and  was  only  removed  from  it  to  occupy  the 
place  of  national  agent  to  the  commune,  or,  in  other 
words,  to  be  Rdbefpierre's  agent  in  the  city. 

The  affair  of  the  blonde  perruque,  which  like 
Banquo's  ghoft  made  the  French  Macbeth's  hair 
ftand  on  end,  deferves  to  be  mentioned,  as  it  fhovirs 
to  what  miferable  expedients  men  are  driven  who 
have  deviated  from  juftice,  to  prolong  their  furrep- 
titious  authority. 

On  the  day  confecrated  to  the  Supreme  Being, 
the  miftrefs  of  cne  of  the  decemvirs  fhowed  h|r 
head  at  the  balcony  window  of  the  committee  room, 
adorned  with  thefe  artificial  trefies.  Another  lady, 
of  the  fam'e  quality,  the  chere  amie  of  Barrere,  who 
had  alfo  placed  herfelf  at  the  wTindow  for  the  con-, 
venience  of  feeing  the  proceffion,  was  flufhed  with 
envy  on  obferving  that  every  eye  was  attra&ed  by 
her  rival.  Women  fight  with  gentler  weapons  than 
men :  the  rival  head,  therefore,  was  not  to  be  devoted 
to  the  guillotine  but  the  cheveux  pojlicbes,  the  allur- 
ing peruke  was  to  be  denounced.  Accordingly  Payan 
had  inftru&ions  to  avenge  the  affront,  and  to  check 
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the  extravagancies  of  drefs  in  the  mufcadines  of  Pa- 
ris. He  next  day  made  a  fpeech  at  the  commune 
againft  blonde  perruques>  reprefenting  them  as  being 
made  from  the  hair  of  the  perfons  guillotined,  pre- 
pared in  an  efpecial  manner  for  the  purpofe ;  of  courfc 
the  wearing  them  was  voted  counter-revolutionary. 

Payan  was  from  Pol-Ies~fontaines>  in  the  ci-devant 
Pays  d' Orange,  and  was  a  means  of  eftabl idling  a 
revolutionary  tribunal  in  the  capital  of  that  county, 
where  Fauvetty  boafted  that  in  eighteen  days  they 
had  completed  one  hundred  and  ninety-feven  trials, 
or  in  words  almoft  fynonimous,  pronounced  one  hun- 
dred and  ninety-feven  condemnations. 

The  greffier  (fecretary)  of  the  tribunal,  the  ma- 
giftrates  of  which  were  off-fets  from  the  grand 
trunk  in  the  metropolis,  wrote  to  his  patrons,  that 
"  fuch  was  the  fituation  of  Orange,  that  they  had 
placed  the  holy  guillotine  fo  as  that  the  heads  which 
fell  under  its  axe  might  bow  homage  to  the  Moun- 
tain" This  was  called,  by  the  unthinking  revo- 
lutionises of  the  moment,  une  allegoric  precieufe  ! 

The  g:h  Thermidor  was  the  day  which  linked 
Payan's  fate  to  that  of  Robefpierre,  for  it  feems 
Lochefis  entwined  three  threads  in  one.  He  was  not 
infenfible  of  his  danger,  but  he  did  not  fuffer  his 
apprehenfion  to  get  the  better  of  his  faculties,  like 
fome  others  in  the  fame  fituation.  He  was  vigilant, 
and  courageous  ;  he  obtained  the  arrete  of  the  com- 
mune for  beating  the  generale,  and  founding  the 
tocfin,  although  an  exifting  law  made  it  death  to  do 
fo,  uniefs  by  order  of  the  legiflature.     It  was  at  his 
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inftance  that  Henriot  was  required  to  aflemble  the 
armed  force,  and  to  fend  to  the  newly  formed  com- 
mittee of  execution  musquets,  piftols,  and\  ammu- 
nition. Above  all,  he  obtained'the  following  arret'e  : 
"  The  council  general  orders  that  the  commandant 
general  of  the  armed  force  of  Paris  fhall  direct  the 
people  to  aft  againft  the  confpirators  who  opprefs 
the  patriots,  and  that  he  fhall  deliver  the  Convention 
from  the  oppreffion  of  the  counter-re  volutionifts." 
He  alfo  wrote  this  notice  to  all  the  gaol-keepers  of 
Paris  :  "  We  enjoin  you,  citizen,  upon  your  refpon- 
fibilty,  to  receive  no  prifoners,  nor  to  give  liberty  to 
any  one,  except,  by  the  orders  of  the  adminiflration 
of  the  police."  It  was  thefe  prompt  movements 
of  Payan  that  refcued  Robefpierre  and  his  colleagues 
from  prifon,  by  fending  commiffioners,  with  a  party 
of  gens  d'armesy  to  the  different  places  of  deten- 
tion, 

Such  efforts,  had  they  not  been  directed  againft 
the  genius  of  liberty,  would  have  fucceeded;  but  they 
were,  according  to  the  new  vocabulary,  liberticide, 
and  they  fpeedily  produced  the  cry  of  vive  la  con- 
vention under  the  very  windows  of  the  town-hall. 
Upon  hearing  that  found,  he  exhibited  the  fir  ft  out- 
ward demonftration  of  fear;  he  trembled;  he  was 
overpowered  loon  after,  and  was  executed  with  his 
party  the  next  day,  the  28th  of  July,  1794,  in  the 
twenty-feventh  year  of  his  age. 
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Another  prefident  of  a  revolutionary  tribunal  in 
Paris.  As  thefe  tribunals  were  the  produce  of  po- 
litical ranknefs,  they  grew  and  fpread  furprifmgly; 
fo  that  from  one  root  feveral  branches  were  taken, 
which  equally  produced  bitter  and  deadly  fruits. 

CofHnhal  was  appointed  a  judge  in  one  of  thefe 
fe&ional  courts3  among  which  there  appeared  to  be 
an  emulation  which  could  run  over  juftice  the 
fafteft. 

He  had  been  firft  a  phyfician,  then  an  attorney, 
and  went  through  all  the  afcending  revolutionary 
gradations  of  his  fecStion  before  he  was  appointed  to 
decide  on  life  and  death. 

There  is  but  little  to  diftinguifli  thefe  revolution- 
ary j  udges  from  each  other,  ab  uno  difce  omnes,  ex- 
cept that  Coffinhal  was  denominated  the  facetious 
judge.  He  would  play  off  his  miferable  jokes  on  the 
poor  .vi6tims  as  they  were  going  from  the  bar,  or 
rather  the  jdlette  to  the  fcaffold.  At  one  time,  he 
would  infult  them  by  faying  he  could  difcover  con- 
fpiracy  in  their  very  filence  \  at  another,  if  they 
fhewed  an  eagernefs  to  fpeak  in  their  defence  he 
would  cut  their  words  fhort  by  calling  out  u  tu  n9a 
"  pas  la  parole  "  u  e.  you  have  no  right,  or  it  is  not 
your  turn  to  fpeak.  Sometimes  he  would  wound 
the  accufed  by  a  brutal  pun  or  farcafm  j  an  inftance 
of  which  occurred  in  the  prefence  of  the  writer. 
One  out  of  fix  or  eight  accufed  perfons  on  their 
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trials  evinced  confiderable  prefence  of  mind,  faying, 
more  than  once,  "  I  can  parry  this  part  of  the  accu- 
fation  and  parry  that."  Coffinhal  took  Nhirh  up 
abruptly,  and  afked  him  what  bufinefs  or  trade  he  was 
of:  u  I  am  a  fencing-mafter,"  replied  he  :  then  re- 
joined the  judge  "  lam  going  to  pafs  fentence  of 
"  death  upon  you,  parry  thatjlroke  (botte)  if  you 
«  can/'9 

Upon  the  triumph  of  the  convention  over  Robe- 
fpierre,  on  the  ever  memorable  9th  of  Thermidor, 
Coffinhal  was  not  immediately  taken  with  his  co- 
adjutors, but  under  favour  of  the  night  flipt  out  of 
the  Maifon  de  Yille  and  contrived  to  conceal  himfelf 
two  days  and  two  nights  on  the  ijle  de  Cigne^  in  the 
river,  where  he  was  expofed  uncovered  to  torrents 
of  rain  and  in  danger  every  minute  of  being  carried 
away  by  the  rapidity  of  the  flood.  Ready  to  expire 
with  hunger,  he  refolved  to  try  to  reach  the  river's 
bank  with  a  piece  of  floating  timber  which  he  had 
flopped  in  its  courfe.  He  effected  a  landing  in  a 
moft  wretched  plight,  and  made  to  the  houfe  of  an 
old  friend  wfro  owed  him  .five-and-twenty  louis. 
Inftead,  however,  of  his  debtor  paying  him  the  mo- 
ney, he  locked  the  villain  in  his  houfe,  .and  wrent  to 
the  firft  juftice  of  peace  to  inform  againft  him.  As 
he  had  been  out-lawed  by  the  convention,  it  only 
remained  to  identify  his  perfon  before  execution 
fliould  take  place.  He  was  however  conduced 
to  the  Conciergerie,  and  then  it  was  he  told  the 
goaler  that  the  'fatigues  and  horrors  he  had  en- 
dured for  16  hours  in  the  ifland,  by  buffeting  the 
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waves  to  avoid  being  walhed  away,  made  the  death 
he  was  going  to  fuffer  a  pleafure  in  comparifon.  On 
his  way  to  the  fcaffold  fome  perfons  in  the  crowd 
mocked  him,  by  faying,  He  bien  Coffinhal\  que 
f  dis  tu  de  cette  botte  la  ?  Pare  cette  la  *.  He  faid 
nothing ;  upon  which  they  added,  tu  n'a  pas  la 
parole  f.  He  looked  to  the  right  and  left  every  now 
and  then  with  an  affefled  air  of  courage,  drugging 
up  his  fhoulders.  When  he  arrived  at  the  place  of 
execution  he  loft,  as  it  were,  the  ufe  of  his  limbs, 
probably  from  cold  and  weaknefs. 

P.  Andre  Coffinhal  was  born  at  Auvernac,  and 
was  but  in  his  31ft  year  when  he  fuffered,  which  was 
on  the  15th  of  Auguft,  1794.  It  was  fortunate  for 
humanity  that  he  lived  no  longer  ! 

DUMAS. 

This  grand  executor  of  the  terrible  law  of  the 
22d  of  Prairial,  was  born  at  Lons  le  Saulnier^  in 
the  Department  of  Jura,  on  the  6th  of  February, 

1754- 

The  Committee  of  Salut  Public  muft  have  been 
fatisfied  with  the  obfequioufnefs  of  thofe  who  executed 
the  laws,  ere  they  ventured  to  propofe  and  obtain 
the  pafling  of  the  one  alluded  to5  which  abfolutely 
gave  to  that  formidable  Committee,  the  power  of 
Tingling  out  by  accufation  any  members  of  the 
convention  they  thought  proper.  The  autho- 
rity of  Appius  and  his  colleagues,  was  nothing  in 

■         ■  11  .  .       .  1 ■    ■  1  ..  ■    ■    ■  ma 

*  Well,  Coffinhal,  whatfayeft  thou  to  this  ftroke?    Canft'thou 
parry  it?  f  It  is  not  thy  turn  to  fpeak. 

com- 
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comparifon  with  that  of  thefe  modern  Decemviri.—- 
Such  power  will  ever  be  too  odious  to  hft  long 
among  rational  creatures  !  \ 

Dumas  was  prefident  of  the  revolutionary  tri- 
bunal, when  this  murderous  law  was  ena£ted  By 
the  aftounded  convention.  This  man's  education 
had  been  carefully  attended  to,  but  he  was  favage 
and  unrelenting  by  difpofition,  and  not  by  fanati- 
cifm  or  enthufiafm.  He  did  not,  like  Nero,  wear 
an  artificial  virtue,  but'undifguifedly  diiplayed  the 
propenfities  of  his  heart,  which  impelled  him  to 
a£ts  of  cruelty.  He  was  at  one  and  the  fame  time, 
the  fpy  of  Robefpierre  among  his  colleagues — the 
informer  to  the  committees  of  government — the 
accufer  of  the  obnoxious  to  the  jacobins,  and  the 
mercilefs  judge  at  the  tribunals. 

He  propofed  at  the  jacobins  to  enlarge  the  hall  df 
the  tribunal,  by  laying  it  open  to  a  contiguous 
chamber,  fo  as  to  try  two  or  three  hundred  pri- 
foners  at  a  time  ;  but  upon  its  being  obferved,  that 
fuch  a  fight  might  become  difguifting  to  the  peo- 
ple, he  faid,  "  Very  well  then^  let  us  have  a  guillo- 
**  line  in  every  prifon  to  execute  the  condemned  by 
"  night"  This  propofai  would  doubtlefs  have  been 
carried  into  execution,  but  for  the  happy  event  of 
the  9th  Thermidor. 

This  wretch  had  fcarcely  figned  the  warrant  for 
the  execution  of  fixty  unhappy  prifoners,  when  he 
was  arretted ;  (hocking,  however,  to  tell,  they  all  fuf- 
fered,  the  confufion  being  at  the  moment  too  great 
in  the  legiflature  to  watch,  or  even  to  think  of  the 
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movement  of  the  guillotine.  Dumas  was  fo  ig- 
norant of  what  was  pafiing  in  the  convention,  that 
he  thought  it  was  Robefpierre  who  had  ordered 
his  arreft  ;  he  was  confcious  the  tyrant  had  fuch 
written  vouchers  in  his  pofTeffion  againft  him,  as 
would  ferve  fo  capricious  a  matter  to  difpofe  of  him 
whenever  he  fhould  think  proper  :  No  doubt,  Ro- 
befpierre meant  to  make  ufe  of  them  at  a  proper 
time.  When  arretted,  he  was  carried  to  the  pri- 
fon  of  St.  Pelagie,  and  thence  releafed  by  a  mef- 
fage  from  the  rebellious  commune,  where  he  was 
inftantly  fixed  upon  as  the  perfon  to  organize  the 
new  commiffion.  What  tremendous  effects  mutt 
have  followed  this  new  executive  commijfion^  had  it 
been  once  put  in  a  ftate  of  activity  ! 

When  the  commune  was  befieged  by  the  conven- 
tionalifts,  Dumas  fled  and  hid  himfelf  fix  hours, 
but  he  was  difcovered,  and  his  perfon  was  carried 
to  the  fame  tribunal  for  identification  and  condem- 
nation, where,  but  the  day  before,  he  had  fat  as 
fupreme  judge !  !  A  lefibn  for  the  Jefferiefes  of  all 
countries ! 

In  his  way  to  the  bench,  he  had  for  many  months 
excited  dread  and  horror  in  every  beholder — on  his 
way  to  the  fcaffold,  the  fentiments  manifefted  by 
the  fpe&ators,  were  thofe  of  deteftation  and  ven- 
geance. 

He  was  turned  of  forty  years  of  age,  of  a  middle 
ttature,  of  a  ferocious  afpect,  and  referved  manners. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  Dumas  figned  the 
greater  part  of  the  firft  iflue  of  affignats,  till  there 

was 
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was  not  time  to  compleat  them  fo  faft  as  they  were 
wanted  :  they  were  then  wholly  printed.  He  and 
Carnot  are  faid  to  have  invented  the  Serie  or  nu- 
merical characters  on  the  borders  of  thefe  national 
notes,  which,  in  the  throwing  off  from  the  prefs 
were  perpetually  changed,  fo  that  no  two  affignats 
ever  had  'the  fame  numbers  :  and  this  was  done 
without  retarding  the  work  of  printing  an  inftant, 
which,  it  muft  be  allowed,  was  a  difepverjr  of  con- 
iiderable  ingenuity. 


CENTRAL    CUSTINE. 

This  brave  but  unfortunate  general  was  one  of 
the  few  individuals  in  France  who,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war,  deferved  the  name  of  a  mi- 
litary chief,'  and  next  to  La  Fayette  and  Dumourier 
was  the  moft  confpicuous  character  in  the  firft  cam- 
paign againft  the  Auftrians  and  Pruffians.  He  was  a 
nobleman,  and  from  his  earlieft  youth  bred  to  arms. 
He  had  ferved  in  the  war  of  feven  years  and  in  the 
American,  war,  and  at  the  period  of  the  revolution 
was  colonel  of  a  regiment  of  infantry.  He  had  alfo 
the  reputation  of  a  learned  man,  and  by  common 
report,  was  faid  to  have  furnifhed  fome  interefting 
articles  upon  Tactics  for  the  great  Encyclopedie. 

Cuftine  was  a  deputy  in  the  conftituent  affembly, 
but  was  far  frpm  acting  the  important  part  in  that 
body  to  which  His  talents  gave  him  title.  And  if  his 
name  had  not  been  inferibed  in  the  lift  of  the  depu- 
ties, 
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ties,  and  fo  recorded  in  the  tranfa&ions  of  the  le- 
giflature,  it  might  be  made  a  queftion  whether  he  had 
ever  been  prefent  at  any  of  the  fittings. 

Early  in  the  year  1792,  Cuftine  ferved  in  the  ca- 
pacity of  colonel  under  Marfhal  de  Rochambeau  and 
La  Fayette  in  Flanders,  and  when  towards  the  clofe 
of  the  year  Dumourier  was  inverted  with  the  com- 
mand of  the  whole  army,  Cuftine  was  appointed  a 
general  of  the  divifion  which  was  to  effeft  the  fub- 
jugation  of  the  ecclefiaftical  ele&orates. 

This  was  the  sera  in  Cuftine's  life  which  difco- 
vered  his  true  character  and  genius.  He  was  ordered 
to  fummon  Mentz,  which  at  that  time  was  garri- 
foned  by  the  troops  of  the  Empire.  He  fent  to  the 
German  commander  an  uncivil  and  imperious  fum- 
mons,  purporting  that  the  place  muft  furrender  di- 
re&ly,  and  that  he  fliould  wait  only  a  few  hours  for 
an  anfwer.  When  an  anfwer  was  returned  purport- 
ing that  according  to  the  laws  of  war  the  garrifon 
ought  to  be  permitted  to  make  a  defence,  Cuftine, 
more  violent  than  before,  replied,  "  No  evaftons  j 
M  you  have  to  deal  with  republicans  commanded  by  an 
cc  old foldier — reply  ^  reply!" 

About  the  fame  period  he  wrote  an  excentric  letter 
to  the  Landgrave  of  Hefle,  threatening  him  with 
extermination  if  he  did  not  immediately  withdraw 
his  troops:  he  concluded  with  the  phrafe— u  Thou 
tc  Jhalt  no  longer  be  a  dealer  in  human  blood"  alluding 
to  the  well  known  contracts  made  by  the  Landgrave 
and  his  anceftors,  for  fupplying  men  to  powers  at 
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war   at  fettled   rates  for   the   killed,    mutilated  or 
wounded!  -     ^ 

In  confequence  of  this  menance  the  important  for- 
trefs  ofMentz  actually  furrendered.  It  is  but  juftice 
to  Cuftine  to  fay,  that  afterwards  in  the  command  of 
that  place  he  difplayed  great  military  talents  and  ac- 
tivity, as  well  as  a  very  high  republican  fpirit. 
He  eftabliftied  the  patriotic  fociety  of  Les  amis  de  la 
liberie  Germaniquey  the  firft  political  club  ever  at- 
tempted on  the  Continent,  beyond  the  limits  of  old 
France.  In  repairing  the  ancient  and  in  ere&ing 
new  fortifications  he  exhibited  many  mafter  pieces  of 
the  art,  efpecialiy  in  the  Fauxbourg  of  Caflel.  He 
became  indeed  fo  confident  of  the  impoffibility  of  a 
fuccefsful  attack,  that  he  wrote  more  than  once  to 
the  National  Convention — "  That  Mentz  would 
prove  the  grave  of  the  Germans."  This  anticipa- 
tion was  however  juft;  for  the  late  king  of  PruC- 
fia,  during  the  winter  of  1793,  attempted  feven 
times  to  take  Mentz>  but  was  repulfed  with  the  ag- 
gregate lofs-of  at  leaf]:  fifty  thoufand  men  the 
flower  of  his  troops.  It  was  not  furprifing  that  this 
monarch  fhould  afterwards  claim  from  the  Diet  of 
Ratifbon,  and  from  the  Princes  of  the  Empire,  in- 
demnification for  the  loffes  he  had  fuffered  in  this 
unfortunate,  though  finally  fuccefsful,  fiege  of 
Mentz. 

If,  however,  Cuftine  covered  himfelf  with  ever- 
lafting  laurels  by  his  gallant  defence  of  the  bulwark 
of  the  Rhine,  it  is  no  lefs  true,  that  flufhed  with 
his  fortune  he  at  the  fame  time  committed   in  his 
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political  conduit  fome  grofs  miftakes  which  proved 
ultimately  fatal  to  his  reputation  and  life.  It  is  a 
fa£t  eftablifhed  in  other  places  of  this  work)  that  after 
the  King's  death  and  before  the  profcription  of  the 
Girondins,  from  the  21ft  January  to  the  31ft  May 
1793,  the  two  leading  parties  in  the  convention 
were  folely  occupied  in  a  ftruggle  for  the  exclufive 
exercife  of  the  fovereign  authority.  The  Girondins, 
fatisfied  with  the  fhare  of  power  they  pofTeffed,  did 
not  wifh  for  any  change  ;  whereas  the  Mountaineers, 
led  on  by  the  incendiary  Marat,  difcharged  on  them 
the  moft  violent  calumnies,  and  accufed  them  of  a 
fcheme  to  protra£t  the  formation  of  the  republican 
conftitution,  that  they  might  plunge  the  people  into 
anarchy,  and  lead  them  back  to  loyalty.  Marat,  in 
his  abominable  journal,  Uami  du  Peuple^  ftated  that 
the  Girondine  fa&ion  was  connected  with  the  mili- 
tary men  in  command,  who,  belonging  to  the  order 
of  the  nobility,  had  no  other  view  than  the  over- 
throw of  the  popular  government,  and  the  inftallment 
of  the  Houfe  of  Orleans  on  the  throne  of  France. 
Cuftinegave  fome  colour  to  this  change  by  imprudent- 
ly writing  feveral  letters  to  the  convention  and  to 
the  executive  council  in  Paris,  and  ftating  that  he 
thought  it  neceffary  for  the  fafety  of  the  republic 
that  a  dictator  fhould  be  immediately  proclaimed. 
This  was  more  than  fufHcient  for  him  to  incur  the 
hatred  of  the  fan-culottes^  and  to  throw  upon  him 
the  fufpicion  of  being  at  once  a  Royalift  and  an 
Orleanift. 

D  d  After 


3021  CUSTINJE. 

After  the  defection  of  Dumourier,  and  the  death 
of  Dampiei/e  his  fucceflbr,  the  French  foldiers,  fen- 
fible  of  their  weight  in  the  fcale  of  public  affairs, 
acted  like  the  ancient  pretorian  guards  of  the  Roman 
Emperors,  they  appointed  among  themfelves  their 
new  commander,  and  their  choice  fell  on  Cuftine, 
who  was  the  moft  eminent  military  character  at  that 
time  before  the  public*  The  convention  and  the 
executive  council  highly  approved  of  the  choice  of 
the  army,  and  Cuftine  was  preferred  from  the  com- 
mand of  Mentzto  that  of  the  army  of  the  North. 

In  this  eminent  flat  ion,  he  acted  in  perfect  op- 
pofition  to  his- natural  character,  which  was  noted 
for  its  prbmptnefs  and  violence.  This  change 
was  the  more  confpicuous,  as  his  predeceffor 
Dampierre  had,  in  a  few  days,  collected  arid  re- 
organized the  remnants  of  the  army  fcattered  by 
the  defection  of  Dumourier,  and  fought  the  Prince 
of  Coburg  in  feveral  obflinate  engagements. — It  was 
a  fhameful  iupinenefs  in  Cuftine,  that  from  April 
to  June  i/93,  he  made  not  the  leaft  movement  in 
his  army,  while  the  Auftrians  and  Englifh  were 
faking  energetic  and  fuccefsful  meafures  againft 
Valenciennes  and  Conde,    Li  lie  and  Dunkirk. 

be  expected,  Cuftine  was   fuperfeded, 
arrej      I,  a  -  before  the  revolutionary  tribunal 

in  Paris.  s  the  two  accufations,  that  he  had 

demanded  th    appointment  of  a  dictator,    and  had 
:ive   in  the  command  of  the  army,  three 
more  were  added  :   ift,  That  he  had  neglected  the 

neceflary 
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necefiary  fupply  of  Mentz,  and  difabled  his  fuccef- 
for  from  defending  that  important  fortrefs  againft 
the  Pruffians  :  2d,  That  he*  had  ordered  fome  offi- 
cers to  be  (hot  in  the  fame  place,  for  remonftrating 
againft  the  want  of  provifions,  and  on  the  confe- 
quent  danger  of  the  fortrefs :  3d,  That  he  had  be- 
trayed fo  much  contempt  for  the  national  reprefen- 
tation  and  the  executive  council,  as  to  have  fyfte- 
matically  torn  the  bulletins  of  the  laws  to  light 
his  pipe,  or  make  papillotes  for  his  hair  ! 

The  trial  of  Cuftine  was   attended  by  fome  in- 
cidents worthy  of  record.  -As  he  was  the  firft  ge-^ 
neral  of  an  army  who  had  been  feized  in  the  mid  ft 
of  his  troops,  fo  he  was  the   firft  that  was  juridi- 
cally tried  by  the  fanguinary  revolutionary  tribu- 
nal ;  and   as  the   Parifian   magiftrates   had   not  yet 
been  reduced  to  a. gang  of  favages  and  affaffins  by 
their  bloody  leaders  Marat  and  Robefpierre,   to  the 
honour  of  the  judges,  on  Cufnne's  trial,  they  paid 
the  greateft  refpect  to  the  rights  of  a  free  citizen, 
and  to  the  rank  of  the  culprit.     They   fat  forty- 
eight  hours,  and  barely  indulged   in   the  necefiary 
refremment  of  eating  and  fleeping.     The  death  of 
the    general   was   like  wife   attended   with   Angular 
circumftances ;  it  was  matter  of  univerfal  aftonim- 
ment,  that  he  went  to  the  fcaffold  with  a  prayer- 
book  in  his  hands,  refigned  as  a  true  chriftian,  and 
with    perfect  refpecT:    for   the    magiftracy    and  the 
people.       This   behaviour   was,  however,    defpifed 
and   ridiculed   at    a   time   when   little   refpecT:   was 
paid  to  religious  opinions,  and  the  feeds  of  deifm  and 

D  d  2  atheifm 
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atheifm  were  rapidly  fp reading  among  the  people  : 
It  was  faid  tiiat  Cuftine  had,  in  his  laft  moments, 
u  degraded  his  manly  character  j"  and  the\  royal  ifts 
obferved,  that  u  he  had  lived  like  a  rogue,  and  died 
like  a  capuchin" 

He  was  guillotined  in  the  beginning.,  of  Auguft 
1793  ;  was  upwards  of  fixty  years  of  age,  tali  in 
ftature,  of  a  rough  and  martial  afpect,  and  remark- 
able for  his  black  unpowdered  hair,  which  he  al- 
ways wore  .curled  up  in  paper. 

Leonard  Bourdon, 
Like  Albitte,  Bazire,  &c.  was  one  of  thofe  young 
advocates  who,  at  the  commencement  of  the  revo- 
lution, found  it  eafy  to  diftinguifh  themfelves  by 
vehement  vociferations  in  the  popular  Societies.-— 
He  was  a  native  of  Orleans,  and  if  we  give  credit 
to  common  report,  his  greater!  merit  in  being  ap- 
pointed a  deputy  to  the  national  convention,  was 
the  having  co-operated  in  the  murder  of  fome  il- 
luftrious  prifoners,  while  on  their  way  from  Or- 
leans to  Versailles  in  September  1792,  among 
whom  were  M.  de  Leflart,  and  the  Duke  of  la  Ro- 
cheYaucault. 

Leonard  Bourdon  was  a  jacobin,  and  a  moun- 
taineer, and  ftrongly  attached  to  the  party  of  Ro- 
beSpierre.  His  conduct,  however,  was  very  inSig- 
nificant  in  the  convention  ;  except  that  he  was  very 
often  Sent  upon  millions  to  his  native  department  of 
the  Loiret  and  to  others.  He  fcarcely  deferved  the 
appointment  of  a  Secretary  to  the  legiflative  body, 

which 
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which  he  obtained   under  the  presidency  of  Robef- 
pierre  in  September  1793. 

The  name  of  Leonard  Bourdon  became  confpi- 
cuous  at  the  time  of  the  profcription  of  the  remnant 
of  the  mountain  party,  called — "  The  tail  of  Ro- 
befpierre"  He  was  put  in  a  Rate  of  anfeft  on  the 
12th  Germinal,  along  with  Duhem,  Chodieu,  &c. 
and  was  after  wards  decreed  in  a  fta'e  of  accufation 
on  the  ift  Prairial,  along  with  Duqueridy,  Soubrany, 
&c.  but  was  at  laft  included  in  the  general  amneftey 
of  all  thofe  who  had  been  profecuted  for  revolu- 
tionary crimes. 

In  the  fummer  of  1795,  during  the  ftruggles  be- 
tween the  national  convention  and  the  royalift 
party,  led  on  by  the  fe&ions  of  Paris,  Leonard 
Bourdon,  conjointly  with  Garan-Coulon  and  other 
jacobin  deputies  of  the  department  of  Loiret,  were 
declared  by  the  primary  afiemhlies  of  Orleans  to 
have  loft  the  confidence  of  the  people,  and  to  be 
unfitted  for  the  next  legislature. 

Although  Bourdon  was  not  in  any  of  the  confti- 
tutional  councils,  he  neverthelefs  has  been  highly 
ferviceable  to  his  country  under  the  constitutional 
government.  Known  for  his  activity,  he  has  been 
trufted  with  various  important  millions.  In  No- 
vember 1795,  either  from  the  difaffedions  of  the 
royalifts,  or  the  effects  of  a  tumultuous  crifisr 
Paris  was  almoft  brought  to  a  ftate  of  famine.  A 
.  violent  requifition  therefore  took  place  ;  the  neigh- 
bouring   departments   were  immediately  ranfacked 

to  fupply  Paris  with  provifions,  and  the  department 
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of  the  Seine  and  Marue  alone,  was  ordered  to  fur- 
nifh  200,000  feptiers  of  corn  within  two^  Decades. 
Bourdon  was  employed  to  carry  this  requifition  into 
effe&,  which  he  fo  well  executed  as  to  attain  the 
objeft  within  a  fhort  time,  without  any  inconve- 
nience. He  himfelf  was  fo  highly  fatisfied  with  his 
fuccefs,  that  he  wrote  an  ironical  letter  to  the  exe- 
cutive directory  from  Fontainbleau,  ftating,  that 
the  terrorifts  alone  enjoyed  the  glory  of  rendering  fuch 
fignal  fervices  to  their  native  country.  And  M.  dc 
Calonne,  always  upon  the  watch  refpe£ting  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  republicans,  was  fo  much  aftonifh- 
ed  at  the  happy  refult  of  this  meafure,  that  he  af- 
ferted  in  his  work,  Le  Tableau  de  I9 Europe  ^  en 
1796,  that  the  Jacobins  were  born  to  effe£t  mira- 
cles. Ou  eft  ce  que,  faid  this  eloquent  ftatefman, 
Ton  pourroit  prendre  et  faire  executer  de  telle s  me- 
fures  ? 

Subfequent  to  the  peace  concluded  with  Auftria, 
'Leonard  Bourdon  was  fent  to  Hamburg  to  renew 
the  treaty  of-friendfhip  between  the  republic  and 
^he  fenate  of  that  city  ;  and  alfo  to  negotiate  a  loan 
of  twelve  millions.  The  public  papers  took  notice 
of  this  million,  and  ftated,  that  he  had  actually 
concluded  the  loan  for  four  millions.  They  ac- 
cufed  him,  however,  with  having  organized  jaco- 
bin clubs,  and  in  this  refpe£t  given  great  offence 
to  the  fenate,  as  well  as  to  all  friends  of  the  Germa- 
nic conftitution.  - 

Leonard  Bourdon  is  about  forty^  of  ftrong  con- 
ftitution, middle  fize,  and  extremely  aftive. 

6  FLEURIOT 
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ft  is  a  facl:  which  muft  ftrike  every  one  as  foon  as 
recolle&ed,  that  in  the  commencement  of  the 
French  revolution  nearly  all  the  chief  employments 
of  the  new  ftate  were  occupied  by  foreigners. 

Two  out  of  the  four  mayors  of  Paris  were  of  this 
defcription.  At  one  time  the  commune  of  Paris 
and  the  fociety  of  jacobins  were  wholly  directed  by 
thefe  intermeddlers.  On  the  lift  of  the  firft  twelve 
generals  employed  to  defend  the  republic  five  were 
foreigners.  Whatever  were  their  ultimate  defigns, 
however  fincere  their  profefiions  of  fervice  might 
be,  they,  in  the  greater  part  paid  extremely  dear  for? 
their  obtrufion.  None  however  appeared  fo  little 
qualified  to  enter  into  the  new  order  of  things  as^ 
Luckner,  who  could  fcarcely  pronounce  ten  words 
of  French  without  betraying  the  alien.  Some  of 
the  clafs  alluded  to  were  orators ;  no  wonder  there- 
fore that  they  gained  a  footing  among  a  people  under 
the  influence  of  inflamed  imaginations.  Fleuriot 
Lefcpt  was  of  this  number,  though  by  no "  means 
moft  diftinguifrxed  ;  he  was  the  fourth  and  laft  mayor 
of  Paris,  for  the  title  expired  with  the  fway  of  Ro- 
befpierre.  We  find  him  the  moft  obfequious  of  all  the 
tyrant's  flaves,  even  to  fawning  ;  and  yet,  ftrange 
to  tell,  he  manifefted  an  uncommon  energy  -'at  the 
Ma  if  on  de  Ville,  when  the  proximity  of  danger  and 
probable  fudden  deftruclion  would  have  deprived  a 
coward  of  all  prefence  of  mind.  He  made  a  highly 
relifhed  harrangue,    fuited  to  the    fituation   of  the 
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factious  members,  wherein  he  called  to  their  mind 
how  much  glory  the  municipality  of  Paris  had   ac- 
quired on   the  trying  and  memorable  epoch's  of  the 
10th  of  Auguft  and  31ft  of  May;  then  taking  the 
printed  table  of  the  Rights  of  Man  in  his  hand,  he 
cried  out  with  warmth,  according  to  one  of  its  fir  ft 
articles,    "  When    the     government    violates   the 
"  rights  of  the  people,  infurrecTon  becomes  to  them 
"  and  to  any   portion  of  them  the  moft  facred,  the 
<c  moft  indifpenfible,  of  duties."     When  it  was  ob- 
ferved  that  the  lift  on  which  the   members  of  the 
council  wrote  their  names  had  been  taken  away  by 
defign,  he  faid,  "  No  !  they  fhall  not  fteal  from  us 
ic  the  honour  of  having  concurred  to  day  to  the  fuc- 
"  cefs  of  liberty  over  oppreftion.     I  propofe  (added 
<c  he)  that  the" lift  be  renewed,  and  that  it  be  depo- 
"  fited  in  the  archives  as  an  atteftation  of  the  fide- 
<c  lity  of  the  true  friends  of  liberty  and  their  court-- 
"  try."     He  then  fubfcribed  his  own  name  the  fir  ft 
thereon.     In  his  office  of  mayor  he  had  done  very 
little  to  be  noticed,  indeed  his  conduct  was  dictated 
on  all  occafions  by   the  will   of  thofe  who  put  him 
into  office:    all  his  energy  was  therefore  referred  for 
the  laft  and   trying  occafion.      When  Robefpierre 
appeared  in  the  commune  Fleuriot  hailed  him  as  the 
a  Sauveur  de  la  liberte"  and  propofed  and  took  the 
oath  before  him  to  die  in  his  defence.     A  goaler  of 
the  Force  P'rifon  was  brought  before  him  for  yielding 
to  the  order  o if- the   committees  of  government   in 
negle&  of  that  of  the  municipality,  when  Fleuriot 
was  about  to  immolate   him  to  his  fury,  forne  one 

dofe 
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clofe  to  him  flopped  his  hand  with  the  uplifted  fabre 
in  it,  and  thereby  allowed  the  frightened  wretch 
time  to  throw  himfelf  on  his  knees  and  implore  par- 
don. He  treated  one  of  the  officers,  who  brought  aa 
order  from  the  convention,  with  great  contempt, 
and  a6lualiy  committed  feveral  others  to  prifon  who 
came  on  Lke  errands.  He  ordered  thofe  who  pro- 
claimed the  decree  of  the  convention,  within  hear- 
ing of  the  commune,  to  be  brought  before  him,  and 
threatening  them  with  the  moft  horrible  punifhment; 
he  fent  them  before  the  executive,  commiffion 
which  Dumas  was  then  organizing.  At  this  in- 
ftant,  the  difcharge  of  a  piftol  was  heard  in  one  of 
the  paflages  of  the  hall,  he  ran  out  to  difcover  what 
it  wa^  when,  returning  in  a  minute  after  with  a. 
pale  and  altered  countenance,  he  ejaculated  "  All  is 
loft  !  His    colleagues  difperfed   in  an  inftant ; 

fomq  attempted  to  deftroy  themfclves,  and  were  ar- 
retted, others  fled  and  fecreted  themfelves  for  a  time*, 
but  were  at  length  taken,  fo  that  out  of  143  obnox- 
ious perfons,  including  all  thofe  whofe  names  were 
infcrib  ?d  on  the  fatal  lift,  only  feven  were  faved,  two 
of  whom,  difcovered  four  days  afterwards,  were  im- 
prifoned  with  the  writer  of  this  anecdote  in  the 
Scotch-College  :  but  as  the  vengeance  of  the  con* 
vention  had  been  fully  fatisfied  in  the  capital  punifh- 
ment  of  136  members  of  the  municipality,  thefe  few 
were  overlooked  for  the  moment,  and  about  two 
months  afterwards  were  reftored  to  their  families, 

Fleuriot   was   not  quite  thirty  years  of  age  when 
fee  fuiFe^ed  death  with,  his  rebel  cabal  on  the  28th  of 
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July,  1794,  and  whether  from  his  dignity  of  office^ 
as  ex  ma'ire  of  Paris,  or  whatever  other  caufe,  he 
was  the  laft  of  the  poffe  who  afcended  the  fcaffold. 

GENERAL    BIRON. 

Armand  Louis  Biron  was  the  nephew  of  the  fa- 
mous Mareghal  Biron,  fo  many  years  colonel  of  the 
French  guards,  the  raoft  honourable  military  appoint- 
ment under  the  ancient  Regime. 

The  nephew,  early  in  life,  by  travelling;  and  read- 
ing, collected  the  feeds  of  liberty,  and  they  grew  in 
his  heart  as  much  as  could  be  expefted  amidft  nume- 
rous weeds  of  prejudice,  we  will  not  fay  oUfuper- 
fiition  ;  for,  except  when  about  to  leave  this  world 
he  payed  no  flavifh  retention  to  the  reveries  of 
bigots,  nor  paid  much  attention  to  the  affairs  of  die 
ether*  He  was  one  among  the  early  reformers  of 
France,  and  deemed  a  Fayettiji.  He  was  confidered 
as  one  of  thofe  precocious  bloffoms  which  rather 
remind  us  of,  than  promife  us  the  fruit. 

Biron  was  not  only  of  the  privileged  clafs,  but 
rJmoft  at  the  head  of  the  lift,  and  this  of  itfelf  was 
enough  to  expofe  him  to  the  fufpicion  of  republicans 
in  the  moment  of  a  revolution.  But  he  was  partU 
cuhrly  denounced  by  the  reprefentative  on  miffion  in 
the  department  where  he  ferved  as  general  when  the 
rebellion  of  the  Vendee  had  broken  out,  and  this  de- 
nunciation was  fupported  by  the  unfavourable  account 
Sanierre^  %ht^  Paris  general,  gave  of  him  from  ob- 
fcrvafion.     The  rapid  and   victorious  fir  ides  of  the, 
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Auftrian  and  Pruflian  forces  at  the  period  we  are 
fpeaking  of,  afforded  colour  for  fufpicions  however 
lightly  entertained :  and  indeed  there  can  be  no 
queftion  but  the  royalifts  did  all  in  their  power  to 
draw  off  the  chiefs  of  the  common-wealth  to  their 
party,  or  at  leaft  to  difpofe  them  to  a  criminal  indif- 
ference. However  this  might  be,  it  is  a  fa£t  known 
to  every  one,  that,  while  Weftermann,  commanding 
the  van  guard  of  his  army,  was  fighting  at  Chatillon 
to  a  great  difadvantage  againft  the  moft  expert  rebel 
generals,  Biron  was  1}  ing  perfectly  in?£tive  before 
the  walls  of  Niort,  at  the  diftance  of  twenty  leagues, 
with  fixteen  or  feventeen  thoufand  of  the  choiceft 
trosps.  This  negleit  or  overfight  left  Weftermann 
to  be  fur  rounded  a  few  days  afterwards,  and  caufed 
him  to  lofeall  his  infantry  and  flying  artillery,  efca- 
ping  with  his  cavalry  only,  and  that  not  without  ex- 
treme difficulty  *• 

Biron  vvasfuperfeded  in  his  command  of  the  army 
of  the  weft,  and  the  coaft  of  Rochelle;  and  commit- 
ted to  the  prifon  of  St.  Pelagle  in  Paris.  After 
undergoing  a  very  fummary  trial  before  the  revolu- 
tionary tribunal,  on  the  30th  of  December,  1793, 
he  was  declared  (we  do  not  fay  found  t@  be)  guilty  of 
a  confpiracy  with  the   enemies  of  the   republic,  _and 


*  Turreau  in  his  hiftory  of  the  war  of  the  Vendee  affirms,  that, 
during  the  firfl.  five  months  of  its  existence,  above  three  hundred 
pieces  of  cannon  and  five  hundred  ammunition -waggons  were 
refgatd  to  the  rebels  !  No  wonder  therefore  the  general  conducting 
fuch  a  war  mould  be  fufpecled. 
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guillotined  the  next  day,  in  the .  forty-fixth  year  of 
his  age. 

He  had  ferved  in  America,  under  Rcchambeau, 
with  great  credit,  both  with  refpedt  to  courage  and 
conduit.  He  was  chofen  a  member  of  the  firft  {or 
<:onftituent)  afiembly. 

It  is  but  juftice  to  his  private  character  to  fay, 
that  although  he  was  not  wholly  untindtured  with 
many  of  the  follies  of  a  corrupt  age  he  was  never- 
thclefs  univerfally  beloved,  and  almoft  idolized  by 
his  family  and  fervants,  who  never  faw  him  inebri- 
ated, or  heard,  him  utter  an  oath.  If  the  lafl:  words 
of  this  amiable  man,  on  the  fcaffold,  do  not  en- 
tirely clear  up  the  ambiguity  of  his  conduit  con- 
cerning his  fuppofed  tampering  with  the  royal  party, 
they  at  Ieaft  fhew  that  he  had,  at  fome  time  or 
other,  ferioufly  ferved  the  republic ;  for,  as  he  bent 
his  neck  to  the  axe,  he  exclaimed  "  /  have  been  a 
a  rebel  to  my  God,  my  order,  and  7ny  king,  but  I  die 
cc  full  of  faith  and  repentance" 

LASOURCE. 

The  favms;  of  Danton,  that  "  the  leflbns  from 
which  all  the  world  will  profit  muft  coft  us  dear,  " 
never  appears  with  greater  force  than  when  we 
refleft  on  the  expence  of  blood  at  which  the  repub- 
lic of  France  has  been  purchafed.  Not  only  leaders, 
but  the  adherents  and  followers  of  leaders,  have 
been  fwallowed,  up  in  the  dreadful  chafms  occafioned 
by  the  rending'  to  pieces  of  the  ancient  order  of 
thing?. 

The 
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The  fubjccSt  of  this  article  was  more  revered  for 
his  morals  than  diflingui fried  for  his  political  qua- 
lifications ;  he  is  more  remembered  for  the  goodnefs 
of  his  heart  than  for  a  brilliancy  of  parts. 

David  Lafource  was  chofen  one  of  the  members 
of  the  convention  for  the  department  of  Tarn,  beino- 
a  native  of  what  in  the  ancient  geography  was 
called  Languedoc.  There  was  in  Lafource  a  warmth 
cf  imagination  and  tendernefs  of  heart  which  pecu- 
liarly qualified  him  for  private  friendfhip ;  he  was, 
however,  hurried  away  by  the  irrefiftible  ftreani  of 
enthufiafm,  and  loft  in  the  depths  of  unfathomable 
politics.  He  was  bred  a  proteftant  minifter,  and 
therefore  could  not  have  been  infenfible  to  the 
tyranny  of  the  ancient  fyftem.  His  principles,  rather 
than  his  dispofition,  led  him  into  public.  He  ad- 
mired Guadet,  but  he  loved  BrifTot  and  Sillery ; 
and  thefe  penchants  were  fufficient  to  entail  ruin 
upon  him. 

Mils  -Williams*  in  her  fketch  of  Lafource's  cha- 
rader,  fays  u  Liberty  in  his  foul  was  lefs  a  principle 
than  a  paffion,  and  religion  was  a  habit  of  the 
mind;"  fhe  offers  a  flattering  eulogy  to  his  me- 
mory, defcribing  his  philanthropy  as  unbounded,  and 
his  fenfibility  acute  in  an  extreme  degree.  But  the 
condua  of  Lafource  before  his  death  is  the  bell 
founded  encomium  on  his  life.  The  nearer  he  ap- 
proached to  his  end,  the  more  fervently  he  prayed 
for  the  immortality  of  the  republic  ;  the  ftrongeft 
proof  that  can  be  urged  of  his  love  of  it. 

E  e  Lafource 
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Lafource  had  been  married  but  a  week  before  he 
was  choHm  a  deputy  of  the  fecond  aflfembly,  and 
was  obliged  to  repair  to  the'metropolis,  leaving  his 
wife  to  take  care  of  an  aged  mother  in  his  province. 
Upon  the  diflolution  of  the  legiflative  affembly,  in 
which  he  had  fat,  he  was  elected  to  the  convention^ 
and  that  prevented  him  from  ever  vifiting  his  native 
home  again.  His  imagination  is  faid  to  have  always 
foreboded,  that  the  founders  of  the  republic  would 
be  victims  to  the  republic  \  but  he  had  plunged 
into  the  tide,  and  could  not  ftem  it.  With  more 
experience,  he  might  have  efcaped  from  its  wild 
waves.  He  was  — •  what  fhall  we  fay  —  guillotined, 
or  legally  afTaffinated,  the  31ft  of  October,  J  793, 
with  twenty  other  Girondine  deputies,  by  the  fen- 
tence  of  a  court,  where  it  may  be  faid  juftice  was 
as  deaf  as  £he  is  pictured  to  be  blind. 

LAVOISIER.    . 

Although  this  great  man  was  not  an  actor  in 
the  tumultuous  fcenes  of  the  revolution,  yet,  as  one 
of  its  moft  illuftrious  victims,  and  as  one  of  the 
fchocl  of  -  philofophers  who  by  their  labours  effected 
the  moral  revolution  of  France,  his  name  deferves 
to  be  recorded  among  the  founders  of  the  republic— 

Antoine  Laurent  Lavoifier  was  born  at  Paris, 
Auguft  16,  1743,  and  received  a  learned  education, 
which  he  feduloufly  improved.  When  only  twenty- 
three  years  of  age,  the  Academy  of  Sciences,  April 
9,  1766,  prefented  him  with  a  gold  medal,  for  his 
diflertation  on  the  beft  mode  of  enlightening,  during 

the 
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the  night,  the  ftreets  of  a  great  city.  Two  years 
afterwards,  he  was  introduced  into  that  celebrated 
literary  fociety,  to  whofe  fervice  he  ever  after  devoted 
his  labours,  and  became  one  of  its  moft  ufeful  affo- 
ciates  and   coadjutors. 

His  attention  was  fucceflively  occupied  with  every 
branch  of  phyfical  and  mathematical  fcience  \  the 
pretended  conversion  of  water  into  earth,  the  analy- 
sis of  gvpfum  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Paris,  the 
criftallization  of  falts,  the  efFeds  produced  by  the 
grande  de  loupe  in  the  garden  of  the  Infanta,  the 
project  of  bringing  water  from  TYvette  to  Paris, 
the  congelation  of  water,  and  the  phenomena  of 
thunder  and  the  aurora -borealis. 

Journeys  undertaken  in  concert  with  Guettard 
into  every  diftrift  of  France,  enabled  him  to   pro- 
cure mimberlefs    materials    towards    a   defcription 
of  the  lithological  and  mineralogies!  empire  ;  thefe 
he  arranged  into  a  kind  of  chart  which  wanted  life* 
tie  of  being   completed.      They  ferved  alfo   as  k 
ground-work  for  a  more  laborious  work  of  his  on 
the  revolutions  of  the  globe,  and  the   formation  of 
Couches  de  la  Terre  \  a  work  of  which,  two  beauti- 
ful fketches   are  to  be  feen  jn  the  memoirs  of  the 
French  Academy,  for  1772  and  1787.     All  the  for- 
tune and  all  the  time  of  Lavoifier,  were  devoted  to 
the  culture  of  the  fciences  \  nor  did  he  feem  to  have 
a  preponderating  inclination  for  any  one  in  parti- 
cular, until  an  event,  fuch  as  feldom  occurs  in  the 
annals  of  the  human  mind,  decided  his  choice,  and 
attached  him  thenceforth  exclufively  to  chemiftry  ; 

Eel  —a  pur- 
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— a  purfuit  which  has  fince  rendered  his  name  im- 
mortal. 

The  important  difcovery  of  elaftic  fluids  was  juft 
announced  to  the  philofophical  world.  Prieftley, 
Black,  Cavendifti,  and  Macbride,  had  opened  to- 
phyfiologrfts  a  fort  of  new  creation  ;  they  had  com- 
menced a  new  sera  in  the  annals  of  genius  which 
was  to  become  equally  memorable  with  thofe  of  the 
compafs,  printing,  electricity,  &c. 

It  was  about  the  year  1770,  that  Lavoifier,  (truck 
'with  the  importance  and  grandeur  of  this  difcovery, 
turned  his  attention  to  this  incxhauftible  fountain  of 
truths,  and  iriftanlly  perceived,  by  a  kind  of  in- 
ftinft,  the  glorious  career  which  lay  before  him, 
and  the  influence  which  this  new  fcience  would  fie- 
ceiTarily  have  oyer  the  whole  train  of  phyfical  re- 
fearches.  Having  once  entered  into  this  path,  till 
then  unexplored,  he  inmimlf  became  an  inventor, 
diflipated  a  hoft  of  errors  and  prejudices,  and  be- 
came the  founder  of  a  new  dodlrine,  the  fuccefs  of 
which  is  more  than  fufficienc  to  eternize  his  name 
and  memory.  No  fooner  had  the  difcoveries  of 
Black  and '  Cavendifh  arrived  in  France,  than  La- 
voifier directed  his  whole  attention  to  their  experi- 
ments, the  procefles  of  which  he  repeated  and  va- 
ried in  a  variety  of  ways,  fo  as  to  eftablifh  and 
enlarge  therefults  of  the  Engliih  philofophers.  His 
great  object  being  to  announce  new  fails,  or  to  il- 
luftrate  fuch-as  w;ere  already  public,  he  collated  and 
compared  his  obfervations,  and  reduced  them  into 
a  complete  fyftem  of  dodrine.     Towards  the  end 

of 
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of  *775>  he  preferred  to  the  Academy  his  firft 
chemical  performance,  under  the  title  of  New  Ex- 
periments relative  to  the  exijience  of  a  fixed  elajiic  fluid 
in  certain  fubftances,  and  to  the  phenomena  which  refult 
from  its  fixation  or  dij engagement. 

Dr.  Prieftley's  publication  on  the  different  fpecies 
of  air  had  juft  made  its  appearance  in  London  3  the 
vaft  compafs  and  fcope  of  the  doctor's  experiments 
ftartled  at  firft  the  friends  of  Lavoifier,  left  his  ob- 
fervations  fhould  have  been  in  many  refpe&s  antici- 
pated, and  he  fhould  thus  lofe  the  fruits  of  his  inge- 
nuity and  induftry.  In  compliance  with  the  inftances 
of  his  friends,  he  accordingly  has  abridged  this  work 
of  many  of  its  parts,  which  may  be  rather  called  a 
fyllabus  than  a  complete  treatife,  and  even  advances 
fome  conclufions  which  he  afterwards  contradicted  ; 
—an  excellent  method,  however,  pervades  the 
whole  of  it,  combined  with  chaftity  of  experiment, 
and  perfpicuity  of  defign.  In  brief,  his  proceffes  are 
defcribed  with  an  exactitude  which  furpafles  every 
publication  of  the  kind  which  preceded  it ;  it  pro- 
pofes  new  methods  of  operation,  changes  the  very 
face  of  chemiftry,  and  operates  an  entire  revolution 
in  the  fcience.  Lavoifier  appeared  to  be  in  chemif- 
try, what  Kepler,  Newton,  and  Euler,  were  in 
geometry  and  the  mathematics ;  he  changed  the 
modes  both  of  operating  and  of  reafoning,  and  be- 
came the  centre  of  all  refearches  and  difcoveries,  on 
thefubjedtof  eiaftic  fluids, made  from  1774  to  1792. 

His  firft  production  was  only  a  preliminary  to  the 
furprifing  revolution  he  effedted  in  the  fcience.— 

Eej  Per- 
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Perceiving  that  the  extenfive  views  he  had  opened, 
and  the  new  modes  of  experiment  he  had  propofed, 
had  excited  univerfal  attention,  and  created  an  ex- 
pectation in  the  public,  of  deriving,  through  his 
means,  refults  ftill  more  considerable  and  unexpect- 
ed; he  employed  all  his  time  in  purfuing  the  labours 
he.  had  undertaken,  and  in  inventing  and  procuring 
exafl  inftruments  to  accomplish  his  purpofe.  His 
houfe  became  a  grand  laboratory,  in  which  nothing 
was  wanting  that  could  throw  light .  on  his  re- 
fearches  ;  and  his  fortune  was  appropriated  to  the 
improvement  of  his  favourite  fcience.  He  kept  in 
conftant  employment  a  number  of.  the  moft  inge- 
nious artifts,  for  the  invention  and  conftru&ion  of 
inftruments  fuperior  to  any  made  ufe  of  before,  and 
of  new  and  coftly  apparatus  of  every  kind,  the  moft 
accurate  and  delicate  in  its  execution.  No  expence 
was  fpared  by  Lavoifier,  in  the  purfuit  of  his  de- 
lightful and  ufeful  occupation. 

To  the  advantages  of  fortune,  in  the  application 
of  which  to  the  well-being  of  the  public,  few  men 
were  lb  fuccefsful  as  Lavoifier,  he  united  feveral 
others,  which  he  made  fubfervient  to  his  views :  he 
held  in  his  houfe,  twice  every  week,  aflemblies,  to 
which  he  invited  every  literary  character  that  was 
moft  celebrated  in  geometrical,  phyfical,  and  chemi- 
cal ftudies  :  in  thefe  inftructive  converfationes^  dif- 
cuffions,  not  unlike  fuch  as  preceded  the  firft  efta- 
blifliment  of  academies  regularly  took  place.  Here 
the  opinions  of  the  moft  eminent  literati  in  Europe 
Were  canvafted  3    paffages   the   moft   ftriking   and 
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novel,  out  of  foreign  writers,  were  recited  and  ani- 
madverted ^on  ;  and  theories  were  compared  with 
experiments.  Here  learned  men  of  all  nations  found 
eafy  admiffion ;  Prieftley,  Fontana,  Blagdea,  In- 
genhoufz,  Landriani,  Jacquin,  Watt,  Bolton,  and 
other  illuftrious  phyfiologifts  and  chejuifts  of  Eng- 
land, Germany,  and  Italy,  found  themfelves  mixed 
in  the  fame  company  with  Laplace,  Lagrange,  Bor- 
da,  Coufin,  Meunier,  Vandermonde,  Monge,  Guy- 
ton,  and  Berthollet.  Happy  hours  paffed  in  thefe 
learned  interviews,  wherein  no  fubje£t  was  left  un- 
inveftigated,  that  could  poffibly  contribute  to  the 
progrefs  of  the  fciences,  and  the  amelioration  and 
happinefs  of  man.  One  of  the  greateft  benefits  re- 
fulting  from  thefe  afiemblages,  and  the  influence  of 
which  was  foon  afterwards  felt  in  the  academy  it- 
felf,  and,  confequently,  in  all  the  phyfical  and  che- 
mical works  that  have  been  publiihed  for  the  laft 
twenty  years  in  France,  was,  the  agreement  efta- 
blifhed  in  the  methods  of  reafoning,  between  the 
natural  philofophers  and  the  geometricians.  The 
precifion,  the  feverity  of  ftyle,  the  philofophical 
method  of  the  latter,  was  infenfibly  transfufed  into 
the  minds  of  the  former  $  the  philofophers  became 
difciplined  in  the  taitics  of  the  geometricians,  and 
were  gradually  moulded  into  their  refemblance. 

In  the  twenty  volumes  of  the  Academy  of  Scien- 
ces, from  1772  to  1793,  are  forty  memoirs  of  La- 
voifier,  replete  with  ail  the  grand  phenomena  of  the 
fcience;  the  do£trine  of  combuftion,  general  and 
particular  j  the  nature  and  analyfis  of  atmoipherical 

air; 
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air  ;  the  formation  and  fixation  of  elaftic  fluids;  the 
properties  of  the  matter  of  heat ;  the  compofition  of 
acids  y  the  augmentation  of  the  ponderofity  of  burnt 
bodies  ;  the  decompofition  'and  recompofition  of 
water  ;  the  d  involution  of  metals :  vegetation,  fer- 
mentation, and  animal  ization.  For  more  than  fifteen 
years  confecutive,  Lavoifier  purfued,  with  unfhaken 
conftancy,  the  route  he  had  marked  out  for  himfelf, 
without  making  a  fingle  falfe  ftep,  or  fuffering  his 
ardour  to  be  damped  by  the  numerous  and  increafing 
obftacles  which  conftantly  befet  him. 

At  length,  in  1784,  backed  by  the  co-inciding 
opinions  of  all.  the  moil  eminent  French  chemifts, 
he  determined  to  blend,  in  a  fingle  tableau^  all  the 
different  colourings  of  truth  which  he  had  long  be- 
fore pourtrayed  diftindtively ; — this  celebrated  ele- 
mentary treatife  did  not  make  its  appearance  till  the 
year  1789.  This  laft  work  prefents  the  fcience  in 
a  fhape  completely  novel,  and  ferves  more  particu- 
larly to  diftinguiih  the  manner  of  Lavoifier  from 
that  of  Dr.  Prieftley  :  it  crowns  with  immortality 
the  glory  oF  Lavoifier.  Although  the  French  and 
Englifh  chemift  refembled  each  other  not  a  little  in 
the  numbered  multiplicity  of  their  experiments  on 
elaftic  fluids,  yet  how  different  were  the  refpedtive 
refults  which  they  deduced  from  them  ! 

Many  were  the  fervices  rendered  by  Lavoifier,  in 
a  public  and  private  capacity,  to  manufactures,  to 
the  fciences,  and  to  artifts.  His  domeftic  virtues, 
however,  {houlcf  not  be  wholly  paffed  by ;  as  a  friend, 
relative,  hufband,  &c.  his  conduct  was  exemplary : 

,  In 
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m  his  manners,  he  was  unafFe&edly  plain  and 
fimple.  Many  young  perfons,  not  bleffed  with  the 
gifts  of  fortune,  but  incited  by  their  inclination  to 
woo  the  fciences,  have  confeffed  their  obligations 
to  him,  for  pecuniary  aid;  many,  alfo,  were  the 
unfortunate,,  whom  he  relieved  in  filence,  and  with- 
out even  the  oftentation  of  virtue.  In  the  com- 
munes of  the  department  of  the  Loir  &  Cher^  where 
he  pofieffed  considerable  eftates,  frequently  would  he 
viilt  the  cottages  of  indigence  and  diflrefs  ;  long,  in- 
deed, will  his  memory,  and  that  of  his  amiable  fpoufe, 
be  cherifhed  there  !  This  virtuous  man,  fo  dear  to  his 
country,  to  the  fciences,  and  to  the  world,  was  at 
length  fuddenly  hurried  into  the  tomb,  as  one  of  the 
Farmers-General^  from  the  pinnacle  of  public  and 
private  happinefs,  by  a  fet  of  homicides,  who  made  a 
/port  of  facriiicing  the  lives  of  the  be.ft  men>t  to  a  fan- 
guinary  idol  of  their  own  fetting-up ! — The  pen  re- 
fufes  to  recitetheparticularsofthis  barbarous  butchery; 
— Honoured  lhade,  accept  the  regrets  and  the  palms 
which  every  friend  of  man  bears  to  thy  deferved  re- 
nown j  and  may  the  memory  of  thy  virtues,  thy  ge- 
nius, and  thy  courage,  live  in  the  bofoms  of  good  men, 
when  the  horrid  cataftrophies  which  have  blackened 
the  hiftory  of  thy  country  fliall  fink  into  oblivion ! 

[This  article  is  partly  taken  from  the  beautiful  eloge  of  Lalande, 
and  firft  appeared  in  the  Monthly  Magazine  for  January 
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THIBAUDEAU 

Is  a  man  of  amiable  character,  gentle  manners,  and 
confiderable  talents ;  but  is  fuppofed  to  be  hoflile 

to 
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to  the  prefent  republican  eftabliihment.  He  was 
originally  an  advocate  of  great  confideration,  and 
afterwards  became  deputy  in  the  convention  for  the 
department  of  La  Vienne.  Soon  after  he  had  voted 
for  the  King's  death,  he  appeared  to  change  his 
principles,  and  has  ever  fince  evinced  a  difpofition 
for  the  reftoration  of  royalty.  He  has  alfo  been 
laudably  defirous  of  ameliorating  the  fate  of  the 
emigrant  nobility. 

With  thefe  difpofitions,  it  is  not  furprtfing  that  he 
did  not  make  a  confiderable  figure  in  the  convention 
prior  to  the  year  1795.  It  is  only  recorded  of 
him,  that  in  the  month  of  December,  1793,  ^e  was 
elected  one  of  the  fecretaries  during  the  prefidency 
of  Couthon,  and  that  about  the  fame  period  he  be- 
came one  of  the  members  of  the  committee  of  pub* 
lie  inftrudtion. 

In  the  latter  capacity,  he  prefented  the  admirable 
report  to  the  convention  on  the  improvement  of  the 
mufeum  of  natural  hiilory,  called,  under  the  mo- 
narchy, le  Jar  din  Roy  ale  des  Plant  es.  To  this 
report  is  to  be  attributed  the  origin  of  the  decrees 
for  the  purchafe  of  the  adjacent  buildings,  the  ag- 
grandizement of  that  inftitution,  and  the  addition  of 
numberlefs  obje&s.  It  is  undeniable,  that  the  con- 
vention achieved  more  in  behalf  of  this  garden  than 
did  the  illuftrious  Buffon,  or  than  had  been  effected 
fince  its  foundation,  under  the.  direction  of  Tour- 
nefort. 

The   brilliant     exertions    of    Thibaudeau    com- 
menced with  the  year  1793.     It  was  then  that  he 
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diftinguifhed  himfelf  by  his  numerous  fpeeches  and 
reports  upon  the  critical  ftate  of  the  republic,  and 
the  diftreffes  caufed  by  the  revolutionary  govern^ 
ment.  The  finances,  perfonal  liberty,  conclatory 
laws,  &c.  fell  fucceflively  within  the  fphere  of  his 
exertions.  He,  in  a  word,  a£ted  as  though  he  meant 
to  cveiturn  every  thing  that  had  been  effected  by 
the  revolution. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  the  royal ifts  of  the 
fouth  having  made  two  attempts  to  afiaiTinate  the 
republicans,  a  commiflion  was  twice  appointed  to 
examine  into  the  charge,  and  Thibaudeau  was  each 
time  one  of  the  leading  members.  He  flared  in 
tlheir  reports,  that  thefe  aflafTinations  were  only  the 
refult  of  mal-adminiftration,  and  that  they  had  never 
been  fo  numerous  as  to  require  extraordinary  mea- 
Cures  to  reprefs  them.  It  was  however  ftated  in 
contradiction,  and  as  a  matter  of  fa£t,  in  the  official 
journal  of  the  Directory,  that  the  afTaffinations  perr 
pet  rated  in  the  year  1797  only,  amounted  to  twenty- 
three  thoufand  ■!  This  may  have  been  a  grofs  exag- 
geration, but  it  is  clear  that  Thibaudeau  favoured 
the  afiaffins. 

He  fat  in  all  the  fubfequent  legiflatures,  and  lat- 
terly attached  himfelf  to  the  party  of  Pichegru  and 
Barthelemy,  acled  in  concert  with  Camille  Jourdan, 
Imbert,  Colonies,  &c.  and  became  one  of  the  moft 
fevere  cenfurers  of  the  Directory.  It  was  therefore 
not  at  all  aftonifhing  that  he  (hould  be  involved  in 
their  profcription. 

He 
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He  was  fortunate  enough,  however,  to  effect  his 
efcape  from  Paris,  and  to  conceal  hirrifelf  in  the 
country.  When  time  had  allowed  the  minds  of  his 
enemies  to  cool,  and  the  triumphant  Directory  was 
enabled  to  liften  to  the  voice  of  moderation,  Thi- 
baudeau's  friends  moved  in  the  council  of  five  hun- 
dred, that  the  decree  of  tranfportation  fhould  not 
be  carried  into  execution  with  refpeci  to  him,  who 
they  faid  had  not  entered  into  the  late  faction  from 
ariftocratic  vievtfs,  but  in  confequence  of  his  beloved 
fyftem  of  a  mild  and  regular  adminiftration,  which 
fpirit  he  had  often  evinced  even  in  the  moft  turbulent 
times  of  the  convention. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  Thibaudeau  has 
not  fince  been  molefled.  He  has,  however,  fallen 
into  fo  great  a  degree  of  obfeurity,  that  his  name  has 
not  been  mentioned  during  the  laft  ten  months. 

FAUCHET. 

It  has  been  unjuftly  obferved  of  the  priefthood, 
that  all  its  members  are  attached  to  defpotifm,  and 
that  a  kind  of  tacit  compact  exifts  between  civil 
and  ecclefiaftical  tyrants,  for  the  fubjugation  of 
mankind  ;  one  of  the  contracting  parties  exercifing 
dominion  over  the  fouls,  the  other  over  the  bodies 
of  their  fubje&s;  each  fupporting  the  other  in  the 
arbitrary  exercife  of  its  refpective  claims.  Were 
this,  however,  to  be  admitted  as  a  general  rule,  how 
many  glorious  exceptions  might  be  mentioned  ?  — 
It  muft  be  confeffed,  that  to  the  clerical  refor- 
mers 
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mers  of  the  fixteenth  century  we  are  indebted  for 
the  emancipation  of  the  human  mind  from  the  thral- 
dom of  prieftcraft,  and  it  is  from  their  arfenal  that 
the  fharpeft  and  mod  deadly  weapons  have  been  bor- 
rowed for  the  conflict  with  the  foes  of  civil  li- 
berty. 

.  When  the  French  clergy  began  to  fpurn  at  the 
yoke  of  the  "  Bilhop  of  Rome,"  they  were  perhaps 
more  piqued  at  the  infolent  dominion  of  a  foreigner, 
than  convinced  of  his  usurpations.  The  eftablifh- 
tnent  of  the  Galilean  church,  however,  added  to 
the  national  dignity,  and  in  the  independence  of  the 
hierarchy,  fomething  appeared  to  have  been  gained 
by  the  people.  Since  that  memorable  epGch,  the 
minds  of  the  clergy,  particularly  thofe  refiding  ia 
the  great  cities,  have  become  more  expanded,  and  the- 
fchifm  which  took  place  at  an  early,  period  of  the 
French  revolution,  proved  that  arbitrary  power  had 
become  hideous,  even  to  a  multitude  of  churchmen. 
Claude  Fauchet  was  born  at  Erne,  in  the  depart- 
ment of  Nievre,  on  the  22d  of  September  1744;  he 
was  one  of  the  ableft  clergymen  of  his  time,  in 
refpect  to  pulpit  eloquence  j  for  the  days  of  the 
Flechiers  and  Boffuets  had  palled  away.  His  mental 
powers,  however,  had  made  him  known  even  in  his 
youth,  and  obtained  for  him  the  dignity  of  Predlca- 
tcur  du  RoL  He  was  afterwards  appointed  Ahhi 
Commendataire  de  Man  forty  and  at  length  Vicar-ge- 
jieral  of  Bourges.  His  funeral  oration  on  the  death 
of  the  celebrated  Abbe  Charles  Michael  de  l'Epee, 
inventor  of  the  new  method  for  educating  the  deaf  and 

F  f  dumb, 
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dumb,  was  the  firft  eflay  in  France  towards  the  apo- 
theofis  of  fuch  citizens  as  haddeferved  well  of  their 
country  by  their  labours,  talents,  and  patriotifm. 

As  he  h:mfelf  obferved,  "  this  alfo  was  the  firft 
time  that  the  objecl  of  a  funeral  eloge  in  a  church 
was  neither  a  tyrant  nor  an  abettor  of  tyranny,  de- 
ferving  rather  of  the  public  execration  than  of  flat* 
tery  from  the  chair  of  truth." 

Early  in  the  year  1790,  Fauchet  publiflied  a  work 
of  fome  celebrity,  entitled  "  De  la  Religion  N,ttio- 
nale."  In  this  he  attempted  to  prove,  firft,  the 
neccffity  of  religion  and  of  a  national  worfhip  \  fe- 
condly,  that  the  Chriftian  religion  was  the  beft 
adapted  to  a  monarchical  ftate;  and,  thirdly,  he  af- 
ferted  the  relation  between  theCatholick  faith  and  the 
temporal  power,  or,  in  the  technical  phrafe  of  the 
Gallican  church,  "  Concorde  du  Sacerdoce  et  de 
PEmpire."  It  is  alfo  fuppofed  that  he  had  a  large 
fliare  in  the  formation  of  the  civil  conftitution  of 
the  clergy,  and  that  jointly  with  the  Abbe  Lamourette 
he  was  the  inventor  of  the  civick  oath  adminiftered 
to  the  conftitutional  pricfts. 

The  revolution  found  the  Abbe  Fauchet  both 
rich  aid  refpe&able.  In  common  with  nearly  all 
the  enlightened  men  of  France,  he  hailed  the  con- 
vocation of  the  States-General  as  an  epoch  aufpici- 
ous  to  the  liberties  and  happinefs  of  mankind.  Na- 
turally of  an  ardent  difpofition,  he  evinced  uncommon 
zeal  in  the  fupport  of  his  political  opinions,  and  being 
of  an  enthufiaftical  turn  of  mind,  he  transferred  his  holy 
fervours  from  the  altars  of  fuperftition  to  the  fhrine 

of 
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of  liberty.     In  fliort,ibme  of  his  productions  breathe 
a  fpirit  of  political  myjlicijm. 

He  was  one  of  the  many  patriots  who  fuppofed 
the  court  from  the  beginning  infincere;  it  muft  be 
owned  that  there  was  but  too  much  caufe  for  this 
fufpicion  !  It  was  accordingly  decided  early  in  the 
revolution  that  fome  great  blow  fliould  be  (truck, 
in  order  to  appal  the  royaiifts,  and  perhaps  terrify 
the  fecret  advifers  of  Louis  XVI. ;  this  was  accord- 
ingly achieved  by  the  capture  of  the  Baftille  on  July 
14th,  17C9,  which  produced  a  marked  preponde- 
rance in  favour  of  the  nation. 

The  Abbe  Fauchet  on  this  occafion  participated 
in  the  dangers  and  the  honours  of  the  day,  for  he 
is  faid  to  have  been  one  of  the  firft  who  entered 
"  the  King's  Caftle  "  fword  in  hand  ! 

But  it  was  not  as  a  foldier  only  that  he  diftin- 
guifhed  himfelf  J  as  a  clergyman  he  was  ftrviceable 
to  the  caufe  in  a  ft  ill  more  eminent  decree.  It  was 
a  novelty  to  behold  a  man  of  his  cloth  renouncing 
the  doctrines  of  "  paflive  obedience  "  and  u  non- 
rtfiftance,"  and  preaching  the  "  imprefcriptible  rights 
of  man,"  to  the  people.  Accordingly,  on  great  oc- 
cafions  he  was  ufually  invited  to  pronounce  one  cf 
his  civick  fermonS)  and  as  all  memorable  lub;e£ts  al- 
low ample  field  for, conjecture,  he  pleafed  even  tire 
fanatical  part  of  his  audience  by  detailing  the  virtues 
and  fufferings  of  the  Founderof  our  holy  religion, 
whom  he  defcnbed  as  u  poor,  perfecuted,  fuffering 
for  the  good  canfe^  and  a  molt  excellent  Sans  Cu- 
lottes 
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An  admirabfe  cccafion  prefented  itfelf  in  179^ 
for  the  exercife  of  his  oratory.  On  the  I  ^th  of  June 
Mirabe.au  entered  the  National  Affembly,  announced 
the  death  of  Franklin,  and  moved  that  the  deputies 
fliould  wear  mourning  for  three  days  on  .this  melan- 
choly event:  a  propofi'tibn  inftantly  aflentcd  to  by 
acclamation  ♦. 

Early 


*  The  names  of  Franklin  and  Miraheau,  are  fo  juftly  celebrated, 
that  every  thing  appertaining  to  them,  becomes  an  object  of 
vviriofity.  It  has,-  therefore,  been  deemed  proper  to  infers  the 
following  accurate  account  of  the  proceedings: 

"  National  A fllmbly,  nth  June,  1790. 
"  M.  Mirabeau  the  elder,  having  demanded  and  obtained  leave 
to  fpeak,  addrefled  the  Affembly  as  follows : 
*  Franklin  is  de?d!  * 
[Cn  this  a  profound  and  folemn  fsknee  took  place  throughout 
the  hair.] 

*  The  genius  which  gave,  freedom  to  America,  and  fcattered 
torrents  of  light  upon  Europe,  is  returned  to  the  bofom  of  the 
Div-rsi'v. 

«  The  fage  whom  two  worlds  claim  j  the  man  difputedjby  "the 
hiflory  of  the  feknees,  and  the  hiftory  of  empires}- holds,  moft 
undoubtedly,' an  elevated  rank  in  the  human  fyecies. 

*  Political  cabinets  have  but  too  long  notified  the  death  of  thofe 
who  were  never  great  but  in  their  funeral  orations  j  the  etiquette 
of  courts  has. but  too  long  far.&ioned  hypocritical  grief,  Nations 
ought  only  to  mourn  for  their  benefactors  5  the  representatives  of 
freemen  ought  never  to  recommend  any  other  than  the  heroes  of 
humanity  to  their  homage, 

'  The  Congrefs  hath  ordered  a  general  mourning  for  one  month 
throughout  the  fourteen  confederated  Aates,  on  account  of  the 
death  of  Franklin:  and  America  hath  thus  acquitted  her  tribute 
of  admiration  in  behalf  of  one  of  the  fathers  of  her  conflitution,  - 

«  Would 
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Early  in  July,  the  Commune  of  Paris  determined 
that  this  occurrence  {hould  be  marked  by  an  appro- 


s  Would  it  not  be  worthy  of  you,  fellow-legiflators,  to  -unite 
yourfeves  in  this  religious  act,  to  participate  in  this  homage 
rendered  in  the  face  of 'the  univerfe  to  trie  rights  of  man,  and  to 
the  philofopher  who  has  fo  eminently  propagated  the  conqueft  of 
them  throughout  the  world  ? 

*  Antiquity  would  have  elevated  altars  to  that  mortal,  who  for 
the  advantage  of  the  human  race,  embracing  both  heaven  and 
earth  in  his  vaft  and  extenfive  mind,  knew  how  tofubdue  thunder 
and  tyranny. 

«  Enlightened  and  free,  Europe  at  lead  owes  its  remembrance  and 
regret,  to  one  of  the  greateit  men,  who  have  ever  ferved  the  caufe 
of  philofophy  and  liberty. 

1  I  propofe,  then  fore,  that  a  decree  do  now  pafs,  enacting,  that 
the  National  Afll-mbly  ihall  wear  mourning  during  three  days  for 
Benjamin  Franklin.* 

'  M.  M.  de  Rochefaucault  and  la  Fayette  immediately  arofe  in 
order  to  fecond  this  motion. 

<  The  A (lemhly  adopted  it,  at  firft  by  acclamation  ;  and  after- 
wards decreed  by  a  large  majority  amidft  the  plaudits  of  all  the 
fpe&ators,  that  on  Monday,  the  14th  of  June,  it  (hould  go  into 
mourning  for  three  days  j  that  the  difcourfe  of  M,  Miraheau  fhoujd 
be  printed  \  and  that  the  Prefident  tliould  write  a  letter  of  condo- 
lence upon  the  occafion,  to  the  Congrefs  of  America. ■ 

On  the  14th  of  June,  the  citizens  of  Paris,  imitating  the  example 
of  the  National  AflTembly,  appeared  alfo  in  mourning,  and  «  the 
friends  of  the  revolution  and  of  humanity  *  afTembled  at  the  Cafe 
Pr&ccpe,  wifhing  to  render  all  due  honours  to  the  memory  of  the 
great  American,  ordered  the  glafles  to  be  covered  with  crape, 
and  the  inner  apartment  to  be  hung  with  black. 

On  the  door  towards  the  ftreet  was  the  following  infeription : 

"    FRANKLIN     EST    MORT!" 

•«   Franklin  is  dead!  »" 
At   one  end   of  the  apartment  was  placed  his  buftj  crowned 
with  oak  leaves,  and  at  the  foot  of  the  pedcftal  waa  engraved  the 
word  vii, 

F  f  3  priate 
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priate  difcourfe,  and  they  tele&ed  the  Abbe  Fauchet 
as  the  orator  of  the  day.  Accordingly,  on  the  2ift 
of  that  month,  this  popular,  preacher  delivered  an 
eulogium  at  the  Rotunda,  in  honour  of  Franklin, . 
in  prefence  of  the  dcputiesto  the  legislative  afTem- 
bly,  the  mayor,  the  commandant-general  of  the  na- 
tional guards,  the  reprefentatives  of  the  commons, 
the  prefidents  of  the  diftrids,  and  the  electors  of  the 
capital. 

u  The  city  of  Paris,"  fays  he,  "  which  once  con- 
tained this  philofopher  within  its  walls  \  which  was 
intoxicated  with  the  pleafure  of  hearing,  admiring, 
and  loving  him  ;  of  gathering  from  his  lips  the 
maxims  of  moral  legislation  and  of  imbibing 
from  the  effufions  of  his  heart  a  paffion  for  the  pub- 
Jick  welfare,  ri-vals  Bofton  and  Philadelphia,  hrs  two 
native  cities  (for  in  one  he  was  born  as  it  were  a 
man,  and  in  the  other  a  legislator),  in  its  profound 
attachment  to  his  merit  and  his  glory. 

u  It  has  accordingly  commanded  this  funeral 
fo;emnity,  in-order  to  perpetuate  the  gratitude  and 
the  grief  of  this  third  country,  which  by  the  courage 
and  activity  with  which  it  has  profited  of  his  lefions, 
has  Shewn  itfelf  worthy  of  having  him  at  once  for 
an  iiiftruclor  and  a  model. 

a  In  feleSting  me  for  the  interpreter  of  its  wifhes, 
it  has  declared,  that  it  is  lefs  to  the  talents  of  an 
orator  than  the  patriotifm  of  a  citizen,  the  zeal  of  a 
preacher  of  liberty,  and  the  fenSibility  of  friend  of 
men*  that  it  hath  confided  this  folemn  function.  In 
this  point  of  view  I  may  fpeak  with  a  holy  confidence ; 

for 
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for  I  have  the  publiek  opinion,  and  the  teflimony  of 
my  own  confcience  to  fecond  my  wifhes*  Since 
nothing  elfe  is  wanting  than  freedom  and  fenfibility, 
for  that  fpecies  of  eloquence  which  this  eulogium 
requires,  I  am  fatisfied,  for  I  already  poffefs  them. 

"  My  voice  fhall  extend  to  France,  to  America, 
to  pofterity  \  I  am  now  to  do  juftice  to  a  great  man, 
the  founder  of  tranf-Atlantick  freedom ;  I  am  to 
praife  him  in  the  name  of  the  mother-city  of  French 
liberty  ;  I  myfelf  alfo  am  a  man  5  I  am  a  free  man  ; 
I  poflefs  the  fuffrages  of  my  fellow  citizens  :  this  is 
enough  ;  my  difcourfe  fhall  be  immortal  !" 

The  orator  next  proceeds  to  narrate  fome  particu- 
lars refpeding  the  *  life  of  this  truly  great  man  : 

"  Benjamin  Franklin,"  adds  he,  "  was  born  at 
-the  commencement  cf  the  prefent  century,  in  Bofton, 
the  capital  of  New  England.  His  father,  perfecuted 
in  his  own  country,  on  account  of  his  religious 
opinions,  (for  the  Englifh  fo  wavering  in  regard  to 
religion,  and  who  have  fo  often  changed  it  by  Afl  of 
Parliament,  at  the  nod  of  corrupt  kings  and  fana- 

*  M.  Fauchet  was  exceedingly  correct  as  to  all  the  important 
events  of  Franklin's  life.  He  was  indebted  on  this  occafion,  to 
the  communications  of  M.  Veillard  xnicndant  of  the  waters  of  Patty, 
M.  Fleury,  and  M.  C.  Roy,  a  member  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences, 
of  the  Royal  Society  of  London,  &c.  and  keeper  of  the  king's  cabi- 
net of  natural  hiftory  :  all  of  whom  were  intimate  with  the  Ame- 
rican ambaflador. 

The  Abbe  himfelf  was  alfo  acquainted  with  him,  having  often 
dined  in  company  with  Franklin,  at  a  little  charming  villa  at 
Taffy,  belonging  to  M.  Roy  de  Chaumont. 

tlcal 
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tical  chiefs,  have  always  been,  and  are  at  this  very 
-day  perfecutors)  ;  his  father,  I  fay,  took  refuge  in 
the  new  world,  whffre  the  church  of  England,  not 
having  as  yet  intruded  her  intolerant  folicitude,  per- 
mitted the  liberty  of  confcience. 

"  His  profeffion  was  obfcure ;  but  it  is  frcm  this 
very  obfcurity  that  it  is  glorious  for  him  to  have 
elevated  ,himfelf  to  the  head  of  his  nation,  and  to 
have  become  the  chief  as  it  were  of  mankind.  He  who 
was  deftined  to  be  the  founder  and  the  prefidenc  of 
the  Philofophical  Society  of  Philadelphia,  the  creator 
and  the  foul  of  the  Congrefs  of  America,  was  at  firft 
brought  up  to  the  trade  of  a  tallow-chandler.  The 
celebrated  orator  Flechier  began  life  among  ourfelves 
precifely  in  the  fame  manner  :  it  may  be  considered 
as  a  prodigy,  that  under  the  feudal  ariftocracy,  he 
fhould  have  ever  become  an  opulent  bifhop  ! 

"  The  hereditary  nobles,  the  titled  families  (it  is 
but  yefterday  as  it  were,  they  have  ceafed  to  exift  in 
France)  regarding  his  elevation  with  a  degree  of 
furprife,  mingled  with  fcorn,  were  unable  to  con- 
ceive how  a  minifter  dared  to  confer  a  bifhoprick  on 
a  plebeian. 

"  Duke,  replied  the  bifhop  of  Nimes  to- one  o( 
his  contemporaries  who  was  bafe  enough  to  reproach 
^him  with  the  occupation  of  his  father,  this  is  in 
truth  what  diftinguifhes  us  from  each  other  :  if  you 
had  been  born  in  the  fame  ftation  that  I  was,  you 
would  have  ftill  remained  a  maker  of  candles  !" 

As  it  has  been  moft  unjuftly  aflerted,  that  the 
Abbe  was  very  lax  in  the  article  of  belief,  it  may 

not 
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not  be  am  its  to  fubjoir^  the  concluding  part  of  this 
tlogti  in  which  he  makes  the  following  apoftrophe 
to  the  Deity  : 

"  Eternal  ruler  of  human  occurrences !  who 
according  to  thy  promife,  will  difpofe  every  thing  in 
favour  of  our  infant  liberty  *,  it  is  thou  who  haft  ac- 
cumulated in  filence  thole  remarkable,  prodigious, 
and  miraculous  events,  in  order  to  operate  the  crea- 
tion of  our  happinefs. 

"  But,  in  the  combination  of  all  thy  benefits,  the 
greateft  is,  that  thou  haft  given  us  a  Franklin,  and 
connected. us  with  an  America  \  the  moft 'propi- 
tious is,  that  thou  haft  placed  in  the  balance  of  the 
deftinies,  the  genius  of  the  national  afiembly,  and 
the  patriotifm  of  Bailly  f  and  La  Fayette ;  the  moft 
happy  is,  that  thou  haft  in  one  day  given  liberty  to 
the  capital  and  the  provinces,  and  difpofed  a  king  to 
embrace  it. 

"  O  memorable  fuccefs !  the  furrounding  nations 
can  fcarcc  give  credit  to  the  truth  of  it  \  but  they 
begin  to  be  moved  at  the  fight  5  their  doubts  feem 
to  evaporate,  and  they  at  length  believe  that  they 
■alfo  may  be  happy, 

"  Tyrants  tremble  !  your  reign  has  pafled  away ; 
we  have  now  brothers  in  fentiment  over  all  the 
earth.  But  a  little  longer,  and  in  a  mutual  inde- 
pendence and  equal   affection,  the   nations  of  the 

*  Tu  autem  Nominator  virtutis  ----.-  cum  magna  rcveren* 
tia  difpoms-nos. 

j-  Then  mayor  of  Paris,  - 

univerfe 
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univerfe  will  be  aftonifhed  at  being  happy,  and  at 
finding  themfelves  Frenchmen  ! 

"  Venerable  old  man,  auguft  philofopher,  legifla- 
tor  of  the  felicity  of  thy  country,  prophet  of  the  fra- 
ternity of  the  human  race,  what  extatick  happinefs 
embellifhed  the  end  of  thy  career  !  From  thy  for- 
tunate afylum,  and  in  the  midft  of  thy  brothers,  who 
enjoyed  in  tranquillity  the  fruits  of  thy  virtues,  and 
the  fuccefs  of  thy  genius,  thou  haft  fung  fongs  of 
deliverance.  The  laft  looks  which  thou  caft  around 
thee,  beheld  America  happy.  -France  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  ocean  free,  and  a  fure  indication  of  the 
approaching  freedom  and  happinefs  of  the  world. 

"  The  United  Stages  looking  upon  themfelves  as 
thy  children,  have  bewailed  the  death  of  the  father 
of  their  republick;  France  thy  family  by  adoption 
has  honoured  the  founder  of  their  laws;  and  the 
human  race  has  received  thee  as  the  univerfal  pa- 
triarch who  has  formed  the  alliance  of  nature  with 
fociety. 

"  Thy  remembrance  belongs  to  all  ages  ;  thy 
memory  to  all  nations ;  thy  glory  to  eternity  !" 

This  fpirited  effufion  to  the  memory  of  a  famous1 
Heretick)  was  attended  with  a  fingular  effe£l,  for  it 
contributed  not  a  little  to  render,  the  orator  a  dona- 
tory of  the  Catholick  church.  A  grand  divifion 
at  this  period  was  about  to  take  place  in  the  Gallican 
/communion,  which  may  henceforth  be  faid  to  have 
been  divide^  istto.  jurors  and  non -jurors  \  thefe  who 

fubferibei 


FAUCHET.  335 

fubfcribed  the  civil  conjiitution^  and  thofe  who  re- 
jc6led  it ;  the  patriotick,  and  the  refractory  clergy* 

I  Fauchet,  as  may  be  eafily  imagined,  ranged  himfelf 
on  the  fide  of  the  former,  and  became  bifhop  of 

I  Calvados  in  Normandy. 

This  circumftance  added  to  his  reputation  for  pa- 
triotifm,  of  courfe  gave  him  a  certain  degree  of  inte- 
reft  within  the  precin&s  of  his  own  diocefe,  and  we 
accordingly  find  him  reprefenting  the  department  in 
the  National  Convention,  notwithftanding  Normandy 
at  that  time  abounded  with  royalifts. 

Here,  as  before,  he  took  the  popular  fide,  and  re- 
mained equally  firm  and  zealous  in  his  attachment^ 
until  the  fatal  difpute  between  the  Brifibtines  and  the 
Mountain  party  deluged  all  France  with  blood. 

On  that  occafion,  as  it  may  be  eafily  fuppofed,  he 
did  not  hefitate  to  take  part  with  the  great  and  vir- 
tuous men,  who  oppofed  Robefpierre  and  Marat,  and 
were  finally  obliged  to  fuccumb  before  the  more  for- 
tunate deftiny  of  thefe  atrocious  tyrants. 

He  was  of  courfe  involved  in  the  affair  of  the 

i  twenty-one  profcribed  members,  on  the  31ft  of  May-; 
notwithftanding  this  he  might  have  ftill  efcaped,  had 

1  not  other  charges,  of  a  very  ferious   nature,   been 
brought  againft  him.     He  was  accufed,  in  the  great 

1  mother  fociety^  of  haying  procured  a  pafTport  for  M. 
de  Narbonne,  the  ex-mirifter,  on  account  of  which 

t  his  name  was  erafed  from  the  lift  of  Jacobins.     A 

1  more  fatal,  and  perhaps  a  more  honourable  accufation 
was  next  brought  forward.    Chabot  denounced  him 

for 
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for  having  received  a  vifit  from  Charlotte  Corday*, 
after  the  afTaffination  of  Marat.  ', 

la  confequence  of  this,. he  was  immediately  ar- 
refted  as  a  royalljl,  and  executed  on  the  31ft  of  Oc- 
tober 1793,  in  the  forty-ninth  year  of  his  age. 

Fauchet  was  efteemed  on  account  of  the  regularity 
of  his  life,  and  the  aufterity  of  his  principles.  Al- 
though opulent,  he  was  not  expenfiver  being  modeft 
in  his  deportment,  and  avoiding  every  thing  that  had 
the  appearance  of  oftentation.  His  eloquence  was 
deemed  pleafing,  rather  than  perfuafive;  and  he  was 
a  zealous  admirer  of  J.  J.  RoufTeau,  whofe  memory 
he  cherifhed  with  a  refpe£l  bordering  on  adoration. 

In  his  perfon,  he  was  above  the  middle  fize, 
and  his  countenance  exhibited  fomething  particularly 
prepofTefiing.  -     . 


*  The  zeal  of  Chabot,  on  this,  as  on  many  other  occasions,  out- 
ran his  veracity.  It  is  a  well -authenticated  fact,  that  Mademoifelle 
Charlotte  Corday,  never  Taw  Fauchet.  She  had  indeed  been  ftrongly 
recommended  ~by  Barbaroux-  to  the  Bifhop  of  Calvados,  and  the 
letter,  which  had  never  been  prcjentedy  was  found  in  her  pocket-book, 
after  me  had  immolated  Marat.  This  circumftance,  which  ought 
to  have  operated  ftrongly  in  favour  of  his  innocence,  on  the  con- 
trary, ferved  as  a  pretext  for  his  guilt.  But  he  was  tried  before  a 
tribunal  of  blood,  and  during  a  period  of  diffraction,  when  fufpicion' 
and  criminality  had  become  lynonimou^ 
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There  were  two  brothers  of  this  name,  both  at 
one  time,  in  high  favour  at  the  French  Court,  the 
ci-devant  Count  efpecially,  who  is  faid  to  have  been 
in  the  good  graces  of  the  Queen  and  Madame  de 
Lamballe.  A  little  before  the  revolution,  he  married 
a  rich  Creole  of  St.  Domingo,  with  whom  he  got 
immenfe  wealth,  in  confequence  of  the  interceflion 
of  a  great  perfonage ;  but  no  fooner  did  that  event 
.take  place,  than  he  declared  himfelf  on  the  fide  of 
the  people.  On  being  reproached  with  ingratitude, 
he  replied  in  language  worthy  of  a  Roman, — »u  that 
the  firft  and  deareft  obligations  of  a  citizen  are  to 
his  country.5'  V 

No  fooner  did  the  Lameths  join  in  the  general  cry 
for  a  limited  government,  than  they  were  reminded 
by  the  courtiers  of  their  plebeian  origin.  It  was 
difcovered  that  their  great  grandfather  had  been  a 
tallow-chandler  at  Amiens,  and  their  grandfather  a 
furgeon*-.  Thefe  little  genealogical  anecdotes  were 
all  forgotten,  while  they  bafked  in  the  funfhine  of 
Verfailles,  and  vied  in  favour  and  fplendour  with  the 
dukes  and  peers  of  France.  The  moment,  however, 
it  was  known  that  they  fecretly  approved  of  the  de- 
ft ru£ti  on  of  the  Bafti lie,  the  obfeurity  of  their  an- 
ceftors  feems  to  have  become  criminal,  and  it  began 

*       '  "        '  '  .»  .-  ■         »       »i  ■  ■ ■•  »i ...L. i.i        .  .     ii.    ,         -   ■  i  m  ii  ■       '   '■ 

*  He  feems  to  have  been  a  man  of  fome  eminence,  for  he  was 
furgeon  to  Cardinal  Mazarine. 
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to  be  whifpered  abroad,  that  they  themfelves  could 
fcarcely  be  confidered  as  gentlemen  !  f 

The  circumftances  juft  recapitulated  gave  birth  to 
many  fplenetick  literary  efFufio'ns  on  the  part  of  their 
enemies,  and  we  (hall  here  tranfcribe  one  of  the  lam- 
poons publifhed  on  the  occafion: 

"  Jadls,  dans  Amiens,  un  Sieur  Lameth,  dk-on, 
**  (Je  1c  tiens  d'un  favant  en  genealogies) 
w  Vendoit  au  public  des  bougies  : 
" ,  Cetoit  un  marchand  de  renom  ; 
tc  Merne  on  lui  doit  Pereclion  en  revcrberes: 
"  Le  bonhomme  n'avoit  d'autre  pretention 
"  Que  de  ve-ndre  fes  huillcs  cheres. 
"  'Qu'il  feroit  fier'de  fon  invention, 
"  S'il  en  voyoit  les  efFets  falutaires! 
/_*  Ses  petitSrfils,  que  de  la  nation 
ff  Sont  devenus  tout-a-coup  les  lumieres 
s<  Pour  l'eclairer  de  la  bonne  fecon- 
u  Dans  les  archives  de  leurs  peres,"  &c. 

When  any  outrage  was  committed  againft  the 
royal  ifts*,  when  the  caftles  of  the  noblejje  were  (et 
on  fire  by  an  enraged  and  opprefled  peafantry,  or 
the  perfons  of  "the  arijlocrates  threatened  with  chaf- 
fcifement,  th,e  recital  was  fare  to  be  accompanied  by 
fome  jeft  againft  the  Lameths,  who  were  faid  to  be 
at  the  bottom  of  the  plot,  and,  not  unmindful  of  the 
calling  of  their  humble  anceftors,  were  ftill  fond  of 
u  letting  blood,"  and  anxious  to  cc  enlighten  houfes 
with  flambeaus,  and  underftandings  with  lanternes" 
However  clumfy  thefe  jokes  may  appear,  they  were 
*elt,  and  it  was  not  long  before  the  obje&s  of  them 
ceafed*  to  merit  the  animadvcrfions   of  the  cour- 

During 
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During  the  greater  part  of  the  duration  of  the 
conftituent  affembly,  the  elder  brother  evinced  a 
manly  independence,  and  exhibited  talents  adapted  to 
the  tribune;  for  his  eloquence  was  calculated  at  once 
to  pleafe,  inftruft,  and  admonifh.  It  was  not  until 
the  revifion  of  the  conftitutional  code,  that  his  con- 
duct became  equivocal  \  then,  indeed,  he  was  thought 
to  have  made  his  peace  with  the  court,  and  to  have 
been  fecretly  re-admitted  into  the  favour  of  the 
Queen.  He  had  been,  generally  indeed,  on  but  in- 
different terms  with  thofe  whom  fhe  confidered  as 
her  enemies. 

His  property  being  fituated  in  the  French  Weft 
Indies,  this  circumftance  interefted  him  greatly  in 
the  queftion  concerning  negro  flavery.  He  had  no 
'objection  to  men  of  his  own  complexion  vindicating 
•their  freedom ;  but  the  idea  was  intolerable  in  refpefl 
to  beings  with  flat  nofes,  frizzly  hair,  and  dingy  com- 
plexions,— more  efpecially  as  he  claimed  fome  hun- 
dreds of  thefe  creatures  as  his  own  property  J  It 
is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  then,  if  he  evinced  a 
deadly  hatred  againft  Briflbt,  and  all  thofe  apper- 
taining to  the  fociety  called  ly Amh  des  Noirs^  who 
were  not  fufficient  metaphyficians  to  conceive  how 
human  rights  could  be  affected  by  the  mould  of  the 
features,  or  the  colour  of  the  (kin* 

Between  the  Lameths  and  La  Fayette  there  ex- 
ifted  for  a  long  time  the  moft  deadly  hatred ;  they 
were  at  length,  however,  with  much  difficulty  re- 
conciled, and  even  agreed  to  adl  in  concert;  this 
coalition  was  of  courfe  looked  upon  with  an  evil  eye 


T      CT       O 
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by  the  patriots,  who,  fuppofing  them  influenced  by 
interefted  motives,  attacked  them  with  /redoubled 
vigour,  and  at  length  forced  them  to  abandon  their 
native  country. 

ALEXANDER    LAMETH. 

Notwithftanding  his  great  grandfather,  was  of  the 
fame  profeffion  as  the  father  of  the  Bilhop  of 
Nifmes*,  yet  he  found  means  to  become  a  Knight 
of  Malta.  This  was  affu  redly  in  exprefs  contradic- 
tion to  the  rules  and  regulations  cf  that  celebrated 
order  of  knighthood,  as  its  croffes  were  only  to  be 
beftowed  on  fuch  candidates  as  could  prove  them- 
felves  noble  ^  both  by  father  and  mother's  fide,  for 
a  certain  number  of  generations.  It  demonftrates, 
however,  the  high  protections  as  the  courtiers  were 
accuftomed  to  term  it,  with4  which  he  was  ho- 
noured. 

When  the  States-General  were  convoked,  Alex- 
ander reprefented  the  balliage  of  Peronne,  Roye, 
and  Mont-Didier,  during  the  years  1789,  1790,  and 
1791-  While  in  this  capacity,  he  acquired  confider- 
able  celebrity  by  appearing  to  make  a  generous  fa- 
criiice  of  the  privileges  of  a  particular  cajl  to  the 
interefts*of.  his  country.  He  confequently  ranged 
himfelf  on  the  fide  of  the  minority  of  the  nobles* 
and  acquired  a  confiderable  degree  of  popularity, 
notwithftanding  his  crofs  of  Malta,  his  rank,  and  his 
great  con necli oris.- 

*  The  father  of  the  celebrated  and  eloquent  Flechier  was  a  tallvio- 

*"**'  ;  When 


THE    LAMETHSi  34X 

When  the  declaration  of  the  Rights  of  Man 
was  propofed,  he  voted  for  the  affirmative;  he  alfo 
contributed  to  the  annihilation  of  the  parliaments, 
and  aflented  to  the  precedence  of  the  legislative  over 
the  executive  power. 

When  at  the  height  of  his  reputation,  he  attacked 
Mirabeau;  that  great  orator  defignated  him  and  his 
fiipporters,  under  the  name  of  Anarchijls\  denounced 
them  by  that  title  only  eight  days  before  his  death  y 
and  would,  perhaps^  have  crufhed  them  in  the  bud, 
if  he  had  lived  but  a  few  months  longer. 

About  this  time  he  had  obtained  fome  eminence 
in  the  Jacobin  fociety  \  but  he  made  fuch  a  tyrannical- 
ufe  of  his  influence,  that  he  was  foon  abandoned. 

He  was  ele&ed  Prefident  of  the  National  Con- 
vention, and  afTumed  the  chair,  on  the  2  lit  of  No- 
vember 1790. 

The  Chevalier 'was  at  length  included  in  the  de- 
cree of  accufation  launched  againft  Barnave,  and' 
faved  himfelf  by  flight  in  1792. 

He  is  faid  to  be  naturally  vain  and  intriguing,  but 
his  misfortunes  have  undoubtedly  corrected  the  firfl: 
of  thefe  faults,  as  he  has  of  late  been  educated  in  the; 
fchool  of  adverfity.  As  to  the  latter  qualification,, 
were  he  to  pofTefs  all  the  requifites,  it  muft  of 
courfe  be  ufelefs  during  his  prefent  obfcurity,. 

CHARLES    LAMETHy 

A  ci-devant  Count,  and  Colonel  of  CulraJJiers^ 
is  ftill  more  celebrated  than  his  relation,  and  at  two-1 
different  periods  of  his  life  was  in  poffeffion  of  im- 
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nienfe  influence,  having  by  turns  been  patronifed  by 
the  court  and  the  popular  party. 

He  was  one  of  the  deputies  in  the  States-General 
for  the  province  of  Artois,  and  conducted  himfelf 
nearly  in  the  fame  manner  as  his  brother,  having 
fided  with  fuch  cf  the  nobles  as  took  part  with 
the  people,  and,  with  them  fcorning  every  idea 
cf  perfonal  intereft,  he  facrificed  his  privileges  to  his 
principles.  On  this  account  they  were  of  courfe  ab- 
horred by  the  feudal  arijlocracy\  but,  perhaps,  fuch 
an  enmity  conftitutes  their  moll  honourable  eu- 
logium. 

It  has  been  faid  of  Charles,  that  he  evinced  the 
bfockeft  ingratitude  on  this  cccafion,  having  been 
educated  in  the  Court*  and  indebted  to  the  Queen 
for  his  marriage  with  a  rich  heirefs:  but  although  it 
be  a  delicate  thing  to  draw  d i ft i notions  between  the 
duty  we  owe  to  our  country,  and  our  refpe<£t  to  indi- 
viduals, as  a  queftion  of  right)  there  can  exift  no 
doubt. 

The  projects  of  the  Lameth  family,  owing  to  a 
variety  of  circumftances,  have  never  been  fufficiently 
developed.  It  is  pretty  evident,  however,  that  they 
were  ambitious  to  take  the  lead  in  publick  affairs,  and 
were  at  one  time  exceedingly  popular*. 

This  wras  demonstrated  on  the  duel  between 
Charles  and  the  Duke  de  Caftries,  a  deputy  like 
himfelf  in  the  States-General,  hut    of  an  oppofite 

*  Both  the^  brothers  were  Presidents  of  the  National  Afiemblyj 
Charles  a&ed  in  that  capacity  on  the  3d  of  July  1791. 

party; 
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party ;  for  he  fat  on,  and  voted  with  the  cote  droit, 
or  right  fide,  as  that  of  the  royalifts  was  then 
termed. 

The  Count  had  caufed  a  perfon  of  the  name  of 
Sauvigny  to  be  excluded  from  the  meetings  of  the 
noblejje  \  on  this  the  latter  made  ufe  of  certain  ex- 
preffions  which  the  new  deputy  parried  by  pleading 
.his  miffion,  obferving,  that  being  now  devoted  to 
the  affairs  of  the  publick,  he  could  not  avenge  the 
infult  offered  to  an  individual. 

The  Duke  de  Caftries  treated  this  as  an  excufe 
to  prevent  fighting,  and  fome  of  his  pleafantries 
having  come  to  the  ears  of  Count  Lameth,  a  combat 
enfued.  On  this  occafion  the  latter  received  three 
fword  wounds  in  the  arm  from  the  hand  of  his  an- 
tagonift,  and  conducted  himfelf  with  great  gal- 
lantry. 

No  fooner  were  the  Parifians  acquainted  with  the 
event  than  they  confidered  it  as  an  affaffination  of 
one  of  their  champions.  They  accordingly  repair- 
ed in  immenfe  crowds  to  the  Hotel  de  Cajlries^  in- 
tending to  avenge  themfelves  on  the  perfon  of  the 
duke.  As  he,  however,  had  been  prudent  enough 
to  retire,  they  inftantly  began  to  deftroy  every  thing 
in  his  houfe,  which  was  completely  gutted  in  the 
courfe  of  a  few  minutes. 

They  then  attempted  to  fefc  fire  to  it,  but  wete 
prevented  by  the  vigilance  of  La  Fayette,  at  that  time 
Commandant-general  of  the  national  guards,  who 
flew  thither  at  the  head  of  a  fquadron  of  horfe. 

This, 
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This,  however,  proved  a  very  thanklefs  officfcr 
for  the  artjiocrates  afferted  that  he  had  received 
timely  notice  of,  and  could  have  prevented  the  dis- 
order, but  did  not  chufe  to  ftir  from  head  quarters 
until  the  whole  city  was  in  danger  of  being  fet  ©n 
fire! 

A  little  before  this  M.  Lameth,  who  held  an  of- 
fice *  in  the  houfehold  of  the  Count  d'Artois,  re- 
figned  his  charge:  on  that  oecafion  he  Jiole  a  march 
©n  his  royal  highnefs,  who  intended  to  have  difmijfed 
him  on  account  of  his  political  principles. 

Charles  Lameth  left  France  in  1792,  and  repaired 
inftantly  to  a  neutral  territory,  having  rejoined  his 
brother  at  Hamburgh ;  he  has  fince  been  in  Eng- 
land, but  the  fight  of  a  conjiitutionel  was  too  odi- 
ous to  be  endured  by  the  royalifts  of  the  old fchoolr 
and  he  is  reported  to  have  been  fent  off  at  a  very 
fliort  warning. 

Both  the  Lameths  were  inferted  in  the  lift  of 
emigrants;  notwithftanding  this  they  returned  to 
France,  and  remained  publickly  there  during  three 
months :  it  was  during  that  fhort  but  critical  period 
when  Camille-Jourdan,  Barthelemy,  &c.  had  pal- 
fied  the  public  efforts,  and  were  on  the  point  of 
producing  a  counter-revolution.  No  fooner,  how- 
ever, did  the  grand  epoch  of  the  4th  of  September 
arrive,  than  their  hopes  were  completely  blafted,  and 
they  as  well  as  a  multitude  of  emigrants  obliged 
once  more  to  fly.  * 
'■  i       i, "    ■  —       * .—     * '  •  *  ~ '      '  " '  *  '    *"  * "   ' ' *    ■■■■■' ii  1  ■■— — *^ 

#  Gentilbemme  &h<mnmr}  a  kind  of  lord  in  waiting ! 

They 
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They  bave  lately  been  employed  in  getting  their 
names  erafed  from  the  fatal  fcroll  that  condemns 
them  to  exile,  but  they  have  hitherto  proved  un- 
fuccefsful,  and  unlefs  fome  very  unexpected  circum- 
ftance  fhould  occur,  they  are  likely  to  fpend  the  re- 
mainder of  their  lives  in  a  foreign  country. 

JEAN  DE  BRY, 

Was  the  fon  of  an  eminent  lawyer  in  Laon,  in  the 
Soifonnois,  and  he  himfelf  was  bred  to  the  bar  and 
actually  pra&ifed  there  before  the  revolution.  That 
event  prevented  him  from  obtaining  the  reputation  of 
a  great  advocate  and  alfo  obfcured  the  profpe£fc  cf  a 
confiderable  fortune;  but  he  has  been  fully  compen- 
fated  for  thefe  imaginary  loffes  by  the  revolution. 
*  Befides  a  knowledge  of  jurifprudence,  Jean  de 
Bry  affected  to  be  fome  what  of  a  philofopher ;  and 
obtained  that  charafter  by  a  fenfible  publication, 
printed  at  Laon  in  the  year  1790,  with  the 
title  EJfai  fur  V Education  Nationale.  Thefe  two 
qualifications  obtained  him  the  place  of  member  of 
the  directory  of  the  department  of  PAifne,  one  of 
the  fix  which  includes  the  ci-devant  SoiJJinnohj 
BeauvoifiS)  and  the  Vexin* 

Soon  after  this  he  was  appointed  a  deputy  to  the 
National  Convention  by  the  electors  of  his  depart- 
ment, and  from  the  firft  moment  of  his  entrance 
into  the  legillature  exhibited  a  moft  ardent  love  for 
liberty,  mixed  however  at  times  with  a  certain  vio- 
lence of  fpirit  that  proved  detrimental  to  his  party* 

He 


34&  '        JEAN   DE  BRY. 

He  was  one  of  the  chief  abettors  of  the  two  famous 
decrees  of  the  National  Convention  of  the  15th  and 
27th  of  November  1792,  which  promifed  the  fra- 
ternal affiftance  of  the  French  nation  to  the  oppref- 
fed  inhabitants  of  every  country  who  wifhed  to 
fliake  off  the  yoke  of  their  tyrants.  This  meafure, 
according  to  the  royalifts,  was  a  direct  invitation 
to  all  the  Cromwells  and  Mafaniellos  of  Europe. 

It  was  he  alfo  who,  both  in  the  Jacobin  club  and 
Convention,  moved  to  create  a  Legion  de  Tyrannic 
cides,  for  the  purpofe  of  delivering  mankind  from 
the  yoke  of  royal  oppreffion.  BrifTot  and  his  friends, 
however,  fcouted  thefe  exaggerated  propofitions, 
which  tended  not  a  little  to  add  to  the  odium  already 
excited  againft  the  French. 

In  the  year  1792,  Jean  de  Bry  was  twice  Secre- 
tary during  the  prefidence  of  Herault  and  Gregoirey 
and  in  the  month  of  March  of  the  fubfequent  year 
(1793)  he  himfelf  was  elected  to  the  chair. 

The  Girondifts  did  not  treat  him  with  any  great 
refpedt,  and  he  was  always  beheld  with  a  fufpicious 
eye  by  the  Mountain.  He  however  obtained  a  cer- 
tain degree  of  influence  after  the  Thermidorian  Ju- 
bilee, and  from  that  time  to  this  he  has  always  been 
a  diftinguifhed  patriot  in  the  legifhture,  and  an  affi- 
duous  and  laborious  member  of  the  committees. 

In  the  fummer  of  1795,  a  thick  cloud  feemed  to 
environ  the  head  of  this  deputy.  Happening  to  be  on  a 
iniffion  to  the  army  of  the  Rhine,  he  was  publickly 
charged  with  having  diforganized  the  military  difci- 
pline^  fo  admirably  attained  by  the  aid  of  Pichegru,  and 

with 
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with  fpreading  anti-republican  principles  among  the 
inferiour  officers.  This  ridiculous  imputation  origi- 
nated in  the  mifconduii  of  fome  young  men,  who  left 
their  regiments  before  the  pafiage  of  the  Rhine, 
and  repaired  to  Bafle,  where  they  were  heard  to  fay, 
<c  that  they  were  not  foolifh  enough  to  fight  for  a 
republick,  which  they  knew  to  a  certainty  could 
"not  exift."  They  added,  "  that  Pichegru  and  Jean 
de  Bry  were  actually  concerting  meafures  for  deli- 
vering Strafbourg  to  the  army  of  Conde  !  " 

The  patriotifm  of  the  deputy  was,  however,  fo 
univerfally  acknowledged  as  to  fecure  him  from  any^ 
kind  of  enquiry  on  this  occafion. 

Jean  de  Bry  has  been  lately  fent  as  minifter  ple- 
nipotentiary to  the  Congrefs  of  Radftadt,  in  the 
room  of  Treillard,  who  has  obtained  the  rank  of 
Director. 

.    On  this- grand   difcuffion   depends  the  peace  of 
Germany,4  and  perhaps  of  Europe.     The  ableft  ne- 
gotiators   -v  11  be  prefent  on    the    part  of  Pruffia, 
Aiiftra,  -&c  but  unfortunately  the  talents  of  Jean 
de  Bry  are  ihferfer  to  thofe  of  his  predeceflbr,  and 
I  tie  is  deficient  in  'dtplomatick  acquirements.     It  is 
1  thought  therefore  that  the  ex-direclor  will  fettle  all 
1  the vprtftmiTtery  articles    within   the  limits  of  the 
i  republick,  and  the  new'  minifter — fhould  peace  be  con- 
•  eluded — will  have  only  to  affix  his  fignature  and 
I  fan£tion% 
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DAUNOU,  f 

Like  Billaud,  was  originally  a  prieft  of  the  Oratory, 
but  far  fuperior  to  him  both  in  capacity  and  know- 
ledge. He  was  a  man  of  learning  in  the  ftricleft 
fenfe  of  the  word,  and  befides  his  exertions  within 
the  walls  of  his  convent,  in  the  inftru&ion  of  the 
youth  who  were  entrufted  to  that  community,  he 
wrote  fome  memoirs  on  natural  hiftory  previoufly 
ta  the  revolution,  v/hich  obtained  him  admittance  into 
the  fociety  of  Experimental  Philofophy  at  Bruffels. 

Daunou  was  too  much  a  philofopher  to  be  attach- 
ed to  the  prejudices  of  his  condition;  but  he  was 
prudent  enough  to  conceal  his  fentiments  until  a 
favourable  opportunity  occurred. 

The  new  order  of  things  enabled  him  to  throw 
offt  the  difguife.  Accordingly,  in  the  year  1790, 
he  publifhed  a  work  which  occafipned  fome  noife 
at  that  period,  and  is  ftill  highly  efleemed,  entitled 
De  la  Religion  Publiqut,  ou  Reflexions  fur  un 
Chapitre  dirContrat  Sotiole  de  Jean  Jaques  Rouf- 

feau.  It  was  obferved  that  Daunou,  Raynal  excepted, 
was  the  firft  monk  in  France  who  had  cultivated 
with  fuccefs  the  triumphant  philofophy  of  the  age. 
Le  Catholique  Remain,  faid  Daunou,  a  deux  Chefs, 

fon  Roi  et  le  Pape.  Or  il  ejl  indubitable  qu'un 
Francois,  qui  fe  croira  le  fujet  de  Veveoue  de  Rome, 

fera  toujour s  en  France  un  mauvais  citoyeni  * 

*  «*  The  Roman  Catholick  faith  has  two  heads  :  the  King  and 
the  Pope.  Now  it  is  incontestable,  that  a  Frenchman  who  believes 
himfelf  the  fubject  of  the  biihop  of  Rome,  will  be  always  a  bad 

citizen." 

Little 
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Little  fatisned  with  his  theoretical  philofophy, 
Daunou  wanted  to  give  alfo  fome  proofs  of  what  is 
called  a£tive  patriotism.  It  was  he  who  prevailed 
upon  his  brethren  de  la  Congregation  de  FOratoire 
to  fend  a  petition  to  the  National  AfTembly  in  Sep- 
tember 1790,  craving  leave  to  appear  in  its  prefence, 
and  take  the  civick  oath  to  bring  up  the  French  yoatli 
in  the  principles  of  the  conftitution.  When  this 
requeft  was  granted,  he  himfelf  repaired  to  the  bar, 
as  the  chief  of  the  deputation. 

He  alfo  wrote  fome  difcourfes,  afterwards  inferted  , 
in  the  Journal  Encyclopedique^  upon  the  advantages 
that  French  literature  was  likely  to  reap  from  pub- 
lick  liberty.  Thefe  efTays  tended  to .  confute  the 
dodtrine  inculcalted  by  the  conduftor  of  the  Aymu 
Litter  aire  (the  fucceffor  of  the  famous  Frefon), 
who  aflerted  that  political  inveftigations  were  apt  to 
deftroy  the  tafte  for  the  fciences  and  the  belles-lettres. 

Daunou  was  at  length  appointed  a  deputy  to  the 
National  Convention  by  the  department  du  Pas  de 
Calais.  During  the  triumph  of  the  Girondijls  his 
name  was  fcarcely  mentioned,  and  yet  their  fall  in- 
volved him  in  the  perfecution  of  the  feventy-thrce 
members  who  had  protefted  againft  the  proceedings 
of  the  31ft  of  May.  He  remained  in  confinement 
during  fourteen  months. 

At  length  the  imprifoned  deputies  were  liberated, 
and  refumed,  jure  poJHi?niniiy  their  ancient  rights, 
After  regaining  their  liberty  they  were  generally  more 
actively,  and  indeed  more  ufefully  employed  than  the 
reft  of  their  colleagues.  This  was  exadtly  the  cafe  with 

H  h  Daunou, 
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Daunou.  v  He  became  a  member  of  the  Committee 
of  Legiflation,  where  he  made  a  confiderable  figure, 
and  was  admitted  fcon  after- into  the  Committee  of 
General  Security,  where  his  motions  were  always 
diftinguifhed  for  their  good  fenfe  and  humanity. 

When  Buonaparte  conquered  Auftrian  Lombar- 
dy,  and  the  Emperour  undertook  by  the  treaty  of 
Udina  to  acknowledge  the  new  Cifalpine  govern- 
ment, the  former  requefted  the  directory  to  fend  a 
few  diftinguifhed  publicijh  to  affift  him  in  forming 
the  confiitution  of  the  new  Italian  repubiick.  They 
were  accordingly  nominated,  and  the  moft  confpi- 
cuous  members  proved  to  be  Sieves  and^  Daunou, 
They  did  not,  however,  fet  out  for  Italy,  as  Buon- 
aparte, either  in  confequence  of  the  orders  of  the 
French  government,  or  of  his  own  accord,  organiz- 
ed their  laws,  convoked  their  legiflature,  and  ap- 
pointed the  executive  magi  ft  racy. 

Soon  after  the  murder  of  the  French  general  Du- 
phoz  in  Rome,  and  the  march  of  the  French  troops 
to  revenge  his  fate,  Dau-nou  and  Monge  were  dif- 
patched  to  that  metropolis  as  commiffioners  of  the 
dire&ory. 

Daunou  is  (till  there  and  continues  to  ail:  an  im- 
portant part — that  of  French  proconful  in  the  capi- 
tal of  the  ancient  world. 

When  he  refided  in  Paris,  during  the  great  con- 
flict between  the  republicans  and  the  royalifts,  pre- 
vious to  the  18th  Fruftidor,  he  became  the  affiftant 
of  Garat  and  Chenier  in  the  journal  entitled — Le 

Cwjervatmr  de  la  Republique* 

Daunou 
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Daunou  has  never  difappointed  the  publick  in  the 
opinion  it  had  formed  of  him,  in  the  beginning  of 
his  political  career;  and  he  has  always  been  remark- 
able for  his  in veftigating  fpirit  and  methodical  mode 
of  reafoning.  He  is  reputed,  next  to  Sieyes,  to  be 
the  greateft  adept  in  the  principles  of  political  eco- 
nomy, and,  in  the  language  of  a  royalifc,  is  tneta- 
phyjically  jt&binifoh 

ROEDERER, 

Has  diftinguimed  himfelf  as  a  lawyer,  a  ftateftran, 
and  a  man  of  letters*  The  revolution  found  him 
prefident  of  the  Parliament  of  Metz,  and  he  enjoy- 
ed a  high  reputation  in  his  native  province  *.  Be- 
ing appointed  a  deputy  to  the  States-General,  his 
conduct  there  was  always  marked  by  fagacity,  wif- 
dom,  and  moderation. 

To  him  was  owing  the  decree  paffed  by  the  Na- 
tional Aflembly  in  April  1790  y  declaring,  thai 
u  Letters  were  the  property  of  him  to  whom  they 
were  written,  but  could  not  be  printed  without  the 
confent  of  the  perfon  who  was  the  author  of  them." 
This  decifion  tended  to  convey  a  cenfure  upon  the 
Abbe  Maury,  who  had  betrayed  a  private  corre- 
fpondence. 

It  was  he  likewife  who  moved,  that  the  clergy 
of  all  defcriptions,  whofe  revenues   were  reduced, 

*  The  zUdcvartt  Lorraine, 

Hha  fhould 
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fhould  enjoy  fomething  more  than  the  minimum  fixed 
by  the  ecclefiaftical  committee,  f 

In  O&ober  1790  he  prefented  the  celebrated-  re- 
port refpe&ing  tobacco^  and  procured  that  the  culti- 
vation of  this  article  fhculd  be  permitted  throughout 
the  whole  kingdom. 

He  alfo  was  the  firft  who  moved,  that  the  right 
of  active  citizens  fhould  be  granted  Cl  a  cette  nation 
ji  a£if^  ft  indnjirieiife,  qui  a  promene  fur  le  globe 
fes  fuperftitions,  fen  argent  et  fes  malheurs  (les 
Juifs),  et  a  cette  clafle  d'hornmes  que  nos  anciennes 
loix  voutolent  degrader,  tandis  que  nos  applaudifFe- 
ments  leur  faifoient  partager  tous  les  jour$  fur  le 
theatre,  la  gloire  des  plus  illuftres  genies  (les  com- 
tnedicns)  *f* 

On  the  diflclution  of  the  firft  Affembly,  Rcederer 
was  appointed  a  member  of  the  department  of  Paris, 
arid,  after  the  death  of  M.  de  la  Rochefoucauk  f,  he 
was  nominated  prefident.  He  held  this  honourable 
port  more  than  a  twelvemonth,  and  towards  the 
end  of  that  period  found  himfelf  in  a  very  critical 
fituation.  In  his  capacity  of  prefident  he  was  ob- 
liged, in   company  with    feme  of  his  colleagues,  to 


%  "  To  that  ration  fo  a&ive,  fo  induftrious,  (the  Je<ws)  which 
Jias  wandered  over  the  globe  with  its  fuperftitions,  its  wealth,  and 
its  misfortunes;  and  to  that  ciafs  of  perfons  ( thofe  appertaining  to 
tbefiage),  whom  our  ancient  laws  inclined  to  degrade,  at  the  very 
time  our  plaudits  mace  them  participate  cvtry  night  at  the  theatre, 
in  the  gl©ry  o;  the  mod  iliuitrious  geniuft s." 

f  Formerly  the  Duke  de  Rochefoucauk. 

pay 
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pay  a  vifit  to  the  king,  then  prifoner  in  the  Temple, 
in  order  to  fubjeft  him  to  certain  interrogatories. 
This  was  certainly  a  difagreeable  tafk;  for  no 
human  wifdom  could  at  that  time  fuggeft  the  due 
medium  between  the  refpe&  to  be  paid  to  the  un- 
fortunate monarch,  and  the  magifterial  deportment 
exa&ed  by  the  growing  republican  fpirit. 

At  the  period  of  the  revolutionary  government, 
all  the  authorities  conftituted  by  the  national  afTembly 
were  fufpended-,  and  the  departmental  adminiftration- 
of  Paris  v/as  a&irally  aboliftied,  to  give  room  to  the 
revolutionary  tribunal. 

Rcederer  poffefled  too  much  honour,  as  well  as  too 
much  humanity,  to  become  the  tool  of  fuch  men  as 
Danton  and  Robefpierre :  of  courfe  he  was  expofed 
to  their  malice. 

Accordingly,  he  was  perfecuted  in  the  fame  man- 
ner as  many  other  deputies  of  the  conftituent  afiem- 
bly, and  had  he  not  effected  his  efcape,  would  have 
been  fent  to  the  guillotine  with  his  ancient  q  ir?agues 
Barnave,  Gouttes,  Chapellier,  &c. 

When  the  days  of  terrorijm  had  pafled  away,  Rce- 
derer repaired  to  Paris, -and  being  without  any  fort 
of  occupation,  he  gave  a  courfe  of  le&ures  on  puhlick 
laiv  and  political  economy ',  at  the  Republican  Lyceum, 
which  added  greatly  to  his  former  fame.  It  is  afto- 
nifhing,  however,  that  notwithstanding  his  talents 
and  patriotifm,  are  generally  acknowledged  in  France, 
he  has  never  been  ele&ed  a  deputy  to  any  of  the 
fubfequent  Lcgiflatures. 

H  h  3  Before 
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Before  the  laft  tremendous  revolution  of  the  8ih 
Fru&idor,  Roederer  was  the  chief  conductor  of  a 
journal,  entitled  la  Decade  Hiflorique.  k  was 
remarkable  for  being  one  of  the  few  impartial  perio- 
dical publications,  out  of  150  papers  that  appeared 
daily  in  Paris.  He  was,  in  fome  meafure,  a  pro- 
testor of  the  growing  fpirit  of  chriftianity,  then  arif- 
ing  from  the  revolutionary  ruins,  in  oppoiltion  to 
the  anarchical  and  atheiftical  philofophy :  "  Si  nous 
accufons  *",  faid  Roederer  in  one  of  his  numbers, 
"  r Evangile  d 'avoir  canfe  la  St.  Barthelemi,  on 
tcurra,  avec  autant  de  raifony  accufer  la  Pbilofo- 
phie  d9  avoir  caufe  les  2  et  3  Septembre." 

It  may  be  necelTary  to  remark,  that  during  the 
*effioa  of  the  constituent  afiembly,  he  had  been 
a  member  of  the  Jacobin  club,  and  it  was  owing 
to  his  zeal,  that  a  fimilar  inftitution  under  the  name 
of  The  friends,  of  the  conjfitution  was  eftablifhed  at 
Metz.  It  is  likewife  a  matter  of  fa£t,  that  when 
this  focietyhad  refolved  to  break  off  all  connection 
with  the  jacobins,,  who  were  eharged  with  having 
contributed  to  the  tumultuous  meetings  in  the 
Champ  de  'Mars,  and  correfpond  for  the  future  with 


*  "  If  we  arc  to  accufe  the  gofpel  of  having  occafioned  the  maf- 
facre  of  St.  Bartholomew,  we  may  with  equal  reafon,  accufe  phx- 
lofoohy,  of  having  produced  that  of  the  2d  and  3d  of  September.."" 
This  proportion  is  far  from  being  correct.  It  was  neither  the 
bil'Ie  that  caufed  the  oner  ncr  philofophy  that  was  the  origin  of  the 
ether.  They  both  originated  in  fanatieifm,  with  this  difference, 
that  the  firft  was  the  o0sf>?4ttg  of  religion,  thefecond  oi  politicks. 

the 
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the  Feuillans  only,  Roederer  wrote  a  long  letter  *,  in 
which  he  exhorted  them  to  preferve  their  union  with 
the  mother-fociety,  and  to  fhun  an  alliance  with  the 
Feuillans  ("  qui  entendent  la  taclique  des  emeutes 
beaucoup  mieux  que  perfonne"  )  who  had  attained 
a  fuperiour  degree  of  eminence,  in  the  art  of  excit- 
ing commotions  ! 

BOURDON    DE    L'OISE. 

This  fenator,  according  to  fome,  was  originally  aa 
attorney;  others  iky  a  clerk  to  a  notary  of  Pontoife, 
a  town  (even  leagues  diftant  from  Paris.  What- 
ever his  profeffion  may  have  been,  few  deputies  have 
exceeded  Bourdon  in  fpirit,  adlivity,  and  undaunted 
courage.  He  has  been  prefent  at  the  moft  awful 
events  which  have  occurred  during  the  coui  fe  of  the 
revolution,  and  he  has  always  conduced  himfelf  with 
intrepidity.  It  is  not  to  be  concealed,  however, 
that  he  has  a£ted  with  all  parties,  and  that  his  cha*- 
ra&er  is  very  equivocal. 

During  the  reign  of  terrorifm.  Bourdon  was  one 
of  the  moft  ftrenuous  fupporters  of  the  mountaineers^ 
with  wham  he  had  ingratiated  himfelf,  partly  by  his 
credit  for  patriotifm,  and  partly  by  his  having  be^n 
prefident  of  the  jacobin  club  on  the  famous  31ft  of 
May,  1793. 

It  is  alfo  recorded,  that  on  the  ift  of  June,  while 
on  his  way  to  the  hall  of  the  National  Convention^ 
he  mingled  among  the  ranks  of  the  armed  force,  in  the 

— —"■'■■     r «<ww ■».■  ■■»■■■■        i.     1  1  .    .^^wiw  1  n 

•  In  1 79 1, 


flro  r*ri  t*  1 


35&  BOURDON, 

garden  of  the  Thuilleries,  and  exhorted  the  citizen- 
foldiers  to  defend  to  the  laft  drop  of  their  blood,  the 
National  Convention,  then  threatened  by  the  Giron- 
difts,  who  wanted  to  deftroy  the  republick,  and  the 
jacobins  wTho  were  its  moft  powerful  advocates. 

The  emigrant  count  (je  Montgaillard,  pretends 
that  Bourdon  laboured  very  much  in  fecret  with 
Marat,  to  bring  about  the  dreadful  events  that  en- 
fued  ;  and  as  the  latter  was  accuftomed  to  fay  u  that 
in  order  to  confoiidate  the  republick,  four  hundred4 
ihoufand  perfors  ought  to  have  been  cut  off;"  ML 
de  Montgaiilacd  adds,  that  Bourdon  very  often 
replied — cc  courage^  mon  ami  \  un  zero  de  plus  a 
ton  addition  patriotic/iie,  et  depuration  fera  com- 
plete *." 

It  is  afTerted  alfo,  that  Bourdon  de  1'Oife  was  a 
complete  terrorift,  and  that  he  inftigated  Robefpierre 
more  than  once,  "not  to  let  die  feventy  deputies- 
rot  in  prifon  \ir 

In  the  rnonth  of  December  1793,  he  is  faid  to- 
have  propofed,  a  general  maflacre  of  thofe  confined: 
in  the  jails,  to  the  jacobin  club  ;  and  in  the  month 
of  April,  to  have  moved  it  again  jointly  with  Bar^- 
rere  and  Collot  d'Heibois.  It  is  befides  reported,* 
that  he  fent  emiflaries  and  money  to  the  fe£Hons  of 
Le  Pellettier,  La  Halle-aux-Bleds,  and  the  contrat 
fecial^  in  order  to  obtain  their  confent.  With  the  fame 
view,    he   is  faid  to   have  caufed  8,000  livres  to  be 

fc> ---■        ..  .     ,., — . 1        ,    ■  .,..-,,  .-  n». 

*  Courage  my  friend  !  but  one  more  cypher  to  your  patriotick 
addition,  and  the  purification  will  be  complete. 

paid 
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paid  to  a  paftry-cook  of  the  name  of  Cretien ;  and 
3,000  to  Calvet,  a  hair-dreffer,  who  had  a  powerful 
afcendency  in  their  refpe£tive  fections.  He  had  alfo 
obtained  the  rank  of  prefident  in  one  of  the  above 
fections,  for  a  citizen  named  Desjieu,  on  whom  he 
oould  rely ;  and  he  had  procured  from  the  Committee  of 
Publick  Safety,  the  fum  of  20,000  livres,  which  were 
prefented  to  Mr*  Talma,  a  performer  in  the  Theatre  de 
la  Republique,  who  was  one  of  the  demagogues  of  the 
groupes  of  the  Palais  Royal,  as  well  as  of  the  mob  in  the 
two  celebrated  fuburbs  St.  Antolne  and  S.  Marceau. 

If  this  horrid  proje£l  was  never  carried  into  exe- 
cution, it  is  reported  to  be  owing  to  the  marked  dis- 
approbation it  met  with  among  the  greater  part  of 
the  fedions;  Bourdon  himfelf  is  thought  to  have 
been  foon  after  afhamed  of  the  attempt. 

It  would  appear  almoft  incredible  after  this,  that 
Bourdon  de  l'Oife,  fhould  become  one  of  the  greatefl: 
champions  of  the  Thermidorean  fadiion,  if  it  were 
not  recorded  in  the  annals  of  the  French  revolution, 
that  he  was  the  very  firft  to  co-operate  with  Tal- 
lien  in  the  downfal  of  Robefpierre,  and  that  he  ac- 
tually became  a  violent  perf^cutor  cf  his  former  af- 
fociates,  the  jacobins  !  In  the  new  order  of  things* 
he  waSj  however,  eminently  ufeful  to  the  republick. 
Whilft  Gregoire,  Lanjuinay,  Louvec,  Boifiy,  Four- 
croi,  and  other  deputies  of  great  learning  and.talents^ 
difplayed  the  honours  of  the  preceding  tyranny  in 
their  writings,  Bourdon,  1  allien,  Legendre,  Du- 
mont,  exhibited  no  common  degree  of  courage  and. 
a&ivity  in  their  efforts  to.  annihilate  the  mountain. 
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Bourdon  foon.  acquired  the  fame  of  a  royaTift  and 
an  ariftocrat.  But  the  publick  was  fpeedily  unde- 
ceived on  this  fubjecV  In* the  month  of  January, 
1795,  Duhem  denounced  to  the -National  Conven- 
tion, the  laft  literary  work  of  the  celebrated  pro- 

feflbr  La  Croix,  entitled "  Le  Spedtateur  Fran- 

f.ais  pendant  le  Gouvernement  Revolutionaire  \n 
which  was  the  firft  publick  ftep  towards  royaiifm* 
Bourdon,  on  this  occafion,  rofe,  and  declared  the 
book  to  be  a  deteftable  publication,  worthy  of  pu- 
nifliment,  on  the  part-  of  the  laws,  and  deferving 
(corn  on  that  of  all  good  citizens,  "Tarn  ready," 
added  he,  "to  fp  11  the  laft  drop  in  my  veins,  in 
order  to  prevent  the  return  of  royalty.  The  blood 
of  fifteen  hundred  thoufand  brethren  in  arms,  co- 
vered with  the  laurels  of  victory,  fhall  not  be  waft- 
ed to  no  purpofe." 

Soon  after  this,  M,  Gregoire  made  a  motion  re- 
lative to  the  eftablifhment  of  the  Catholick  faith. 
Bourdon  \vas  one  of  his  opponents.  u  You  are,  my 
dear  colleague,"  faid  he  to  Gregoire,  u  a  perfe'ftly 
honeft  man,  at  once  very  fenfible  and  very  learned, 
a  good  patriot,  and  a  good  republican,  but  you  now 
demonftrate  to  me,  that  a  prieft  is  always  a  prieft." 

In  the  fpring  and  fummer  of  1795,  a  period  of 
univerfal  perplexity,  the  fentiments  of  this  deputy 
were  never  afcertained.  His  fpeeches  in  the  Con- 
vention againft  the  reprefentatives  profcribed  on  the 
1 2th  Germinal)  were  held  in  high  repute,  and  ob- 
tained him  the  title  of  an  honeft  man.  On  the  other 
hand,  his  motion  for  abclifoing  all  the  affignats,  i-fluedf 
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under  the  conftitutional  monarchy,  or  to  ufe  the 
technical  language  of  the  Convention,  pour  demo- 
netixer  les  ajjtgnats  a  face  royal,  which  amounted 
to  the  enormous  Aim  of  four  milliards,  rendered  him 
fufpe&ed  of  anarchical  and  Jacobinical  principles  by 
many  of  his  colleagues. 

Towards  the  clofe  of  the  fitting  of  the  Conven- 
tion, an  opportunity  was  offered  to  Bourdon,  to 
complete  his  fervices  to  h'S  native  country  The 
legiflature  had  difcovered,  that  the  royalift  confpiracy 
firfl:  developed  by  the  rebellious  fe£tions  of  Paris,  had 
^xtenfive  ramifications  througout  the  republick;  and 
indeed,  as  foon  as  the  fe&ions  were  defeated,  open 
infurre£lions  took  place  in  a  great  number  of  the 
weftern  departments,  efpecially  at  Chartres,  Orleans, 
Blois,&c.  It  was  even  fufpe£ted,  that  the  chain  of  re* 
bellion,  extended  from  Paris  to  the  army  cfCharrette 
in  La  Vendee.  Several  deputies  were  accordingly  Cent 
on  miffion  to  the  places  moft  expofed  to  the  arts  of  the 
infurgents.  Bourdon  being  nominated  to  the  depart- 
ment of  Eure,  conduced  himfelf  with  uncommon  fa- 
gacity  and  a&ivity.  In  fhort,  he  difcovered  the  thread 
of  the  confoiracy,  and  in  the  town  of  Nogent,  actually 
found  a  magazine  of  arms,  in  which,  among  other 
implements  of  war,  were  ten  thoufand  pikes.  He 
was,  however,  lefs  fuccefsful  in  Chartres,  where 
his  predecefibr  Le  Tellier  had  been  murdered.  He 
alfo  rifked  his  life,  and  was  befieged  during  fifteen 
d^ys  by  the  infurgents,  in  a  caftle,  where  he  would 
have  perifhed,  if  ^a  large  detachment  of  troops  had 
not  marched  to  his  relief. 

It 
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It  feems  cjuite  unaccountable  that  fuch  a  man  as 
this  fhould  have  become  a  royalift.  Certain  it  is, 
however,  that  Bourdon  having  been  once  more 
ele&ed  a  member  of  the  prefent  legiflature,  by  pro- 
curing a  feat  in  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred,  he 
inftantly  joined  himfelf  to  the  party  of  Pichegru  and 
Barthelemy. 

There  are  many  well  informed  perfons  who  think 
that  all  the  p  ofcribed  deputies  were  not  royalifts, 
and  that  on  the  contrary,  fome  of  them  were  ftaunch 
republicans,  who  intended  to  put  an  end  to  the  arbi- 
trary proceedings  of  the  directory,  to  fufpend  revolu- 
tionary meafures,  and  fettle  a  regular  government. 
Bourdon  was  perhaps  of  this  number,  and  if  fo,  he 
did  not  deferve  the  tremendous  profcription  in  which 
he  was  involved  on  the  famous  18th  Fruftidor^  of 
the  laft  year  On  the  other  hand,  if  he  was  really  a 
royalift,  he  fully  juftified  the  opinion  already  con- 
ceived of  him  in  France,  that  he  was  the  man  of 
every  party. 

Bourdon  is  about  forty  years  of  age,  and  much 
celebrated  for  his  ftentorian  voice,  which  was  often 
excelled  in  point  of  melody,  but  in  refpedi  to  loud- 
nefs,  muft  be  allowed  to  have  been  unrivalled  in  the 
hall  of  the  legiflature. 
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Is  a  ci-devant  baron,  and  officer  in  the  French 
army.  Whether  lie  rufhed  into  the  revolution  from 
a  love  of  liberty,  or  from  enmity  to  the  court,  is 
not  as  yet  well  afcertained.  It  is  but  fair,  however* 
to  attribute  his  conduit  to  the  more  honourable  mo- 
tive. One  of  thofe  noblemen  who  openly  joined 
the  tiers  itat^  in  oppofition  to  the  privileged  or- 
ders, he  a£ted  a  confiderable  part  in  the  conftituenfc 
aflembly,  having  been  a  member  of  the  military 
committee,  and  a  colleague  of  Dubois  Crance, 
Noailles,  &c. 

His  fervices  at  that  memorable  period  will  be  al- 
ways remembered  in  France  with  honour  and  grati- 
tude, for  he  was  the  firft  to  give  his  opinion,  in  Jan. 
1790,  that  the  only  means  to  have  what  he  termed,  afej 
foldats-citoyens  et  des  citoyem-foldats  *,  was  fo  to  fet- 
tle the  military  confcription^  that  the  names  of  all 
inale  children  fhould  be  entered,  and  they  themfelves 
obliged  to  ferve  their  country  as  foldiers  for  a  certain 
number  of  years.  This  was  the  firft  ftep  towards 
the  fubfequent  requifitions,  which  by  raifing  aftonifli- 
ing  ma/Fes  of  men,  ccnfolidated  peace  at  home,  and 
national  glory  abroad. 

No  fooner  was  the  firft  legislature  difTolved,  than 
this  deputy  experienced  a  temporary  oblivion.  If  the 
conftitutional  monarchy  had  fubfifted,  he  would  cer- 
tainly have  adted  a  confpicuous  part,  but  he  was 

*  SQlcHcr-citizens,  and  citizen-foldiers. 
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expofed,  like  all  the  moderate  patriots,  to  the  perfe- 
ction of  the  terrorifts ;  and  the  downfal  of  that 
bloody  fa£tion  reftored  him  to  liberty. 

The  almofl  boundlefs  authority  attached  to  the 
cfEce  of  commander  in  chief  of  the  national  guard 
of  Paris,  had  never  been  entrufted  to  any  perfon 
fmce  the  cataftrophe  of  Henriot.  The  Convention 
experienced  how  far  it  had  proved  dangerous  in  the 
hands  of  the  latter,  as  well  as  of  his  predeceflbrs,  La 
Fayette  and  Santerre.  They  were  fo  much  afraid  in- 
deed of  appointing  another,  that  on  the  12th  Germi- 
nal (1795)  when  the  mountaineers  Duhem,  Gafton, 
ChodieUj&c.  were  committed  to  prifon,  the  command 
of  the  Parifianarmy  was  only  prevtjionally  conferred 
on  Gen.  Pichegru,  at  that  time  in  the  capital.  It  was, 
however,  very  foon  found,  that  a  commander  was 
unavoidable.  On  the  motion  of  Andre  Bumont,  the 
Convention  enadted  a  law,  that  -all  the  terrorifts, 
or,  as  it  was  now  the  fafhionable  term,  the  bad 
citizens,  (hould  be  idifarmed,  and  that  if  any  of  them 
happened  to  be  met  with  in  hoftile  array,  they 
ftiould  be  direitly  tranfported  to  Guyana.  The 
whole  of  the  Parifian  fo.ce  was  then  in  the  hands  of 
what  was  called  good  citizens^  who,  however,  were 
all  ariftocrats  and  royalifts. 

M.  Menou  was  appointed  their  commander,  and 
no  man  in  Paris,  at  that  time,  could  help  thinking, 
that  it  was  really  the  wifh.  of  the  Convention,  to 
reftore  royalty  in  France.  This  errour  proved 
highly  beneficial  to  its  fecurity. 

In 
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In  the  famous  infurreclion  of  the  iftPrairial,  when 
the  inhabitants  cf  the  Faubourg  St.  Antoine  befieged 
the  hall  of  the  legiflature,  and  cut  off"  the  head  of 
the  representative  Ferrand,  the  Parifian  youth,  in  the 
national  guard,  commanded  by  M.  Menou,  effe&ed 
prodigies  of  bravery,  while  fubduing  the  infurgents. 
Had  it  not  been  for  the  grand  miftakejuft  alluded 
to,  the  ariftccracy  cf  the  capital  would  never  have 
taken  up  arms  for  the  defence  of  the  national  repre- 

.  fentation,  which  of  courfe  would  have  fallen  a  prey  to 
the  infurgents,  and  France  would  have  been  f wallowed 
up  once  more  in  the  gulph  of  terrorifm.  Louvet 
foon  after  acknowledged  in  his  Sentinelle,  that  the 
royaiiftshad  faved  the  republick,/^*  le  vouloir%. 

Subsequent-  events  have  demonftrated  how  diffi- 
cult it  is  for  an  honeft  man  to  conciliate  the  eireem 
of  contending  factions  during  the  ftormy  periods  of  a 

-  revolution.  Menou  was  certainly  a  friend  to  liberty, 
but  he  detefted  blood.  On  the  other  hand,  there  was 
now  no  other  party  in  France,  but  royalifts  and  re- 
publicans, and  the  conteft  had  juft  commenced  be- 
tween the  fedlions  of  Paris  and  the  National  Con- 
vention, with  refpecT:  to  the  new  ele&ion  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  members  of  the  legiflative  body. 

Had  M.  de  Menou  forefeen  the  courfe  of  events, 
and  given  in  his  refignation,  the  fituation  of  the 
Convention  would  have  been  exceedingly  problema- 
tical 5  but  he  carreffed  both  parties.  He  promifed 
the  Committee  of  General   Security,  that  he  would 

*  Without  intending  it. 
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never  defer t  the  republican  ftandard, and  declared  to  the 
fe&ions,  that  he  would  not  command  an  array  againft 
them.  This  latter  declaration  was  fo  far  mifunder- 
ftood  by  the  fe&ion  of  Le  Pelletier  in  particular, 
that  the  inhabitants  thought  he  was  fpeaking  in  the 
name  of  the  whole  army. 

The  fatal  ftruggle  at. length  took  place,  and 
M.  de  Menou  on  being  ordered  to  march  againft 
the  rebellious  citizens,  refufed  to  obey.  This  be- 
haviour was  certainly  confiftent  with  his  honour, 
but  it  was  not  fatisfa&ory  to  the  feci: ions,  who  were 
fanguine  enough  to  hope,  that  he  had  gained  over 
the  troops  under  his  command.  Unfortunately  for 
them,  they  were  foon  undeceived  \  for  the  command 
feeing  invefled  in  Barras,  Freron,  and  Buonaparte, 
they  were  fubdued  and  profcrihsd. 

It  was  natural  enough,  that  this  man  fhould  be- 
come an  obje&.of  abufe  with  both  parties.  The  vic- 
torious Convention  upbraided  him  with  deferting 
from  the  duties  of  a  republican,  in  the  time  of  the 
moft  preffing  danger  ;  it  was  even  aflerted,  that  he 
had  been  bribed  by  the  royalifts.  He  was  accordingly 
committed  to  -prifon,  and  tried  before  a  military 
commiffion.  He  was,  however,  acquitted,  and  ho- 
nourable mention  was  made  of  him  by  his  judges,  as 
a  man  of -hon'our  ana  humanity. 

M.  de  Menou  was  foon  after  admitted  into  the 
favour  of  the  prefent  directory,  who  conferred  on 
him  in  the  courfe  of  laft  year,  the  important  truft  of 
irifpeflor  of  the  cavalry  in  the  interiour,   which  fta- 

tion 
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tion  he  now  fills  with  his  accuftomed  talents  and 
integrity. 

If  any  credit  be  given  to  fome  papers  relative  to  a 
late  confpiracy  of  the  royalifts  conduced  by  M.  le 
Maitre,  and  dete&ed  by  the  Directory,  M.  de  Menou 
is  held  in  great  abhorrence  by  the  emigrants. 

In  the  proclamation  of  the  pretender  it  is  alfo 
ftated,  among  other  thing?,  that  La  Fayette,  Sieyes, 
and  he,  are  deftined  to  a  violent  death,  in  cafe  of' a 
counter-revolution.  Menou  is  a  tall,  good  looking 
man,  of  about  50  years  of  age. 

LE    COULTEUX    DE    CHANTELEU. 

The  family  of  Le  Coulteuxcame  originally  from 
Rouen,  the  metropolis  of  Normandy.  It  was  divided 
into  many  branches,  each  of  which  was  exceedingly 
wealthy,  though  none  of  them  could  rival  that  of  the 
fubje£t  of  thefe  memoirs.  They  were  all  employed 
in  commerce,  and  M.  Le  Coulteux,  the  deputy,  had 
eftablifhed  a  counting-houfe  in  Paris. 

It  is  an  eftablilhed  faft,  that  the  French  nobility, 
more  efpecially  in  the  earlier  part  of  their  lives,  were 
extremely  infolent  towards  the  inferiour  orders :  but  it 
is  equally  true,  that  thofe  difplayed  moil  ilLberality, 
who  had  either  a  recent  origin,  or  were  the  imme- 
diate defendants  of  magiftrates  and  lawyers,  and  for 
this  reafon  were  themfclves  in  fome  rneafure  de- 
fpifcd  by  every  clafs  of  citizens,  and  more  efpecially 
by  the  higher  orders  of  mblejfe,  who  were  accuf- 
tomed to  ridicule  them  under  the  appellation  of  les 
nouveaux  venus  robins. 
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Rouen  was  the  feat  of  a  parliament,  and  therefore 
full  of  poor  noblemen.  On  the  other  han$,  it  pof- 
feffed  a  variety  of  manufactures,  an  ^xtenfive  trade, 
and,  confequently,  many  men  of  large  fortunes.— 
This  fingular  contraft  had  carried  the  animofity 
between  the  opulent  merchants  and  the  nobles  in 
Rouen  to  a  higher  pitch  than  any  where  elfe  in 
France;  and  it  is  but  natural  to  conceive,  that  at 
the  approach  of  the  revolution,  the  very  word  mer- 
chant  was,  in  that  place,  fynonimous  with  democrat, 

M.  Le  Coulteux,  befides  his  wealth  and  patriotifm, 
had  further  claims  to  be  appointed  a  deputy  to  the 
States-General.  He  had  received  a  learned  educa- 
tion, travelled  through  the  chief  countries  of  Eu» 
rope,  and  was  a  complete  mafter  of  the  Italian,  Spa- 
jnifh,  and  Englifl}  languages. 

If  the  labours  of  Mr.  Coulteux  in  the  Conftituent 
AiTembly,  and  the  fervices  achieved  for  his  country 
at  the  beginning  of  the  revolution,  were  not  entitled 
to  fuch  exalted  renown  as  thofe  of  Mirabeau,  Bar- 
nave,  and  other  eminent  perfons,  who  are  chiefly  in- 
debted for  their  fame  to  their  aftonifliing  eloquence, 
they  were  by  no  means  lefs  important. 

To  him  the  French  are  indebted  for  the  difcovery 
of  the  infufficiency  of  Mr.  Necker's  talents,  in  re- 
fpe£i  to  financial  operations. 

In  January  17 90,  he  was  appointed  one  of  the 
commifTaries  charged  with  the  examination  of  a  plan 
prefented  to  the  AiTembly  by  M.  Laborde,  for  the 
ere&ion  of  a  national  bank.  Necker  had  already 
proje&ed  a  different  one,      M.  Le  Coulteux,  on 

making 
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making  his  report,  a£ted  very  modeftly  with  refpe£i 
to  both:  fuch,  however,  were  his  opinions  relative 
to  the  fcheme  of  the  celebrated  minifter,  that  the 
Affembly  rejected  it,  and  adopted  that  of  M.  La- 
borde,  with  certain  modifications  projected  by  the 
reporter. 

It  feems  to  have  been  decreed  that  M.  Le  Coul- 
teux  fhould  raife  his  fame  upon  the  ruins  of  that  of 
the  minifter.  Accordingly,  on  the  7th  of  February, 
he  was  appointed  by  the  King  treforier  de  V extraor- 
dinaire. This  afforded  another  opportunity  of  dis- 
playing his  modefty  and  patriotifm:  for,  a  violent  de-* 
bate  having  arifen  &  the  AfTembly  on  the  queftion, 
Whether  fuch  a  place  was  compatible  with  the  du- 
ties of  a  legiflator?  he  declared,  that  in  the  alterna^ 
tive  of  making  an  election,  his  choice  was  already 
determined;  for  he  thought  himfelf  more  honoured 
by  remaining  a  member  of  the  Affembly,  than  by 
accepting  any  office  under  government. 

All  the  exertions  of  M.  Le  Coulteux,  in  the 
Conftituent  Affembly,  were  directed  towards  finan- 
cial operations,  and  he  conftantly  evinced  his  fupe- 
xiour  abilities  and  zeal  for  the  regeneration  of  pub- 
lick  economy  in  his  native  country. 

The  fhort  compafs  of  a  biographical  fketch  does 
not  permit  a  detail  of  particulars.  It  is,  however, 
proper  to  ftate,  that  this  deputy  was  the  fir  ft  to  point 
out  the  refource  of  patriotick  gifts.  In  confequence 
of  his  zeal,  thefe4,  fo  early  as  the  month  of  June 
1790,  amounted  to  no  lefs  than  eighty  millions  ofv 
livres ! 
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Upon  all  occafions  his  conduit  was  modefl:,  unaf- 
fuming  and  generous.  Though  he  was  the  firft  to  dis- 
cover a  deficiency  in  the  abilities  cf  M.  Necker,  he 
always  ftrenuoufly  Supported  him,  when  any  of  his 
colleagues  attacked  that  minifter,  on  the  Score  of 
morals,  and  he  had  a  violent  altercation  with  M. 
Camus,  in  the  fitting  of  the  19th  of  July  1790, 
when  the  latter  oppofed  the  grant  of  thirty  mil- 
lions, folicited  by  the  Comptroller  General  of  the 
Finances. 

When  the  National  Affembly  was  diflblved,  in 
order  to  give  place  to  the  SubSequent  legiflature, 
M.  Le  Coulteux,  Satisfied,  as  he  faid,  with  his 
Share  of  glory,  among  the  honeft  men  who  had  de- 
Served  v/ell  of  their  country,  refumed  his  former 
courfe  of  life,  and  lived  in  a  happy  oblivion,  at  Paris, 
during  the  years  1792  and  1793. 

But  when  he.  perceived  the  danger  of  the  tremen- 
dous proscription  that  hung  over  the  whole  claSs  of 
wealthy  individuals,  from  the  brutal  and  atrocicus 
faction  of  the-  triumphant  fans-culottes^  he  left  the 
metropolis,  and  retired  to  his  country  Seat  at  Auteuil. 
— It  was,  however,  in  vain  to  have  recourSe  to  Such 
precautions;  Sor  he  was  too  well  known  to  eScapq 
the  notice  oS  the  Sanguinary  monfters  of  the  revolu- 
tionary committees.  He  was  accordingly  Seized, 
carried  to  Paris,  and,  in  all  probability,  deftined  to 
the  guillotine,  had  not  the  g:h  Thermidor  intervened, 
and  procured  him  liberty. 

Le  Coulteux  was  elected,  in  the  year  1795, 
a  deputy  of  the  department  of  Paris  in  the  new 
t  legiflature. 
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legiflature,  and  fcon  after  took  his  feat  in  the 
Council  of  Elders.  But  notwithftanding  his  ex- 
traordinary qualifications,  he  would  never  have  been 
nominated,,  if  the  famous  13th  Vendemiaire  had  riot 
taken  place.  He  was  known  to  be  as  averfe  to  roy- 
alty as  to  anarchy,  and  for  this  very  reafon  was  in  no 
great;  favour  with  either  party.  Such  was  in  general 
the  fate  of  all  the  conjlituents :  they  were  utterly 
defpifed  both  by  the  royalifts  and  republicans.  His 
appointment,  therefore,  proceeded  from  the  perplexity 
of  the  ele&oral  college,  which  deemed  itfelf  fecure 
from  attack,  if  it  appointed  thofe  perfons  who  had 
made  any  figure  in  the  preceding  affembly. 

The  career  of  this  deputy  in  the  new  legiflature 
is  pretty  nearly  the  fame  as  in  the  Conftituent  Af- 
fembly.  Patriotifm  has  been  his  counfel,  and  finance 
his  element.  His  plans  have  not,  however,  met 
with  equal  fuccefs ;  for  the  financial  fyftem  of  France, 
at  the  clofe  of  the  revolutionary  government,  was  fo 
diffracted,  as  to  baffle  any  judicious  and  regular 
fcheme. 

Mr.  Le  Coulteux  was  the  author  of  the  forced 
loan  of  fix  hundred  millions  in  fpecie,  decreed  by  the 
legislature,  in  November  1795,  which,  however, 
proved  unfuccefsful,  notwithftanding  the  compulfory 
means  adopted  by  the  Dire£tory« 

He  was  alfo  the  firft  to  move  for  the  erection  of  a 
financial  company,  charged  with  the  adminiftration 
of  the  national  eftates,  and  the  difcharge  of  paper 
currency  by  means  of  ready  money.  He  afterwards 
propofed   that  another  company  fliould  be  formed, 
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fomewhat  fimilar  to  the  Bank  of  England,  to  enable 
the  Executive  Power  to  provide  for  the  annual 
expenditure.  ■  Both  thefe  plans  v/ere  approved  by 
all  well-informed  perfons,  but  it  was  not  poiiible  at 
that  time  to  carry  them  into  execution. 

Laftly,  he  moved  for  the  loan  of  fixty.. millions  for 
the  boafted  defcent  on  England,  and  was  at  the  head 
of  the  deputation  of  bankers,  who  prefented  them- 
fclves  to  the  Directory,  and  offered  their  refpe£tive 
quotas  towards  forwarding  this  objecft. 

It  is  but  juftice  to  obferve,  that  M.  LeCoulteux 
is  extremely  amiable  in  private  life.  To  a  compre- 
henfive  mind  he  unites  gentle  manners.  Though  his 
fortune  is  immenfe,  his  expences  are  limited,  and  his 
domeftick  arrangements  frugal.  He  alfo  pays  great 
attention  to  the  education  of  hjs  children,  for  whofe 
inftruftion  he  feledte  the  ableft  matters  in  France. 

The  writer  of  this  article  had  the  following  anec- 
dote from  one  of  his  friends: — A  young  Spanifh 
nobleman  repaired  to  Paris,  a  few  months  after  the 
peace  between  the  Erench  Republick  and  Spain  had 
been  concluded.  He  was  ftrongly  recommended  to 
M.  Coulteux  by  a  mercantile  houfe  of  refpedta- 
bility,  that  knew  nothing  cf  his  principles  or  po- 
litical chara&er.  The  Spaniard  was  of  courfe  in- 
vited to.  dine  with  him.  As  he  had  been  informed 
in  his  native  country,  that  no  honeft  man  in  France 
was  a  republican,  and  that  all  the  deputies  in  the  le- 
gifiature  were  the  dregs  of  the  people,  he  fpoke 
while  at  table  of  both  councils  in  an  indecent  man- 
ner, and  concluded  by  cbferving,  "  that  they  were 

.    7        .  a  pack 
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ft  pack  of  fcoundrels,  who  difgraced  the  French 
name!" — M.  Le  Coulteux,  failing,  replied — "  I 
hope,  Sir,  you  make  an  exception  i$  my  favour." — * 
"  I  beg  your  pardon,"  anfvvered  the  Spaniard  without 
difcompofing  himfelf,  cc  this  is  the  firft  time  1  have 
perceived  that  a  fenfible  and  accomplifhed  man  is 
not  a  royalifi !  *' 

Le  Coulteux  is  upwards  of  fifty  years  of  age. 
He  lives  in  a  wing  of  the  large  houfe  called  the 
.Palais  de  Bourbon^  in  the  Faubourg  St.  Honorey 
facing  the  Elyfian  Fields. 

TILLY. 

This  zealous  republican  never  ambitioned  a  feat 
in  the  legiflature,  or  exercifed  any  publick  office  in 
France.  He  has,  however,  been  employed  abroad, 
and  his  talents  in  the  diplomatick  line  are  fecond  to 
none. 

Tilly  was  originally  a  nobleman  of  Britanny,  and 
is  a  relation  of  the  emigrant  Count  "de  Tilly,  and 
alfo  of  the  republican  general  of  the  fame  name, 
who  diftinguifiied  himfelf  in  the  army  of  the  Rhine, 
under  Jourdan,  Hoche,  and  Angereau. 

He  was  one  of  the  few  men  appertaining  to  the 
privileged  orders  who,  under  the  corrupt  ftate  of  the 
monarchy,  and  in  the  midft  of  the  licentioufnefs  of 
his  own  caftj  dedicated  his  time  to  ferious  ftudies, 
and  cultivated  thofe  liberal  principles  which,  how- 
ever they  may  have  been  abufed,  conftitute  the  glory 
of  the  pjefent  age,  and  became  the  precurfors  of  the 
revolution* 

In 
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In  order,  to  obtain  information  he  vifited  both 
England  and  Italy.  In  each  of  thefe  countries  he 
diftinguifhed  himfelf  by  his-  inquifitive  difpofition, 
and  his  affiduous  attention  to  learned  men. 

At  his  return  to  France,  Tilly  was  too  modeft  to 
publiffr  a  detailed  journal  of  his  travels  in  order  to 
fatisfy  his  literary  vanity,  and  at  the  fame  time  too 
fenfible  of  the  weight  of  his  obfervations  in  refpe& 
to  his  native  country,  to  conceal  his  acquifitions. 
Accordingly  he  wrote  fome  very  fhort  but  interefting 
memoirs,  tending  to  put  the  French  on  the  fame  foot- 
ing with  the  Englifh  navy,  and  to  improve  the  manu* 
failures  and  trade  of  his  native  country,  fo  as  to  cope 
at  leaft  with,  if  not  to  furpafs  that  of  its  rivals. 

The  revolution  at  length  occurred,  and  amidft 
the  numberlefs  emigrations  and  plots  of  the  no- 
bility, it  certainly  afforded  great  fatisfadtion  to 
the  patriots  to  behold  a  few  individuals  abjuring  the 
prejudices  of  their  order,  and  joining  in  the  ftruggle 
for  freedom.  Tilly  was  accordingly  highly  admired 
by  the  Parifians,  and  as  foon  as  the  republick  was 
proclaimed,  the  executive  council  was  advifed  to 
employ  him  in  the  diplomaticlc  line.  His  long  refi- 
dence  in  Italy,  and  his  critical  knowledge  of  the 
language,  fitted  him  for  a  publick  charadter  in  that 
country,  and  he  accordingly  obtained  the  appoint- 
ment of  ambafTador  to  Genoa 

No  man  was  better  adapted  to  his  new  fituation*, 
and  the  late  changes  in  the  fouth  of  Europe  m^y  be 

— ■       i     ■  ii    i '  i  ■  i  '  ■      m i  i    ii  i     ■  ■    i    ■      .   ■     i        m  i^ 

*  He  was  Cent  on  purpofe  to  affift  in  revolutionizing  Italy. 
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fairly  traced  to  the  operations  of  his  adminiftra- 
tion. 

No  fooner  had  he  arrived  at  Genoa  than  he  grant- 
ed his  protection  to  every  opprefled  patriot  in  that 
petty  republick.  He  even  inftituted  a  club  in  the 
houfe  of  an  apothecary,  named  Morando,  where  all 
the  young  men  who  affe£ted  literary  attainments 
(fome  of  them  appertaining  to  the  higheft  clafs  of 
nobility)  held  their  meetings. 

From  this  time,  Tilly  might  have  been  juftly 
ftiled  the  Scourge  of  the  Genoese  ar[ftocracy\  and 
all  the  fubfequent  a£ts  of  his  embafly  rendered  him 
truly  worthy  of  that  appellation.  When  the  fenate 
'^xpoftulated  with  him  about  his  encouraging  thefo 
democratical  meetings,  he  replied,  "  that  fo  many 
iocieties  exifted  in  Genoa  with  a  view  to  revile  and 
difgrace  the  French  principles,  that  it  was  not  to  be 
wondered  if  one  was  formed  in-order  to  apologife  for 
them." 

A  Genoefe  clergyman,  named  the  Abbi  Lombard!, 
employed  by  him  in  the  capacity  of  fecretary  for  the 
Italian  difpatches,  being  fufpedied  to  a£t  as  one  of 
the  propagandifts)  was  taken  into  cuftody  by  order 
of  the  government:  Tilly  on  this  inftantly  reclaim- 
ed him  as  a  perfon  appertaining  to  the  French  em- 
bafTy. The  fenate  replied,  that  no  fubje&  of  the 
Genoefe  republick  was  permitted  to  fpread  principles 
tending  to  its  fubverfion.  Tilly  rejoined,  that  as 
the  perfons  attached  to  the 'ambafladors  of  all  the 
crowned  heads  refiding  in  Genoa  profefled  the  prin- 
ciples of  their  refpe&ive  governments,  it  Was  but 
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fair  for  tlie  French  envoy  to  keep  in  his  fervice  fudi 
as  were  attached  to  the  politicks  of  France. 

About  this  time  the  right  wing  of  the  army 
of  Italy,  in  order  to  facilitate  an  attack  on  Col  de 
Tende,  Saorgio,  &c.  belonging  to  the  king  of  Sar- 
dinia, had  marched  through  the  territory  of  Vinti- 
jniglia,  and  thus  openly  violated  the  Genoefe  neu- 
trality. The  fenate,  having  conlplained  anew  on 
this  occafion,  Tilly  anfwered,  that  it  ought  to  per- 
mit this  violation  with  the  fame  indifference  that  it 
had  allowed  a  fimilar  one  in  the  ccurfe  of  the  pre- 
ceding year  on  the  part  of  the  Sardinian  troops, 
while  on  their  march  to  Oneille. 

The  Auftrian  general,  Baron  de  Vins,  intending 
to  take  poflefTion  of  feme  towns  in  the  weftern  Ri- 
viera, Ricord,  Salicetti,  and.Albitte,  the  reprefen- 
tatives  of  the  French  people  with  the  army-of  Italy 
.made  great  preparations  to  preoccupy  the  fame,  and 
all  the  lepublican  troops  inftantly  moved  towards 
the  interiour  of  the  territory  of  Genoa, 

The  fenate  required  from  Tilly  a  categori- 
cal explanation  of  thefe  movements.  "  I  will 
willingly  give,"  faid  Tilly,  "  my  explanation,  whea 
the  fenate  has  given  me,  on  their  part,  a  fimilar  one 
relative  to  the  intentions  of  the  coalcfced  powers.." 

As  he  was  zealous,  aflive,  and  energetick,  beyoni 
defcription,  for  the  dignity  and  interelts  of  the  new 
republick,  it  happened  that  he  very  often  hazarded 
opinions  inconiiftent  with  the  eftablifhed  relations 
between  the  two  countries,  and  utterly  incompatible 
**Uh  the  law  of  nations.    The  fenate  at  one  time  in- 

fifting 
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£fting  on  the  ftri£t  obfervance  of  the  cxifting  trea- 
ties?' "  the  French  nation,"  replied  Tilly,  "  ac- 
knowledges no  treaty  ftipulated  on  the  part  of  their 
kings. — The  people/'  he  added,  "  have  taken  arms 
in  order  to  aflert  their  rights^  and  they  will  never 
lay  them  down  until  their  political  relations  are., 
founded  on  a  better  bafis" 

Juftice  alfo  requires  us  to  obferve,  that  he  did 
not  always  attend  to  the  punctilios  of  diplomatick 
decorum. 

In  his  drefs  a  la  Carmagnol*y  he  was  aecuf- 
tomed  to  receive  the  vifits  of  the  moft  dlftinguifhed 
members  of  the  diplomatick  body  ;  he  waited  on  the 
ienate>  in  the  national  palace,  in  a  black  neck  hand- 
kerchief and  pantaloons,  and  dire£ted  the  French 
agents  in  the  neighbouring  towns  never  to  pull  off 
their  hats  when  they  had  occafion  to  call  on  the  ma- 
gistrates and  governors,  although  they  were  of  the 
moft  noble  families  in  Genoa,  fuch  as  Doria,  Palla- 
vicini,  Spinola,  &c. 

His  ardent  character  fometimes  induced  Tilly  to 
trefpafs  on  the  laws  of  his  country.  At  one  periods 
of  the  revolutionary  government,  the  Convention 
paffed  a  decree,  forbidding  aliens  coming  from1 
countries  at  war  with  France  to  enter  the  territo- 
ries of  the  republick;  and  the  French  agents  and  rna- 
giftrates  were  declared  refponfibl-  fo-  the  execution 
of  it.     Tilly,  paying  no  attention  to  the  Will  of  the 


*  In  veft,   pantaloons  and  fabre,   w.th  a  large  tnrct -coloured' 
cockade. 


376  TILLY." 

legiflature,  granted  pafTports  to  all  the  Italian  pa- 
trices,  whether  Tufcans,  Romans,  Neapolitans,  or 
Piedmcntefe,  all  of  whom  appertained  to  inimical 
countries. 

It  happened  about  this  time  that  a  Sicilian  cler- 
gyman, named  the  Abbe  Sotira,  being  perfecuted 
by  the  government  of  Naples  on  account  of  his 
democratick  fentiments,  found  means  to  efcape  to 
Genoa,  and  afked  for  a  paflport  to  France;  on 
obtaining  it  he  repaired  to  Oneille. 

Some  French  merchants  refiding  in  Genoa  were 
the  enemies  of  .Tilly.  They  had  been  in  Naples, 
and  known  this  very  Abbe,  who,  in  order  to  avoid 
the  impending  profcription,  had  written  a  work, 
entitled— "The  rights  of  man  confuted."  They 
availed  themfelves  of  this  pretext,  to  fatisfy  their 
animofity,  and  accordingly  wrote  a  formal  denunci- 
ation to  Buonarroti,  at  that  time  national  agent  at 
Oneille,  ftating  that  Sotira  was  a  man  of  a  fufpicious 
character.  Buonarroti,  naturally  violent  and  impe- 
tuous, inftantty  iflued  orders  for  a  domiciliary  vifit, 
and  unfortunately  for  Tilly,  the  very  manufcript  of 
u  the  Rights  of  Man  confuted,"  was  found  in  his 
pcfTefnon. 

Buonarroti  immediately  committed  him  to  prifon, 
fent  intelligence  of  the  event  to  the  committee  of 
public!;  fafety,  and  had  not  the  9th  Thermidcr  inter- 
vened, Sotira  would  have  been  fent  to  the  guillotine, 
and  Tilly  h-.mfelf  would  have  fuffered  difgrace  at 
Ieaft,  on  account  of  the  excefs  of  his  zeal.     By  the 

bye, 
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bye,  this  fame  Sotira  was  really  a  patriot*,  and  a 
writer  of  fome  confideration.  He  lived  fome  time 
in  this  country,  and  on  his  return  to  the  continent, 
in  1789,  he  published  a  political  work  in  Paris,  en- 
titled— La  Decadence  de  lJ Angle t err e. 

But  if  the  9th  Thermidor,  fecured  Tilly  from  the 
dangerous  effects  refulting  from  the  animofity  of 
his  countrymen  in  Genoa,  it  was  likely  to  involve. 
Kim  in  the  hatred  of  the  Thermidoreans,  againft  the 
fcDifculotterie.  This  a&ualiy  proved  to  be  the  cafe, 
Tilly  was  recalled,  and  n„o  fooner  had  he  reached 
Nice,  than^  he  wTas  difgracefully  feized*  by  the  na- 
tional gendarmes,  and  conveyed  a  prifoner  to  Paris. 
lit  was  not  a  little  aftonifhing  to  behold*  the  new 
members  of  the  Committee  ofPublick  Safety,  adiing 
in  this  manner,  againft  a  man  who  had  fo<  ably  and 
fuccefs  fully  ferved  the  republick  abroad.' 

Soon  after  this,  the  Committee  of  Government,, 
lent  a  new  ambaflador  (M.  Villard)  to  Genoa,,  who 
in  their  name,  publickly  and  officially  difavowed  all* 
41  the  extravagancies"  of  his  predecefTor,  and  allured' 
the  fenate  that  he  was  ftill  lying  under  their  difplea- 
iure. 

An  account  of  the  humiliations  endured"  by  Tilly 
in  Paris,   during   the  fpring  and  fummer  of  1795, 
would  be  equally  tedious  and   difag.eeable.     It   is 
iufficient  to  obferve,  that  the  official  accounts  of  his 
adminiftration  in  Genoa,  were  expofed  to  the  cen— 

*  The  attack  on  the  lights  of  man,  was  written  from  policy,  not 
principle,  it  being  penned  with  a  view  to  fave  his  life. 

v  t,  ^>  r. 
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fure  of  the  lowed  clerks  of  the  financial  departments 
and  reviled  with  the  mod  rancorous  fcrupojofity. 

The  Thtrmidoreans^  in4eed,  went  fo  far,  as  to  de- 
prive him  of  his  arms,  and  exclude  him  from  fervice 
in  his  own  fedtion,  on  account  of  his  having  been  in  the 
technical  language  of  that  period,  u  a  terroriji  and 
a  bad  citizen,9'  In  fhort,  he  wa?  at  laft  obliged 
to  fecure  himfelf  from  the  infults  of  the  Parifian  youth, 
by  retiring  to  the  town  of  St.  Germain,  twelve 
miles  diftant  from  the  metropolis. 

The  Thermidorean  re-achon  ceafed  to  influence 
the  French  government,  in  October  1795,  and  the 
unjuft  periecutibns  to  which  many  of  the  moft  zea- 
lous patriots  had  been  expofed  during  the  preceding 
twelve  months,  were  felt  by  the  directory,  the  two 
Councils,  and  the  people  at  large. 

On  the  return  of  Tilly  to  Paris,  he  was  received 
with  univerfal  refpecr.  The  executive  offered  to 
appoint  him  minijler  of  police^  but  he  protefted  that 
he  would  not  accept  the  place.  On  its  being  pro- 
pofed  to  fend  him  once  more  ambaifador  to  Genoa, 
or  any  other  of  the  Italian  courts,  he  alfo  declined 
the  propofal  with  that  uncommon  perfeverance  fo 
peculiar  to  his  character. 

Since  that  time,  he  has  not  evinced  the  leaft  anx- 
iety for  any  fort  of  employment.  Being  afked  the 
reaf  ;n  of  Co  much  apathy,  he  told  his  friends,  u  that 
he  was  very  glad  to  have  once  ferved  his  native 
country,  but  he  Would  never  appear  on  the  publick 
ftage  again,  before  the  revolutionary  ftorms  had  en- 
tirely fubftded." 

Tilly 
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Tilly  is  a  man  of  about  fifty  years  of  age,  fhort 
ftature,  thin,  fwarthy  complexion,  and  forbidding 
look.  He  is  noted  for  the  plainnefs  of  his  drefs  ;  the 
ferioufnefs  $f  his  countenances  and  the  franknefs  of 
his  fentiments. 


VADIER, 

Was  confidered  as  a  man  of  the  ftri&eft  integrity, 
a  learned  civilian  *,  and  an  able  magiftrate  anteriour 
to  the  fall  of  the  throne.  He  was  appointed  a  deputy 
to  the  National  Convention,  from  the  department  de 
F  Arriege,  and  it  may  not  be  unworthy  of  remark, 
that  all  the  members  of  this  department,  were  ufually 
confidered  as  mountaineers^  in  every  fenfe  of  the 
word. 

Vadier  diftinguifhed  himfelf  as  one  of  the  De- 
cemvirs during  the  reign  of  terrour,  and,  after  the 
fhifting  of  the  political  fcene,  became  one  of  thofe 
fubje£ted  to  the  Freronian  perfecution. 

This  is  little  to  be  wondered  at,  as  he  had  apper- 
tained to  the  committee  of  general  fecurity,  and  parti- 
cipated in  all  the  violent  proceedings  of  his  col-, 
leagues,  and  the  Convention  at  large. 

It  is  allowed,  however,  even  by  his  enemies,  that, 
his  motives^  throughout  the  whole  ef  his  publick 
life,  nay,  even   when  notorioufly  faulty,  were  un- 
exceptionable s  he  was  alfo  one  of  the  few   plain 

*  He  was  Conjeilkr  a  Pamiers* 
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and'honcfl  men,  who  confcientioufly  execrated  Ro- 
befprerre,  and,  from  the  love  of  juftice  arid  virtue 
alone,  contributed  to  the  down fal  of  that  odious  tyrant. 

During  periods  of  civil  difcord,  men  are  fequently 
deaf  to  the  voice  of  reafon.  The  more  Vadier  was 
refp^dtable,  the  mere  he  was  reviled,  abufedrinfulted, 
vilified;  and  the  Freronian  journal,  VOrateur  du 
Peuple  will  always  be  confidered  as  a  mortifying  re- 
cord of  the  injuftice  and'' ingratitude  of  the  French 
nation. 

Vadrer  fupported'the  moft.  bitter  inve£Hves  with  a> 
prudence  and  resignation  which  could  have  originated 
in*  a  confeious  integrity  alone  One  day,  however, 
he  could  not  refrain- f,om  exclaiming,  in  the  hall  of 
the  Convention — u  Je  n'aurois  jamais  cru  que  mes* 
compatriotes  recompenferoit  de  cetce  rnaniere  mes' 
foi xante  ans  de  vertus*  !  " 

Thefe  words  ferved  only  to  excite  murmurs 
and  laughter  in  the  AlTembly;  to  fupply  Freron  and* 
Yfm  party  with  new  topicks  of  ridicule,  and  to  afford 
to  the  Parifiarr  youth  the  proverb  of  les  foixante  ans 
de  vertus  de  Vadier, 

The  12th  Germinal  at  length  arrived,  and  Vadier, 
witH  his  colleagues,  Collet,  Billaud,  and  Barrere, 
weie  condemned  to  tranfportation.  Some  time  after, 
a  decree  of  accufation  was  enacSted  againft  them,  and 
orders  given  for  their  trial  before  the  Tribunal  de 
la  Charente  Ihferieure\  Vadier  and  Barrere,  how-- 


*  u  I  never  could  have  fuppofed   that  my  countrymen  would 
have  thus  recomptnfed  fixty  years  of  virtues 

v  ever. 
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ever)  found  means  to  effe£l  their  efcape.  From  that 
time  the  former  has  become  fo  obfcure,  that  if  his 
name  had  not  been  occasionally  mentioned,  fome 
months  fince,  by  a  French  journalifr,  one  would  have 
been  tempted  to  fuppofe  that  he  had  ceafed  te  exift* 
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Or,  as  he  is  now  called,  la  croix, 

Is  a  Parifwn  by  birth,  and,  previoufly  to  the  revo- 
lution, was  a  fecretary  de  la  connitablie  in  the  ca- 
pital. This  was  a  fpecies  of  military  magiftracy, 
which  exercifed  a  cei  ;ain  jurifdi&ion  relative  to 
points  of  honour,  etiquette^  duelling,  &c.  and  it  was 
compofed  of  all  the  marflials  of  France. 

Charles  la  Croix  had  a  feat,  but  never  made  a  great 
figure  in  the  Conftituent  AfTembly.  In  the  Con- 
vention he  was  a  deputy  from  the  department  de  la 
Marne,  and  being  a  mountaineer^  he  was  very  much 
attached  toCollot  d'Herbois  and  Thuriot,  under  the 
prefidentihips  of  whom,  in  1793,  he  was  twice  elefted 
fecretary.  He  was  alfo  fent  on  mifiion  to  feveral 
departments. 

If  the  career  of  this  reprefentative  had  ended  with 
the  functions  of  a  legiflator,  his  name  would  have 
been  plunged  in  the  deep  oblivion  to  which  that  of 
thoufands  of  his  colleagues  are  condemned.  But,  in 
Odober  1793,  he  happened  to  be  appointed  Minifter 
of  the  French  Republick  for  the  department  of  foreign 

affair$| 
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affairs,   whence  may  be  dated   that  very  equvocrf 
kind  of  celebrity  that  has  attached  to  his  perfon. 

Unfortunately  for  him,  in  this  exalted  filiation, 
he  was  expofed  to  the  feminizing  eyes  of  mankind. 
Yes,  unfortunately  for  hirri^  becaufe,  in  the.  capacity 
of  a  minifter,  he  occafionally  difplayed  fuch  a  com- 
plete ignorance  of  geography  and  diplomat ick affairs, 
as  to  become  proveibial,  and  to  render  himfelf  the 
fcorn  of  his  countrymen  at  home,  and  the  difgrace  of 
the  French  abroad.  In  fliort,  he  was  commonly 
termed  Fimbecille  la  Croix. 

The  writer -of  this  article  knows  to  a  certainty 
that  he  fuppofed  Tufcany  to  be  a  city,  and  imagined 
that  Naples  belonged  to  the  -King  of  Sardinia ! 

What  is  almoft  incredible,  though  recorded  in  his 
own  difpatches,  he  once  fent  to  Barthelemy,  thert- 
ambafiador  in  Switzerland,  a  copy  of  an  arrets  cf 
the  Dire&ory,  with  an  injunction  to  notify  it  to  the- 
Senate  of  Bfcrne !  This  expofed  him  of  Courfe 
to  the  moft  humiliating  aniiriadvernons  on  the  part 
of  the  Swifs"  government,  which,  in  its  remon- 
ftrance?,  Jbfe;  ved,  that  the  Cantons  neither  formed  a. 
French  d.ftri#,  nor  the  Minifter  Plenipotentiary  a 
huiffier*  of  a  tribunal. 

And  when  the  inhabitants  of  the  PruffiTan  domi- 
no; ns,  on  f his  fide  of  the  Rhine,  proviftonally  ceded' 
to  France  by  the  treaty  of  Bafle,  went  into  mourn- 
ing u  r  the  Prince-Royal  in  1796,  he  was  fo  foolifh 


A  ferjeant,  or  mace  bearer^ 

as 
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as  to  {end  an  order  to  the  French  Commifiary  at 
Cleves,  to  prohibit  this  mark  of  refpecl: !  The  late 
King  of  Pruffia  was  greatly  offended  at  this  conduct, 
and  was  near  revenging  it  by  an  open  rupture'!— 
JJpon  this,  Perlet  the  journalift  obferved,  "  Tot  ou 
tard  nous  fentirons  que  ce  n'eft  pas  impunement  que 
nous  pouvons  mettre  un  imbecllle  a  la  tete  des  af- 
faires etrajigeres*." 

Charles  La  Croix,  notwithstanding  this,  continued 
to  exercife  his  functions  as  a  minifter;  but  it  was 
merely  owing  to  his  repubUcanifm  that  he  preferved 
his  place;  for  he  poffefled  no  other  qualification 
whatever.  He  was  difmifled,  however,  in  June 
j 797,  in  order  to  make  room  for  M.  Tayllerand, 
and  was  fei^t  foon  after  as  ambaflador  to  the  ::atavian 
Jiepubiick.  He  was  judged  by  the  Directory  to  be 
the  heft  tool  for  bringing  about  a  nevf  revolution 
againft  the  moderates  and  the  Stadtholderians,  by 
means  of  a  coup  de  main,  or,  to  fpeak  more  properly, 
to  effect -an  18th  Fruclidor  in  Holland.  On  this  oc- 
cafion  he  proved  v/ondei  fully  fuccefsful,  and  the  iegi* 
flative  body  as  well  as  the  other  conftituted  authorities 
were,  in  the  language  of  the  day,  completely  purified* 

It  was,  however,  heard  with  equal  aftonifhment 
and  indignation,  that  among  the  Dutch  moderates,  ac- 
cufed  and  perfecuted  by  him,  was  the  gallant  General 
Dae  tide  Is,  one  of  the  firmeft  patriots  during  the  con- 
teft  of  1787;  who  had  ferVed  as  a  commander  of  abri* 

*  We  Hi  all  learn,  fometime  or  another,  that  the  dire&ion-  of 
foreign  afiairs  cannot  be  emrufted  to  a  weak  man  with  impunity. 
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gade  under  Pichegru,  and  to  whofe  zeal  and  exer- 
tions the  French  are  chiefly  indebted  for  their  en- 
trance into  Holland ! 

Charles  La  Croix  was  about  to  fet  off  for  Viennaf 
in  order  to  replace  Bernadotte,  when  a  new  revolu- 
tion took  place,  under  his  eye,  without  his  fan&ion, 
and  in  exprefs  contradi&ion  to  his  opinions. 

The  brave  Daendels,  fhocked  at  the  procohfular 
enormities  of  the  French  minifter,  had  repaired  to 
Paris,  and  reprefented  his  adrniniftration  in  fo  true, 
and  therefore  fo  odious  a  light,  that  the  Directory 
feems  to  have  entrufted  him  with  a  carte  blanche.—* 
He  accordingly  returned  with  fecret,  but  unlimited 
powers,  and  the  patriots  of  1787  have  once  more 
triumphed,  in  fpite  of  all  the  arts  and  oppofition  of 
the  Minifter. 

La  Croix  is  about  fifty  years  of  age,  fober,  aflive, 
and  laborious,  but  ignorant,  prefumptuous,  and  devoid 
of  talents. 

He  has  lately  returned  to  Paris,  and  been  fucceeded 
in  his  miffionto  Holland  by  Roberjot. 


BOURSAULT, 

Like  Collot  d'Heibois  and  Fabre  d'Eglantine,  was  a 
performer,  and  a  man  of  great  abilities  in  his  own 
line. 

Finding  himfelf  unable  to  obtain  a  fortune  in  his 
native  country,  he  became  manager  of  a  French 
company  of  players,  with  which  he  repaired  to  Italy 

in 
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in  queft  of  bread.     On  this  occafion  he  affumed  the 
name  of  Malherbes. 

1  Having  at  length  eftablifhed  himfelf  In  Naples,  he 
was  appointed  by  his  Sicilian  Ma]Q&y  director  of  the 
French  theatre  in  that  metropolis.  He  was  not  beloved 
however  by  his  fellow-performers,  who  were  piqued  at 
the  fuperiority  of  his  genius,  nor  did  he  experience 
much  friendfhip  on  the  part  of  the  Neapolitan  nobi* 
lity,  to  whom  he  never  paid  that  humiliating  homage 
which  they  had  obtained  from  his  predeceflbrs.  Thefe 
two  bodies  were  too  powerful  for  him  to  oppofe, 
and  at  the  end  of  the  third  year  (in  1788)  he  was 
difmifTed  by  the  King,  and  fent  back  to  France.  On 
that  event  taking  place,  the  hatred  of  his  foes  was 
fully  gratified;  but  not  content  with  their  fuccefs, 
they  contrived  to  render  their  enmity  proverbial ;  for 
when  fpeaking  of  an  enemy,  they  always  faid, — u  II 
eft  mauvais  fujet  comme  Malherbes." 

It  is  a  common  obfervation  in  the  hiltory  of  man- 
kind, that  fome  accidents,  apparently  detrimental, 
often  prove  uncommonly  fortunate.  Had  not  Bour- 
fault  loft  his  place  in  Naples,  he  would  have  conti- 
nued a  performer  during  his  whole  life. 
"  Having  repaired  to  Paris,  he  became  a  partifan  of 
the  new  order  of  things.  In  confequence  of  this,  he 
was  received  into  the  fociety  of  the  "  Friends  of  Li- 
berty," and  permitted  to  difplay  his  eloquence,  already 
improved  by  the  declamation  of  the  ftage.  He  was 
the  intimate  friend  of  Collot  d'Herbois,  and  it  was 
.  fufpe&ed  that  he  had  fome  {hare  in  the  patriotick 
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plays  and  many  other  works  published  by  him  be- 
tween the  years  1789  and  1792.  ) 

It  is  to  the  friendfhip  of  Collot,  that  Bourfault 
was  indebted  for  his  appointment  as  a  deputy  from 
the  department  of  Paris  to  the  National  Conven- 
tion. But  although  a  zealot  of  liberty,  he  did  not 
aft  a  confiderable  part  during  the  two  firft  years 
of  the  duration  of  the  legiflative  body.  So  many 
perfons  of  fuperiour  abilities  were  competitors  for 
the  civick  crown,  that  there  was  neither  room  nor 
occafion  for  the  exertions  of  Bourfault* 

In  the  fpring  of  1795,  he  at  length  emerged  from 
obfcurity.  At  that  period  he  was  fent  on  million  to 
feveral  departments,  to  appeafe  the  animofities  en- 
gendered between  the  Terrorijis  and  the  Thermido- 
reariSj  and  he  adted  with  equal  fagacity  and  fuccefs. 
On  his  return  to  Paris,  during  the  fummer  of  the 
fame  year,  he  made  feveral  motions,  and  delivered 
many  fpeeches  in  the  hall  of  the  Convention,  rela- 
tive to  all  the  interefting  fubje&s  then  in  the  order 
of  the  day.    - 

In  the  autumn  of  1795,  a  more  ferious  tafk 
was  affigned  to  Bourfault.  He  was  then  fent  to 
the  South  of  France,  in  order  to  quell  the  re- 
bellion of  the  royalifts,  known  under  the  name  of  La 
Campagnie  de  Jefus.  On  that  occafion  he  eftab- 
lifhed  his  refidence  at  Avignon,  and  adopted  mea- 
fures  fo  very  mild  and  wife,  that  the  infurgents  feon 
returned  to  their  duty. 

Bourfault  was  certainly  one  of  thofe  few  deputies 

who  never  employed  terrour  and  ferocity  in  their 

8  minions, 


- 


BOtTRSAULT.  387 

millions,  and  he  deferred  therefore  theefteem  and  the 
affeftion  of  the  departments  governed  by  him. 

At  the  nomination  of  the  firft  third  of  the  new  con- 
ftitutional  legiflature,  he7  was  Unanimoufly  elected  a 
member  of  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred,  by  the 
department  of  Vauclufe.  But  as  there  was  a  law  en- 
acted during  his  refidence  in  the  fouth,  that  no  re- 
prefentative  on  million  could  be  appointed  a  deputy 
to  the  legiflature  for  the  departments  where  he  hap- 
pened to  exercife  his  proconfullhip,  this  ele&ion 
was  declared  void  by  the  prefent  dire£lory,  and 
Bourfault  himfelf  was  too  much  of  an  honeft  man  to 
infift  on  its  validity. 

This  deputy,  like  a  confiderable  portion  of  his 
colleagues,  has  not  bpen  fpared  by  the  difaffe&ed 
royalifts,  and  ariftocrats,  They  have  accufed  him 
of  being  a  great  intriguer,  and  aflerted  that  he  has 
acquired  confiderable  riches  by  the  revolution.  A 
bitter  philippick  was  lately  pronounced  againft  him  at 
Paris,  on  account  of  his  having  purchafed,  by  means 
of  afftgnatSj  and  ?nandat$,  the  beautiful  country  feat 
of  Monfieur  (the  prefent  pretender)  at  Brumoi.  It 
was,  however,  found,  after  due  inquiry,  that  this 
royal  country  feat,  like  the  reft  of  the  national  pro- 
perty, was  fold  by  publick  au£tion. 

Bourfalt  is  a  man  of  about  fifty,  above  the  middle 
fize,  of  a  thin  make,  and  a  fwarthy  complexion.  He 
is  extremely  polite,  and  even  officious  in  convoca- 
tion, and  pofleffes  fome  fhare  of  that  quality  which 
the  French  call — la  tournure  maligne  de  V  efprit  *. 


* 


A  witty  malignity, 

T.lO  nrturnf 
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;  The  name  of  this  deputy  is  not  entitled  to  great 
celebrity  in  the  annals  of  the  French  revolution, 
becaufe  he  never  occupied  any  fitu?ttion  of  an  im- 
portant nature.  But  his  fteady  character,  his  zeal- 
ous patriotifm,  and  the  courage  which  he  exhibited 
amid  the  greateft  dangers,  deferve  encomium,  and 
will 'not  be  forgotten  when  the  hiftory  of  the  revo- 
lution fhall  be  written  by  a  philofophical  pen. 

Duhem  is  a  native  of  LHle  in  Flanders,  and  a 
phyfician  :  he  was  appointed  a  deputy  to  the  national 
convention,  where,  fo  late  as  the  winter  of  1795, 
he  made  no  figure,  though  he  was  perfectly  known 
to  be  a  violent  mountaineer  in  confequence  of  his 
motion  in  the  fociety  of  "  Liberty  and  Equality." 

It  was  not  until  the  fuppreffion  of  that  famous 
club  that  Duhem  emerged  from  obfcurity ;  arid  it 
is  a  fact  worthy  of  obfervation,  that  the  Thermido* 
rean  party  prevailed  on  the  convention  to  annihilate 
it,  merely  in  order  to  get  rid  of  a  powerful  political 
meeting,  whofe  members,  with  all  their  faults,  had 
hitherto  been  the  incorruptible  fupporters  of  political 
equality,  the  zealots  of  the  revolution,  and  the  de- 
fenders of  the  democracy  eftablifbed  by  the  consti- 
tution of  1793; 

Another  colour,  however,  was  given  to  this  inno- 
vation. It  was  aflerted  that  the  club  ought  to  be 
fhut  up  in  order  to  remove  the  odium  which  Robe- 
fpierre  had  thrown  upon  it7  by  the  incorporation 

of 
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of  fo  many  unworthy  perfons>  and  to  enable  the 
powers  at  war  to  make  a  peace  confiftent  with  their 
dignity,  which  had  been  fo  grievoufly  offended  by 
the  Jacobins,  Thefe  reafons  were  certainly  net 
fatisfa&ory,  at  leaft  to  the  clubbifts,  and  Duhem 
was  heard  to  fay  more  than  once, — "  I  will  tell  you 
the  motive  of  their  conduit:  they  have  (hut  the 
doors  of  the  Jacobin  Society,  in  order  to  open  thofe 
of  the  Temple/'  This  was  the  prifon  where  the 
young  Louis  XVII.  was  confined. 

Every  fenfible  man  is  compelled  to  avow,  that  the 
many  irregular  and  myfterious  rnode^  adopted  by  the 
National  Convention  to  deftroy  Jacobinifm,  and  to 
ftifle  the  iirft  democratical  conftitution,  gave  rife  to 
the  violent  ffruggles  between  the  Thermidoreans 
and  the  Mountaineers,  as  well  as  among  the  repub- 
licans at  large.  This  conteft  lafted  for  more  than 
a  year,  having  endured  from  September  1794  to 
0£ober  1795. 

Had  they  fairly  declared  that  it  was  their  intentign 
to  make  fome  flight  alteration  in  the  republican 
code,  the  Jacobins  wwld  in  all  probability  have 
acquiefced,  and  the  rovalifts  could  certainly  have 
conceived  no  hopes  of  re-efrabltfhing  the  ancient 
government.  Thus  the  difaftrous  epochs  of  the 
2d  Germinal,  ift  Prairial,  and  13th  Vendemiaire, 
would  have  been  avoided. 

The  Mountaineers,  haunted  with  the  idea  of  the 
return  of  royalcy,  an  event  fp  clofely  connected  with 
their  own  punifiiment,  ufed  their  utmoft  efforts  to  vil- 
ify the  Convention  in  the  eyes  of  the  French  people. 

L  1  7  ^     But 
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But  as  the  greatefl:  part  of  them  had  been  employed 
either  in  the  publick  admjniftration  or  in  /rniffion  to 
the  departments,  and  feared' of  courfe  to  be  accufed 
of  fome  mifcondu£t  by  the  agents  of  the  now  pre- 
dominant fa£tion,  they  refolved  to  choofe  among 
themfelves  an  unexceptionable  individual  who  fliould 
publickly  raife  his  voice  and  vociferate  their  griev- 
ances in  the  hail  of  the  convention. 

No  man  was  better  calculated  than  Duhem  to 
anfwer  their  purpofe. 

Regularly  every  incrning,  from  January  to  April 
1795,  this  deputy  fpoke  his  fentiments  with  afirm- 
nefs  of  mind  which  evinced  a  man  of  found  princi- 
ples and  a  fteady  chara&er.  Some  of  his  phrafes 
deferve  to  be  noticed.  One  day,  turning  to  Tallien, 
he  faid,  Le  fommeil  des  patriots  eji  le  calme  du  lion  : 
prends  garde  a  toi,  feeler  at  *.  Another  day  he  ob- 
ferved  to  Legendre,  //  eji  clair  qu'on  veut  retablir 
la  royaute :  mats  je  le  jure,  au  nom  d'un  million 
de  fanscullottes  qui  font  jo  us  les  armes,  que  la  contre- 
revolutim  ne  ft  fera  pas\  !  And  when  ProfefTor 
Lacroix  was  acquitted  by  the  new  revolutionary  tri- 
bunal of  the  charge  brought  againft  him  for  having 
publiftied  the  work  called  Le  Speftateur  Franfais : 
le  royalifme,  faid  he,  et  lyariJlocratie  triornphenty 
la  perfecution  eji  dreJJ'ee  contre  les  patriot es  \  il  vaut 
■*    "-"■ ~~~ ~~ — — ————————— ———^— —  ■  ■    — - 

*  "The  deep  of  the  patriots,  is  like  the  tranquility  of  the  liori 
•—take  care  then,  of  ihyfelfj  ruffian  !  '* 

\  It  is  clear  that  there  exifls  a  defign  to  re-eftabliih  royalty  * 
but  I  fwear  in  the  name  of  "a  million  of  armed  fanjculottes,  that  a 
counter  revolution  fhall  not  take  pte.ee, 

mieU* 
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mieux  etre  Ckarette  que  depute*.  Thefe  high- 
fpirited  Tallies  coft  him  at  one  time  his  liberty. — 
Rovere,  who  was  really  a  royalift,  had  endeavoured 
to  render  the  name  of  Duhem  odious  even  to  the 
Jacobins,  and  went  fo  far  as  to  affert,  in  the 
hall  of  the  convention,  that  fome  letters  from  him 
to  the  emigrants  in  Switzerland  had  been  intercep* 
ted.  Duhem,  drawing  his  fabre  from  the  fcabbard, 
exclaimed  "  Rover 'e  me  calomnle :  ou  quil  prouve 
ce  qu'il  a  avarice^  ou  que  je  FaJJaJJlne  f  /  "  A  thou- 
fand  voices  were  fuddenly  heard  exclaiming,-—^' 
/'  Abbaye  !  a  V  Abb  aye  !  and  the  prefident  was  ob- 
liged to  commit  him  to  prifon.  To  do  juftice  to 
the  moderation  of  the  National  Convention,  his 
confinement  was  very  fliort,  for  at  the  end  of  the 
fourth  day  he  re-appeared  in  the  hall  amidft  the  moil 
lively  acclamations. 

The  12th  Germinal  at  length  arrived,  and  there 
is  little  doubt  but  that  Duhem  and  all  the  Moun- 
taineers were  at  the  bottom  of  the  popular  infur- 
re£Hon  which  took  place  on  that  day.  The  Na- 
tional Convention,  which  had  adopted  a  lenient 
mode  of  governing,  and  had  rendered  the  Jacobins 
odious,  becaufe  their  reign  was  fligmatized  with 
terrour  and  blood,  felt  itfelf  indifpofed  to  act  fevere- 
ly  with  them,  and  Duhem,  Chodieu,  Gafton,   and 


*  Royalty  and  Ariftocracy  triumph.  The  patriots  are  perfecuU 
ed  and  it  is  now  better  to  be  Charette  than  a  deputy. 

*|-  Rovere  calumniates  me,  and  if  he  does  not  f  rove  what  he 
efferfcs,  I  will  affaffinate  him* 
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all  the  chiefs  of  the  Jacobins,  were  provifionally 
tranfported  to  the  caftle  of  Ham  in  Picardy. 

This  fecond  confinement  lifted" until  the  month 
of  Vendemiaire,  when  he  was  delivered  by  virtue 
of  the  decree  patted  during  the  laft  fitting  of  the 
Convention,  which  granted  a  general  amnefty  to 
all  perfons  guilty  of  revolutionary  crimes.  In  the 
ftri&  fenfe  of  the  word,  Duhem  was  never  guilty 
of  any  crime  whatever ;  he  was  only  chargeable  with 
mifconduft. 

Soon  after  his  deliverance,  he  received  from  the 
Directory  a  marked  proof  of  their  efteem;  for  he 
was  appointed  firft  phyfician  (medecin  en  chef)  to 
the  aimy  of  the  Rhine.  To  his  fuperior  abilities 
and  exertions  is  owing  the  extinction  of  a  conta- 
gious difeafe  which  ravaged  that  army  after  the 
defeat  of  Pichegru  by  the  Auftrian  General  Clair- 
feit,  and  the  precipitate  retreat  from  the  right  banks 
of  the  Rhin?. 

We  are  not  informed  whether  Duhem  be  ftill 
firft  phyfician  to  the  army;  but  we  have  ftrong 
feafons  to  fuppofe  that  he  did  not  retain  that  fitu- 
ation  during  the  whole  of  laft  year. 

The  editor  of  the  Parifian  journal,  entitled  Le 
Sernainier,  ftated,  that  during  the  ftruggles  between 
the  prefent  executive  and  the  royalift  party  in  the 
legiflarure,  which  led  to  the  crifis  of  the  1 8th 
Fruflidor,  Duhem  was  feen  in  Paris  with  other 
patriots,  all  .of  whom  wrere  invited  thither  by  the 
directory  to  affift  them  in  the  conteft. 

Duhem 
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Duhem  is  a  tall,  ftout  man  about  forty.  When 
in  the  convention,  he  was  remarkable  for  always 
wearing  the  national  military  drefs,  a  large  cocked 
hat,  and  a  long  fabre. 

MERCIER. 

The  name  of  this  worthy  man  deferves  to  be  a& 
celebrated  in  the  annals  of  the  French  revolution, 
as  it  was,  previoufiy  to  it,  in  the  empire  of  philofo- 
phy  and  belles-lettres. 

He  is  a  native  of  Compeigne,  a  fmall  town  in 
the  IJle  de  France  ^  eighteen  leagues  from  Paris,  much 
celebrated  in  the  hiftory  of  the  middle  ages  for  hav- 
ing been  the  ufual  refidence  of  the  Merovingian 
kings,  and  known  in  modern  times  as  a  favourite 
country  feat  of  the  Capetian  race. 

Mercier  was  foon  difcovered  to  be  a  man  of  fenfe 
and  feeling,  being  in  pofleflion  of  a  mafculine  under- 
standing and  a  refined  tafte.  He  was  one  of  the  firft 
French  dramatifts  who  introduced  on  their  national 
ftage  a  tafte  for  the  Englifh  compofitions,  which  they 
technically  term  Comedies  Larmoyantes* 

His  plays,  fuch  as  le  Deferteur  Fran^ais,  le  Fa- 
bricant  Jnglois,  V Indigent,  and  others,  are  acknow- 
ledged to  be  all  excellent  productions  of  their  kind. 
But  this  fpecies  of  theatrical  performance  was  never 
heartily  relifhed  by  the  French  nation  at  large:  "  It 
is  very  odd,"  faid  the  critics  of  that  day,  "  that  we 
fliould  adopt  the  Englifh  melancholy  on  our  ftage, 
while  the  Englifh  themfelves  do  their  utmoft  to  in- 
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to  introduce  the  French  gaiety  and   mirth   upon 
theirs."  ( 

Mereier  enjoyed  the  efteemof  Voltaire,  the  French 
Sophocles.  If  the  author  of  this  article  remembers 
aright,  (for  the  quotation  is  from  memory)  among 
-the  familiar  letters  of  this  immortal  writer,  there  is 
an  epiftle  addrefled  to  Mereier,  in  which  he  approves 
highly  of  his  exertions,  and  concludes  with  one  of  the 
humourous  phrafes  fo  congenial  to  him  <c— Nous 
fotnmes  t&us  les  enfans  d'Jpollon*  In  domo  patris 
mei  marxfiones  multse  funt.  Vans  rfetes  pas  mal  logi\ 
mais  que  fait  ce  maraud  de  Freron  qui  eji  dans  la 
cave?" 

In  the  progrefs  of  his  literary  career,  Mereier, 
about  the  year  1775,  publifhed  his  moft  voluminous 
work  entitled,  "  Le  Tableau  de  Paris"  This  was 
intended  as  a  picfture  q(  the  licentious  manners  of 
the  court  of  Verfailles,  the  profligate  diflipatipn  of 
the  nobility  of  both  fexes,  and  the  revolting  diftrefs 
to  which  all  perfons  were  condemned,  who  were  not 
fupported  by  a  powerful  protection  at  court. 

M.  Mereier,  has  perhaps  exaggerated  fomething, 
owing  to  his  feelings  for  the  miferies  of  human  na- 
ture, when  ftruggling  under  the  rod  of  difpotifm. 
But  every  honeft  mind  fhuddered  at  the  many  real 
horrours  depi&ed  in  the  Tableau. 

The  veteran  officers  of  the  royal  army,  who  had 
devoted  the  whole  of  their  youth  to  the  fervice  of 
their  king,  were  rrot  rich  enough  to  keep  a  maid  or 
employ  a  laundrefs.  On  the  contrary,  they  them<- 
felves  were  a£tually  accuftomed  to  fneak  out  under 

-     cover 
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cover  of  night,  in  order  to  fetch  water  from  the 
neighbouring  pumps,  and  to  carry  it  home  on  their 
own  fhoulders,  that  they  might  thus  enable  their  wives 
to  wafh  their  linen.  The  young  officers,  were  alfo 
condemned  to  lead  an  Immoral  life,  in  confequence 
of  poverty  and  negle£t,  and  were  induced  by  dif- 
trefs,  either  to  become  gamefters  or  fouteneurs  *,  a 
French  name  for  no  very  honourable  profeffion. 

This  work  rendered  the  name  of  Mercier  illuf- 
trious,  throughout  Europe.  It  was  confidered  as  the 
produ&ion  of  a  fenfibte,  feeling,  and  virtuous  man, 
indignant  at  the  evils  and  corruptions  of  civil  fo~ 
ciety;  of  a  philofopher  verfed  in  morals,  civil  law, 
and  political  economy.  It  proved,  however,  exceed- 
ingly difaftrous  to  him  in  his  native  country,  for 
a  decree  of  the  parliament  of  Paris  was  iffued  for  his 
apprehenfion,  and  he  would  have  certainly  ended 
his  life  in  the  Baftile,  had  he  not  been  lucky 
enough  to  effedt  his  efcape  from  the  dominions  of 
France. 

Having  retired  to  Switzerland,  he  continued  his 
literary  purfuits  in  the  fame  line  of  poetical,  moral, 
and  political  exertions.  It  was  there  he  published 
fome  more  of  his  comedies,  and  alfo  mon  Bonnet  de 
Nuit^  in  2  vol.  8vo.  his  Fiftions  Morales^  3  vol. 
in  8vo.  and  his  Songes  et  Vifions^  2  vol.  in  i2mo. 

The  bell,  however,  of  his  works  printed  in  that 
country,  and  which  indeed  achieved  his  reputation 
was    Van  2440,  in  3  vol.   i2mo.     It  is  political 

•  A  fcind  gf  lullm* 
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Action,  according  to  which  a  Frenchman  who  had 
lived  about"  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  century, 
is  fuppofed  to  return  back  from  the  other  world, 
to  contemplate  the  ftate  of  his  native  country, 
after  a  lapfe  of  four  hundred  and  fifty  years.  He 
meets  with  neither  priefts,  nor  magiftrates,  nor  j 
nobles,  nor  financiers ;  no  one  eftablifhment  produced 
by  avarice,  vanity,  or  orientation  :  all  thefe  are  an- 
nihilated !  "  Je  vois  Vcrfailles,"  fays  the  author  of 
this  truly  prophetical  wrork,  "  Je  vois  Verfailles,  je 
n'y  trouve  que  des  ruines.  Ou  eft  done  ce  cabinet 
qui  fa  if  ait  trembler  V  Europe?" 

Great  attention  was  paid  to  it  at  the  begin- 
ning of.  the  revolution,  when  fo  many  of  the  au- 
thor's predictions  were  fully  accompliihed.  Mer- 
cier  was  certainly  a  good  prophet,  but  his  revela- 
tions were  fulfilled  more  than  four  centuries  before 
the  time  allotted  for  their  completion. 

To  the  eternal  glory  of  the  members  of  the  con- 
ftituent  afTtmbly  it  will  always  be  recorded,  that  no 
fooner  were  they  emancipated  from  the  influence 
of  the  court,  than  they  fignalized  their  career  by  an 
act  of  publick  gratitude  towards  thofe  illuftrious 
men  who  had  contributed  to  the  attainment  of  liberty 
by  the  diflemination  of  liberal  principles  even  in 
the  worft  times  of  the  monarchy.  They  repealed 
all  laws,  edi£ts,  and  decrees,  for  the  exile  and  con- 
finement of  the  philofophers,  and  Raynal,  Linguet, 
Mercier,  &c.  were  allowed  once  more  to  repair  to 
Paris,  and  enjoy  the  fruits  of  that  Freedom  for  which 
they  had  endured   fo  many  per fecut ions*     Mercier 

alfo 
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alfo  returned  thither,  and  continued  his  literary 
purfuits. 

The  firft  labours  of  M.  Mercier,  after  the  revo- 
lution, confifted  of  a  periodical  publication  entitled 
Les  Annates  Patriotiques  et  Litter  aires  *,  intended 
for  the  further  propagation  of  thofe  principles  of 
patriotifm  and  liberty,  profefled  in  his  preceding 
books.  His  fuperiour  abilities,  added  to-thefe  new 
exertions,  obtained  him  an  honourable  appointment, 
that  of  deputy  from  his  native  province,  known,  in 
the  new  French  Geography,  by  the  name  of  the 
jDepartement  de  Seine  et  Oife. 

He  did  not,  however,  a£t  a  confiderab!e>  part  in  the 
convention,  and  he  foon  afforded  a  decided  proof, 
that  the  literary  charafter,  is  not  always  adapted  for  a 
popular  aflembly.  His  virtue,  and  juftice,  however, 
expofed  him  to  the  rage  of  the  mountaineers.  Being 
one  of  the  73  deputies  who  figned  the  famous 
proteft  againft  the  imprifonment  of  the  Girondifts, 
he  was  arretted,  along  with  his  unhappy  colleagues, 
and  would  certainly  have  been  fent  to  the  guillotine, 
if  Roberfpierre  had  but  lived  a  little  longer.  To  get 
rid  of  him,  the  tyrant  was  ufed  to  fay,  a  II  faut  que 
le  jury  de  Topinion  publique  fe  prononce  contre 
lui." 

The  fentiments  exprefted  by  Mercier  in  the  con- 
vention, foon  after  his  deliverance,  are  worthy  of 
record :  "  Thirteen  months  of  a  fevere  confinement," 


*  Carra  afiifted  him  in  conducing  this  newfpaper,  which  was 
always  decidedly  democratick. 
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faid  he, "  far  from  having  overcome  my  conftancy  and 
courage,  in  behalf  of  the  laws  aad  of  juftice,  have 
tended  only  to  redouble  them  in  favour  of  true  liberty, 
which  I  havefo  long  ftudied,  and  fhall  never  forfake." 

Mercier  after  this,  once  more  devoted  his  time 
and  labours  to  the  fervice  of  his  native  country  in 
his  ufual  track  of  literary  and  philofophical  efforts. 

In  January,  1795,  he  undertook  another  periodical 
work,  entitled  "  La  Tribune  des  hommes  libres,"  and 
chofe  for  his  colleague,  in  the  political  part,  the  citizen 
Defodoards,  known  in  the  literary  world  by  his 
"  Continuation  de  l'abrege  chronologique  du  Pre- 
fident  Henaut/" 

*  Vame  du  Lefteur"  fays  Mercier  in  the  prof- 
pe<5his  of  the  work  "  fubjuguee  parle  tableau  d'une 
fi  etonnante  revolution,  la  compare  a  ces  incroyables 
phenomenes  qui  changerent  autrefois  la  configuration 

phyfique  du   globe    que  nous  habitons 

L'Europe,  attentive  aiix  moindres  particularites  d'un 
mouvement  coloffal,  dont  on  ne  trouve  aucunmodele 
dans  les  annales  du  monde,  fe  partage  entre  la  crainte 
et  Tefperance." 

The  then  fituation  of  public  affairs  proved  highly 
favourable  to  this  new  publication.  It  was  the  time 
of  the  Theremidorean  reaction,  and  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal fubiedts  of  conteft,  was  the  reftoration  of  the 
freedom  of  religious  worfhip.  M.  Mercier  became 
the  champion  of  this  freedom,  and  the  fubfequent 
numbers  of  his  work,  contained  admirable  ftri&ures 
on  the  various  religions  proieflrd  by  mankind. 

6  "  When 
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u  When  we  have  been  once  inftru&ed  by  ex- 
perience," faid  he,  "we  are  no  longer  permitted 
to  dream  with  philofophy.  It  is  not  in  our  power 
to  create  a  nation  of  well  informed  men,  and  among 
the  multitude  of  citizens  there  will  always  be  found 
a  numerous  clafs  irrevocably  condemned  to  ignorance, 
the  mother  of  all  vices  and  all  crimes.  There  is 
therefore  but  one  fingle  way  to  teach  duties  to  thofe 
who  are  precluded  from  better  information.  Such 
were  the  principles  of  Zoroafter,  Numa,  Minos,  &c. 

Mere  Deifm  is  nothing  more  than  an  opinion: 
an  opinion  relates  to  the  underdanding  alone.  Re- 
ligion is  a  fentiment;  it  ought  to  fpeak  to  th« 
imagination  and  to  the  heart." 

It  was  a  pity  that  fuch  a  deputy  as  Mercier  fhould 
have  fo  little  preponderance  in  the  afiembly.  His 
colleagues  thought  at-  one  time  to  render  him  of 
fome  weight,  without  withdrawing  him  from  his 
philofophical  and  literary  purfuits.  They  accord- 
ingly appointed  him  a  member  of  the  committee  of 
p'^blick  inftmction. 

l^he  fact  is,  however,  that  even  in  this  capacity 
the  part  performed  by  Mercier  was  infignificant. 
Although  he  evinced  as  much  affiduity  and  zeal  as 
any  of  his  colleagues,  he  never  took  the  trouble  to 
make  a  fingle  fpeech  in  the  committee,  or  a  report 
in  the  convention.  He  fuffered  every  thing  to  be 
conducted  by  Gregoire,  Lakanal,  and,  what  is  worfe, 
by  Maffieu  and  Bariallon,  perfons  of  far  inferiour  ca- 
pacity. 

M  m  2  In 


40O  <  \        J4ERCIER. 

In  the  fpring  of  1795,  this  oppugner  of  monarchy 
was  fufpe&ed  to  be  a  royalift,  and  he  had  indeed, 
given  rife  to  fufpicions  of  this  kind  by. feme  of  his 
periodical  publications.  He  was  therefore  expofed 
to  the  revilings  of  the  Jacobin  journalifts,  who  fati- 
rically  obferved,  "  that  Mercier  having  been  a  re- 
publican under  the  monarchy,  ought  to  be  permitted 
to  become  royalift  under  the  republick."  He  at  that 
time  took  no  notice  whatever  of  this  farcafm,  but  he 
afterwards  made  feme  complaints  on  the  fubject  to 
quc  of  his  colleagues  in  the  committee.  "  I  never 
was  a  royalift,"  faid  he,  "  nor  {hall  I  ever  become  one. 
My  opinion,  as  a  reprefentative  of  the  people,  was  al- 
ways in  favour  of  a  republican  form  of  government. 
Nothing,  however,  can  prevent  me  from  afferting 
in  my  writings,  that  the  exiftence  of  a  king  is  net 
utterly  inconfillent  with  liberty  and  patriptifm.7 ' 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  1796,  Mercier  was 
appointed  a  member  of  the  national  inftitute,  and 
after  the  revolution  of  the  18th  Fruftidor,  he  be- 
came the  chief  conductor  of  a  journal  entitled  Le 
bien  Infamie^-n  paper  in  the  intereft  of  the  prefcnt 
government;  it  is  pregnant  with  thofe  philofophical 
fentiments  which  characlerife  all  the  writings  of 
the  author.  He  is  an  enthufiaftick  admirer  of 
Buonaparte,  becaufe  this  general,  fays  he,  does  much 
and  talks  little.  This  is  perhaps,  alfo,  a  defcrip- 
tion  of  his  own  character." 

Mercier  is  about  fixty  years  of  age,  of  a  tail  and 
majeftick  fize,  a  ferious  countenance,  and'a  prepof- 

feffing 
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feffing  look.     He  is  civil  in  converfaton,  but  not 
very  talkative. 

GAMBACERES. 

The  royalifts  and  ariftocrats  who  delight  in  abuf- 
ing  all  the  founders  of  the  French  republick,  are 
indignant  when  they  find  an  unexceptionable. cha- 
racter among  their  antagonifts. 

Cambaceres  is  one  of  thofe  who  would  refle£t  ho- 
nour on  any  fpeciesr  of  government,  and  in  whofe 
conduit,  whether  publick  or  private,  not  a  fingle 
blemifh  is  to  be  found  even  by  malice  itfelf. 

He  is  a  native  of  Montpelier,  fon  of  a  counfel- 
lor  in  the  Cours  des  Aides,  and  nephew  to  the  fa- 
mous Abbe  of  the  fame  name,  who,  after  being  a 
canon  and  archdeacon  in  the  cathedral  of  that  place, 
was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Pr'edicateur  du  Roi7 
the  higheft  dignity  to  which  an  eloquent  clergyman 
in  France  could  then  afpire. 

From  his  earlieft  youth  Cambaceres  was  deftined 
for  the  bar,  and  he  became  very  fhortly  a  complete 
matter  of  the  civil  and  canon  law.  But  his 
active  mind  did  not  confine  itfelf  entirely  to  thefe 
barren  ftudies.  Montefquieu  and  the  fchool  formed 
by  that  great  man  were  his  inftru&ors  and  compa- 
nions, and  he  had  already  evinced  confiderable  at- 
tainments in  the  fcience  of  politicks  and  legiflation 
when  he  was  appointed  a  member  of  the  National 
Convention. 

Mm  i  Dunns 
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During  the  preponderance  of  the  GircnJe^  nei- 
ther he  nor  any  of  his  colleaguas  poflefled  any 
great  degree  of  influence  in  the  legiflature.  This 
deputy  alfo  remained  in  obfcurity  during  the  reign 
of  the  SanfculotteS)  with  whom  violence,  cruelty, 
and  injuftice  were  the  only  qualifications  of  a 
fenator. 

He  did  not  indeed  commence  his  political  career 
Until  the  winter  of  1795,  but  from  that  time  no 
man  perhaps  has  been  more  remarkable  for  the  ftea- 
dinefs.  of  his  principles  in  behalf  of  liberty,  and  his 
zealous  attachment  to  a  republican  government :  he 
has  always  been  the  fcourge  of  the  Jacobins,  but, 
on  the  other  hand,  he  never  was  a  flatterer  of  the 
royal  i  ft  s. 

Being  appointed  a  member  of  the  corrimiflion  of 
Twelve,  for  framing  the  plan  of  the  new  conftitu* 
*tionof  1795,  he  a&ed  as  important  a  part  as  Boiffy 
d'Anglas,  Lanjuinais,  and  others  of  his  colleagues, 
and  his  fpeeches  in  the  Convention  at  that  time  were 
remarkable  for  their  peculiar  wifdom  and  rriodera^ 
tion. 

He  was  alfo  one  of  the  moft  ftrenuous  fupporters 
of  publick  credit,  when  the  affi gnats  had  fallen  into 
decay;  the  firmeft  prote&or  of  property  againft  fif- 
cal  oppreflion ;  and  a  decided  enemy  of  revolutionary 
meafures.  Some  of  the  laws  propofed  by  him  were, 
however,  looked  upon  as  too  fyftematical  and  meta- 
physeal; fuch,  for  inftance,  was  the  plan  for  licenc- 
ing 
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ing  divorces  on  account  of  the  incompatiluite  d'bu- 
meur  *. 

It  was  generally  believed  in  P&ris,  during  the 
fummer  of  1795,  that  the  firft  members  of  the  ex- 
ecutive dire&ory  were  to  be  chofen  from  among 
thofe  who  had  been  the  authors  of  the  conftitution; 
and  it  was  but  right  indeed  that  thofe  fliould  fuper- 
intend  the  work  who  had  laid  its  foundations.  But  as 
Boifly  d'Anglas  had  always  been  fufpe&ed  of  being 
a  royalift,  and  Lanjuinais  was  fuperftitioufly  addi&ed 
to  the  Catholick  religion,  the  current  of  publick 
opinion  ran  decidely  in  favour  of  Cambaceres. 

A  diabolical  intrigue  was  however  formed  to  baffle 
his  election.  The  fa&  has  never  been  publickly 
mentioned,  in  this  country,  but  the  writer  of  the 
prefent  article  learned  it  from  a  gentleman  of  great 
refpeiiability  in  Paris,  on  whofe  authority  he  can  rely. 

It  is  well  known  to  many  that  during  the  fummer 
of  1795,  a  regular  correfpondence  was  carried  on, 
through  the  means  of  Madame  de  Stael,  between 
fome  royalifts  and  moderates  in'  Paris,  and  the  emi- 
grants in  Switzerland.  A  few  days  before  the  elec- 
tion of  the  five  directors,  it  was  mentioned  in  the 
convention,  that  certain  papers  had  been  difcovered 
relative  to  this  plot,  and  that  the  publick  welfare 
required  that  they  fhould  be  read  in  a  general  com- 
mittee. This  motion  was  fupported  by  the  party 
in  the  fecret,  and  on  exhibiting  them,  it  was  found 

*  Incompatibility  of  tempers. 
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that  Cambaceres  was  mentioned  <c  as  an  accpmplifh- 
ed  man,  incapable  cf  hurting  the  royal  party."—- 
This  alone  was  fufficient  to  deter  the  legiflature 
from  appointing  him  a  diredtor ;  but  it  has  been 
fince  difcovered,  that  the  greateft  part  of  the  corre- 
fpondence  was  forged,  exprefsly  for  the  purpofe  of 
catting  an  odium  on  a  virtuous  man. 

Cambaceres,  in  the  month  of  March  1796,  was 
appointed  a  member  of  the  national  inftitute,  and  he 
proved  very  foon  that  his  extenfive  mind  could  em- 
brace literary  ^s  well  as  political  tranfadlions.  The 
reflexions  he  delivered  in  his  fpeech  at  the  firft  fit- 
ting of  that  celebrated  fociety,  in  refpe£t  to  the  claf- 
fification  of  the  feveral  branches  of  fcience,  and  the 
order  of  the  correfpondence,  were  replete  with  good 
fenfe,  and  adopted  accordingly.* 

Cambaceres  is  a  modeft,  unafluming  man ;  his 
drefs  is  very  plain,  and  perhaps  a  little  too  much 
negle&ed;  he  loves  meditation,  and  delights  in  foli- 
tary  walks ;  is  about  forty-five  years  old,  of  a  middle 
fize,  and  a  thin,  pale,  countenance. 

LAKANAL. 

This  is  one  of  the  moft  determined  republicans 
in  France. 

He  is  a  native  of  a  fmall  town  in  the  ci-devant 
province  of  Foix,  and  was  formerly  a  prieft.  His 
principles,  decidedly  democratical,  induced  the  elec- 
toral aflembly  of  his  native  country,  now  known 

by 
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by  the  name  of  le  Departement  de  FArriege,  to 
appoint  him  a  cteputy  to  the  National  Convention. 

Lakanal  is  faid  to  have  commenced  his  political 
career  with  a  pamphlet  publifhed  in  Paris,  in  the 
month  of  January  1793,  fome  days  previoufly  to  the 
trial  of  the  king,  bearing  the  title  cf  Effai  fur  la 
Conjuration  de  la  Maijon  Capetienne  contre  la  Li- 
berte  Publique.  The  motto  was  taken  from  a  tra- 
gedy of  Seneca — Viflhna  baud  ulla  amplior  potejl^ 
magifque  opima  maRari  quam  Rex. 

On  that  awful  day  which  was  to  decide  the  fate 
of  Louis,  while  fome  deputies  declared  for  exile,  fome 
for  confinement,  and  others  for  an  appeal  to  the  people, 
Lakanal,  when  he  was  to  give  his  vote,  ftarted  from 
his  feat,  and  fluking  his  hat  very  violently,  delivered 
only  thefe  few  memorable  words — Les  republicans 
parlent  peu  :  Mort  !  This  fadt  is  recorded  in  the 
Prods  Verbal,  and  alfo  in  the  Moniteur. 

It  was  long  before  Lakanal  a&ed  any  confpicuous 
part  in  the  convention.  In  the  month  of  Auguft 
1793,  during  the  prefidence  of  Robefpierre  and 
Billaud  Varenne  (that  is  to  fay,  in  the  greateft  heat 
of  fanfcullotifme)  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  fecre- 
taries  of  the  legiflative  body,  jointly  with  Amar, 
Leonard  Bourdon,  Duhem,  Gamier,  &c.  On  the 
death  of  Fabre  d'Eglantine,  which  occurred  in  the 
fucceeding  year,  he  was  nominated  a  member  of  the 
fir  ft  fedhon  of  the  committee  then  employed  on  the 
important  object  of  publick  inftru&ion,  the  orga- 
nization of  fchools,  and  the  publication  of  element 
tary  books, 
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From  that  moment  the  exertions  of  Lal^anal  were 
folely  directed  to  the  benefit  and  glory  of  his  native 
country,  In  his  zeal  originated  the  noble  plan  of 
(VEcole  Norma le)  the  Normal  School,  to  which 
fixteen  of  the  greateft  literary  chara£ters  in  France 
were  attached  as  profefibrs,  and  all  the  learned 
men  in  the  departments  were  to  be  fent  thither  as 
ftudents,  in  order  that  one  general  mode  of  inftruc- 
tion  might  prevail  throughout  the  whole  extent  of 
the  republ:ck. 

Lakanal  had  of  courfe  the  honour  to  be  ele&ed 
a  fuperintendent,  together  with  his  colleague  Mr. 
de  l'Eyre,  and  on  the  day  of  inauguration  deli- 
vered a  fpeech  to  the  profefTors  and  ftudents  which 
reflected  the  greateft  honour  on  his  abilities  and 
patriotifm. 

Having  juft  mentioned  M.  de  1'Eyre,  and  being 
unable  to  affign  a  feparate  article  to  this  refpe&able 
chara£ter,  1  fhall  here  obfei  ve,  by  the  bye,  that  he 
was  a  philofopher  of  the  old  fchool,  above  fixty  years 
of  age;  in  fhort,  a  ftar  in  the  galaxy  of  the  French 
philofophers  of  the  laft  generation.  :  He  was  an 
Abbe,  fellow  of  the  French  Academy,  and  fo  early  as 
the  ye$r  1754  he  had  published  the  Analyfis  of  Lord 
Bacon's  works.  He  was  alfo  an  Encyclopedift,  and 
the  author  of  the  article  Fanatifme,  which,  according 
to  a  religious  French  journalift,  etoit  a /fez  fana- 
tique. 

He  had  likewife  written  an  eflay  Sur  la  Vie  de 
M.  Thomasy  and  having  been  appointed,  jointly  with 

Condi  llacf 
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Condillac,  inftruftor  to  the  prefent  Duke  of  Parma, 
this  circumftance  gave  occafion  to  Voltaire  to  re- 
mark, in  one  of  his  letters  to  D'Alembert,  w  que  la 
philofophie  s'etoit  montree  en  Italie^  mats  la  congre- 
gation de  I' Index  I'avoit  profcrite"  The  Abbe  de 
PEyre  was  laftly  a  deputy  to  the  Convention,  and 
fat  in  the  council  of  Elders  during  the  fubfequent 
legiflature ;  he  is  fince  dead,  having  breathed  his  laft 
in  1797. 

Immediately  after  the  eftablifhment  of  the  Nor- 
mal School  at  Paris,  the  central  fchools-  in  the  de- 
partments were  to  be  organized.  Lakanal  was  the 
zealous  advocate  of  thefe  munificent  eftabli  foments 
in  the  committee  of  publick  inftru&ion,  and  after- 
wards the  reporter  of  the  labours  of  the  committee 
in  the  Convention. 

By  a  decree  of  the  7th  Ventofe,  in  the  third  year, 
thefe  fchools  were  affixed  to  each  department,  and 
Lakanal  was  fent  on  miflion  to  a  confiderable  num- 
ber of  them,  on  purpofe  to  carry  the  projeft  into 
execution.  He  accordingly  fet  out  from  Paris  in 
the  month  of  April  1795,  and  difplayed  much  laud- 
able activity  on  the  occafion.  The  fchools,  how- 
ever, were  not  brought  into  a£Hon,  for  it  was  found 
that  fome  material  alterations  ought  to  take  place 
in  refpeft  to  the  diftribution  of  the  chairs,  and  alfo 
in  the  honorarium  of  the  profeflbrs.  The  allowances 
of  thefe  latter  were  fixed  at  3000  livres  in  the  fmall 
communes,  at  4000  in  greater  towns,  and  at  5000 
in  the  large  cities.  The  gradual  and  rapid  decay  of 
the  affignats  foon  baffled  this  fcheme,  and  the  French 
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government    referved  the  final  completion  of*  this 
grand  project  for  a  period  of  peace  and  tranquillity. 

Lakanal  foon  after  employed  his  zeal  more  fuccefs- 
fully,  by  eftabiJfhing  a  fchool  for  the  Oriental  lan- 
guages in  the  national  library;  anteriour  to  the  revo- 
lution, they  had  been  taught  in  the  college  de  France. 
He  made  his  report  to  the  national  convention  on  the 
10th  Germinal,  and  after  having  animadverted  on 
the  neceflity  of  encouraging  thefe  ftudies,  in  order  to 
improve  the  agents  of  foreign  diplomacy,  and  to  en- 
able the  French  confuls  to  aft  efficacioufly  for  the 
interefts  of  the  repubuck,  he  exhibited  a  geographi- 
cal xhart  of  all  the  Oriental  languages,  entered  into 
a  variety  of  curious  particulars  refpe&ing  them, 
pointed  out  the  moft  intereiting  diale&s,  and  con- 
cluded with  obferving,  that  though  Tome  of  thefe 
were  formerly  taught  in  the  college  de  France^  they 
were  not  attended  with  fuccefs,  owing  to  a  variety 
of  reafons,  befides  the  inconvenience  of  the  place. 

"  The  manufcripts  and  the  printed  books  in  the 
Oriental  languages,''  faidhe, "  were  extremely  fcarce 
and  dear,  .and  both  the  profefforS  and  ftudents  were 
deprived  of  the  proper  means  of  labouring  with  any 
profpeft  of  fuccefs :  The  national  library  alone  can 
afford  the  neceffary  elements  to  this  interefting  efta- 
blifhment." 

It  was  accordingly  fo  decreed  by  the  national  con- 
vention, and  the  chairs  of  the  vu5ar  Arab,  Tartar, 
Turkifh,  Perfian,-  and  Malay  ^  languages  were  foon 
filled  with  able  profeilbrs. 

A  vio* 
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A  violent  ftorm  impended  over  the  head  of  this 
deputy,  during  the  fummer  of  1795.  He  had  been 
defcribed,  by  the  royalift  faction,  as  an  atheift,  mere- 
ly becaufe  he  had  been  a  mountaineer.  He  was  ac- 
cordingly expofed  to  the  bittereft  revilings,  and  in* 
ye&ives,  and  was  adtuaily  compelled  to  write  his 
apology,  and  publifh  it  in  printed  bills  on  the  walls 
and  avenues  of  the  Palais-Royal  and  the  chief  build- 
ings in  Paris. 

He  declared,  that  he  had  always  deferved  well  of 
his  country,  that  he  had  not  acquired  a  fmgle  livre 
by  the  revolution,  and  that  his  only  crime  was  the 
having  profefled  republican  principles,  and  voted  for 
the  death  of  "  Le  Tyran  defapatrie*"  Had  the 
infurgent  fe£tions  acquired  an  afcendency,  there  i£ 
no  doubt  but  Lakanal  would  have  been  the  firft 
vi&irn. 

This  deputy  was  one  of  the  two  thirds  who  remain-* 
ed  in  the  legiflative  body  at  the  period  of  the  new 
cle£tionsj  he  accordingly  retained  his  feat  in  the 
council  of  five  hundred. 

In  the  fitting  of  the  14th  Brumaire,  4th  year,  he 
delivered  a  report  on  the  elementary  books  prefented 
by  feveral  learned  men  for  the  firft  branch  of  educa- 
tion, in  the  primary  fchools.  This  report  was  foon 
printed,  jointly  with  the  notice  of  the  books,  and  a  con- 
cife  encyclopedick  map  of  all  the  clafTes  and  fedtions 
of  inftruflion.     It  is  certainly  an  able  compofition, 

on  account  of  the    found  judgment  and  extenfive 

1  ■    ■-.-...-,-, ,.  .  ,  ,     . .. 

*  The  tyrant  of  his  country. 
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views  it  difplays,  and  it  may  perhaps  be  considered  as 
a  great  misfortune  that  it  has  not  yet  been  tranflated 
into  Englifh. 

It  is  neceflary,  however,  to  ftate,  that  Lakanal, 
notwithftanding  his  great  celebrity  abroad,  does  not 
enjoy  in  Paris  the  reputation  of  a  man  of  general 
knowledge.  His  detractors  aflert,  thathis  capacity 
is  mean,  and  that  he  makes  up  in  zeal  and  ac- 
tivity, what  he  wants  in  talents.  They  add,  that 
for  his  fcientifick  fpeeches  and  reports  he  is  indebted 
to  the  labours  of  the  literary  men  who  compofe  the 
jury  of  public  inftrudtion,  under  the  infpe&ion  of  the 
committee,  and  that  he  had  merely  the  trouble  to  get 
the  particulars  by  heart.  But  thefe  are  vague  ac- 
cufations,  which  favour  more  of  envy  than  truth. 

It  is  to  be  remarked,  however,  that  he  was  never 
fuccefsful  in  thofe  motions  and  fpeeches  delivered 
before  the  legifiatiye  body,  which  were  not  the  re- 
fult  of  long  and  fedate  meditation.  Soon  after  the 
revolution  of  the  13th  Vendemiaire^  which  put  an 
end  to  the  perplexity  of  the  republicans,  he  made  a 
difcourfe  in  the  convention,  tending  to  deftroy  all 
the  latent  feede  of  royaliim  and  ariftocracy,  to  banifh 
all  fufpedted  perfons,  to  permit  all  thofe  diflatisfied 
with  the  republican  government  to  emigrate  and  re- 
alife  their  eftates  ;  and  in  order  to  prevent  feditious 
meetings  in  future,  he  propofed  that  the -Palais- 
Royal  fhould  be  'demolimed,  as  it  had  always  been 
the  focus  of  every  plot  and  infurre£tion.  The  con- 
vention was  infenfible  to  thefe  proportions.  Many 
of  the  members  were  (hocked  at  the  idea  of  deftroy- 


ing 
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ing  the  beautiful  and  majeflick  building  of  the 
.Palais -Roy ah,  and  Lakanal  had  the  mortification  to 
fee  his  colleagues  call  for  the  order  of  the  day. 

A  fliort  time  after- this,  he  moved,  that  all  the 
young  men  in  Paris  fhould  be  fent  to  the  army  in 
virtue  of  the  new  requifition,  and  while  fpeaking  on 
the  fubjecT:,  he  treated  them  with  great  contempt, 
and  termed  them  polijfons  miferables  *.  On  this  oc- 
cafion  alfo,  he  received  but  little  encouragement. 

The  writer  of  the  prefent  article  can  teftify,  that 

M.  Lakanal  poffefles  no  talents  for  eloquence.     In 

the  month  of  April  17 95,  he  was  one  night  at  the 

committee  of  publick  inftru£tion,  and  happened   to 

hear   him   deliver  a   fpeech   to    his   colleagues    on 

the  celebration  of  Decadis.     On  that  occafion,  he 

not  only  remarked  in  the  orator  a  deficiency  of 
method,  energy,   and   language,   but,   as   far  as  a 

foreigner  can  judge,  he  did  not  even  pofiefs  that 
degree  of  perfpicuity  fo  congenial  to  the  French 
language 

Lakanal  is  a  man  about  forty,  of  the  middle  fize, 
long  face,  and  dark  complexion.  He  is  pitted  with 
the  fmall  pox.  No  charge  has  ever  been  brought 
againft  him  on  the  fcore  of  ambition  or  peculation. 
He  has,  however,  been  often  reviled  on  account  of 
a  fuppofed  deficiency  in  refpe£t  to  religious  princi- 
ples. The  writer  of  La  ^uotidienne^  alluding  to  the 
commemoration  of  the  King's  execution,  on  the  21ft 
of  January  1797,  in  the  cathedral  of  Paris,  at  which 

> ! —. 1 

*  Defpicable  wretches, 
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all  the  conftituted  authorities  were  prefent,  faid— - 
LyEglife  de  notre  Dame  a  hi  le  lieu  de  lei  fete  des 
Cannihales.  Le  bon  Dieu  n'y  etoit  pas  alors :  mats 
le  grand~pretre  Sieyes  a  officii  pontificate  me  nt^ajji/le 
de  fes  grands-vicaireS)  le  pritre  Lakanal  et  Pex- 
capncin  Gumoyard. 

Notwithftandirig  thefe  farcafms,  which  add  to 
the  merriment  of  the  day,  and  ceafe  with  the  laugh 
to  which  they  give  birth,  Lakanal  will  always  be 
refpe£ted  on  account  of  his  learning,  quoted  onac« 
count  of  his  zeal,  and  if  his  native  country  is  deftined 
to  continue  a  commonwealth,  his  name  will  perhaps 
flefcend  with  praife  to  pofterity,  on  account  of  his 
republican  energy, 

x  meh£e, 

Was  formerly  a  nobleman,  and  known  by  the  name 
of  le  Chevalier  de  Latouche. 

Previoufly  to  the  revolution  he  travelled  through 
a  confiderable  part  of  Europe,  lived  a  great  many 
years  in  Poland,  and  was  an  eye-witnef>  to  the  fa- 
mous revolution  that  occurred  there  in  May  1791  \  in 
confequenee  of  fubfequent  events  this  proved  fatal 
to  the  independence  of  that  once  mighty  and  gallant 
nation* 

Towards  the  latter  part  of  the  fame  year,  Mehee 
returned  to  his  natjve  country,  where  he  foon  gave 
a  fpecimen  of  the  information  obtained  by  him  during 
his  travels,  by  a  work  entitled,  UHijloire  de  la 
pretendue  Revolution  de  Palagne* 

This 
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This  was  well  received,  being  the  firft  attempt 
towards  a  proper  idea  of  the  important  obje£l  alluded 
to  in  the  title. 

All  the  intelligence  from  Warfaw  detailed  either 
in  the  French  or  Englifh  papers,  reprefented  the  re- 
volution as  a  matter  piece  of  refined  policy;  but 
fome  well  -informed  people  refufed  to  give  credit  to 
fuch  exaggerated  encomiums,  and  flirewdly  fufpe&ed 
the  intrigues  of  the  cabinet  of  Warfaw.  It  was  re- 
ferved  for  this  author  to  confider  the  event  in  its  true 
point  of  view,  for  he  exhibited  the  real  difpofition  cf 
the  Polifli  people ;  he  revealed  the  fecret  practices  of 
the  court,  and  he  difcovered  the  hand  that  directed 
the  operations  of  the  Diet  of  Warfaw. 

The  talents  and  patriotifm  of  Mehee,  added  to 
the  fame  fo  recently  acquired  by  him  as  a  judicious 
writer,  called  aloud  for  fome  confiderable  employ- 
ment in  the  new  order  of  things.  Unfortunately, 
he  was  appointed  along  with  Tallien,  as  joint  fecre- 
tary  to  the  municipality  of  Paris,  and  fome  months 
after  thought  himfelf  obliged  by  virtue  of  his  employ- 
ment, and  by  the  orders  of  his  fuperiours,  to  coun- 
tenance in  fome  fmall  degree,  the  aflaffinations  of  the 
2d  and  3d  of  September.  This  of  courfe  has  fub- 
je&ed  him  to  the  philippicks  of  the  ariftocracy,  and 
the  marked  cenfures  of  all  honeft  meji. 

Mehee  continued  in  the  municipality  of  Paris  du- 
ring the  f^bfequent  reign  of  terrour,  and,  like  a  great 
many  others,  became  a  Dantonljl^  being  an  admirer 
of  the  excentrick  genius  of  that  extraordinary  man. 
After  the  death  of  his  political  chieftain,  this  was 
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confidered  as  an  inexpiable  crime  in  the  eyes}  of  Ro- 
befpierre.  Orders  were  accordingly  iflued  for  the 
arreft  of  Mehee,  and  he  would  have  certainly  been 
fent  to  the  fatal  guillotine,  or  waited  in  confinement 
for  the  9th  Thermidory  if  he  had  not  been  able  to 
effeft  his  efcape. 

It  was  generally  imagined,  that  he  was  indebted 
for  the  timely  intelligence  of  his  danger,  to  the  zeal 
of  his  old  friend  Billaud,  a  colleague  of  the  Dema- 
gogue in  the  committee  of  public  fafety. 

Mehee  left  Paris  difguifed  as  a  waggoner,  by  avail- 
ing himfelf,  on  this  occafion,  of  a  civick  card  bor- 
rowed from  one  of  his  friends,  to  whom  he  foon  after 
returned  it,  enclofed  in  a  letter. 

He  remained  in  obfcurity,  in  a  fmall  provincial 
town,  not  only  during  the  remainder  of  the  di&ator's 
reign,  but  likewife  during  the  firft  efforts  of  the 
Thermidorean  rea&ioru  ■*■  A>t  length  he  repaired  to 
Paris  in  1795,  and  applied  to  Tallfen,  Louvet,  &c. 
to  obtain  employment. 

His  friends  were  fenfible  of  the  ju  ft  ice  of  his  claims, 
and  even  deemed  it  highly  important  for  the  interefts 
of  the  republick,  that  a  man  of  his  abilities  fhould  be 
readmitted  into  the  bofom  of  their  party.  The  pub- 
lick  indignation  had  already  attained  its  grand  objeit 
— ->to  crufh  terrorism  or  jacobinifm.  But  it  was 
feared,  left  it  fhould  go  a  little  beyond  the  mark,  and 
excite  the  love  of  royalty.  To  preferve  the  juft 
medium  between  thefe,  the  committees  of  govern- 
ment refolved  that  two  or  three  journalifts  fhould  be 
fubfidifed,  with  a  view  of  infuftng  into  the  minds  of 

the 
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the  French  the  true  fpirit  of  the  new  conftitution. — 
It  was  with  this  intention  that  Louvet  was  directed  to 
refume  his  Sentinelle^  and  Mehee,  and  Real  (another 
zealot  of  republicanifm,  and  formerly  an  advocate  in 
the  parliament  of  Paris)  were  charged  with  the  di- 
rection of  Le  Journal  des  Patriotes  de  1789. 

During  the  fummer  of  1795,  this  paper  was  in 
great  repute.  It  was  the  fcourge  of  the  royalifts> 
the  ariftocrats,  the  fufpe£ted  reprefentatives,  and  all 
the  journalifts  who  profefTed  anti-republican  opi- 
nions. 

It  was,  however,  at  the  fame  time  greatly  cen- 
fured  on  account  of  the  farcafms  with  which  it 
abounded.  M.  la  Harpe,  whofe  name  is  another  word 
for  academical  glory,  openly  profeffed  royalifmzni  ca- 
tholicifm ;  he  was  actually  feen  every  Sunday  at  mafs  ! 
Mehee,  (hocked  at  fo  notorious  an  apoftacy  from  his 
former  opinions,  called  him  le  Pere  Hilarion  la 
Harpe^  which  phrafe  foon  became  an  epithet  of 
derifion  in  refpedt  to  the  Neftor  of  French  literature. 

When  M.  Gregoire*,  the  moft  refpe&able  man 
among  the  clergy  of  France,  iflued  a  paftoral 
letter,  enjoining  the  celibacy  of  priefts,  M.  Mehee 
publifhed  an  epiftle,  under  the  name  of  Gratiolct^  a 
fuppofed  married  clergyman,  beginning  thus:— - 
J'aime  mieux  pajfer  ?nes  jours  dans  lei  bras  d'une 
ipoufe  legitime^  que  d'etre  un  pretre  concubinaire 
tomme  Monfeigneur  Ueveque  de  Bloisf.     It  is  but 

*  Conftitutional  Bifhop  of  Blois. 

•f  I  love  better  to  fpend  my  days  in  the  arms  of  a  legitimate  wife, 
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ittle  wonder  if  a  fevere  retaliation  took  place  on  the 
part  of  the  ariftocratical  journalifts;  they  accordingly 
laviflied  on  him,  among  other  fimilar  epithets,'  the 
title  of  Mehie,  le  patriote  exclufif  de  2de  et  yne 
Septembre, 

By  the  mere  exertion  of  his  natural  abilities, 
Mehee,  who  had  already  di(?inguiftied  himfelf  as  a 
man  of  letters,  proved  himfelf  alio  capable  of  being 
a  good  foldier.  On  the  memorable  13th  Vende- 
miaire,  while  Freron,  Buonaparte,  Barras,  &c.  headed 
the  regular  troops  of  the  republick  againft  the  rebel- 
lious feftions,  Mehee  took  the  command  of  the  Pa- 
rifian  patriots  in  the  garden  of  the  Thuilleries,  and 
a£ted  with  fo  much  zeal,  fagacity,  and  intrepidity,  on 
this  occafion,  that  in  the  opinion  of  the  beft  military 
men  in  France,  the  volunteers  <under  his  command 
fell  little  fhort,  in  point  of  bravery,  of  the  veteran 
foldiers.  The  committee  of  general  fecurity,  in 
order  to.afford  a  proof  of  its  fatisfa&ion,  prefented 
him  with  a  beautiful  fabre  of  moft  exquifite  work- 
manfhip. 

This  event  occurred  at  the  period  of  the  new  elec- 
tions, and  both  Real  and  Mehee  were  at  that  time 
likely  to  be  appointed  deputies  to  the  Council  of 
Five  Hundred,  either  by  Paris  or  the  departments. 
They  were,  however,  excluded  by  a  decree  of  the 
AfTembly,  prohibiting  any  of  the  journalifts  from 
being  members  o£  the  new  legiflature.  Their 
fervices  were  rewarded  in  another  way :  Real 
was  created  bid  r'<  grapher  of  the  French  repub- 
lick,  and  Mehee  under  fecretary  (chef  de  bureau] 

of 


MEHEE.  417 

ef  war,  with  appointments  to  the  amount  of  fourteen 
thoufand  French  livres. 

While  a&ing  in  this  capacity  (in  Dec.  1795)  the 
latter  was  fent  on  a  fecret  mifliDn  to  Belgium.— 
The  motive  of  this  million  has  never  tranfpired; 
but  it  was  confidently  reported  that  its  fecret  objeft 
was  to  afcertain  the  intentions  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Auftrian  Netherlands,  who,  being  intoxicated 
with  the  recent  victories  of  Marftial  de  Clairfait,, 
were  contriving  plots-  to  throw  themfelves  into  the 
arms  of  their  former  matters. 

Truth  requires  us  to  ftate  that  Mehee  wras  about 
this  time  charged  with  peculations  to  an  enormous: 
amount.  But  this  accufation  was  not  only  devoid 
©f  proof,  but  it  was  utterly  improbable;  for  at  his. 
return  to  Paris,  he  was  (ken  in  the  fame  fober  track 
he  had  purfued  previoufly  to  his  million.  It  is,  how- 
ever, worthy  of  remark,  that  he  never  refumed  his 
employment  in  the  office  of  fecretary  at  war. 

Thefe  frequent  difappointments,  perhaps,  induced 
Mehee  to  participate  in  the  democratical  confpiracy 
attributed  to  Drouet;  and  certainly,  from  his  abili- 
ties and  adiivity,  he  muft  be  confidered,  next  to. 
Buonarroti,  as  the  bell  qualified  perfon  for  carrying 
it  into  execution.  He  was,  however,  more  fhrewd 
than  that  Italian;  for  he  kept  himfelf  fo  well  con- 
cealed behind  the  curtain,  that  notwithstanding  the 
moft  rigorous  inquiries  on  the  part  of  the  Directory, 
and  the  confinement  of  the  chiefs,  it  was  not  before 
the  end  of  three  months  that  his  guilt  was  dete&ed. 
Orders  were  then  iffued  for  feizing  him;  but  he  was, 
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once  more  fortunate  enough  to  effe£t  his  efcape  from 
Paris.  ( 

He  remained  in  his  concealment,  like  Marius  of 
old,  in  the  marfhes  of  Miiiturruas,  from  July  1796, 
to  September  1798.  Having  formerly  availed  him- 
felf  of  the  ariftocratical  jubilee  of  the  9th  Thermidor^ 
to  efcape  from  the  vengeance  of  the  terrorifts,  he 
now  took  advantage  of  the  jacobin  jubilee  of  the 
1 8th  FruSfidor^  to  fave  himfelf  from  the  moderates. 
After  this  he  once  more  became  a  man  of  importance 
in  the  Republick;  and  no  fooner  was  Angereau  ap- 
pointed commander  in  chief  to  the  army  of  the  Rhine, 
than  he  was  made  fecretary-general,  a  place  of  high 
honour  and  great  emoluments. 

We  do  not  know  what  has  become  of  him  fince 
the  army  of  the  Rhine  was  fuppr'efled  by  an  arrets 
of  the  Dire&ory,  and  Angereau  fent  to  Perpignan 
to  take  the  command  of  the  new  army  of  the  Py- 
renees, deftined,  as  was  thought,  to  march  againft 
Portugal. 

Mehee  is  about  thirty-fix  years  of  age,  and  one  of 
the  handfomeft  men  in  Paris,  He  is  rather  more 
than  fix  feet  high,  well  proportioned,  has  a  round 
face,  fair  hair,  and  a  fmiling  and  prepoffeffing  coun-^ 
tenance.  From  what  we  have  faid  of  him,  it  is  eafy 
to  guefs  that  he  is  a  well-informed,  fteady  republican, 
and  ^a  refolute  and  active  patriot,  but,  at  the  fame 
time,  a  man  of  immoderate  ambition,  and  of  a  turbu- 
lent and  danger6us  character. 

Juft  as  Mehee  was  difmifled  from  the  War-office, 
and  confequintly  not  on  good  terms  with  the  Direc- 
tory, 
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tory,  the  feaft  of  the  national  victories  was  celebrated 
in  the  Cha?np  de  Mars.  Carnot  fuperintended  the 
ceremony,  and,  by  his  direction,  triumphal  arches 
were  erected,  with  the  following  haughty  infcrip- 
tion: — •"  Orgueilleux  !  vous  courberez  la 
tete."  A  fmart  epigram,  in  allufion  to  the  above, 
foon  appeared  againft  Carnot,  and  Mehee  was  fuf- 
pecSied  to  be  the  author  of  it. 

Some  days  after,  M.  Carnot's  lady  was  brought 
to  bed.  This  afforded  an  opportunity  to  the  witty 
author  of  the  journal,  Le  Mejfager  du  Soiry  to  make 
merry  at  the  expence  of  both.  La  Citoyenne  Di- 
reprice  Carnot  (faid  he)  eft  accouchee  d'^n  jolt  petit 
Direfieur.  Allons^  Mehee  !  voila  pour  le  Decemvir^ 
qui  ne  vous  paye  plusj  le  fujet  d'une  epigramme  aujji 
piquante,  pour  le  moins^  que  celui  de  la  fete  des  vie- 
toires  nationales*. 


ROMME. 

Gilbert  Romme  was  a  native  of  a  fmall  town  in 
the  province  of  the  ci-devant  Auvergne,  a  man  of 
letters  himfelf,  and  nephew  to  the  famous  Charles 
Romme,  coirefpondent  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences, 
and  profeflbr  of  hydography  in  the  port  of  Rochfort, 
who,  fome  years  before  the  revolution,  publifhed  the 


*  The  Citizen  Dire&refs  Carnot  is  juft  delivered  of  a  handfome 
little  Direftor.  Ah,  Mehee  !  this  will  be  the  fubjecl  of  as  bitter  aft 
epigram  againft  the  Decemvir  who  no  longer  pays  you,  as  that  fur- 
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valuable  work,  entitled  "  Di£tionnaire  de  la  Marine 
Fran^aife." 

Gilbert  Romme  was  indebted  to  his  abilities  and 
patriotifm  for  his  appointment  as  deputy  to  the  Na- 
tional Convention  for  the  department  of  Puy  de 
Drome,  which  includes  the  place  of  his  birth. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  he  was  perhaps  the 
only  mountaineer  of  fome  weight  in  the  legiflature, 
during  the  reign  of  the  Girondifts ;  for  we  find  that 
in  April  1793,  when  Del  mas  and  Lafource  were 
prefidents,  he  was  appointed  fecretary  to  the  Conven- 
tion, along  with  Lareveilliere  Lepeaux,  Gatran,  and 
Dculcet. 

At  the  downfal  of  the  Gironde,  he  a<?ced  a  more 
important  part,  and  after  the  month  of  Frimaire,  fe- 
fecond  year,  he  himfelf,  more  than  once,  was  nomi- 
nated to  the  chair  of  the  legislative  body. 

His  literary  abilities  procured  his  appointment  to 
the  committee  of  publick  inftrudlion.  It  was  ftrongly 
reported  that  he  affifted  Fabre  d'Eglantine  in  the 
conftru&ion  of  the  new  calendar,  and  that  it  was  he 
who  fuggefted  the  idea  of  marking  every  day  of  the 
year  with  the  name  of  a  plant,  and  every  quintidi 
with  that  of  an  animal.  This  afforded  an  opportu- 
nity to  the  wits  of  Paris  to  remark,  that  the  repub- 
licans had  made  great  ftrides  towards  civilifation  by 
fubftituting  oxen,  afles,  and  hogs,  for  St.  Jerome,  St. 
Ambrofe,  and  St.  Auguftin  ! 

Romme  likewife  affifted  in  forwarding  Condorcet's 
plan  for  pubiick  inftruftion  throughout  the  whole 
extent  of  the  commonwealth.     It  was  thought  that 

ail  • 
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all  the  ideas  relative  to  the  agricultural  part  of 
this  immenfe  and  beneficent  fcheme  appertained  to 
Romme.  He  acquired,  however,  a  ftill  higher  repu- 
tation by  his  Annuaire  du  Cultivateur^  which  he 
laid  before  the  legislature,  in  the  fitting  of  the  30th 
Pluviofe,  fecond  year.  "  I  prefent,"  faid  he,  "  to 
the  Convention  a  work,  in  which  every  thing  has  a 
relation  to  the  firft  of  arts — Husbandry;  and  I 
defire  you,  in  the  name  of  the  committee  of  publiclc 
inftru&ion,  to  include  this  book  among  the  ele- 
mentary tradis  defigned  for  the  fchools  of  the  re- 
public." 

.Romme  was  unconcerned  at  the  fall  of  Robefpierre, 
to  whom  he  was  never  perfonally  attached.  But  he 
did  not  behold  with  the  fame  indifference  the  return- 
ing fpirit  of  royalty  and  ariftocracy,  that  fucceeded 
the  death  of  that  demagogue.  He  regretted  that 
the  republick  fhould  be  expofed  to  fo  many  dangers; 
that  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people  fhould  be  per- 
fected and  vilified  by  their  own  colleagues;  and  that 
the  name  of  a  patriot  fhould  have  nearly  become 
fynonimous  to  that  of  an  afiaffin  and  a  drinker  of 
human  blood. 

It  is  alfo  but  juflicc  to  obferve,  that  he  behaved 
with  the  greateft  prudence  and  moderation  in  his 
publick  capacity,  during  the  fummer  of  1794  and  the 
winter  of  1795.  It  is,  therefore,  a  pity  that  he 
fhould  have  been  involved  in  the  confpiracy  of  the 
1  ft  Pretrial,  which  coft  him  his  life. 

It  has  been  fo  often  neceflary  to  recur  to  this  event, 
and  fo  clofelv  is  it  ronnerterl  wii-h  thf»*V»i»mJrlr  AmtYi 
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of  the  deputy  Romme,  that  it  may  not  be  amifs  to 
mention  a  few  of  the  particulars  here.  The  writer 
of  this  article  can  relate  them  with  exa£tnefs ;  for  he 
was  an  eye-witnefs  of  the  whole  cataftrophe. 

Ever  fince  the  12th  Germinal^  third  year,  when 
fo  many  deputies  of  Robefpierre's  party-  were  pro- 
fcribed,  a  ftrong  ferment  had  prevailed  in  Paris,  more 
efpecially  in  the  fuburbs,  where  Cambon,  Roffignol, 
and  other  mountaineers,  had  fought  for  and  found  an 
afylum.  It  is  highly  probable  that  thefe  were  the 
inftigators  and  the  contrivers  of  the  infurredlion : 
but  whether  that  be  the  cafe  or  not,  the  poor  inha- 
bitants were  daily  opprefled  and  infulted  by  the  Pa- 
rifian  mufcadins^  and  the  people  at  large  were  in  a 
ftate  of  diftrefs,  little  fliort  of ' fiarv a ti on. 

At  lengthy  on  the  ift  Pr atrial  3d  year,  (19th  May 
1795)  the  inhabitants  of  the  fuburbs,  having  taken 
fome  cannon  from  the  arfenal,  and  armed  themfelves 
with  guns  and  fabres,  to  the  number  of  about  twenty 
thoufand,  marched  againft  the  Convention,  each  of 
them  wearing  in  his  hat  a  bit  of  paper,  with  the  in- 
fcription— Du  pain  et  la  confutation  de  1793*. 

The  murder  of  the  reprefentative  Ferrand,  in  the 
hall  of  the  Convention,  the  uncommon  firmnefs  of 
the  Prefident  Boiffy  d'Anglas,  the  feditious  meeting 
of  the  municipality  in  the  Town-hall,  the  civil  war, 
the  victory  of  the  legiflature  over  the  rebels,  and 
the  other  confequences  of  this  dreadful  infurre&ion,  J 
(land  not  in  need  of  peculiar  notice  in  this  place. — 


*  "  Bread  and  the  conftitution  of  1793  !  ** 

Romme, 
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Romme,  however,  and  many  other  jacobin  repre- 
fentatives  (the  laft  remnant  of  the  Mountain)  were 
accufed  of  a  fecret  correfpondence  with  Cambon, 
who  had  hid  himfelf  in  the  Faubourg  St.  Antoiney 
and  alfo  with  conniving  at  the  proceedings  of  the 
rebels.  It  was  univerfally  reported  in  Paris  (for 
the  writer  was  not  in  the  hall  of  the  Convention  at 
that  time)  that  they  had  never  feconded  the  motions 
of  the  majority  of  their  colleagues,  and  that  they  had 
whifpered  to  fuch  of  the  deputies  as  were  next  to 
them, — Latffez  les  faire — "  Let  the  people  alone.'* 

It  is  peculiar  to  the  French  revolution,  that  the 
moft  awful  events  have  been  conduced  with  arapi* 
dity  beyond  the  poffibility  of  calculation.  No  one 
of  them,  however,  was  ever  accompanied  with  fitch 
celerity  in  point  of  oppofition  as  that  experienced  by 
the  rebellious  fe£tions  on  the  ift  PrairiaL  The 
commune  of  Paris  was  made  refponfible  for  every 
attempt  againft  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people; 
the  committees  of  government  were  declared  to  be 
permanent;  the  municipal  officers,  holding  their 
fittings  in  the  Town-hall,  were  proclaimed  out- 
laws, and  fourteen  deputies  were  arrefted  and  con- 
fined; of  thefe,  eight  were  fo  fortunate  as  to  effeft 
their  efcape.  Romme,  Bourbotte,  Soubrany,  and 
three  others,  were  alfo  feized. 

In  the  next  fitting  (on  the  2d  Prairial)  a  decree  of 
accufation  was  enadted  againft  thefe  fix  deputies;  and 
as  the  revolutionary  tribunal  had  then  become  odious, 
a  military  commiffion  was  created  to  try  them.  This 
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was  the  firft  attempt  at  a  military  government  fince 
the  commencement  of  the  revolution. 

The  military  commiffion,  equally  abhorrent  to 
every  idea  of  humanity  and  juftice,  did  the  bufinefs 
full  as  well,  and  with  as  few  formalities,  as  any  re- 
volutionary tribunal  whatever;  for  in  three  or  four 
clays  the  confined  deputies  were  tried  and  fentenced 
to  death. 

Here  follows  the  fingular  and  aftonifhing  anecdote 
relative  to  the  cataftrophe  of  thefe  brave  and  unfor- 
tunate men. 

They  were  fully  fenfible  of  their  danger,- and  fome 
indications  had  been  given  to  them  that  their  ene- 
mies were  determined  on  their  death.  Although 
ftri&ly  watched  by  the  gendarme sy  Romme  had 
found  means  to  procure  a  ftrong  (harp-pointed  knife: 
this  he  carefully  concealed  in  his  pocket  without 
giving  the  leaft  intimation  of  the  circumftance  to 
his  companions. 

He  afterwards  obtained  the  favour,  from  the  mem- 
bers of  the  military  commiffion,  that  they  fhould  be 
placed,  during  their  trial,  within  a  bar,  fo  as  to  be 
feparated  from  the  gendarme  s>  whofe  view,  he  faid, 
was  extremely  odious  to  him  and  his  friends. 
No  fooncr  was  the  fentence  of  death  read  to  them, 
than  ,  Romme  exclaimed, — u  Achevez,  fcelerats  ! 
e'en  eft  fait  de  la  liberte;  mais  regardez  ce  que  ffa* 
vent  faire  les  patriotes*."     Then  drawing  the  knife 

*  "  Finifli,  ruffians  !    there  is  an  end  of  liberty  $  but,  behold 
what  patriots  can  achieve," 

from 
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from  his  pocket,  and  (tabbing  himfelf,  he  turned  to- 
wards his  companions, — "  Allons  mes,  camarades!" 
added  he  to  them,  "  fuivez  mon  exemple*." 

Thus  the  fatal  fteel,  reeking  with  the  blood  of  the 
intrepid  reprefentative,  was  handed  to  all  the  fix  in 
fucceffion,  each. of  them  {tabbing  himfelf,and  reaching. 
it  immediately  after  to  his  colleague  next  him. 

So  ended  the  lives  of  Romme  and  his  five  colleaguesy 
who  thereby  fet  an  example  of  courage  and  friendfhip 
unheard  of,  in  either  ancient  or  modern  hiftory,  and 
in  comparifon  to  which,  the  folitary  exertions  of 
Mutius  Scevola  and  Attilius  Regulus  feem  to  dwin- 
dle into  infi'gnificance. 

Romme  and  his  companions  were  all  of  them  merr 
of  acknowledged  honefty,  and  poffefled  many  eminent 
virtues.  At  the  time  of  their  death,  the  publiclc 
fpirit  was  fo  far  compreffed  by  the  predominant  fac- 
tion, or  what  might  not  unjuftly  be  called  the  Ther- 
midorean  terrorijm^  that  no  man  dared  to  pity 
them.  It  was  not  until  the  month  of  Novem- 
ber, that  a  few  journalifts  began  to  excite  the  publick. 
commiferation,  and  it  was  then  ftated  that  the  phi- 
lanthropy of  Romme  went  fo  far  as  to  refufe  a 
large  loaf  of  bread,  fent  to  him  by  a  friend  from 
Verfailles,.at  the  time  of  the  greateft  fcarcity  and  dif- 
trefs  in  Paris,  where  the  allowance  of  each  citizen  was 
only  two  ounces  per  day.  "  If  the  people,"  faid  he,. 
"  are  doomed  to  be  ftarved  on  account  of  their  efforts 
to  recover  liberty  and  equality,  their  reprefentatives 
ought  to  fet  the  firft  example." 

'  "  ■  ■'  '  ■  »|    .m   1  >    '  •» 


(    426    ) 


LECOINTRE 

Was  a  rich  merchant  of  Verfailles,  and  a  great 
friend  to  the  revolution,  from  the  firft  moment  of 
the  convocation  of  the  ftates-general.  It  is  well 
known  that  on  the  famous  proceffion  to  the  church  of 
Notre  Darne,  the  adjournment  to  the  jeu  de pawne*, 
and  every  other  important  event  which  took  place 
fo  long  as  the  national  aflembly  held  its  fittings  in 
that  city,  he  was  the  moft  forward  of  all  the  inha- 
bitants to  exhibit  his  attachment  to  the  caufe  of  li- 
berty. 

After  being  appointed  a  deputy  to  the  convention, 
he  was  generally  abfent  on  miffion  to  the  different 
departments,  and  made  no  figure  in  the  legiflative 
body  until  the  death  of  Robefpierre. 

It  is  but  doing  him  juftice  to  obferve,  that  he 
was  an  honeft  man,  who  being  uninformed  of  the 
Thermidorean  intrigues,  ruflied  into  the  greateft 
dangers  with  the  beft  poffible  intentions.  He  was 
fully  convinced  of  the  horrours  brought  upon  his 
country  by  the  decemvirs^  but  wholly  unacquainted 
with  the  fecret  fchemes  of  his  colleagues  in  refpeft 
to  that  fa&ion.-  Accordingly,  he  denounced  Collot, 
Barrere,  Billaud,  and  Vadier,  a  proceeding  which 
was  not  well  received  by  the  convention,  for  the 
members  exclaimed  on  every  fide,  (Les  pieces  !  Les 
pieces  ! )    The  proofs  !  the  proofs  ! 


*  TUe  Tennis  Court, 

This 
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This  was  not  only  the  fubjedt  of  great  mortification 
to  Lecointre,  but  indeed  fome  of  the  more  violent 
mountaineers  moved  that  he  fhould  be  committed  to 
the  Abbaye.  He  did  not,  however,  relinguifh  his 
project ;  for  having  at  laft  procured  the  neceffary  do- 
cuments to  fupport  every  article  of  his  charge,  he 
waited  for  a  more  favourable  opportunity  to  renew 
his  accufations ;  and  indeed,  in  about  a  month  after, 
he  publifhed  both  his  denunciations  and  the  proofs, 
and  prefented  them  to  the  legiflature,  at  the  fame 
time  exclaiming  aloud  to  his  colleagues,  "  I  hope 
you  will  not  now  cry,  les  pieces  !  les  pieces  !  " 

Lecointre  afterwards  afted  with  the  moderates  in 
order  to  crufh  what  they  called  Robefpierre's  tail 
(la  queue  de  Robefpierre.) 

But  when  he  beheld  the  irregular  conduct;  0? 
the  convention  refpe&ing  Duhem,  Chodieu,  and  fo 
many  others,  who  were  condemned  to  imprifon- 
ment  in  the  caftle  of  Ham,  without  trial,  he 
declared  himfelf  hoftile  to  fuch  arbitrary  proceed- 
ings. The  refult  was,  that  on  the  16th  Ger- 
minal, four  days  after  the  profcription  of  the  moun- 
taineers above  mentioned,  Lecointre  himfelf  was 
(decrete  d'ar  reflation)  decreed  to  be  in  a  ftate 
of  arreft.  This  ftep  fully  juftified  his  excla- 
mation, at  the  moment  of  his  feizure  in  the  hall  of 
the  convention— u  Eh  uiveni  les  polichinelles  mes 
collecrues  *  /  " 

*  Long  live  the  puncbwlks  my  colleagues. 

But 
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But  matters  did  not  ftop  there.  The  fecond  po- 
pular infurre&ion  (on  the  ift  Prairial)  was  dire^ed1 
by  Cambon  and  others,  who  had  taken  refuge  in 
the  Faubourg  St.  Antoine,  and  a  decree  of  aceufa- 
tion  was  ena£ted  againft  all  thofe  who^were  provi-- 
fionally  confined,  among  whom  was  Lecointre.— 
The  convention,  however,  evinced  no  anxiety  to 
bring  them  to  a  trial;  on  the  contrary,  Lecointre 
as  well  as  feveral  others  were  admitted  fome  months 
afterwards  to  the  benefit  of  the  general  amnefly. 

Since  that  period,  Lecointre  has  always  been 
employed  in  the  fervice  of  the  government,  and 
has  conducted  himfelf  on  every  occafion  with 
zeal  and  ability.  The  writer  of  this  article 
was  informed  at  Verfailles,  that  he  had  been, 
accufed  of  having  increafed  his  wealth  by  the 
revolution ;  this,  however,  is  at  beft  but  a  mere 
furmife.  It  is  certain,  on  the  other  hand,  that  he 
is  generally  beloved,,  and  that  it  is  owing  to  him. 
that  the  fine' avenues  of  Verfailles,  and  Marli,  did  not 
fall  a  prey  to  the  vandalifm  that  marked  the  firfi 
revolutionary:  movements. 


POULTIER 


Was  a  nobleman  of  Avignon,  and  a  Benedi&ine 
monk  in  that  city  prior  to  the  revolution.  He  had 
already  attained  the  reputation  of  a  man  of  letters, 
of  an  excellent  poet,  and  a  well-informed  hiftorian, 
when  that  event  took  place.     He  was.  one  of  the 

moft 
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moll  ftrenuous  partifans  of  liberty,  and  it  is  partly 
owing  to  his  zeal  and  a&ivity,  that  Avignon  and  the 
county  of  Venaiffin,  returned  under  the  dominion  of 
France,  after  having  languifhed  during  five  centuries 
beneath  the  authority  of  the  Popedom. 

Poultier  was  the  apoftle  of  this  revolution.  He 
inflamed  the  minds  of  the  Avignonefe  with  a  love  of 
liberty,  prevailed  on  them  to  urge  the  National  Af- 
fembly  for.  their  re-union,  drew  up  their  petitions, 
and  kept  up  a  regular  correfpondence  with  the  Pa- 
rifians,  in  fpite  of  the  threats  of  the  Roman  prelate, 
then  governor  of  Avignon. 

No  fooner  had  the  National  Affembly  ena&ed  the 
law,  for  re-uniting  Avignon  to  France,  than  a  new 
career  was  opened  to  Poultier.  He  became  an  affi- 
duous  preacher  among  the  lower  claffes  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  taught  them  to  difregard  the  Roman  hulls, 
and  the  thunderbolts  of  the  Vatican.  In  order  to 
fuperadd  the  force  of  example,  to  that  of  inftrudion, 
he  himfelf  renounced  his  religious  coft'ume^  and  mar-* 
ried  a  nun,  whom  he  took  from  a  convent.  He  af- 
terwards exerted  himfelf  in  organizing  the  national 
guards,  and  actually  ferved  as  a  volunteer,  during  the 
year  1791. 

Thefe  important  fervices  could  not  efcape  the 
notice  of  the  government,  and  in  the  beginning  pf 
1792,  we  find  him  appointed  to  the  command  of  the 
national  guard  of  Lifle,  a  ftation  which  he  filled 
with  his  wonted  zeal  and  abilities. 

It  is  reported  by  the  royalifts,  that  in  the  night  of 
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royalty,  Poultier  ordered  a  vault,  in  which  w?s  depo- 
fited  the  remains  of  the  ancient  counts  of  Flanders,  to 
be  demolifhed,  and  fixing  the  fkull  of  a  countefs  on 
the  point  of  his  .fword,  repaired  to  the  popular  fo- 
ciety,  fwearing  that -he  would  ferve  all  the  ariftocrats 
in  the  fame  manner.  They  add,  that  he  had  re- 
courfe  to  this  ftratagem,  with  a  view  to  overawe  the 
opulent  inabitants  of  Lifle,  and  to  ingratiate  himfelf 
with  the  populace,  in  order  to  procure  himfelf  to  be 
appointed  a  member  of  the  National  Convention. 

Poultier  remained  inactive  during  the  year  179 3, 
and  the  greater  part  of  1794,  while  the  parties 
of  the  Girondins,  the  Terrorifts,  and  the  Thermi- 
dbreans  were  agitating  and  deftroying  the  republic!^ 
one  after  another* 

Towards  the  end  of  that  period,  however,  we 
find  him  acting  a  more  confpicuous  part  in  the 
convention. 

In  1795^  he  was  fent  on  million,  firft  to  his 
native  country-,  and  afterwards  to  the  fouthern  pro- 
vinces of  France,  and  the  new  conquefts  made  from 
the  Sardinian  ftates.  He  found  royalty  and  popery 
triumphant  in  the  former,  while  in  the  latter,  the 
abufes  of  the  adminiftrators,  added  to  the  fcandalous 
behaviour  of  the  pourveyors,  and  conductors  of  mi- 
litary ftores,  had  alienated  the  minds  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  raifed  up  innumerable  enernies  to  the  French 
name.  He  was  fuccefsful  in  his  endeavours  to  re- 
medy thefe  diforders,  and  in  the  fummer  of  the  fame 
year,  he  returned  to  Paris,  carrying  with  him  the 

efteem 
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efteem  and  affe£tion,  not  only  of  the  army,  and  of  the 
conquered  countries,  but  alfo  of  his  own  countrymen 
in  Avignon,  and  even  of  the  ariftocrats  themfelves, 
who  were  obliged  to  own  that  he  had  ailed  like  a 
worthy  man. 

The  miffion  of  Poultier,  was  eminently  ufeful  to 
the  republick,  as  it  afforded  him  an  opportunity  to 
dete£t  a  wide  and  complicated  confpiracy,  the  centre 
of  which  lay  in  the  fe£tions  of  Paris.  The  ftubborn 
refinance  made  by  the  ring-leaders,  to  the  law 
of*  the  5th  Fru&idor,  which  provided  for  the  per- 
manence of  two  thirds  of  the  National  Convention 
in  the  next  legiflature,  had  been  hitherto  miflaken 
for  a  juftifiable  reludtance  to  a  decree  injurious 
to  the  fovereignty  of  the  people.  Poultier  laid 
before  the  Convention,  and  the  Committee  of  Ge- 
neral Security,  the  intelligence  he  had  procured  on 
this  fubject  during  his  abode  in  the  fouth,  and  tnat.the 
royalifts  might  have  timely  notice,  that  their  plot 
was  now  difcovered,  he  wrote  a  letter  to  Real,  con- 
ductor of  the  journal  des  patriotesy  purporting,  that 
he  had  proofs  of  unqueflionable  authenticity^  that  the 
fecit o?i s  were  under  the  influence  of  royalijls  \  that 
the  focus  of  the  plot  was  to  be  found  in  Switzerland 
and  Sardinia ;  and  that  the  prime  mover  of  the 
whole^  was  the  haronefs  de  Stael7  wife  of  the  Swe- 
dijh  minifler. 

Poultier  retained  his  feat  as  a  member  in  the 
fourth  legiflature,  and  is  now  in  the  Council  of  Five 
Hundred.  During  the  laft  two  years,  he  has  con- 
ducted 
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du£ted  the  celebrated  journal,   entitled,  UAmi  des 
Loix. 

He  Is  about  forty  years  of  age,  rather  inclined  to 
elegance  in  his  drefs,  and  very  affable,  and  polite  in 
converfation. 


plet-beaupre'. 


Nicholas  Plet-Beaupre,  was  born  at  Sees,  a  fmall 
town  in  the  department  of  L'Orne  :  his  father  was 
an  inn-keeper^  who  happening  to  be  in  good  circum- 
ftances,  gave  him  a  liberal  education,  and  deftined 
him  for  the  church. 

After  the  ufual  preliminary  ftudies,  in  the  college 
of  Sees,  he  was  fent  to  the  univerfity  of  Angers, 
where  he  was  taught  philofophy,  and  theology. 

He  made  confiderable  progrefs  while  there,  in 
learning  of  every  kind,  but  when  he  returned  home* 
he  gave  up  all  his  fpiritual  profpefts,  and  refifted'the 
reiterated  advice  and  felicitations  of  his  relations,  to 
enter  into  holy  orders. 

He  was  about  to  follow  the  profeffion  of  the  bar, 
when  his  father  died,  and  left  him  a  handfome  for- 
tune, which  he  had  acquired  by  honeft  induftry. 
This  change,  once  more  altered  his  intentions,  and, 
ftrange  to  tell,  he  determined  to  encreafe  his  fortune 
by  the  fame  purfuits  that  his  parent  had  obtained  it. 

His  manners,  his  behaviour,  nay,  his  learning  were 

of  courfe  far  fuperiour  to  his  ftation,  and  when  the 

revolution  took  place,  he  foon  diftinguiihed  himfelf 

6  among 
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among  his  fellow  citizens,  by  whom  he  was  chofen 
an  elector. 

His  patriotifm,  although  confidered  violent  by 
feme,  was,  on  the  whole,  enlightened,  as  it  never  al- 
lowed him  to  bend  to  any  facYion  whatever. 

On  the  election  of  the  deputies  for  the  conftituent 
aiTembly,  he  had  a  great  number  of  votes  ;  he  failed 
however  on  this  occafion,  but  he  was  employed  firft 
as  an  adminiftrator  of  the  diftricT:,  and  then  of  the 
department. 

On  the  organization  of  the  national  guard,  he 
was  chofen  a  captain  of  grenadiers,  and  made  the 
greateft  exertions  to  cnlift  volunteers  for  the  fron- 
tiers. This,  added  to  his  feverity  againft  the  non- 
conforming priefts,  procured  him  a  multitude  of  ene- 
mies, and  made  him  undergo  many  humiliations,  and 
even  perfecutions.  He  did  not,  however,  fuccumb  ; 
on  the  contrary,  he  obtained  the  fummit  of  his 
wi(hes,  which  was  to  be  a  deputy  to  the  legiflature. 
There,  alike  faithful  to  his  conftituents  and  his 
principles,  he  kept  himfelf  aloof  from  the  various 
parties  who  fucceeded  and  deftroyed  each  other. 

On  the  trial  of  the  king,  Plet-Beaupre,  who  wa$ 
the  colleague  of  Dufriche-Valafce,  like  him,  voted 
for  the  death  of  Louis,  but  with  the  reftriction  of  an 
appeal  to  the  people. 

On  the  9th  of  Thermidor,  he  was  one  of  the  fix 
members  who  were  fent  at  the  head  of  the  good 
citizens,  to  furround  the  commune^  and  on  this  criti- 
cal   occafion,  he  difplayed  an  uncommon  degree  of 
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Although  Beaupi  e  be  but  little  known  as  a  fpeaker 
in  the  tribune,  he  is  confidered  as  a  man,  who,  am.dft 
the  moft,  tremendous  ftorms,  has  never  deviated 
from  the  courfe  which  conduces  to  a  republsck  ;  and 
one  who  will  leave  the  legiflativ-e  body  with  the 
confcioufnefs  of  having  honourably  difcharged  his' 
duty  towards  his  country. 

It  is  reported  that  he  has  acquired  an  immenfe 
fortune,  and  that  he  is  now  in  pofleffion  of  large 
eftates,  formerly  belonging  to  the  clergy.  This, 
however,  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  as  long  previous 
to  the  revolution,  Beaupre  poffefled  an  independent 
fortune,  and  was  accuflomed  to  contract  with  the 
government  to  furnifli  the  cavalry  with  hay, 
ftraw,  &c. 

Plet-Beaupre,  is  a  tall  arid  handfome  man,  about 
feven  and  thirty  years  of  age.  His  manner  of  liv- 
ing is  that  of  an  epicurean,  but  he  is  of  that  fort  of 
epicureans^  who  companionate  the  poor,  and  find 
their  greateftj)leafure  in  meliorating  their  miferable 
condition* 

GOBEL, 

The  name  of  this  man,  will  be  recorded  in  the 
hiftory  of  France,  and  ought  of  courfe  to  find  a  place 
here.  Jean  Baptifte  Gobel,  was  originally  grand- 
vicar  to  the  bifliop  of  Bafil,  for  the  French  jurisdic- 
tion of  his  iiocefe,  and  had  been  decorated  by  the 
court  of  Rome,  with  the  title  of  bifhop  of  Lidda,  in 
partibus  infirfelium* 

5  At 
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At  the  memorable  epoch  of  the  revolution,  he 
Was  appointed  by  the  clergy  of  Franche-comte,  a 
deputy  to  the  ftates-general.  In  the  conftituent  af- 
fernbly,  he  fat  for  the  department  of  the  higher  Rhine; 
mUch  regard  was  paid  to  his  fentiments,  but  he  did 
*  not  then  a£t  a  confiderable  partn  It  is  alfo  a  well 
known  truth,  that  he  was  not  at  firft  entirely  of  the 
fame  opinion  with  his  colleagues,  who  intended  to 
feize  the  whole  of  the  property  of  the  clergy,  and 
that  he  oppofed  the  civick  oath,  which  the  confuta- 
tion exacted  from  ecclefiafticial  dignitaries. 

When  the  conftituent  aflembly  had  finifhed  its 
labours,  Gobel  was  appointed  conftitutional  bifhop 
of  Paris.  He  conduced  himf.lf  with  great  decorum 
for  fome  time,  and  it  is  notorious,  that  at  the  end  of 
the  year  179I5  he  addreffed  a  paftoral  letter  to  the 
faithful  in  his  die  cefe,  remarkable  for  its  good  fenfe, 
thrift  ian  piety,  and  extenfivc  learning.  It  was  in 
fhort  the  b_ft  written  by  any  of  the  biihops. 

The  Abbe  Barruel,  author  of  the  "  Hiftory  of  the 
Gallican  clergy  during  the  revolution,"  charges 
Gob '1  with  the  gn.fleft  ir.confiftencies,  reproaches 
him  with  having  taken  the  oath  which  he  had  at  firft 
reprobated,  and  with  being,  always  at  variance  with 
his  own  principles.  But  all  this  would  have  been 
inefficient  to  immortalize  the  name  of  Gcbel,  if  he 
had  not  adted  an  infinitely  more  confpicuous  part. 

The  infurreclion  of  La  Vendee  originated,  as  it  ia 
well  known,  in  fuperftitious  principles.  The  priefts 
too,  in  the  other  departments,  having  preached  up  a 
revolt,  the  minds  of  the  mountaineers  became  hi^hl'ir 
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incenfed  againfl  chriftianity,  which  they  confidered 
as  the  ultimate  caufe  of  their  dangers,  as  if  the 
abufe  and  the  exiftence  of  religion  had  been  necef- 
farily  connected  with  each  other.  A  plan  was  ac- 
cordingly formed  to  abolifh  it,  and  the  two  famous 
atheifts,  Anacharfis  Cloots,  and  Chaumett^  were 
at  the  head  of  the  confpiracy. 

They  were  well  aware  that  this  ftep  would  ex- 
perience a  general  oppofition  on  the  part  of  the  peo- 
ple, if  they  were  not  fupported  by  the  example  and 
authority  of  the  clergy ;  and  accordingly,  they  af- 
fociated  in  their  project,  fome  ecclefiaftical  dignita- 
ries, and  among  others,  the  head  of  the  Gallican 
church,  the  metropolitan  hifhop  of  Paris  t  Gobel 
fell  into  the  fnare,  and  on  the  memorable  7  th  of 
November,  1793,  he  prefented  himfelf  at  the  bar  of  the 
convention,  attended  by  his  three  grand  vicars,  and 
refigned  his  functions,  ftating,  that  there  was  no 
longer  any  need  of  religion,  and  that  the  only  ado- 
ration of  a  people  of  philofophers,  fhould  be  the  wor- 
ship of  reofon* 

The  intelligence  of  this  event,  was  received  at 
firfl:  with  all  the  applaufe  ufually  attached  to  ant 
important  novelty,  especially  in  the  midft  of  a  revo- 
lution. The  legiflature  itfelf  was  furprifed  into 
fome  imprudent  fteps.  Gobel  was  highly  honoured 
by  the  convention;  he  received  the  accollade  frater* 
nelle  f  om  the  prefident,  and  a  decree  was  a&ually 
enabled,  that,  the  7th  of  November,  (hould  be  confe- 
crated  to  the  national  fefti val  of  reafon.  The  people  of 
Paris,  who  for  3  time*  were  likewife  infatuated,  made 

a  pro* 
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a  proceflion  in  honour  of  the  new  Deity5  in  which 
the  fa-nous  Madame  Momoro,  a  beautiful  woman* 
reprefented  the  recently  adopted  goddefs. 

The  convention  fdon  perceived  the  folly  cf  its 
proceedings,  and  another  decree  was  enacted,  de- 
claring, "  that  the  French  people  acknowledged  th$ 
exiftence  of  the  fupreme  being,  and  the  immortality 
of  the  foul."  Robefpierre  aiTerted  on  that  occa-i 
(ion,  that  the  refignation  of  Gobel  was  intended  to 
throw  an  odium  on. the  revolution,  and  to  infinuate 
to  all  the  nations  of  Europe, -that  France,  by  pro- 
claiming atheifm,  had  fallen  into  a  ftate  of  diflblu- 
tioric 

Gobel  was  at  length  arrefted,  tried,  and  fent 
to  the  gu'llotine  on  the  13th  of  April  1794.5  amidft 
the  execrations  of  all  the  factions.  It  is  not  known 
what  were  his  real  intentions  ;  but  the  zealots  of  every 
party  feemed  to  acknowledge,  that  en  this  oecafion, 
Robefpierre  was  in  the  right,  and  even  the  royal ifts 
comforted  themfelves  afterwards  by  fcying,  u  if  hs 
has  caufed  the  death  of  fe  many  worthy  p'erfms^  hs~ 
has  at  leaf}  fwtpt  away  from  the  French  joiL  ens 
of  ihe  jcoundrcls   who    mofi    difgraced  the   French 


name" 


It  muft  be  confeHbd,  however,  by  every  unp  e'u- 
diced  man,  that  no  proofs  of  a  confniracy,  were 
produced  agatnft  the  ex-bijhop)  and  that  he  alfo  was 
fafely  murdered. 

P  p  3  HENRIOT* 
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This  man,  whofe  rife  and  fall  were  equally  rapid 
and  furprifing,  was  born  at  Nanterre,  near  Paris,  in 
1761.  Early  in  life,  we  find  him  the  clerk  of  a  turn- 
pike, at  the  gates  of  the  metropolis;  and  he  was  a 
man  of  no  degree  of  confideration  whatever,  during 
the  firft  period  of  the  revolution.  No  fooner,  how- 
ever, were  the  philofophers  driven  from  office,  than 
his  turn  of  mind  became  perfedtly  congenial  to  the 
new  fyflem. 

In  confequence  of  his  a&ivity  in  the  fervice  of  the 
national  guards,  and  his  continual  vociferations  la- 
the factions  of  Paris,  he  was  preferred  by  degrees  to 
the  fupreme  military  command  in  the  capital.  From 
a  lieutenancy,  he  procured  a  company  >  he  was  then 
appointed  a. major,  lieutenant-colonel,  and  colonel* 
and  when  Santerre  was  fent  to  La  Vendee,  he  became 
commander  in  chief.  In  this  ftation  he  continued 
at  the  head  of  the  fans-culottes^  from  April  1.793  to 
July  1794,  and  performed  prodigies  in  his  way. 

A  violent  and  implacable  enemy  to  every  thing 
that  favoured  of  ariftocracy,  he  was  the  deftroyer  of 
all  the  monuments,  tombs,  paintings,  and  works  of 
art,  in  Paris  and  its  environs.  The  dilapidations  at 
gt.  Cloud,  Marli,  Belleviie,  &c.  are  owing  folely  t<> 
him;  and  it  is  reported,  that  when  he  fet  out  for  St. 
Denis  to  deftroy  them  onuments  of  the  ancient 
kings  Qf  Isaacs,  hs  was  always  feying  to  his  fellow* 

fcldiers^ 


foldiers,— "  Aliens;  que  la  maffue  nationale  frappe 
les  tyrans  jufques  dans  leurs  tombeaux  *." 

It  is  alfo  a  fact,  that  at  the  head  of  his  fans-culottes 
he  ran  daily  through  the  ftreets  of  Paris,  and  vifited 
the  fhops  where  prints,  map?,  and  engravings  were 
fold,  in  order  to  deftroy  and  burn  all  thofe  which  re- 
prefented  kin^s,  nobles,- and  prieits,  or  which  exhi- 
bited emblems  of  nobility  and  coats  of  arms:  nay, 
he  entered  all  the  bookfellers  fhops  alfo,  tore  the 
bindings  of  fach  v/orks  as  were  adorned  with  armo-r 
rial  bearings,  and  defaced  the  dedications  and  privilege 
of  impreffion. 

Thefe  marks  of  outrageous  zeal  obtained  for  Hen- 
riot  the  appellation  of  the  French  Omar.  Indeed, 
from  a  report  made  to  the  National  Convention  by 
M.  Gregoire,  in  the  name  of  the  Committee  of  Pub- 
lick  Inftru&ion,  on  the  9th  Vendemiaire  (3d  year) 
it  would  appear  that  he  had  refolved  to  fet  fire  to  the 
national  library  in  Paris,  and-  that  he  kept  up  a  cor- 
refpondence  with  the  fans-culottes  of  Marfeilles,  and 
other  large  towns  in  France,  in  order  that  all  the 
other  libraries  throughout  the  republick  might  be 
involved  in  one  common  ruin.  He  muft  be  allowed, 
however,  to  have  been  an  ingenious  and  witty  Van- 
dal -,  for,  being  accufed  in  the  club  of  the  Jacobins, 
on  account  of  this  conduit,  he  not  only  did  not  dif- 
avow  it,  but  valuing  himfelf  very  much  on  his 
achievements,  he  exclaimed, — u  Yes!  I  am  firmly 


*  Come !  let  the  national  mace  finite  \te  tyrants  even  in  thei* 
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ccmi:ced  that  books  cccafion  all  the  aberrations  of 
the  human  mind.  1  would  aot  only  therefore  fet 
fire  to  the  libraries,  but  I  would  have  Horace  and 
Virgil  burnt  before  the  reft,  in  the  midft  of  a  civick 
feaft.  Thefe  two  ought  indeed  to  perm  by  the 
hand  of  the  common  executioner:  they  are  guilty 
of  leze-bumanit:>  by  having  flattered  A u gun1  us,  a 
vile  tyrant,  and  the  deftroyer  of  Roman  liberty !" 

Henriot  muft  be  allowe4  to  have  been  always 
confiftent  in  his  inveterate  hatred  to  learning  and 
learned  men.  His  fpeeches  in  the  fe&ions  of  Pari* 
were  fo  many  philippicks  againft  both  ;  in  fhort,  he 
at  length  rendered  the  name  of  an  author  fynonimous 
with  that  of  an  arijlocrat*  His  conftant  maxim  was, 
"  miftruft  a  man  who  has  publifhed  a  book;'*  and 
he  declared  one  night,  in  the  jsepb'n  club,  that  he 
had  g^-cd  reafon  for  this,  as  he  had  always  found  the 
French  literati  fieri  dans  leurs  ecrits^  et  rampant  dans 
les  anticha?nbres%. 

This  Goth  Js,  however,  thought  to  have  been 
highly  ferviceable  to  the  republick.  Durng  the 
reign  of  terrour,  when  fo  many  atroc'ous  meafures 
were  neceflary  to  carry  on  the  revolutionary  govern- 
ment, a ■brutalMman,  like  Henriot,  was  admirably  cal- 
culated to  beat  down  oppofition,  and  enfure  cbedif 
ence*  H<d  he  not  been  general  of  the  national 
guards  at  that  time,  it  is  a  moot  queflaon,  whether 
any  other   individual. could  have  executed  the  laws 

*  Haughty  in  their  writings,  and  cringing  in  the  prefence  oi  th* 
$reat. 

refpe#ing; 
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refpccting  the  compulfbry  paper,  the  maximum,  the 
requifitions,  the  domiciliary  vifits,  and  the  guillotine 
tmbnlante  *. 

Henriot's  reign  lafted  until  Robefpierre's  death, 
when  his  attachment  to  that  cruel  demagogue  in- 
volved him  in  his  ruin.  It  is  recorded  that  on  the 
famous  8th  Thermidor^  as  foon  as  the  tocfin  was 
founded  by  the  municipality  of  Paris,  with  a  view  to 
fave  the  tyrant,  Henriot  ran  through  all  the  ftreets 
of  the  metropolis,  collecting  his  fellow  foldiers,  and 
exclaiming,-— "  On  opprime  les  patriotesf  !" 

The  National  Convention  having  got  the  better 
in  the  conteft  with  the  Robefpierrian  party,  Henriot, 
jointly  with  his  colleagues  and  accomplices,  was 
guillotined  at  the  Place  de  la  Revolution^  on  the 
I oth  of  the  fame  month,  and  in  the  33d  year  of  his 
age. 

DURAND    DE    MAILLANE. 

This  refpe&able  old  man  has  acquired  a  high  re* 
putation  in  all  Catholick  countries  on  account  of  his 
Dictionary  of  the  Canon  Lawy  in  four  volumes  4to, 
publifhed  in  177 1.  He  was  formerly  a  profeffor  ir* 
the  famous  univerfity  of  Touloufe,  and,  on  the 
convocation  of  the  States  General,  was  appointed 
deputy-  for  the  department  of  Bouches  du  Rhone. 

Durand    fat    alfo  in   the    Conftituent    Aflembly* 

and    became  a    finking    example    of    the    obfcure 

>.,  ,     ■  ......  i  .I 
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Moveable  guillotine. 
+  They  oppref*  the  patriots) 
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and  inconfiderable  part  which  men  of  profound  learn* 
ing  and  uncommon  genius  are -generally  condemned- 
to  ait  in  popular  affemblies,  where  moderate  talents, 
joined  to  a  volubility  of  language,  are  the  qualifica- 
tion:, that  frequently  lead  to  glory  and  renown. 

Durand  was  the  chairman  of  the  ecclefiaftica-1 
committee,  a  place  which  no  one  could  fill  with  more 
propriety  than  himfelf. 

Three  things  may  be  recorded  here,  which  ferve 
to  evince  the  modefty  of  this  deputy, 

I  ft,  Though  he  was  acknowledged  to  be  the 
member  the  beft  informed  in  refpedl  to  ecclefiaftical 
learning,  and  was  indeed  the  main-fpring  of  the  la- 
bours of  the  committee,  he  generally  fuffered  the  re- 
ports to  be  delivered  by  his  colleagues,  the  Bifhop  of 
Autun,  and  the  Abbe  Gregoire. 

2dly,  If  he  himfelf  chanced  fometimes  to  appear  as 
the  organ  of  his  afibciates,  he  allowed  every  deputy 
to  oppcfe  his  opinions  with  an  indifference  bordering 
©n  apathy;  an  mftance  of  which  occurred  on  July  ift, 
1790,  when  his  report  on  ecclefiaftical  foundations 
and  patronages  was  objected  to  with  great  violence, 
by  Camus  and  Treillaid. 

3d]}7,  When  the  Civil  Conftituticn  of  the  Clergy 
was  attacked,  on  its  publication,  by  the  priefts  and 
^iriftocratS) — -fcorning  to  take  any  notice  ef  the,  num- 
berlefs  inveclives  uttered  againft  the  author,  he  con- 
\  tented  himfelf  with  writing  a  pamphlet,  entitled 
u  An  Apologetick  Hiftory  of  the  Ecclefiaftical 
Committee  of  the  National  Afiembly,"  in  which  he 

proved 
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proved  how  well  he  was  qualified  to  conciliate  dogma 
and  difcipltne. 

Durand  de  MaiHane  was  appointed  a  deputy  to 
^he  National  Convention,  and  was  included  among 
the  eleven  commiffioners  appointed  to  compofe  and 
prefent  the  plan  of  the  conftitution  of  1795.— 
The  glory  refulting  from  his  labours  wa?,  as  ufual, 
reaped  by  others,  fuch  as  Boiffy  d'Anglas,  Camba- 
ce:  es,  &c.  &c. 

This  reprefentative  is  one  of  the  few,  who,  by 
attaching  themftlves  to  no  party,  has  obtained  the 
efteem  and  affe&ion  of  all  the  legiflative  body. 


PACHE. 

The  human  mind  is  probed  by  events,  and  there- 
fore generally  developed  amidft  the  ftormy  and  tem- 
peftucus  agitations  of  a  revolution.  Critical  periods 
opeate  like  the  fpear  of  Ithuriel,  and  the  hero  or  the 
monfter  are  then  la:d  bare,  and  expofed  to  the  admi- 
ration or  the  hatred  of  mankind.  It  has  been  the  for- 
tune of  fome  few  characters,  however,  to  defy  detec- 
tion, and  to  remain  equivocal,  even  amidft  the  alter- 
nate triumphs  and  defeats  of  oppofing  factions. 

Such,  I  apprehend,  is  the  peculiar  iituation  of  the 
fubjedt  cf  thefe  memoirs.  If  he  be  a  hypocrite,  as 
the  Girondifts  term  him,  he  muft  be  allowed  to  have 
been  the  moil  confummate  diifembler  recorded  in 
hiitory;  on  the  other  hand,  if  he  is  a  man  uniformly 

irirfnniip  <-i o       hie        nHrvtirOMC     f*  i*nf  on  A  t  t-        m  ■  1  /  4-       K  a        ■l4-.II 
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owned  that  he  has  more  than  once  aftbrdejd  ample 

occafion  for  fufpicion. 

Pache  is  a  man  of  obfcure  birth.  His  father  was 
a  domeftick  in  the  fcrvice  of  a  nobleman,  and  having 
acquired  the  regard  of  the  family  by  his  excellent 
conduft,  his  fon  received  an  education  at  its  expence. 
On  attaining  a  proper  age,  he  procured  a  fituation  under 
the  JVlarfhal  de  Caftnes,  who  afterwards  placed 
him  in  the  war-office.  Having  faved  fome  money, 
and  obtained  a  fmall  penfion  from  his  patron,  he  re* 
figned  his  employment,  with  a  view  to  repair  to 
Switzerland,  in  order  to  enjoy  the  pleafures  of  a  ru- 
ral life,  to  v/hich  he  was  devoted,  and  the  domeftick 
comforts  arifing  out  of  the  bofom  of  his  little  family. 

Although  ftill  ycung,  he  had  found  means  to  ac- 
quire a  high  reputation  for  wifdom.  M.  Gibert, 
who  confidered  him  as  a  pbcenix^  introduced  him  to 
Mademoifelle  Phlipon,  fo  celebrated  afterwards  un- 
der the  name  of  Madame  Roland,  and  it  appears  that 
ihe  was  captivated  both  with  his  modefty  and  un- 
derstanding *.  The 
„ — . ■      '  ■■   -  '•■•■' ■  ■■■■  ■ — ■  '■  "        »     ,—.,.,,      ... 

*  -Gibert  etoit  lie  clepuis  Penfance  avec  un  homme  pour  lequel 
il  profeflbit  autant  de  veneration  que  d'attachement  ;  il  vantoit 
(on  merite  dans  Toccafion,  et  il  etoit  gloritux  d'en  etre  Pumi. 
Gibert  ne  tarda  pas  beaucoup  a  me  parler  de  fon  phenix  3  il  fem~ 
t)loit  qu'ii  ne  seroit  heureux  que  lorfque  Ton  ami  et  moi  ponrrions 
nows  admirer  reciprcqxiement  ;  enfin  il  nous  reunit  a  diner  chez 
lui.  Je  vis  un  homme  dont  Pexceflive  fimplicite  alloit  jufqu'a  la 
negligence ;  parlant  peu,-  ne  fixant  perfonne,  il  eut  ete  difficile  a 
juger  fur  ane  entrevue  pour  quiconque  n'auroit  jamais  entendu 
faire  mention  c!e  lui ;  et  j'avoue  que,  malgre  mon  gout  tout  parti- 
culier  pour  le  ton  modefte,  celui  de  cette  homme  etoit  fi  humble,  que 
je  Paurois  volontiers  pris  au  mot  fur  fon  propre  compte.    Cepen« 

dant, 
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The  mountains  of  Switzerland  at  length  refoundei 
with  the  news  of  a  revolution  m  France,  and  the 
hearts  of  men  of  learning  and  humanity,  in  all  coun- 
tries, beat  high  with  the  expectations  arifing  out  of 
that  memorable  event.  Pache  inftantly  returned  to 
the  capital,  and,  in  concert  with  Meuniers  and 
Monge,  inftituted  a  popular  fociety  in  the  fe&ion  of 
Luxembourg,  the  avowed  obje&s  of  which  were  the 
fpread  of  knowledge  and  the  cultivation  of  the  civiclc 
virtues.  In  thefe  occupations  he  was  particularly 
affiduous,  and  appeared  to  dedicate  to  his  country,  as 
a  citizen,  all  the  time  he  did  not  bellow  on  the  edu- 
cation of  his  children. 

At  laft  he  began  to  emerge  from  obfcurity.™ 
In  1792,  the  celebrated  and  unfortunate  Roland  was 
invited  by  the  King  to  accept  a  place  in  the  admi- 
niftration.  On  this  occafion  the  wife  of  the  "new 
minifter  of  the  home  department,  always  anxious  to 
forward  the  interests  of  her  friends,  introduced  her 
old  acquaintance,  Pache,  to  her  hufband.     The  place 

dant,  commeil  ne  manquoit  ni  dejugcment,ni  de  quelques  connoif- 
fances,  on  lui  favoit  plus  de  gre  d'en  montrer  lorfqu'il  venoit  a 
les  faire  entrevoir,  et  Von  nniflblt,  comnie  Gibert,  par  lui  en  croire 
beaucoup  plus  qu'il  n'en  avoit  effeftivement.  Sa  femme  pea 
figninante,  mais  fenfible,  rappeloit  toujours  Nnteniifue  ora  tencbunt 
de  Virgilc,  quand  elie  regardoit  parler  fon  mari.  Ce  nYft  pourtant 
pas  un  etre  tout-a-fait  ordinaire  que  celui  qui  fait  en  impofer 
ainfi,  meme  a  ceux  qui  le  frequentent,  fur  la  mefure  de  Ton  merite 
effe&if ;  il  faut  qu'il  foit  grand  en  quelque  chofe,  du  moins  en 
diflimulation  5  et  fi  les  circonftances  l\nteiTeflent  a  la  poufler 
aufli  loin  qu'ii  foit  pofllblc  dans  les  affaires  importantes-,  il  peut 
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of  firft  fecretary  was  immediately  offered  to  bfm,  but 
he  replied,  that  being  defirous  to  retain  his  inde- 
pendence, he  could  not  accept  of  any  falary,  but 
would  willingly  lend  his  fervices  for  the  advancement 
of  the  common  eaufe.  He  accordingly  repaired  to 
Roland's  clofet,  every  morning  at  Lvtn  o'clock, 
with  a  morfel  of  bread  in  his  pocket,  and  remained 
there  until  three,  difregarding  fatigue,  and  applying 
himielf  unremittingly  to  bufmefs. 

When  Servan  was  appointed  to  the  war  depart- 
ment, he  looked  around  for  a  confidential  perfon,  and 
at  laft  fixed  his  eyes  on  Pache.  He  accordingly  ap- 
plied to  Roland,  informed  him  how  much  he  envied 
him  the  poffeflion  of  fo  faithful  an  afliftant,  conjured 
him  to  part  with  him,  and  concluded  by  faying,  "  let 
this  honeft  man  come  and  live  with  me." 

Roland  gave  h's  aflent,  and  Pache  entered  the 
office  of  the  minifter  at  war  exprefsly  on  the  fame 
terms  as  he  had  continued  in  that  of  the  home  de- 
partment—  without  any  official  appointment,  and 
without  any,pecuniary  benefit  whatever. 

At  length  the  intrigues  of  Durriouriez  put  an  end 
to  the  adminiftration,  which  cvald  alone  have  faved 
Fiance  from  all  her  fubfequent  calamities,  and  fuf- 
pended,  if  not  evaded  the  fate  of  the  King.  On  this 
occaf:on  Pache  returned  to  hi*  feclion,  and  re  fumed 
his  ftation  as  a  private  man,  with  a  character  famed 
for  difintereflednefi/ ai;d  the  relation  of  confider- 
able  telepfts.'  It  is  not  a  U'tls  remarkable,  however, 
"idcr'ng  h;s  fubfequent  conduit,  that  when  Ro- 
be first  us  kt-e    to  the  King,  immediately 

before 
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before  his  difmiffion,  his  friend  (for  fo  he  deemed 
him  at  that  period)  feemed  to  confider  it  as  far  too 
bold. 

The  events  that  occurred  on  the  ioth  erf  Auguft 
occafioned  tlve  recall  of  the  patriotick  minifters,  and 
Pache  was  offered  the  fuperintendence  of  the  jewel- 
office,  as  well  as  feveral  other  honourable  fituations, 
all  of  which  he  declined.  He  refided,  however,  for 
fhort  time  in  a  publick  capacity  at  Toulon,  but  he 
is  faid  to  have  conducted  himfelf  in  fuch  a  manner 
as  to  give  but  little  fatisfa&ion. 

A  more  fplendid  appointment  at  laft  preferred 
itfelf,  and  wa$  inftantly  accepted.  When  Servan 
quitted  the  war-office,  on  account  of  his  health, 
Pache  was  nominated  to  fucceed  him,  and  of  courfe 
had  a  feat  at  the  council  board. 

On  the  trial  of  Louis  XVI.  he  is  faid  to  have 
canvajjed  publicly  for  his  death*.  Whatever  opi- 
nion may  prevail,  refpe&ing  the  guilt  or  innocence 


*  Dumouriez,  when  drawing  the  characters  of  the  men  who 
compofed  the  adminiftration  of  that  day,  expreflcs  himfelf  thus : 
"  On  the  other  fide  was  Pache,  minifter  of  war,  a  man  of  fenfe, 
and  pofiibly  an  honefl  man,  but  ignorant  and  blindly  devoted  to 
the  Jacobin  party.  He  had  a  wife  and  daughter  equally  ugly  and 
ill  tempered,  who  frequented  the  t:lubs  and  even  the  haunts  of  the 
Marfeillois,  to  demand  the  King's  death.  The  war  office  was 
become  a  club,  breathing  nothing  but  blood  and  carnage.  The 
clerks  always  wore  the  red  cap  at  their  defks,  and  ufed  the  phrafes 
thou  and  thee  to  every  one,  even  to  the  minifter,  who  himfelf  affected 
a  (lovenly  drefs,  and  courted  the  Parifian  populace,  by  af- 
fuoring  their  manners.'" 
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of  that  monarch,  this  condu&  was  equally  fcaHdakm* 

and  criminal  on  the  part  of  a  minifter. 

The  talents  of  Pache  were  unequal  to  his  new 
fituation.  He  was  a&ive,  zealous,  indefatigable, 
and  would  have  made  an  excellent  clerk,  but  he 
was  an  indifferent  minifter.  Dumouricz,  indeed, 
attributes  his  defeats  principally  to  him,  and  cenfures 
not  only  his  incapacity,  but  accufes  him  of  a  preme- 
ditated defign  of  ftarving  the  armies.  On  the  other 
hand,  it  muft  be  confefled  that  the  conduit  of  this 
general  was  criminal  in  the  extreme,  and  that  he 
found  it  neceflary  to  throw  part  of  the  odium  that 
attached  to  himfelf  on  thofe  whom  he  confidered  as 
his  enemies  *. 

It  was  found  neceflary,  at  laft,  that  the  minifter 
fhould  retire  from  the  war  department.  His  intereft 
with  the  Jacobins  was,  however,  too  great  to  re- 
main long  out  of  employment,  and  he  was  accord-* 
ingly  appointed  mayor  of  Paris,  in  which  capacity  he- 
forwarded  all  theTchemes  of  the  terrorifts. 

Pache  feems  to  have  poffefled  but  little  gratitude; 
for  he  calmly  looked  on  and  beheld  the  judicial  maf- 
facre  of  his  beft  and  deareft  friends.  He  is  even 
accufed  by  Madame  Roland  with  being  the  calum- 
niator of  her  hufband,  and  the  bktereft  of  her  own 
perfecutors ! 


*  A  (mail  volume,  containing  the  correfpondence  between  the 
general  and  the  minifter,  has  been  published. 

PO- 
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POMEREUL, 

.  Is  an  officer,  who  unites  a  tafte  for  letters  and  the 
fine  arts,  with  the  profeffion  of  arms.  He  ferved 
many  years  in  France,  in  the  corps  of  artillery, 
which  at  all  times  was  confidered  as  a  body  pofTefl- 
ed  of  great  fcientifick  attainments,  but  which,  in  the 
courfe  of  the  prefent  war,  has  acquired  an  extraor- 
dinary degree  of  pre-eminence. 

Science  and  philofophy  are  naturally  favourable  to 
liberty;  the  reafon  is  felf-evident,  they  are  but 
other  names  for  knowledge,  and  it  is  ignorance 
alone  that  both  generates  and  tolerates  flavery.— ■ 
This  is  a  truth  of  which  the  zealots  of  defpotifm 
are  well  convinced,  and  when  they  rail  at  what  they 
are  pleafed  to  term  the  new  philofophy^  they  but  pay 
an  unwilling  tribute  to  the  progrefs  of  the  human 
mind. 

The  fanatical  Abbe  Barruel  terms  Voltaire  and 
all  the  learned  men  of  France  during  the  reign  of 
Louis  XV.  Jacobins.  Pomereul  was  one  of  thofe 
dreadful  confpirators,  and  like  moft  of  them  too 
was  alfo  an  Encyclopedia.  The  principal  articles 
of  the  grand  Encyclopedie  on  the  Artillery,  that 
important  branch  of  modern  military  fcience,  are 
drawn  up  by  him ;  and  it  was  he  who  compofed  the 
whole  of  the  Diclionnaire  <T Artillerie^  in  V En~ 
cyclopedie  Methodique. 

In  1787  he  was  fent  to  Naples  in  order  to  inftruft 
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ignorant  of  any  in  Europe.  Notwithstanding  his 
appointments,  which  were  very  considerable,  he  did 
net  affe&  to  exhibit  any  pomp,  or  difplay  that  fan- 
taftical  vanity,  fo  common,  I  had  almoft  faid  fo 
natural  to  the  officers  of  the  old  fchooL  On  the 
contrary,  he  lived  like  a  philofopher,  a  man  of  let- 
ters, and  a  friend  to  the  fine  arts. 

France  having  fliaken  off  her  chains,  a  coalition 
was  of  courfe  formed  againft  her  liberty,  which 
fpeedily  ended  in  a  confpiracy  againft  her  territories, 
Ferdinand  IV.  fovereign  of  the  Two  Sicilies,  is  a 
Bourbon,  his  confort  Maria-Gharlotta^  an  arch- 
dutehefs  of  Auftriaj  Atton,  the  favourite  of  the 
latter,  and  the  political  Menor  of  both,  at  that  time 
prefided  over  their  councils— the  reft  is  known  ta 
every  one. 

No  fooner  had  the  court  of  Naples  declared  it- 
felf  hoftile  to  his  native  country,  than  Pomereul  de-» 
termined  to  refign  all  his  employments.  It  was  in 
vain  that  the  moft  flattering  offers  were  made  to 
him.  He  refufed  the  command  of  the  troops,  land^ 
ed  eftates  equal  to  thofe  he  poffeffed  at  home, 
croflfeSy  ribands,  and  even  employments  for  his  chil- 
dren. His  condufl:  on  this  occafion  gave  offence, 
and  it  is  but  feldom  that  arbitrary  power  is  offend- 
ed with  impunity.  He  was  accordingly  imprifoned,, 
and  did  not  recover  his  liberty  until  the  progrefs  o£ 
the  French  arms  in -the  fouth  had  infpired  terrcur 
into  all  the  Italian  cabinets. 

No  fooner  had  he  acquired  his  freedom  than  he 
repaired  to  the  Tufcan  territories,  where,  to  his  in-, 

expreffibk 
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expreffible  aftonifhment,  he  learned  that  his  name 
tvas  included  in  the  lift  of  emigrants ! 

Pomereul,  who  was  lately  at  Florence,  has  writ- 
ten a  differtation  on  the  fine  arts,  in  which  he  con* 
jures  his  countrymen  not  to  ere£t  fchools  for  paint- 
ing and  ftatuary. 

He  obferves,  in  the  firft  place,  that  it  is  probable 
the  Greeks  did  not  poffefs  any  inftitutions  of  this 
kind,  and  to  this  feeming  deficiency  he  attributes 
the  fuperiour  excellence  of  their  painters  and  fculp- 
tors.  Their  artifts  were  formed  by  ftudying  nature 
under  the  great  matters.  Appelles,  as  every  one 
knows,  had  pupils,  and  requefted  Alexander  not  to 
fpeak  relative  to  his  art  in  prefence  of  the  boys  who 
mixed  his  colours,  left  they  fhould  laugh  at  him. 

2.  On  the  revival  of  the  fine  arts  in  Italy,  no 
general  fchcol  was  i.nftituted.  A  rivalfhip  was  in- 
deed in  fome  degree  happily  maintained  between 
different  cities;  but  each  feems  to  have  produced 
only  one  or  two  great  men,  fueh  as  Raphael  in  the 
Roman  fchool,  Michael  Angelo  in  that  of  Florence,. 
Titian  in  that  of  Venice,  Corregio  in  that  of  Par- 
ma, and  the  Carrachi  in  that  of  Bologna.  Their 
fucceffors  have  been  mere  imitators  of  thefe  great 
mafters. 

3.  The  numerous  courtezans  of  Greece  ferved 
as  models  to  the  artifts  of  that  country,  who  did 
not  copy  from  pictures  or  ftatues,  like  thofe  of  the 
prefent  day;  and  it  is  here  jocularly  hinted  that  the 
modern  Laifes  and  Phrynes  of  Paris  would  exhibit 
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as  fine  features  and  limbs  as  any  of  thofe  ftudied 
by  the  ancient  painters  and  fculptors. 

One  of  his  friends  who  travelled  through  Italy 
along  with  Pomereul,  fome  years  before  the  revolution, 
relates  the  following  anecdote  : 

"  One  day  we  happened  to  vifit  a  part  of  the 
country  covered  with  monuments  rf  the  Roman 
grandeur ;  on  obferving  thefe  veftiges  Pomereul  ex- 
claimed— *  It  is  only  a  free  nation  that  could  have 
conceived  and  executed  thefe  aftonifhing  publick 
works,  of  which,  we  now  admire  the  remains,  A 
republick  in  France !  and  we  fhall  foon  behold  in 
that  beloved  country,  fimilar  aquedu&s,  baths,  and 
amphitheatres,    rearing    their    heads    towards    the 

{kies [* .He  fpoke  thus  at  a  time  when  the 

idea  of  a  commonwealth  had  not  yet  entered  into 
the  imagination  of  his  countrymen." 

By  this  time  Pomereul's  name  is  doubtlefs  {truck 
out  of  the  lift  of  emigrants,  and  he  has  revifited  his 
native  country^ 

LEPELLETIER. 

Louis  Michael  Lepelletier  de  St.  Fargeau,  better 
known  fince  the  revolution  by  the  name  of  Lepelle- 
tier only,  was  born  at  Paris  on  the  29th  of  May 
1760.  His  femily  was  both  opulent  and  noble,  and 
he  himfelf,  like  many  of  his  anceftors  who  had  held 
high  offices  under  the  ftate,  was  bred  to  the  profef- 
fion  of  the  law.  Rifing  by  degree?,  he  at  length 
I  obtained 
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obtained  the  honourable  office  of  Prjftdtnt  a  Mor~ 
tier  of  the  parliament  of  Paris,  a  body  that  (till  dared 
to  utter  the  language  of  truth  in  the  preftnee  of  its 
tyrants,  when  the  reft  cf  the  nation  was  reduced  by 
defpotifm  to  filence  and  fubjedtion. 

During  the  difputes  between  the  court  and  the 
parliament,  he  always  fided  with  the  popular  party, 
and  was  zealous  in  his  oppofition  to  the  fifcal  ty- 
ranny introduced  by  modern  minifters.  He  thus: 
became  fitted,  by  long  and  painful  ftruggles  in  the 
caufe  of  liberty,  for  the  revolution  that  enfued,  and 
at  the  meeting  of  the ftates-general,  was  appointed 
a  deputy  from  the  nobility  of  Paris. 

In  the  national  aflembly  he  diftinguifhed  himfelf 
by  the  graces,  the  precifion,  and  the  lucid  arrange- 
ment of  his  fpeeches.  The  night  of  the  4th  of 
Auguft  1789,  celebrated  in  the  annals  of  France  by 
the  abolition  of  all  exclufive  privileges,  furnifhed 
him  with  a  favourable  occafion  to  difplay  at  one  and 
the  fame  time  his  eloquence  and  his  difinterefted- 


nefs. 


This  facrifice,  added  to  the  uniformity  of  his  at- 
tachment to  the  caufe  of  liberty  from  his  early 
youth,  rendered  him  exceedingly  popular,  and  the 
department  of  Yonne.  deemed  itfelf  peculiarly  for- 
tunate in  having  him  for  one  of  its  deputies  in  the 
national  convention. 

Perfuaded  that  energetic!:  meafures  could  alone 
prevent  the  return  of  monarchy,  and  enfure  the 
falvation  of  France,  he  placed  himfelf  on  the  very 
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(who  had  as  yet  abilained  from  the  blood  of  their 

fellow-citizens)  with  all  his  influence  *. 

On  the  trial  of  the  king,  he  voted  for  his  puninV- 
ment,  and  whatever  may  be  the  particular  opinion  of' 
any  one,  it  would  be  unfair  to  fuppofe  that  Lepelle- 
tier-  on  this  fv>Iemn  occafion,  for  the  firft  time  of  his 
life,  fhculd  have  been  actuated  by  improper  motives* 

His  conduct  on  that  day,  however,  proved  fatal 
to  him,  f>r  on  the  very  evening  of  the  execution  a 
royalift  ftruck  him  a  mortal  wound  with  a  poniard, 
and  then  effected  his  efcape. 

This  circumftance,  of  courfe,  made  a  great  noife  in 
the  capital,  and  no  fmall  degree  of  activity  was  dis- 
played by  the  police  in  discovering  the  name  of  the 
affailin,  and  tracing  him  out.  l\t  was  called  Paris, 
and  his  corpfe  was  found  a  few  days  after  this  event? 
for,  being  apprehenfive  of  detection,  and  certain  in 
that  cafe  of  punifhment,  he  had  (hot  himfelf  with 
a  piftoL  An  extract  from  his  baptifmal  regifter, 
and  a  brevet  as  one  of  the  late  king's  guards,  were 
found    in   his    pocket ;     thefe    were    accompanied 


*  The  Royalifts  have  of  courfe  endeavoured  to  traduce  him,  by 
■afligning  his  conducl  to  interested  motives,  notwithstanding  his 
whole  life  tends  to  prove  this  to  be  a  calumny.  While  fpeaking  of 
the  revolution,  he  is  reported  to  have  faid — "  Quand  on  a  600,000 
Iivres  de  rente  &  qu'on  eft  noble,  il  faut  etre  a  la  crete  de  la 
montagne,  ou  a  CoblentzV— -(When  a  man  has  600,000  Iivres  a 
year,  and  is  noble,  he  ought  either  to  be  on  the  very  peak  of  the 
mountain,  or  at  Cobientz.) 

with 
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with  a  paper,   written  in  approbation  of  the   hor- 
rid deed  *. 

In  the  mean  time,  great  preparations  were  made- 
for  the  interment  of  Lerklletier.  DaviJ  the  painter 
fuperintended  the  ceremony,  and  it  was  ftuJioufly 
calculated,  that  all  the  emblems  exhibited  during 
the .  folemnity  fhoulcf*  infpire  the  beholders  with  a 
deteiiation  of  that  royalty,  of  which  he  was  cbnfidered 
as  the  vi'Sim.  In  addition  to  this,  the  fe&ion  in 
which  he  had  refided  was  Gulled  by  his  name,  the 
legiflature  attended  h  funeral  in  a  body,  and  the 
expences  of  it  were  paid  by  the  nation  f. 

BTLLAUD 

*  4t  Je  n'a;  point  eu  de  complice  dans  la  ibtle  action  que  j'ai 
faite  en  donnaht  la  mort  au  fecierat  St.  Fargcau.  Si  je  ne  l'avois 
pas  trouve  fous^  ma  main,  j'aurois  purge  la  terre  du  monitre,  dj 
parricide  d'Orleans."« — ^1  had  no  accomplice  in  the  noble  action 
performed  by  me,  in  putting  to  death  the  villain  St.  Fargeau.  If  I 
had  not  found  him  at  hand,  I  would  have  purged  the  earth  of  tfre 
jnonfter,  the  parricide  Orleans.) 

The  four  following  lines  were  written  on  the  back  of  his 
CommiiTion: 

tM  Sur  ce  brevet  d'honn.ur,  je  l'ecris  fans  effroi, 
"  Je  l'ecris  a  Tinftant  ou  je  quitte  la  vie  ; 
V  Francois,  j'ai  frappe  Paffaflinxie  mon  roi, 
il  Cetoit  pour  m'arrachera  votre  igncminie." 

«f  On  Tuesday.  January  22,  the  National  Convention  pa:Ted  a 
decree,  that  Louis-Michacl-Lepellctier  mould  be  buried  on  the  24th, 
at  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  Chenier  having  been  appoint- 
ed   to  bring   in  a  report  on  this    fubjecl,  delivered  the  following 

Jtafpirt  de  CJitvur  Jur   -a    ' '  pnneurs  funebrts  a  rende  a  Pel  it '  .r-  Saint 

FaKgcau. 
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BILLAUD    DE    VARENNES. 


This  deputy  was  originally  a  monk,  having  been 
brought  up  within  the  walls  of  a  cloifter. 

He 


du  defpotifme,  fes  annates  revolutionnaires  n'offrent  pas  une  epo^ 
que  aufli  impofante,  que  celle  ou  nous  avons  vu  prefqu'au  mdme 
inftant,  un  ami  de  la  liberte  tomber  fous  le  fer  des  aflfaffins,  et  un 
tyran  frappe-du  glaive  de  la  loi. 

Quel  etoit  done  le  'monilrueux  pcuvoir  de  la  royaute,  fi  du  fond 
de  fa  prifon  et  dans  fon  agonie  meme,  elle  immoloit  encore  les 
fondateurs  de  la  republique. 

Toutcfois,  ce  refte  de  fanatifme  et  d'idolatrie,  que  la  royautfc 
expirante  lailTe  au  fein  des  homines  criminels  ou  pufillanimes, 
fcien  loin  de  vous  efTrayer,  vous  arYermira, dans  la  route  que  vous 
devez  fuivre.  Le  Pelletier,  immortalife  par  fon  aflaflin,  vous 
montre  la  palme  civique  des  martyrs  de  la  liberte.  11  vient  de 
prendre  place  entre  les  Barnevelt  et  les  Sidney.  Son  fort  paroitra 
<ligne  d'envie  a  tous  les  vrais  republicans,  et  les  honneurs  dont 
vous  recompenfez  fa  memoire,  lui  donneront  des  fucceiTeurs  qui> 
comme  lui,  comme  vous,  citoyens,  fauront  tout  facrifier  a  la  na- 
tion fouveraine,  et  dans  les  circonflances  les  plus  graves,  environ- 
nes  de  perils  et  d'orages,  cor.fidsreront  toujours  la  liberty  ledevoir 
et  jamais  la  vie. 

Ce  n'eft  point  ici  une  mort  vulgaire.  Les  funerailles  doivent 
porter  un  caractere  particular.  Que  la  fuperftition  s'abbaifTe  de« 
yant  la  religion  de  la  liberte?  Que  les  images  vraiment  faintes, 
vraiment  folemnelles  parlent  aux  cceurs  attendris. 

Que  Je  corps  de  notre  vertueux  collegue,  decouvert  a  tou6  les 
ycux,  laifle  voir  fa  bleHute  mortelie? 

Qu'une  infeription  retrace  avec  une  energique  fimplicite,  le 
glorieux  motif  de  fa  mort ! 

Que  le  fer  paricide5  facrifte  par  le  fang  d'un  patriote,  .etincelle 
a  notre  vue  comme  un  temoignage  des  fureurs  de  la  tyrannic  et  dc 
fes  vils  adorateurs  ? 

Qu« 
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He  was  a  native  of  Paris,  and  a  father  of  the 
oratory^  a  religious  fraternity,  which,  that  of  Port 
Royal  alone  excepted,  became  the  moft  celebrated  of 
all  the  orders,  in  the>  hiftory  of  French  literature. 

Billaud  had  made  himfelf  acquainted  with  the 
fcience  of  politicks  long  before  the  period  of  the  re* 
volution,  and  when  that  event  occurred,  he  was  already 
the  author  of  a  great  many  publications  on  that  fubjeft. 

Two  of  his  works  deferve  particular  mention. 
The  firfl:  is  entitled — u  Patriotick  ideas  on  a  na- 
tional education  j"  it  was  printed  in  the  year  1790; 
the  fecond — cc  L'Acephocratie,  or  a  federative  go- 
vernment the  beft  for  a  large  empire." 

In  one  of  thefe  Billaud  endeavours  to  prove,  that 
the  religious  orders  ought  to  be  intrufted  with  the 
education  of  youth;  and  in  the  other,  that  federalifm 
was  the  propereft  government  for  France.  This 
was  the  fame  Billaud  who  became,  two  or  three  years 

Que  Us  vetemens  cnfanglames  frappent  les  regards  des  citoyens  \ 
Qu'ils  prononccnt  d'avance  contre  l'aflaflin  de  la  patrie.  On  verra 
marcher  devantnous  Timage  delaliberte,  feulobjet  des  hommages 
republicans,  et  les  bannieres  de  la  declaration  des  droits,  fondement 
facie  des  conftitutions  populaires. 

Le  genie  de  David  animera  ces  foibles  efquiflfes,  tandis  que  le 
genie  de  GorTec,  fera  retentir  les  fons  de  cette  hai  monie  lugubre  et 
touchante,  qui  caracterife  une  mort  triomphale.  Ainfi  Michel  le 
Pelletier,  acccmpagne'  de  fes  vertus,  entoure  de  fa  famille  en  pleurs, 
air  milieu  de  la  convention  nationale,  du  coi:feil  executif,  des  ad- 
miniftrateurs  et  des  juges,  depoGtaires  de  la  loi,  s'avarcera  vers  le 
Pantheon  Francois,  011  la  reconnc  irTanc-c  naciorale  a  fixe  fa  place. 
C\ft  la  que  eftes  de  rotre  eftimabie  i  ollegue  5 

e'ert  la,  Us  fatales  pre- entions  qui 
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after,  the  moft  inveterate  enemy  of  both  monks  and 
federalifts  ! 

Our  ex-friar,  who  left  the  cloifter  foon  after 
the  decrees  of  the  National  AfTembly  had  pro- 
duced the  firft  reform  in  the  ecclefiaftical  policy  of 
France,  difcovered  a  marked  predifpofition  to  for- 
ward the  fuccefs  of  the  revolution.  He  was  one  of 
the  patriots  who  aflembled  in  the  Champ  de  Mars, 
on  the  famous  28th  of  July  1791,  and  he  narrowly 
efcaped  being  killed  by  the  foldiers,  conducted  thither 
by  M.  La  Fayette, 

The  10th  of  Auguft  may  perhaps  be  confidered 
as  the  moft  awful  event  in  the  hiftory  of  the  French 
revolution.  We  do  not  find,  however,  that  all  the 
particulars  of  that  day  are  as  yet  difclofed.  One  of  the 
moft  important  occurrences,  was  the  fudden  change 
which  took  place  in  the  government  of  Paris.  The 
feclions  of  the  capital,  influenced  by  the  more  vio- 
lent patriots,,  in  three  hours  time  difmifled  the  old 
municipal  officers,  who  were  flow  in  their  exertions, 
and  replaced  them  by  active  and  energetick  men.— * 
It  v/as  this  new  municipality  that  overturned  the 
throne. 

Billaud  ide  Varennes  had  been  one  of  the  moft 
a&ive  in  effecting  the  change ;  it  wras  natural  enough 
therefore  that  he  ftiould  be  included  among  the  re- 
volutionary magiftrates. 

While  in  this  fituation,  he  was  accufed  of  being 
one  of  the  promoters  of  the  maflacres  of  the  2d  and 
3d  of  September,  It  wras  even  reported,  that  the 
whole  bufinefs  v/as  conduced  by  him,  in  conjunction 

with 
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with  Tallien,  fecretary  of  the  commune,  and  Mehee, 
firft  clerk  in  the  fame  office.  This  horrid  deed  is 
ftill  involved  in  darknefs  ;  but  the  guilt  of  the  ex* 
monk  is  more  than  equivocal. 

While  a  member  of  the  National  Convention,  he 
perched  himfelf  on  the  very  top  of  the  mountain, 
and  was  called  "  a  terrorift,"  and  a  "  drinker  of 
human  blood,"  by  the  moderate  party.  Of  courfe, 
he  foon  became  a  member  of  the  Committee  of  Pub- 
lick  Safety,  and  one  of  the  decemvirs* 

So  much1  has  been  already  faid  about  his  colleagues, 
Robefpierre,  St.  Juft,  Barrere,  &c.  that  it  would  be 
fuperfluous  to  enter  into  further  details.  A  par- 
ticular fa£l  is,  however,  deferving  of  notice.  Billaud 
never  loved  Robefpierre,  from  the  moment  that  the 
latter  had  thrown  out  fome  hints  of  his  intention  to 
fuperfede  the  fittings  of  the  National  Convention, 
in  order  to  enable  the  committee  to  act  with  lefs  re- 
fponfibility ;  and  more  efpe^lly  fince  he  had  ufurped 
a  dictatorial  authority  over  the  committee  itfelf. 

It  is  but  little  aftonifhing,  therefore,  that  this  de- 
puty fhould  have  contributed  to  the  9th  Thermldor. 
It  was  he,  indeed,  who  furnifhed  his  colleagues  with 
the  moft  convincing  proofs  of  the  execrable  tyranny 
of  Robefpierre,  and  thus  induced  them  to  get  rid  of 
that  monfter. 

No  fooner,  however,  was  the  one  deprived  of  power, 
than  the  other  was  expofed  to  every  fort  of  contumely. 
Epigrams,  lampoons,  reproaches,  accufations,  multi- 
plied againft  him  on  all  fides ;  and  unlefs  one  had 
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winter  of  1795,  It  is  impoflible  to  conceive  an  idea 
©f  the  infults  to  which  he  was  fubjefted.  He  was 
called  by  no  other  name  than  M  le  tlgre  de  Varen- 
ties-,"  and  the  "  heart  of  Billaud/'  was  converted 
into  a  proverb  of  reproach. 

The  journal  entitled,  "  VOrateur  du  Peuple" 
belonging  to  the  reprefentative  Freron,  completed 
the  ruin  of  Billaud,  and  became  the  caufe  of  all  his 
fubfequent  misfortunes.  It  was  reported  in  Paris, 
among  the  beft  informed  people,  that  M.  DufTault, 
the  celebrated  tranflator  of  Juvenal,  and  now  the 
demi  of  the  national  inftitute,  was  then  conductor  of 
that  journal ;  and  that  he  w^s  a&uated  by  a  perfonal 
animofity  againft  Billaud. 

Be  this  as  it  may,  the  latter  was  at  laft  accufed 
along  with  Barrere  and  Collot,  and  a  commiiEon  of 
twelve  members  appointed  to  examine  their  condu&. 

This  commiffion  proceeded  very  flowly,  and  two 
months  palled  away  before  any  report  was  delivered 
in. 

The  cpnduA  of  Billaud,  during  this  emergency, 
was  quite  different  from  that  of  his  two  colleagues. 
Whilft  they  employed  the  whole  weight  of  their 
talents  and  intereft  to  oppofe  the  ftream,  he  beheld 
the  conteft  with  the  moft  fingular  indifference.  At 
laft,  on  the  famous  12th  Germinal,  no  regard  being 
paid  to  the  conftitutional  laws,  they  were  all  three 
condemned  to  be  tranfported  to  Cayenne,  without 
any  previous  trial. 

Billaud,  who  had  fpoke  but  little  during  the 
whole  of  the  profecution,  in  the  courfe  of  that  fitting 

indulged 
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indulged  himfelf  fh  a  fally,  which,  while  it  atoned 
for  his  paft  filence,  affords  no  bad  fpecimen  of  the 
livelinefs  of  his  countrymen.  No  fooner  was  the 
fentence  of  tranfportation  read,  than  turning  to  the 
prefident  of  the  Convention  : 

"  Allans^  prefident!"  faid  he>  "  a  la  longue  il 
n7y  reft  era  que  la  fonnette  *." 

The  three  deputies  were  immediately  fent  to 
Rochefort,  in  order  to  embark  for  the  place  of  their 
exile;  but  as  no  opportunity  of  a  fpeedy  conveyance 
occurred,  they  were  confined  in  prifon. 

Soon  after  thi3,  an  injun&ion  was  iffued  to  the 
criminal  department  of  Saintonge,  to  try  them  for 
treafon;  and  laftly,  to  complete  the  feries  of  irre- 
gularities, they  were  once  more  ordered  to  be  trans- 
ported. In  the  mean  time  Barrere  was  lucky  enough 
to  make  his  efcape,  but  Billaud  and  Collot  were 
fent  off  in  September  1795. 

Billaud  de  Varennes,  like  Anacharfis  Cloots,  fighed 
for  the  liberty  and  regeneration  of  all  Europe.  He  was 
a  ftrenucus  protestor  of  the  foreign  patriots  refiding 
in  Pans.  He  kept  up  a  regular  correfpondence  with  the 
Belgian,  Dutch,  German,  and  Italian  refugees.  Some 
Genoefe  and  Piemontefe  gentlemen,  who  had  been 
forced  to  fly  from  their  native  country,  were  employed 
by  him  in  the  principality  of  Oneglia,  and  other 
countries,  conquered  from  the  king  of  Sardinia,  fince 
the  year  1793.    But  he  was  averfe  that  any  of  them 
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fliould  ferve  in  the  French  armies.  cc  It  is  un- 
worthy of  a  great  nation,"  faid  he,  "  to  employ  fo- 
reigners to  confolidate  her  liberty;  nor  is  it  political 
that  the  deftinies  of  France  fliould  be  committed  to 
them  who  were  not  born  Frenchmen/' 

Billaud  is  now  about  fifty  years  of  age,  and,  in 
refpe£t  to  his  perfon,  is  remarkable  for  nothing  but 
his  long  black  hair,  a  circumftance  not  forgotten  by 
the  Parifian  mufcadins,  who  converted  "La  criniere 
noire  de  Billaud  de  Varennes"  into  a  farcafm. 
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Was  born  at  Argenteau,  a  final  1  town  in  the  depart- 
ment of  L'Orne,  and,  like  the  greater  part  of  the 
founders  of  the  republick,  was  brought  up  to  the 
bar.  He  had  acquired  but  little  celebrity,  however, 
and  perhaps  would  never  have  been  known,  had  not 
the  revolution  opened  the  gates  of  the  temple  of 
Fame,  and  Goupil  entered  along  with  the  crowd. 

In  the  aflernblies  of  the  bailliages,  Goupil  diftin- 
guifhed  himfelf  above  all  the  other  electors  by  a  de- 
gree of  publick  fpirit,  which  was  then  quite  novel, 
and  which  obtained  for  him  the  name  of  a  Democrat. 
He,  however,  procured  no  i neon fider able  degree  of 
popularity,  by  inveighing  againft  the  nobles  and  the 
clergy;  and  he  fucceeded  fo  well  in  his  plans,  that 
both  he  and  his  fon-in-law,  M.  de  Courmeuil,  a 
Jawyer  alfo,  were  ek&ed  members  of  the  Confti- 

tuent  Affembly. 

There 


CrOUPIL-fREFELN.  463 

There  Goupil  firft  made  himfelf  known  by  feve- 
ral  bold  motions,  which  the  members  of  the  cote 
gauche  were  inclined  to  fupport,  but  which  they  did 
not  dare  to  make  themfelves. 

During  the  firft  legiflature  there  was  a  kind  of  po- 
litical fociety  called  Bouche  dc  Fer  (the  IronMouth) 
which  met  in  the  middle  of  the  enclofure  of  the  Pa- 
lais Royal.  Goupil,  and  Fauchet  the  conftitutionaT 
Bifhop  t)f  Calvados,  weie  the  founders  of  this  club, 
and  at  appointed  times  delivered  publick  leclures, 
with  a  view  to  prepare  the  minds  of  the  people  for 
the  meafures  intended  to  be  adopted  in  the  National 
Aflfembly.  Indeed,  there  was  hardly  a  fingle  motion 
of  confequen.ce  brought  forward  in  the  conftituent 
legiflature,  which  was  not  either  made  or  vigouroufly 
fupported  by  Goupil. 

During  the  Robefpierrean  tyranny  he  was  obliged 
to  conceal  himfelf  on  account  of  his  reputed  wealth: 
it  was  then  criminal  to  be  rich. 

Goupil  was  returned  to  the  National  Convention 
in  1795. 

in  Fru£!idor  laft,  his  name  was  inferted  in  the  roll 
of  profcriptions,  and'  was  net  era  fed  until  the  next 
day  ;  nay,  even  fince  that  memorable  period,  it  has 
been  included  once  more  in  the  lift  of  emigrants, 
either  through  miftake  or  injuft ice,  and  it  was  ac- 
tually with  fome  difficulty  that  he  procured  10  oe 
again  refcinded. 

Goupil  is   more  than  fixty  years  old,  and  rather 
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middle  of  a  fpeech,  he  will  take  a  phial  filled  with 
wine  from  his  pocket,  after  emptying  of  which,  he 
continues  his  oration  witix  renewed  vigour  and  in* 
creafed  energy. 


VOLNEY. 

This  is  a  name  formidable  to  prieftcraft,  tyranny, 
and  fuperftition :  for  all  thefe  have  been  unveiled  and 
laid  open  by  him,  not  with  a  rude  and  ignorant — 
for  that  they  could  have  furvived — but  with  a  fkil- 
ful  and  fcientifick  hand,  which,  like  the  heroes  of 
Homer,  has  infli&ed  the  deadly  blow  in  the  precife 
fpot  where  it  was  moft  likely  to  prove  mortal. 

In  his  youth,  M.  Voiney  was  a  great  traveller 
and  it  may  be  faid  of  him,  as  of  Ulyffes,— ~ 
<c  Multorum  videt  Urbes  et  Hominum." 

In  1784  he  wrote,  and  in  1787  publifhed,  his  firft 
work,  entitled  "  Voyage  en  Syrie."  He  was  era- 
ployed  on  the  celebrated  traft,  which  has  already 
parted  through  many  editions  in  French,  and  two  in 
Englifh,— "  Les  Ruines,  ou  Meditations  fur  les  Re- 
volutions des  Empires/'  when  a  revolution  occurred 
in  his  own  country,  which  in  a  manner  embodied  his 
ideas,  and  gave  to  his  imaginary  reforms  a  a -local 
habitation  and  a  name."  This  great  work  was  pub- 
Kfhed  inAuguft  1791,  and,  being  admirably  calcu- 
lated for  the  peculiar  'fituation  of  his  compatriots, 
although  the  idea  had  been  firft  conceived  in  1784, 
it  was  univerfally  read  and  praifed. 

8  ..  There 
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In  1789,  M.  Volney  was  appointed  one  of  the  de- 
puties to  the  States-General,  afterwards  better  known 
under  the  name  of  the  National  AJfemhlyy  and  it  muft 
be  confeffed,  that  neither  ancient  nor  modern  times 
has  ever  prefented  an  inftance  of  fo  many  men  of 
talents  met  together  to  deliberate  on  the  fate  of  an 
empire,  and  to  prefcribe  a  new  deftiny,  not  to  their 
native  country  only,  but  perhaps  to  mankind. 

Volney  purchafed  large  eftates,  and  refided  fome 
time  in  Gorfica ;  but  he  foon  found  that  country  as 
little  profitable  to  individuals  as  it  had  been  to  na- 
tions, for  it  was  a  burden  to,  and  nearly  proved  the 
deftru&ion  of  Genoa  j  France  prefer ved  her  dominion 
over  it,  at  an  enormous  expence,  and  to  England  it 
has  been  a  fource  of  ruin,  vexation,  and  difgrace. 

When  the  National  Convention  looked  around  in 
order  to  fele£t  the  ableft  inftru&ors  for  the  Normal 
School^  the  author  of  the  Ruins  was  immediately 
pitched  upon  as  profeflbr  of  hiftory,  and  I  have  now 
before  me  a  work  by  him,  in  this  capacity,  entitled, 
Analyse  du  Cours  d* Hijloire  du  Citoyen  Volney^  pro* 
fejfeur  a  I'Ecole  Normale. 

One  anecdote  refpe&ing  this  man  ought  not  to 
be  forgotten,  as  posterity  will  hereafter  be  inclined 
to  dwell  on  the  facrifice  made  during  an  age  termed 
vena^  by  the  inhabitant  of  a  country  generally  con- 
fidered  as  vain.  It  is  well  known  that  a  great  North- 
ern Princefs,  while  fhe  kept  whole  nations  in  the  moft 
humiliating  bondage,  and  became,  in  refpeft  to  the 
human  race*  a   a  defaulter  of  unaccounted  mill  ions  " 
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an~  make  learning  and  genius  the  accefTaries  of  her 
numerous  crimes..  The  maflacres  of  Ifmael  and 
Praga  ftand  in  need  of  extenuation,  and  thefe  and 
many  other*foul  fpots  have  been  attempted  to  be  ex- 
tinguifhed'in  ablaze  of  factitious  glory  ! 

For  this  purpofe,  her  Imperial  Majefty  wiftied  to 
fubfedize  writers  of  celebrity,  by  means  of  penfions 
and  prefents,  and,  among*;others,  Volney  received  a 
moft  fuperb  medallion,  on  the  reverfe  of  which  ap- 
peared an  equeftrian  figure  of  the  Czar  Peter  the 
Great,  trampling  on  the  fnakes  of  envy  and  revenge. 

It  wras  no  doubt  flattering  to  a  young  man,  and  a 
writer  juft  rifing  into  efleem,  to  be  thus  countenanced 
by  Catharine  IL  But  as  he  could  not  capitulate  with 
his  conscience,  no  foor^er  had  the  Emprefs  declared 
herfelf  inimical  to  the  French  revolution,  than  he 
returned  the  prefent  to  her  ambaflador,  accompanied 
by  a  note,  in  which  he  ftated,  "  that  a  citizen  of  re- 
generated France-could  not  retain  any  thing  apper- 
taining to  the  enemy  of  his  country  V9 

Volney  was  lately  in  America,  where  he  lived  in 
great  intimacy  with  Wafhington,  and  all  the  cele- 
brated men  of  that  continent.  The  enemies  of  peace 
aqd  of  liberty  rejoiced  to  fee  him  and  Prieftley  enter 
the  lifts,  and  prepare  for  battle:  but  they  were  dis- 
appointed ;  for,  after  breaking  a  lance  in  the  manner 
of  the  combatants  of  the  middle  ages,  they  immedi- 
ately withdrew  from  the  tournament. 
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